
“We Have Access to the Father” 

(Ephesians 2:18) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.  Last week, we considered the spiritual blessing of adoption:  Those 

whom the Lord foreloves, He predestines to adoption, He calls with a call that 

raises the dead (regenerates), He justifies, He sanctifies, and He adopts into His 

family.   

1.  We looked at how you can know you’re adopted.   

a.  If the Spirit of adoption is in your heart, He will be working His character in 

you, making you like Jesus, causing you to walk in holiness from the heart.   

b.  This is the same as the Spirit’s leading – He leads you into the right paths, to 

do the right things.   

c.  He also gives you the confidence to call God your Father and to know in your 

heart that He really is.   

d.  And He gives you the sense that you are His child – that He loves you as He 

loves His own Son because you are in Him.   

e.  If this is your experience, you are a child of God, you have been adopted.   

 

2.  We also looked at some of the blessings that come with adoption:   

a.  The evidences we just reviewed are four of these blessings.   

b.  That you will inherit heaven, and the new heavens and earth is another.   

c.  And persecution is still another – the privilege of receiving the hatred and 

abuse that is meant for Jesus.   

(i)  This is very likely the one reason above any other that we have a difficult 

time letting others know that we’re Christians and that they need to trust in 

Jesus as well – we don’t like to be persecuted.   

(ii)  And yet this is the one thing Paul gloried in more than any other (Col. 

1:24).   

 

d.  But, of course, there are many more blessings.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, let’s consider another one:  free access to God.   

a.  If you had not trusted in Jesus and received His adoption, you would be like 

everyone else in the world – standing on the outside looking in.   

b.  You wouldn’t have that relationship with the Father that we all too often take 

for granted, nor the privileges of that relationship – especially the ability to 

come into His presence whenever we want or need to.   

c.  This is one very special blessing we’ll look at this evening.   

 

2.  Let’s consider three things:   

a.  Adoption into the family of God gives you free access to God.   

b.  It makes your worship acceptable.   
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c.  More specifically, it makes your prayers acceptable.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First of all, adoption into the family of God gives you free access to God – He 

accepts you into His presence.   

1.  As I said before, you’re no longer on the outside looking in.   

a.  Contrary to popular belief, God doesn’t love all men the same.   

(i)  He is at war with the unbeliever (Rom. 5:1).   

(ii)  The Lord is good and does good to all men, but He doesn’t love the 

unbeliever with the same love with which He loves His children.   

 

b.  Consequently, they are not welcome in His presence, as long as they are 

unbelieving and unrepentant.   

(i)  He might listen to them or He might not.   

(ii)  He isn’t bound to do so, because He has made no such promise.   

 

2.  This isn’t true of you if you’re in Christ.   

a.  You have access to God.   

(i)  In the Old Covenant, only the Jews had this access and only through the 

priesthood and ceremonial system.   

(ii)  But in the New Covenant, Jews and Gentiles may both come to Him by 

means of the Holy Spirit.  Paul says in our text, “For through Him we both 

have our access in one Spirit to the Father” (Eph. 2:18).   

(iii)  This is the work of the Spirit of adoption who places us in Christ and 

brings us to the One who is now our Father.   

 

b.  He will receive you because you are in His Son.   

(i)  Again, Paul writes, “He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus 

Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, to the praise 

of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved” 

(Eph. 1:5-6).   

(ii)  When He looks at you, He sees you in His Son, clothed with His 

righteousness, having His right to enter.   

(iii)  And that is how He receives you – as He would His Son, freely, with 

His whole heart, with His infinite love.   

 

c.  Your standing in Jesus gives you a kind of boldness to come to Him.   

(i)  It’s a humble boldness, not because you’re worthy, but because He is.   

(ii)  That’s what the author to the Hebrews means when he writes, 

“Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by 

the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us 

through the veil, that is, His flesh, and since we have a great priest over the 

house of God, let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of 

faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our 

bodies washed with pure water” (10:19-22).   
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d.  As an unbeliever, you had no right to enter His presence – any more than a 

strange child would have the right to enter into your house and expect to be 

treated as your son or daughter – actually, much less so.   

e.  But in Jesus, you can have the confidence of a son or daughter, knowing that 

He will fully receive you in love.   

f.  You are acceptable in His Beloved, in Jesus.   

 

B.  Second, because you are accepted in Jesus, He is also willing freely to accept your 

worship – not only narrowly in your personal devotion to Him, but also broadly in 

whatever you do for Him.   

