
 

“Use Your Freedom to Serve the Lord” 
1 Peter 2:13-17 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Last week we saw how Peter urged his readers to abstain from fleshly lusts 
and to keep their behavior excellent among unbelievers.  When you become a Christian, 
you are like a pauper who has become a prince.  The old clothes of your sin are removed, 
and new clothes of righteousness are put on.  The old way of living, the old habits, must 
be broken, and new ones cultivated.  Christ calls you to put off the old man and to put on 
the new, to put on the Lord Jesus Christ and to make no provision for the flesh with regard 
to its lusts.  Remember you are to do this because you are the “beloved” of God.  He has 
set His affections on you from all eternity.  You are to do this because here you do not 
have a permanent place in which to live.  You are on your way to heaven.  You are to do 
this because to not do so is to finally be cast away in the end.  But you are especially 
called to this because the Lord requires it of you.  And the reason He requires it is so the 
world would stop its mouth and declare that the Lord is certainly among you.  Sometimes 
when you live a godly life the world will treat you the way Potiphar’s wife treated Joseph.  
They will slander you and accuse you falsely because they don’t like you or what you 
stand for.  But sometimes, when it pleases the Lord to do so, your good behavior can 
become a means to affect the world, as Joseph’s blameless life affected the jailer and 
Pharaoh, and as Paul and Barnabas’ lives affected the Philippian jailer.  In the case of the 
Philippian jailer, their testimony and life became a means to his salvation.   
 But having said this, what specifically does Peter have in mind when he says to 
abstain from fleshly lusts and to keep your behavior excellent among the heathen?  The 
rest of his book is devoted to this.  And the first principle that he gives us this morning is 
that,  
 
 You are to submit to all human authority so that by doing what is right you may 
silence the accusations of the ungodly.  You are to use your freedom in the Lord to 
serve the Lord.   
 
 
I.  First, The Lord Here Calls You to Subject Yourselves to Every Human Authority.   

A.  Peter Says, “Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution.”   
1.  The Christian life is a life of submission.   

a.  This is perhaps the one thing that we have the hardest time doing.  We must 
humble ourselves and not insist on our own way.   

b.  Pride, which is just the opposite of humility, is one of the most difficult sins to 
overcome.  But it is one that we must, for the Lord declares through the 
apostle Peter, “Clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD 
IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE” 
(5:5).   

d.  God not only does not approve of pride, but He even resists those who are 
prideful.  He sets Himself against them.  He is opposed to them.  It is so 
unfitting before the Holy God for a sinful creature to insist on his own way.   



2 

 

e.  But, on the other hand, God gives grace to the humble.  He favors those who 
will bend the knee and submit to Him, just as He favored the tax-gatherer who, 
in his deep humiliation, would not even look up into heaven, while the arrogant 
Pharisee paraded himself in God’s presence.   

f.  God says, in Isaiah 66:2, “"But to this one I will look, to him who is humble 
and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word.”  The psalmist writes, 
“He leads the humble in justice, and He teaches the humble His way” (25:9).  
And Peter, in this same letter, writes, “Humble yourselves, therefore, under the 
mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time” (5:6).   

g.  The Christian is to have a spirit of humility.  You who call on the name of the 
Lord are to adorn your Christian profession with a life of meekness and 
humility, knowing that it is such who shall inherit God’s eternal kingdom.   

h.  But He does not leave you without help in this matter, or any matter.  He 
gives His Spirit who is able to bring this godly grace into your heart, so that it 
permeates your life.  But you must seek Him for this grace.  You must call 
upon the Lord Jesus to help you mortify that evil pride.  And the Lord will 
help you.   

 
2.  What you are to submit to is every form of human authority.  You are to submit 

to the Lord, to the officers of the church, and to the officers of the state.    
a.  You are to submit because, as Paul writes, “There is no authority except from 

God, and those which exist are established by God.  Therefore he who resists 
authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will 
receive condemnation upon themselves” (Rom. 13:1-2).   

b.  God has ordained an authority structure throughout His creation.  And 
everything that He has ordained, we are to submit to out of love for Him and 
for His Son, our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 
B.  But What He Has More Specifically in View Here Are Kings and the Governors.  

He Says, “Whether to a king as the one in authority, or to governors as sent by him 
for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right.”   
1.  You are to submit to the king for he has the ultimate authority in the state.   

a.  For Peter’s audience, this was the Roman Caesar.   
b.  For us, it is really the whole of the United States government.   
c.  I don’t pretend to understand every link in the chain of command in our 

nation, but I do understand that this authority is ordained by God, and because 
it is, you and I are to submit to it, as long as they do not require that we break 
any of God’s commandments.   

