
“Watch Out for Hypocrisy” 

(Mark 12:38-40) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Jesus now in Jerusalem  

a.  For last week of earthly ministry.   

b.  Having been on the defensive –  

(i)  Having fielded several questions –  

(ii)  He has now gone on offensive.   

 

2.  Began with question regarding  

a.  Relationship of David to his Son.   

(i)  If Messiah is David’s Son,  

(ii)  Why does he call Him Lord?   

 

b.  The Jewish leaders didn’t like  

(i)  Implication of that question.   

(ii)  Messiah greater than David, His father.   

(a)  Greater than greatest king of Israel  

(b)  With whom God made covenant?   

(c)  He also has promise  

(d)  That God will subdue all His enemies  

(e)  Under His feet?   

 

(iii)  Not only does this imply Messiah is God,  

(a)  It also indicates that if Jesus is this Messiah  

(b)  They would soon be subdued under His feet.   

(c)  They didn’t like this.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning,  

a.  See second offensive statement  

b.  As He teaches in Temple,  

c.  Having to do with the scribes:   

(i)  Do not follow their example –  

(ii)  Because they are hypocrites.   

 

2.  On surface  

a.  This may not seem  

(i)  As though it has much application today.   

(ii)  Aren’t too many scribes and Pharisees around.   

(iii)  But on the contrary, there are all too many.   
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b.  Let’s consider two things:   

(i)  What Jesus is warning us against.   

(ii)  Two applications:   

(a)  One against hypocrites.   

(b)  One against hypocrisy.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what is Jesus warning us against?   

1.  Jesus addressing the scribes.   

a.  Scribes were Pharisees.   

(i)  Students of Scripture, teachers,  

(ii)  Lawyers because experts in Law.   

(iii)  Also those who added tradition to Law.   

 

b.  Weren’t all as bad –  

(i)  Such as one Jesus just spoke with.   

(ii)  But for most part were hypocrites.   

 

c.  Jesus says watch out for them:   

(i)  Do what they say,  

(ii)  When agrees with Word –  

(iii)  As said on another occasion –  

(iv)  But don’t do as they do.   

 

d.  Singles out what it is they do  

(i)  That is so offensive to God:   

(ii)  Boils down to hypocrisy.   

 

2.  What were they doing that was hypocritical?   

a.  They walked around in long robes.   

(i)  Lengthening the fringes of garments,  

(a)  With a ribbon of blue,  

(b)  To remind them of commandments.   

 

(ii)  Thought were better than others  

(a)  Just for wearing them –  

(b)  More devoted to God than others.   

(c)  It may not be wrong  

(1)  To wear things to remind you to do good,  

(2)  But is to think you’re better because you do.   

 

b.  Liked respectful greetings in market places.   

(i)  To walk in public places  

(ii)  So when people saw, they honored them  

(a)  By stretching out hand,  

(b)  Uncovering their heads,  
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(c)  Bowing their knees.   

(d)  Or calling them Rabbi or teacher  

(e)  To note their education.   

 

c.  Liked the best seats in synagogues.   

(i)  The seats of honor  

(a)  Reserved for the senior members  

(b)  That faced the people  

(c)  While their backs were toward the chest  

(d)  That housed the holy books.   

 

(ii)  If they were in these seats  

(iii)  People would look at them.   

 

d.  Liked places of honor at banquets.   

(i)  The seating showed  

(ii)  Who were honored guests.   

(iii)  Jesus taught disciples earlier  

(a)  To take lowest places  

(b)  So when host comes in  

(c)  Will move you higher  

(d)  And will have honor in everyone’s eyes (Luke 14:10).   

 

(iv)  Scribes and Pharisees started with higher places  

(v)  Because wanted to make sure recognized.   

 

e.  All of this amounts to pride –  

(i)  They wanted others to think  

(ii)  They were special/important.   

(iii)  They liked notoriety.   

 

f.  The religious leaders  

(i)  Were the celebrities of their day.   

