
“Wait for the Father’s Promise” 
(Acts 1:1-5) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Have you ever wondered what the church was like in the first century, after 
Christ’s resurrection and ascension?   
a.  What did they do?   
b.  How did they live?   
c.  What were their priorities?   
d.  What was their motivation?   
e.  What was important to them?   
f.  How did they spent their time together?   
g.  How did they worshipped?   
h.  Were their practices and priorities different than ours?  How were they 

different?  Why were they different?   
i.  I’m sure you’ve asked yourself at one time or another:  How should I live as a 

Christian?  What should a 20th Century Christian look like?   
j.  The book of Acts can answer this question for us.   

(i)  Times have changed, methods of doing things have changed.   
(ii)  But the principles remain the same.   

 
2.  I hope we can see at the outset what a treasure the book of Acts is:   

a.  These are questions that have been asked for centuries and have generated so 
many differences of opinion.   

b.  Look at the differences that exist among Christians on these issues.   
(i)  Compare the life and worship of the Roman or Orthodox Church with a 

Protestant church.   
(ii)  Compare the worship of the Protestant Churches with each other.   
(iii)  Do you see any difference?  What causes that difference?   
(iv)  It’s a difference of belief on what the early church was doing in its life and 

worship.   
(v)  Roman and Orthodox Churches believe there is an unwritten apostolic 

tradition preserved in their traditions.   
(vi)  But we have before us this morning an inspired history of the actual 

worship and life of the early church.   
(vii)  The Lord has not left us in the dark:  He has given us a very clear and 

powerful example of what He wants us to be and do.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  This morning, we’ll begin of course where Luke does:  with the foundational 

principles.   
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a.  He introduces his book by making a reference to volume one of his work – the 
Gospel of Luke – to show us that in a very real sense, this book is a continuation 
of the work Jesus began in His earthly life and ministry.   

b.  He then moves on to tell us what Jesus did to prepare His disciples for the work 
He was calling them to do.   

c.  Finally, we are told what the source of their power will be in the work ahead of 
them – the baptism of the Holy Spirit.   

 
2.  From this, I want us to consider three things:   

a.  First, that the book of Acts is a record of the continuing work of Jesus Christ 
through His church.   

b.  Second, that the book of Acts gives us clear instruction of what the church is to 
be doing in this world:  we are to be His witnesses.   

c.  And finally, that the book of Acts tells us where we are going to find the 
strength and ability to do the work Jesus is calling us to do:  through the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider that the book of Acts is a record given to us of the continuing 
work of Jesus Christ through His church.  This is what Luke implies in the first two 
verses:  The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and 
teach, until the day when He was taken up to heaven” (vv. 1-2).   
1.  First, remember what we saw in NT survey regarding this title:   

a.  The work Luke wrote was originally one work with two volumes.   
(ii)  It was simply called the Gospel of Luke, volume one and two.   
(iii)  When volume two began to circulate independently in the 2nd Century, it 

was given many names:  “It was early called ‘The Acts,’ ‘The Gospel of the 
Holy Ghost,’ and ‘The Gospel of the Resurrection’” (Easton).  Eventually, it 
was given the title we now have.   

 
b.  But this isn’t what the book is about:  it’s not the Acts of the Apostles.   

(i)  The majority of the apostles are mentioned once in chapter one.   
(ii)  After this, we learn only of the work of Peter, James and John:  mainly 

Peter.   
(iii)  But then the focus diverts from the work in Jerusalem to that of the 

missionary work to the Gentiles through the last apostle, Paul.   
(a)  Luke is not writing a history as much as he is telling the story of the 

ministry of these two men.  Peter, in the early part of the book (1-12, then 
at the Jerusalem Council, Acts 15), and Paul in the latter part of the book 
(End of chapter 7 – 28).   

(b)  “It contains properly no account of any of the apostles except Peter and 
Paul.  John is noticed only three times; and all that is recorded of James, 
the son of Zebedee, is his execution by Herod.  It is properly therefore not 
the history of the ‘Acts of the Apostles,’ a title which was given to the 
book at a later date, but of ‘Acts of Apostles,’ or more correctly, of ‘Some 
Acts of Certain Apostles’” (Easton).   
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2.  We don’t want to depreciate the work of these men, and of Peter and Paul in 

particular, but we need to realize they were merely instruments in the hands of the 
One this book is really about:  Jesus Christ.   
a.  Volume One of Luke’s Gospel – the first account Luke wrote to Theophilus – 

deals with what “Jesus began to do and teach, until the day He was taken up” 
(vv. 1-2).   

b.  Volume Two, by implication, deals with what Jesus continued to do and teach 
through His apostles by His Holy Spirit.   

c.  If we don’t see this, we’ll miss the whole point:   
(i)  The Book of Acts is not primarily about what the church did for Jesus Christ 

in response to His love and mercy towards them – although this is part of it.   
(ii)  It is about what the Lord Jesus Christ did through His church in continuing 

the work He began.   
(iii)  In a very real sense, this work is still ongoing:   

(a)  This is why the book has tremendous application today.   
(b)  Times have changed; certain things have changed regarding how the 

Lord works; but the overarching work is the same.   
(c)  Christ has a work to do through His church today that will continue until 

He comes again.   
 