 
2.  We must not only submit to this authority, but also to those who are sent by 

them.   
a.  We call one who is sent by an authority an emissary, an ambassador, or a 

representative.  They are sent for the purpose of accomplishing something in 
the name of that authority, whether it is to declare terms of peace, or to ask 
terms of peace, or to represent that authority in some form of negotiations.  
For this reason, they are armed with authority to act on their behalf.   
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b.  So the official agents of our federal and state government have authority over 
us.   

c.  The IRS has authority from the US government to monitor our income and 
levy a certain amount of tax from us.   

d.  The police department has authority from the government to protect our lives 
and to cite us for breaking the laws of the state.   

e.  These ambassadors have the same God-given authority that our government 
does, for they are all ordained by the Lord.  Therefore we are to submit to 
them.  And, lest we think that we don’t need to, God has armed them with the 
authority, to punish with the sword those who do evil, and to praise those who 
do good.   

f.  I fear that there is much more punishment that needs to be done than praise in 
our days.  If you watch much of the news, you can easily get that impression.  
I guess that people would rather hear about the persons who need to be 
punished, than the ones who deserve praise.   

g.  But the point here is that you and I are to submit to the authority which God 
has ordained.  When we do, we are submitting to God.  When we do not, we 
are rebelling against God.   

 
C.  You Must Give Everyone His Rightful Due in the Sight of God.  Peter goes on to 

show us in verse 17 that everyone of us here has certain obligations to everyone 
living, to all men in whatever walk of life, and to God Himself, either because of 
right of office, or right of personal worth.   
1.  First, he says you are to “honor all men.”   

a.  There is a dignity that we are to ascribe to all men by virtue of the fact that all 
men are made in the image of God.   

b.  Since the next group deals with Christian brothers and sisters, I believe that 
this is a command to honor all non-Christians.   

c.  You are to honor them as image-bearers of God.  They are therefore worthy 
of certain considerations.  You are to love them, protect them, and be a good 
neighbor to them.   

d.  It is true that they are wicked in their hearts, and that all they desire is only 
evil continually, at least when their hearts are viewed by the most holy and 
wise God.  But we should never, on that account, consider that they are 
worthless.   

e.  They may not even be of God’s elect, but that doesn’t remove their value.  
We are to honor them as men and women made in the image of God.  To harm 
them in any way is still a crime worthy of restitution in the sight of God.  To 
kill them is punishable by death.   

f.  No.  We must show them honor by virtue of the fact that they in some 
measure bear the image of the God of all creation.   

 
2.  Second, Peter says that you are to love the brotherhood.   

a.  If we are to give honor to those who are made in the image of God, how much 
more those who have been recreated in His image and are now the beloved of 
God?   
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b.  If to honor someone means to ascribe some value to them, to love them means 
to ascribe even greater value.   

c.  Your brethren are to be precious to you.  You are to love them.   
(i)  Sometimes we tend to treat our neighbors with even more care and 

consideration than those within the household of God.  But why is that?   
(ii)  God calls us to love them more.  It should already be in our hearts to love 

them more, for who that loves the most holy God, would not love those who 
are made in His image, who have His character stamped in their lives more 
than those who do not have even the smallest amount of that moral 
excellence?   

(iii)  If you are to love men in general, how much more should you love those 
who are the members of the eternal family of God?   

 
d.  It is a shame that we do not love each other more than we do.  God 

commands us as His children to love one another, as much as we love 
ourselves.   

 
3.  Third, Peter says that you are to fear God.   

a.  If we are to accord honor to those who are made in God’s image, how much 
more the divine original, God Himself?   

b.  I have said so much on this subject lately, I don’t need to dwell on it, but only 
to remind you that it is our duty to fear the Lord.  It will keep us from evil and 
motivate us to do what is right, if it is truly there.   

c.  Our faith in Christ does not remove this fear, it only assures us in the face of it 
of our acceptance with this terrible and fearful God.   

 
4.  Lastly, Peter says that you are to honor the king.   

a.  As I’ve already said, there are offices of authority which have been ordained 
by God which we must respect.   

b.  All of the offices which He has created in all spheres of life come with 
authority, and we are to submit to them.  We are to listen to what they say in 
their respective spheres, and do what they say.   

c.  This is what the Lord requires of us in the fifth commandment, where He says, 
“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the 
land which the LORD your God gives you” (Exod. 20:12).   

d.  This is a command to honor all of your superiors as those set over you for 
your good.   

e.  Peter says you are to do this “for the Lord’s sake . . . for such is the will of 
God.”  You are to do it because your Lord has asked it of you.  And does He 
have the right to require it?  Of course!  He is the One who made you.  He is 
the One who takes care of you.  He is the One who redeemed you, who 
cleansed you, who adopted you as His Sons and daughters, through the 
precious blood of His only begotten Son.  Therefore, He has the right.   

f.  And don’t forget the motivations to duty which Peter mentions in the opening 
verses of this letter.   
(i)  You have been redeemed with precious blood, the blood of Christ.   
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(ii)  You have been born again through the sovereign operation of the Spirit of 
God.   

