
“Walk with God” 

(Genesis 5:21-24) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  This evening, we’re going to revisit a topic we considered in the not too distant 

past:  walking with God.   

a.  Walking with God is our Christian experience.   

b.  It’s something we will be doing if we are truly born again.   

c.  That’s why we spent two-thirds of a year and 36 sermons on the subject.   

 

2.  The question we should ask ourselves this evening is, How are we doing?   

a.  Have we made progress?   

b.  Have we remained where we are?   

c.  Have we slid backward?   

d.  This evening, let’s be encouraged to renew our efforts to push forward.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  The Bible tells us of two men who walked with God – Enoch and Noah – 

though every godly man and woman has.   

a.  We saw this in Enoch.   

(i)  His friendship with the Lord was so pleasing to Him that He took him 

(Heb. 11:5).   

(ii)  God blessed him by not making him wait another 600 plus years before 

bringing him to heaven (heaven is a blessing).   

 

b.  We also see this in Noah – Noah walked with God (6:9).   

(i)  Peter said Noah was a preacher of righteousness (2 Pet. 2:5).   

(ii)  He preached in two ways:  through his words and his life.   

(a)  We’re not all called or gifted to preach publicly, though we are all to 

witness.   

(b)  But every one of us is called to preach through our lives – that’s what 

it means to walk with God.   

 

2.  This evening, let’s consider that to be useful to the Lord, we must walk with 

God.  We’ll see three things:   

a.  What it means to walk with God.   

b.  Why we should walk with God.   

c.  And how we can walk more closely with God.    

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what does it mean to walk with God?   

1.  It means first of all to live in the sight of God.   

a.  To realize we are always in His presence, in His sight.   
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b.  That He sees not only what we do but what’s in our hearts.   

c.  And that He either approves or disapproves of what He sees.   

d.  David writes, “O Lord, You have searched me and known me.  You know 

when I sit down and when I rise up; You understand my thought from afar.  

You scrutinize my path and my lying down, and are intimately acquainted 

with all my ways.  Even before there is a word on my tongue, behold, O 

LORD, You know it all.  You have enclosed me behind and before, and laid 

Your hand upon me” (Psalm 139:1-5).   

 

2.  It means, second, to be in fellowship with God.   

a.  Abraham was called the friend of God (James 2:23).   

b.  It refers to the relationship we have with Him through Jesus Christ.   

(i)  John writes, “What we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so 

that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is 

with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3).   

(ii)  Jesus tells us, “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true 

God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent” (John 17:3).   

 

3.  It refers, third, to the way we live.   

a.  Again John writes, “If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk 

in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; but if we walk in the 

Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and 

the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:6-7).   

b.  It means to walk where He walks or to live as He would have us to live.   

 

4.  And it refers, fourth, to growth in grace.   

a.  It means to walk on the path of continuing spiritual maturity.   

b.  The Lord doesn’t intend for us to remain as we are – we are to be growing in 

grace and knowledge.  Peter writes, “You therefore, beloved, knowing this 

beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of 

unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness, but grow in the grace 

and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, 

both now and to the day of eternity.  Amen” (2 Pet. 3:17-18).   

c.  Summary:  so walking with God means walking before Him, in close 

fellowship, on the path of holiness that leads us to greater spiritual maturity.   

d.  Is this the path you’re on?   

 

B.  Let’s consider, second, why should we walk with God?   

1.  We should walk with Him, first, because this is what we must do.   

a.  The Lord has made us new creatures in Christ, “Therefore if anyone is in 

Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things 

have come” (2 Cor. 5:17).   

b.  As new creatures, nothing else will make us happy but this.   

 

2.  We should walk with God, second, because it pleases Him.   

a.  As new creatures, we want to please Him.   
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b.  And so we will walk with the Lord.   

 

3.  Third, we should walk with God, because if we don’t, we’ll never convince 

anyone else to walk with Him.   

a.  The Gospel ministry is nothing more or less than trying to get as many people 

as possible to walk with God.   

b.  If we aren’t willing to do so, how will we ever convince anyone else?   

c.  Jesus tells us, “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may 

see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16).   

d.  We are to live in a way that attracts men to God.   