(ii)  Jews weren’t into singers, actors and sports figures,  

(iii)  But those who knew God’s Word  

(iv)  And at least appeared to do it.   

 

g.  But these were self made:    

(i)  They liked attention, praise.   

(ii)  To be recognized by others.   

(iii)  Now could follow this line of thought 

(a)  To point out the sin  

(b)  Of the celebrities of our day  

(c)  Who seek great things for themselves.   

(1)  To be known,  

(2)  To be remembered.   
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(d)  Using their gifts  

(1)  To draw attention to themselves  

(2)  Rather than giving glory to God.   

 

(iv)  But instead, of going this direction,  

(a)  Let’s go in direction  

(b)  Jesus already going  

(c)  To address this problem in the church.   

 

3.  There’s really two problems here:   

a.  Pride – wanting notoriety for themselves.   

b.  And hypocrisy:   

(i)  Wanting to appear very religious,  

(ii)  While being guilty of very serious crimes.   

(iii)  Jesus mentions only two here –  

(a)  Devouring widows’ houses,  

(b)  And for appearance sake offering long prayers –  

(c)  There’s a much longer list in Matthew 23.   

 

(iv)  They took advantage of widows –  

(a)  Those left alone in the world  

(b)  With neither husband nor children to care for them –  

(c)  They even sold their prayers.   

(d)  Adam Clarke writes, “‘This sect ,’ says Josephus, (Ant. l. xvii. chap. 

3), ‘pretended to a more exact knowledge of the law, on which account 

the women were subject to them, as pretending to be dear to God.  And 

when Alexandra obtained the government, (Jewish War, b. I. ch. 4), 

they insinuated themselves into her favor, as being the exactest sect of 

the Jews, and the most exact interpreters of the law, and, abusing her 

simplicity, did as they listed, remove and dispose, bind and loose, and 

even cut off men.  They were in vogue for their long prayers, which 

they continued sometimes three hours; that perhaps they sold them, as 

do the Roman priests their masses, or pretended others should be more 

acceptable to God for them; and so might spoil devout widows by the 

gifts or salaries they expected from them.’”   

 

c.  What did Jesus tell His disciples to do regarding this?   

(i)  He said they should beware.   

(ii)  Watch out for them,  

(iii)  Guard their hearts.   

(iv)  That they should not follow  

(v)  Their example of hypocrisy.   

 

B.  How can we apply this?   

1.  Is there anyone like this in the church today  
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a.  That we should be wary of?   

b.  Let’s think about it:   

(i)  Are there any who want to be thought highly of?   

(ii)  Who want to be thought godly or spiritual?   

(iii)  Who want people to recognize and treat them with honor?   

(iv)  And yet whose teachings  

(v)  Are leading people astray,  

(vi)  Telling them to send their money,  

(vii)  Promising to pray for them  

(viii)  So that God will bless them if they do.   

 

c.  You know these exist:   

(i)  Just go to a Christian bookstore.   

(ii)  Turn on Christian radio.   

(iii)  Particular Christian television.   

(iv)  Whose faces do you see?   

(v)  Whose names do you hear?   

(vi)  Who’s receiving the honor  

(vii)  For what they’re doing?   

(viii)  Who are their followers really following?   

 

d.  Not saying that everyone is like this, but so many are.   

(i)  Who want to get rich,  

(ii)  Or want to be well-known, well-regarded,  

(iii)  Who want to make mark on history  

(iv)  And be remembered.   

(v)  If this is what they’re seeking,  

(vi)  Then fall under Jesus’ condemnation:  He said, “You know that those 

who are recognized as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them; and their 

great men exercise authority over them.  But it is not this way among you, 

but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant; and 

whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of all.  For even the 

Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a 

ransom for many” (Mark 10:42-45).   

 

e.  Those we honor today,  

(i)  Who are worth remembering  

(ii)  As heroes of the faith  

(iii)  Did not set out to make a name for selves,  

(iv)  Or to receive honor from men,  

(v)  But to honor Jesus Christ  

(vi)  And to receive the honor that comes from Him.   