1.  Unbelievers think that God will accept what they do – that they can work their 

way into His favor and into heaven.   

a.  How many have you talked to who believe in the end their good works will 

outweigh their bad?   

b.  How many believe their religious “good” works will make them acceptable 

to Him?   

(i)  JWs and Mormons go door to door thinking to earn themselves a place in 

paradise.   

(ii)  Roman Catholics pray the rosary, do penance, burn candles and incense, 

seeking to influence God to listen to them.   

(iii)  God says He won’t accept these things.   

 

2.  But He will accept what you do, if you are His child, if you’re in His Son.   

a.  He won’t accept your works because they’re good in and of themselves.   

(i)  They’re not meritorious.   

(ii)  Everything we do is still infected with sin.   

 

b.  But He will accept your service in Christ.   

(i)  If the Spirit is working in you, your works will have some true value – 

they will come from the love He creates in your hearts – though with a 

great deal of imperfection because of your sin.   

(ii)  But through the mediation of His Son – your service will be cleansed of 

its imperfection and made acceptable to Him.   

(iii)  Before your works meant nothing to Him – actually less than nothing – 

they were offensive, though less offensive than if you weren’t making any 

attempt to serve Him.   

(iv)  But now in Christ, you, your work, and your worship are all accepted – 

He is actually pleased by what you do; He loves what you do for Him.   

(v)  This should encourage us to study, plan and do whatever we can and as 

much as we can to glorify Him.   

(vi)  But don’t forget – your service must also be according to His Word.   

(a)  You can’t just offer Him anything – your heart isn’t the only issue.   

(b)  If you want Him to receive your worship, you must worship in the 

way He tells you.   

(c)  This doesn’t apply just to what we do in public worship, it applies to 

everything we do in life.   
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C.  Finally, if you are in Jesus, He will also freely receive your prayers.   

1.  I noted earlier that He has made no such promise to unbelievers, but just the 

opposite is true of you.   

a.  The Lord says to you, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will 

find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives, 

and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened” (Matt. 7:7-

8).   

b.  He says you may ask for whatever you want, “If you abide in Me, and My 

words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you” 

(John 15:7).   

c.  When you pray, He will hear you, “The eyes of the LORD are toward the 

righteous and His ears are open to their cry.  The face of the LORD is against 

evildoers, to cut off the memory of them from the earth.  The righteous cry, 

and the LORD hears and delivers them out of all their troubles” (Ps. 34:15-

17).   

d.  When you are in trouble, He will help you.  He says, “Call upon Me in the 

day of trouble; I shall rescue you, and you will honor Me” (Ps. 50:15).   

e.  When you pray, He will hear and answer right away.  He says through Isaiah, 

“It will also come to pass that before they call, I will answer; and while they 

are still speaking, I will hear” (Isa. 65:24).   

f.  He will give you all that is in your heart.  The psalmist writes, “He will fulfill 

the desire of those who fear Him; He will also hear their cry and will save 

them” (145:19).   

 

2.  There are a few things that must be true of your prayers – and they will be if you 

are His child, if you have the Spirit of adoption.   

a.  You must be in Christ and have His Words abiding in you – that is, you must 

be a true believer and pray according to what He has warranted you to pray, 

“If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and 

it will be done for you” (John 15:7).   

b.  If this is true of you, you will pray according to His will, which is what you 

must do if you are to be heard.  John writes, “This is the confidence which we 

have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.   

And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have 

the requests which we have asked from Him” (1 John 5:14-16).   

c.  You must also be walking with the Lord in obedience.  Again John writes, 

“Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; 

and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His 

commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His sight” (1 John 3:21-

22).   

d.  You must ask in faith, “And all things you ask in prayer, believing, you will 

receive” (Matt. 21:22), and, of course, in the name of Jesus, on the basis of 

what He has done, “Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the 

Father may be glorified in the Son” (John 14:13).   
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3.  This is what you can expect from the Lord as His children:  He has given you 

free access to Him at all times, He promises to receive your worship and service, 

and He will hear all your requests, if your requests meet His conditions, which 

they will if you are His child.   

4.  If you don’t know Him:  He won’t receive you, your worship or works, nor will 

He necessarily answer your prayers.   

(i)  If you want these blessings, you must be His child, since only they have 

these privileges.  

(ii)  If you are to become His child, they you must turn from your sins and trust 

in Christ.   

(iii)  If you do, He will receive you as His own Son; He will love you, listen to 

your prayers and care for you now and throughout eternity.   

(iv)  If you don’t, He will not only reject your prayer, but you.   

(v)  Don’t stand on the outside looking in – trust in Jesus and enter His family.  

Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