 

4.  Fourth, walking with God is the only way we can take the ammunition out of the 

hands of those who attack Christ.   

a.  When we fail to walk with the Lord, we give His enemies the opportunity to 

injure Jesus’ name.  (Consider the damage Christian television has done).   

b.  But when we live the life He calls us to live, we not only take those 

opportunities away, we present a strong argument for His truth.  Peter writes, 

“For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the 

ignorance of foolish men” (1 Pet. 2:15).   

 

5.  Fifth, we should walk with the Lord because it is an honor to do so.   

a.  It’s considered an honor to walk with important persons – a mayor, a 

governor, a president, a king.   

b.  How much more honorable is it to walk with the King of kings and Lord of 

lords?   

 

6.  Sixth, we should walk with the Lord because His path alone is safe.  Solomon 

tells us that if we walk with Him, “Then you will walk in your way securely and 

your foot will not stumble.  When you lie down, you will not be afraid; when 

you lie down, your sleep will be sweet. . . .  For the LORD will be your 

confidence and will keep your foot from being caught” (Prov. 3:23-24, 26).   

7.  Seventh, we should walk with the Lord because He will eventually bring us to 

heaven (consider Enoch).   

a.  Those who walk in sin will suffer eternally (Rev. 14:11).   

b.  But those who walk with the Lord will enter into Jesus’ glorious rest.   

(i)  This one reason makes it all worthwhile.   

(ii)  The author to the Hebrews writes, “So there remains a Sabbath rest for 

the people of God.   For the one who has entered His rest has himself also 

rested from his works, as God did from His.  Therefore let us be diligent to 

enter that rest, so that no one will fall, through following the same example 

of disobedience” (Heb. 4:9-11).   

 

8.  Eighth, we should walk with God because He is able to take the sting out of 

death.   

a.  There are so many who fear death because they either know what’s on the 

other side – hell – or don’t know – still hell.   
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b.  But knowing heaven is on the other side takes that fear away and makes us 

long for death.  Paul wrote, “To depart and be with Christ . . . is very much 

better” (Phil. 1:23).   

 

9.  Finally, we should walk with God because it’s the best way to know His will.   

a.  God shares His plans with His friends, not with strangers.   

b.  Jesus said to His disciples, “No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does 

not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all 

things that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you” (John 

15:15).   

 

10.  Why should we walk before the Lord, in close fellowship, on the path of 

holiness that leads us to greater spiritual maturity?  Because,  

a.  This is what our new nature desires.   

b.  This is what pleases God.   

c.  It’s the only way we’ll convince others to walk with Him.   

d.  It takes away our enemies’ opportunity to slander the Lord.   

e.  It is an honor to walk with Him.   

f.  It’s the only path of safety.   

g.  It’s the only path that leads to heaven.   

h.  It takes the fear out of death.   

i.  And it’s the best way to know the Lord’s will.   

 

C.  Finally, how can we walk more closely with God?  Briefly,  

1.  By learning more of what He loves by reading His Word more diligently.   

2.  By removing from our lives everything that is contrary to His will – Amos tells 

us that two can’t walk together unless they are agreed (Amos 3:3).   

3.  And by strengthening our desire to walk on His path by reaching out to receive 

the help He gives us to walk with Him.   

a.  Thankfully, the Lord doesn’t leave us to do this on our own.   

b.  He has promised to help us, as Isaiah writes, “He gives strength to the weary, 

and to him who lacks might He increases power.  Though youths grow weary 

and tired, and vigorous young men stumble badly, yet those who wait for the 

LORD will gain new strength; they will mount up with wings like eagles, 

they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary” (40:29-

31).   

c.  You can’t walk with God apart from the help He provides in Jesus Christ.   

d.  And so let’s look to Him now in prayer, and then, in the sacrament.  Amen.   
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