d.  In order to help us see this, Luke now backs up in time, just before the point he 
left us in his Gospel, which brings us to our second point:   

 
B.  Second, the book of Acts gives us clear instruction of what the church is to be doing 

in this world:  we are to be His witnesses.  “After He had by the Holy Spirit given 
orders to the apostles whom He had chosen” (v. 2).   
1.  Christ gave orders to His church.  But first it’s important to note how He did so:  

“by the Holy Spirit.”   
a.  It appears that Luke is preparing his readers to see how the work of Christ was 

carried out in His life that we might see how it will be carried out subsequently 
to His ascension:  by the Holy Spirit.   

b.  Jesus was anointed with the Spirit above measure.   
(i)  He was the One who empowered Christ.   
(ii)  He was the One who worked through Christ.   
(iii)  It was by the agency of the Spirit that Jesus gave His apostles these orders.   
(iv)  This was not an inspired message directly given to the apostles apart from 

Christ.   
 

c.  And it was exactly in this same way that the ministry of Christ would continue:  
by the Holy Spirit through the church.   

d.  Since we’ll see more of this in a minute, I won’t say any more about it here.   
 

2.  Second, then, what were the orders He gave them?  There were several, but two in 
particular:   
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a.  The first is that they were to be the witnesses of His death and resurrection to all 
the world – this is recorded in the Gospel of Luke:   
(i)  After Christ was raised, He appeared to His disciples and said, “‘These are 

My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things 
which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 
Psalms must be fulfilled.’  Then He opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures, and He said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Christ would 
suffer and rise again from the dead the third day, and that repentance for 
forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things’” (Luke 24:44-
48).   

(ii)  This is the equivalent of what Jesus told them in the Great Commission:  
“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore 
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age” 
(Matt. 28:18-20).   

(iii)  This is why – Luke tells us – He “also presented Himself alive after His 
suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of 
forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God” (v. 3).   

(iv)  If they were to be His witnesses, they had to have something to bear 
witness to:   
(a)  Jesus presented Himself alive to them:  they saw the risen Christ.   
(b)  He demonstrated that it was He, through many convincing proofs.   
(c)  He appeared to them over a forty day period:  not just once or twice more 

fully to convince them.   
(d)  And He gave them further instruction, which is recorded for us in the 

epistles, at least that part the Lord wanted us to have for all ages.   
 

(v)  This is the work of the Church.   
(a)  This is why we are here and not in heaven right now.   
(b)  This is why we have experienced the things we have of the Spirit of God 

– regeneration, conversion, sanctification.   
(c)  We are to be witnesses through our words and works of the fact that 

Jesus has fulfilled the Scripture through His death and resurrection, and 
that there is forgiveness only in His name.   

 
b.  But there was a second command recorded in Luke’s Gospel:  “And behold, I 

am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the 
city until you are clothed with power from on high” (24:49).   
(i)  Jesus appeared for forty days.   
(ii)  Pentecost came fifty days after the Passover.   
(iii)  The Spirit’s coming then was still ten days away in fulfillment of the feast 

of Pentecost, or First-Fruits, where, through the power of the Spirit the first-
fruits of God’s harvest would be gathered.   

(iv)  This brings us to our last point,  
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C.  Finally, the book of Acts tells us where we are going to find the strength and ability to 

do the work Jesus is calling us to do:  through the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Luke 
repeats the command to wait and why they were to wait:  “And gathering them 
together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father 
had promised, ‘Which,’ He said, ‘you heard of from Me; for John baptized with water, 
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now’” (vv. 4-5).   
1.  To be His witnesses, they needed help.   

a.  They were only weak, sinful men.   
(i)  Weak in their natural abilities.   
(ii)  Further weakened through the sinfulness of their hearts.   

 
b.  They were going to face a world of men who hated God, who hated Christ.   

(i)  The world was large, the kingdom small.   
(ii)  If the Lord didn’t help, His followers would be swallowed up by them.   

 
c.  The work would be too much for them to face in their own strength.   
d.  And so Jesus promised to give them the help of His Spirit, that He might 

continue His work in this world, now through them.   
 

2.  They were to wait until they were baptized with the Holy Spirit.   
a.  Not in the sense we normally think of it:  placing us in Christ (1 Cor. 12:13).   
b.  But an infusion of grace, being clothed with power.   
 

3.  Thankfully, this isn’t something we need to wait for any longer:  the Spirit has been 
poured out.   
a.  In another sense, though, we do need to wait:  to wait upon the Lord for this 

strength, for this power.   
b.  We need to seek Him in prayer, in worship, through His Word, in fellowship 

with His people, to be built up and equipped to do His work.   
c.  Without the Spirit’s help, we will not be able to do anything of any lasting 

importance (John 15:5).   
d.  But through His help, we can do all things (Phil. 4:13).   
 

4.  In closing, let’s take away these three points, as we look forward to this evening’s 
message:   
a.  Christ continues to do His work today through the church, through us.   
b.  He wants us to be the witnesses of His death, resurrection and forgiveness 

through the Gospel.   
c.  But He hasn’t left us without help:  He has given us His Spirit – the same One 

who empowered Him to do His work.   
d.  This evening, we’ll consider how this work was to be carried out.  Amen.   


