
”Understanding Will Deliver You” 
(Proverbs 2:10-22) 

Introduction: We saw two weeks ago that the Lord has charted a straight 
course for you through life. The devil has his snares, his traps, his 
pitfalls all laid out before you, especially for you who are young. You must 
never forget that this book of Proverbs was written primarily for the youth, 
the naive, the inexperienced, to teach you how to live. But it is for all who 
need wisdom, the aged as well as the youth. You may think that you don’t need 
it. You may believe that you have enough knowledge to stay out of trouble. 
But the Lord knows your weaknesses. He also knows the craft and subtlety of 
the devil. He knows that even the mighty have fallen into his traps. And so 
He gives you this book to guide you throughout life into His paths of life, so 
that your foot may not stray into the broad path of destruction. 

powerful snares: those so-called friends who will seek to lead him off of 
the straight paths of righteousness into the twisted paths of evil, and the 
adulteress who will seek to lure him into her house to destroy his soul. It 
is again a warning against peer-pressure and a warning against sexual 
temptation. And ladies, just because Solomon is addressing his son does not 
mean that this warning does not apply to you as well. There is much of this 
kind of temptation in the world for you, as well as for young men and old. 
But again Solomon tells you how you might avoid these snares through godly 
knowledge. And what I want you to see from this text is that, 

This week, Solomon warns his son against two of the devil’s most 

If you understand what to look out for and what to avoid in life, then 
you will be much better equipped to avoid the pitfalls of the enemy. 

I. The First Snare that Solomon Alerts You to Is that Path of Evil that So 
Many in this World Love to Walk On. Solomon Would Deliver the Soul of 
His Son from This, and Your’s as Well. 
A. Evil Is a Progressive Thing. 

I. One doesn’ t hit rock bottom all at once. 
2. It is like a slide down into a pit. The lower you are on the 

3.  This description Solomon gives you of the man of evil at once 
slide, the worse you get. 

tells you two things: it tells you whom to avoid, and what will 
happen to you if you follow him. 

B. Notice How This Evil Progresses and What Will Happen to You If You 
Follow Evil Men: It Usually Begins by Someone Seeking to Entice You 
with Evil Speech. 
1.  Temptation first comes through the mind. You must first have an 

idea of what you want to do before you can do anything. 
2. And this is why the devil is working overtime to capture your 

imagination. If he can control your thoughts, he can control 
your desires. 
a. Didn’t Satan first entice Achan with the golden bar and the 

beautiful robe of Shinar and paint them wonderfully in his 
mind, before he was tempted to take hold of them? 

were enamored with David, in order to entice him to destroy 
him? 

b. Didn’t Satan bring to Saul’s attention the fact that so many 

c. Weren’t Aaron and Miriam content with what the Lord had 
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C. 

given to them, until the devil showed them how much happier 
they would be if they had the prestige which God had given 
to Moses? 

d. Satan attacks the mind. He plants his evil thoughts there. 
e. And this is why the apostle Paul speaks so strongly of the 

battle ground of your mind and the importance of protecting 
it. ”FOR THOUGH WE WALK IN THE FLESH, WE DO NOT W A R  
ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, FOR THE WEAPONS OF OUR WARFARE ARE 
NOT OF THE FLESH, BUT DIVINELY POWERFUL FOR THE DESTRUCTION 
OF FORTRESSES. WE ARE DESTROYING SPECULATIONS AND EVERY 
LOFTY THING RAISED UP AGAINST THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, AND WE 
ARE TAUING EVERY THOUGHT CAPTIVE TO THE OBEDIENCE OF CHRIST” 
( 2  Cor. 10:3-5). Every thought must be taken captive to the 
Word of God, or they will take you captive. 

f. The devil is a very subtle worker of iniquity. He knows 
your weaknesses, and he has very many emissaries in this 
world that are at his beck and call to entice you to do 
evi 1. 

g. And so first, realize that the devil will seek to plant his 
evil thoughts in your mind to turn you off the road. 

Second, Before You Know It, You Will Abandon the Paths of 
Uprightness to Walk in the Ways of Darkness. 
1.  Once the evil thoughts have been planted in your mind, the devil 

2. He hopes to bring forth a full crop of evil actions from those 

3.  Even as the minister seeks to plant the thoughts of 

will make sure that they are well watered. 

evi 1 thoughts. 

righteousness in your mind, hoping to bring forth a harvest of 
righteousness for your profit and God’s glory, so the devil 
seeks to bring a harvest of evil in your life by sowing his 
evil thoughts in your mind. 

4. And as his darkness begins to cloud your mind, and your love for 
the light is eclipsed by your love for the darkness, you will 
abandon the path of light, to walk on the path of evil. 