(iii)  You are being protected by the power of God for a salvation which is 
ready to be revealed in the last time.   

(iv)  That is, these things are true if you are trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ 
this morning, if you have come to Him as to a living stone and embraced 
Him through faith.  If you have come to Christ and have been built upon 
Him as a part of His living Temple, then all the promises are yours, and all 
of the powers of hell cannot take them away from you.   

(v)  What stronger motivation could you have than that the God of the 
universe has set His affection on you, and has loved you with an everlasting 
love, and has drawn you to Himself to be His child and His servant?   

(vi)  It is on the basis of His love for you, and the love which you should have 
for Him that He asks this of you.  So will you not do it?   

(vii)  If you refuse, haven’t you stumbled over Christ, and hasn’t He become 
to you a rock of offense?  If so, then everything that He requires will be 
offensive to you.   

(viii)  You cannot love the things which are holy, and consequently you 
cannot live the holy life, which God requires, unless you first love the Son.   

(ix)  But how can you love that which you do not love?  You can’t!  But God 
can enable you to do so.  He is the only One who can.  Salvation is in His 
hands.  You must come to Him through His Son, Jesus Christ.  You must 
lay hold of Him through Christ.  You must seek God through Christ until 
you have found Him!   

(x)  If such is the case with you this morning, then take hold of Christ!  
Believe the gospel, and embrace God’s Son.  He is the fountain of eternal 
life, and no one can be saved except through Him.   

(xi)  But now let me quickly move on to the second point.   
 

II.  The Reason You Are to Submit to this Authority Is That By Doing So You May 
Stop the Mouths of Foolish Men.    
A.  Submission Is Not Only Right in the Eyes of the God Who Commands It, But Also 

in the Sight of Men, Who Expect to See It.  Peter Says, “For such is the will of God 
that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men.”   
1.  It is first of all right because God commands it.  And, since God commands it, 

men have a right to see it.   
2.  But it may also have the added effect of silencing the ignorance of foolish men.   

a.  This may have been the reason, after all, why last week we saw that the 
heathen were slandering the Christians as evildoers.   

b.  Perhaps it was because they thought that they were being insubordinate to the 
state.  After all, if in all good conscience they could not worship the Roman 
Caesar, they may have been looked at as rebels.   

c.  But Peter tells them to submit, to do what is right, so that they might close 
their mouths, that they might take away their grounds to accuse them of evil.   

d.  Daniel did everything in accordance with the Law of Babylon, as long as it 
did not interfere with his worship of God.  Because of this, his enemies had no 
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legitimate grounds upon which to accuse him (6:4).   
e.  Mordecai was also exemplary in his daily conduct, and for this the man who 

wanted to hang him was hanged by the king in his place (Esther 6).   
f.  They did what was right in the sight of God and man, and as a result, they 

were honored.   
g.  Our Lord Jesus Christ did everything according to God’s Law and did not 

violate man’s law.  Therefore, when the Pharisees brought Him before Pilate, 
Pilate could find no grounds upon which to punish Him.   

 
B.  In the Same Way, You Must Always Use Your Freedom, Not as an Excuse to Sin, 

But As an Opportunity to Serve and Honor God.  He Concludes, “Act as free men, 
and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God.”   
1.  Whatever your status is in this life, you have freedom in the eyes of the Lord.   

a.  Paul writes, “For he who was called in the Lord while a slave, is the Lord's 
freedman; likewise he who was called while free, is Christ's slave” (1 Cor. 
7:22).   

b.  As a Christian, you are free from many things.  You are free from the guilt of 
your sins, which would have condemned you on the final day.  You are free 
from the Law as a Covenant of Works which required perfect obedience from 
you in order for you to gain salvation.  You are free from sin as your ruler, 
“For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law, but under 
grace” (Rom. 6:14).   

 
2.  But having been set free in Christ, you must not use that freedom as a license to 

sin.   
a.  Christ has not given you a license to sin, but the freedom to do what is right.   
b.  To use that freedom as an excuse to sin is to again subject yourself to slavery.     
c.  But to use it for the honor of Christ, as His bondslave, is to be truly free.   
 

3.  People of God, the Lord calls you to use your freedom in Christ as an 
opportunity to glorify Him and to win others to Christ.  Therefore, submit to the 
Lord.  Submit to your elders in the Lord.  Submit to your rulers in the state.  
Live as blamelessly as you can.  Never give any man an excuse to reject Christ.  
Do what is right in the sight of all men, and the Lord will honor you richly on that 
final day.  Amen.   