 

f.  Those we remember most  

(i)  Were the ones hated the most:   

(a)  Jesus was hated by His own people.   
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(b)  Paul by those within and without the church.   

(c)  Luther, by nearly the whole visible church.   

(d)  Calvin as well.   

(e)  Whitefield, for the most part, was hated by his church.   

(f)  Edwards was removed from his pulpit.   

 

(ii)  These did not win friends and influence people.   

(a)  They didn’t call their ministry by their own names.   

(b)  They weren’t popular in their day  

(c)  Nor were they honored by most men.   

(d)  But they were honored by the Lord,  

(e)  Because they sought to honor Him.   

(f)  And by those who were His.   

 

(iii)  These are the godly ones  

(a)  You should seek to learn from,  

(b)  To imitate,  

(c)  Not those trumpeting their own virtues.   

 

(iv)  These also the kind of Christians  

(a)  You ought to strive to be:   

(b)  Those that draw attention to the Savior,  

(c)  Not to yourselves and your accomplishments.   

(d)  Paul, “But may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to 

me, and I to the world” (Gal. 6:14).   

 

2.  Second, and along same lines, beware hypocrisy.   

a.  These pretended to be one thing  

(i)  But were entirely different.   

(ii)  They pretended to be godly,  

(iii)  While devouring the living  

(iv)  Of those Lord most concerned for:  widows!   

 

b.  Don’t you pretend to be Christians on outside  

(i)  While nurturing sinful heart on inside.   

(ii)  You might be able to fool others, but not God.    

(iii)  Might be able to rub shoulders  

(a)  With believers for a time,  

(b)  But you’ll still end up in hell.   

 

c.  Lord is concerned about what we do,  

(i)  But more concerned about why we do it.   

(ii)  He’s more pleased by attempts to do right  

(a)  Out of gracious heart, but failing;  

(b)  Than doing what’s right  
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(c)  With sinful motives.   

 

(iii)  He said to these,  

(a)  “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you are like 

whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside 

they are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness.  So you, too, 

outwardly appear righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of 

hypocrisy and lawlessness” (Matt. 23:27-28).   

(b)  “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you clean the 

outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside they are full of robbery 

and self-indulgence.  You blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of the 

cup and of the dish, so that the outside of it may become clean also” 

(vv. 25-26).   

(c)  You may look good on the outside –  

(i)  At least as far as let people see –  

(ii)  But if your heart is evil  

(iii)  Will it make any difference to God?   

 

d.  You need to clean the inside (heart),  

(i)  So that outside (life) may be clean as well.   

(ii)  This is only remedy, only solution.   

(a)  Cleaning up outside only makes you hypocrite.   

(b)  You must cleanse your heart  

(1)  By trusting Jesus Christ  

(2)  Before you can have  

(3)  A goodness that’s genuine –  

(4)  Before can have a righteousness within  

(5)  That works itself out in your life.   

 

e.  If this is where you are this morning,  

(i)  If your Christianity is external only,  

(a)  Only an act  

(b)  Your heart isn’t really in it –  

(c)  Which is why you’re struggling  

(d)  To do anything spiritual,  

(e)  Anything pleasing to God –  

 

(ii)  Then come to Jesus,  

(a)  Ask Him to clean your heart  

(b)  By His Holy Spirit  

(c)  And to build a fire of love there  

(d)  For the Lord and His ways.   

 

(iii)  And then begin to live Christian life  

(a)  From the heart -  

(b)  Not as a façade or veneer to hide what’s really in your heart –  
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(c)  But because this what want to do:   

(1)  To love and honor  

(2)  The One who saved you  

(3)  From your sins  

(4)  And hell.   

 

(iv)  Don’t continue to live the life of a Pharisee:   

(a)  Become a real Christian  

(b)  By trusting Jesus Christ.  Amen.   

 

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