D. And Lastly, If You Continue to Walk on This Path, Your Heart Will 
Become Engrossed in Its Evil. 
1.  This is the last stage of the downward spiral. 
2. Satan puts his sinister thoughts in your mind. You are enticed 

to follow after them in your actions. And eventually, when you 
become accustomed to doing evil, you will begin to enjoy it. 

3.  You will be as those whom Solomon describes here, ”WHO DELIGHT 
IN DOING EVIL, AND REJOICE IN THE PERVERSITY OF EVIL.” 

4. Once he has won your affections, once your heart has become 
captivated by his values, then the battle is lost. 

5. You will no longer be on the straight path of righteousness, but 
now your paths will be twisted, and your course of life, 
crooked. 

6. Your lifestyle will reflect the devil’s, and his end in the 
fiery pit will be shared by you as well. 

7. This is the first pit to avoid: the man who speaks perverse 
things . 

11. The Second Snare that Solomon Draws Your Attention to Is that of Sexual 
Sin. This Is that Lady Whom Solomon Continually Warns His Son Against. 
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Avoid the Adulteress! But Seek Lady Wisdom! 
A. You Know that Adultery and Harlotry Are Not New. 

1.  
2. Back in the time of Solomon these crimes were punishable by 

They have been around for a while. 

death. Today it is glorified as the normal and right thing to 
do. 

sexual favors for a price. But we don't often recoil at 
adultery these days, for it seems to be the norm. Nor are we in 
the least bit shocked when we hear of premarital sexual 
relations, because they are so rampant. But all of these are 
serious sexual sins which are condemned by God. They are not to 
be done. They are to be avoided by you! 

3.  We all probably recoil at the professional prostitute who sells 

B. Solomon Calls This One the Strange Woman, the One Who Will Seek to 
Entice You into Sexual Sin. 
1.  She is a stranger to you because she is not your wife by 

covenant. She is a foreigner. She is not your lawful 
companion. 

She is not sexually pure. She is not content. 

Solomon says of her bait, "FOR THE LIPS OF AN ADULTERESS DRIP 

2. But she is further foreign in the sense that she is unchaste. 

3.  And because she isn't, she seeks to entice you into her net. 

HONEY, AND SMOOTHER THAN OIL IS HER SPEECH" (5: 3 ) .  

C. She Is the One Who Has Grown Weary of Her Spouse and Has Cast Aside 
Her Covenant Vows of Marriage. 
1.  Solomon says of her, she "LEAVES THE COMPANION OF HER YOUTH, AND 

2. Her desire cannot be fulfilled by the one she has pledged her 
life to in marriage, and so she sets aside that covenant, and 
buries it in the sea of forgetfulness. 

3.  She then begins to stalk her prey. Solomon writes in chapter 
7:6-23, "AT THE WINDOW OF MY HOUSE I LOOKED THROUGH MY LATTICE, 
AND I SAW AMONG THE NAIVE, I DISCERNED AMONG THE YOUTHS, A YOUNG 
MAN LACKING SENSE, PASSING THROUGH THE STREET NEAR HER CORNER; 

EVENING, IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT AND IN THE DARKhfESS. AND 
BEHOLD, A WOMAN COMES TO MEET HIM, DRESSED AS A HARLOT AND 

NOT REMAIN AT HOME; SHE IS NOW IN THE STREETS, NOW IN THE 

KISSES HIM, AND WITH A BRAZEN FACE SHE SAYS TO HIM: 'I WAS DUE 
TO OFFER PEACE OFFERINGS; TODAY I HAVE PAID MY VOWS. THEREFORE 
I HAVE COME OUT TO MEET YOU, TO SEEK YOUR PRESENCE EARNESTLY, 
AND I HAVE FOUND YOU. I HAVE SPREAD MY COUCH WITH COVERINGS, 
WITH COLORED LINENS OF EGYPT. I HAVE SPRINKLED MY BED WITH 
MYRRH, ALOES AND CINN~ON. COME, LET US DRINK OUR FILL OF LOVE 
UNTIL MORNING; LET US DELIGHT OURSELVES WITH CARESSES. FOR THE 
MAN IS NOT AT HOME, HE HAS GONE ON A LONG JOURNEY; HE HAS TAKEN 
A BAG OF MONEY WITH HIM, AT FULL MOON HE WILL COME HOME.' WITH 
HER MANY PERSUASIONS SHE ENTICES HIM; WITH HER FLATTERING LIPS, 
SHE SEDUCES HIM. SUDDENLY HE FOLLOWS HER, AS AN OX GOES TO THE 
SLAUGHTER, OR AS ONE IN FETTERS TO THE DISCIPLINE OF A FOOL, 
UNTIL AN ARROW PIERCES THROUGH HIS LIVER; AS A BIRD HASTENS TO 
THE SNARE, SO HE DOES NOT KNOW THAT IT WILL COST HIM HIS LIFE." 

FORGETS THE COVENANT OF HER GOD" (v. 17). 

AND HE TAKES THE WAY TO HER HOUSE, IN THE TWILIGHT, IN THE 

~ N N I N G  OF HEART. SHE IS BOISTEROUS AND REBELLIOUS; HER FEET nu 

SQUARES, AND LURUS BY EVERY CORNER. SO SHE SEIZES HIM AND 
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4. There are many just like her, both male and female in our 
society today. And the devil may use them to try and make you 
discontent with your covenant mate. 

D. But Solomon Says that Her House Is Nothing But an Elevator to Hell. 
Her Paths Lead to the Abode of the Dead. 
1.  "FOR HER HOUSE SINKS DOWN TO DEATH, AND HER TRACKS LEAD TO THE 

DEAD" (v. 1 8 ) .  

2. He says, "NOW THEREFORE, MY SONS, LISTEN TO ME, AND PAY 
ATTENTION TO THE WORDS OF MY MOUTH. no NOT LET YOUR HEART TURN 
ASIDE TO HER WAYS, DO NOT STRAY INTO HER PATHS. FOR MANY ARE 
THE VICTIMS SHE HAS CAST DOWN, AND NUMEROUS ARE ALL HER SLAIN. 
HER HOUSE IS THE WAY TO SHEOL, DESCENDING TO THE CHAMBERS OF 
DEATH" (7: 24-27). 

E. All Who Step Off of the Path of Righteousness to Come Into Her Do 
Not Return Again. 
1.  This is probably the most dangerous of all of the snares of the 

2. Just think of all of those whom you know, be they professing 

3.  Just think of all those in the Scriptures who fell into this or 

devil. More people fall into this one than anything else. 

Christians or not, who have fallen into this trap. 

or similar situations. 
a. Samson was tempted by the harlot Delilah, and it cost him 

his sight and his life. 
b. Judah was tempted by his own daughter-in-law, Tamar, and 

bore the disgrace of having children by his own relative. 
c. A man of Israel took a woman from the daughters of Moab into 

his tent in broad daylight while the sons of Israel were 
mourning over their unfaithfulness to God's covenant, and 
they were both run through with a spear. 

4. It is most often the case that those who fall into this sin 
never recover from it. And that is why Solomon says, "NONE WHO 
GO TO HER RETURN AGAIN, NOR no THEY REACH THE PATHS OF LIFE" (v. 
19 ) .  
a. Dante put a sign over the door to his inferno, which read, 

b. When you enter the house of an immoral person, you should be 
"Abandon all hope ye who enter here!" 

prepared to do the same. 

5. And so these are two snares that you must avoid like the plague. 
You must not only pray that you may avoid them, you must also 
avoid them. Thomas Brooks wrote, "He that would not be burnt, 
must dread the fire; he that would not hear the bell, must not 
meddle with the rope. To venture upon the occasion of sin, and 
then to pray, 'Lead us not into temptation,' is all one as to 
thrust thy finger into the fire, and then to pray that it might 
not be burnt. So, in Prov. 4.14, 15, you have another command: 
'Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of 
evil men: avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass 
away.' This triple gradation of Solomon showeth with a great 
emphasis, how necessary it is for men to flee from all 
appearance of sin, as the seaman shuns sands and shelves, and as 
men shun those who have the plague-sores running upon them. As 
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weeds do endanger the corn, as bad humours do endanger the 
blood, or as an infected house doth endanger the neighbourhood; 
so doth the company of the bad endanger those that are good. 
[Friendship] with wicked consorts is one of the strongest chains 
of hell, and binds us to a participation of both sin and 
punishment” (Remedies 67). 

III. But the Antidote that Solomon Gives to You This Morning Should Come as 
No Surprise: You Must Guard Your Paths by Walking According to God’s 
Wisdom. 

A. Solomon says, ”FOR WISDOM WILL ENTER YOUR HEART, AND KNOWLEDGE WILL 
BE PLEASANT TO YOUR SOUL.” 
1.  It will be pleasant to you because it is a safeguard to your 

2. Solomon says, ”ACQUIRE WISDOM! ACQUIRE UNDERSTANDING! DO NOT 
soul. 

FORGET, NOR TURN AWAY FROM THE woms OF MY MOUTH. no NOT 
FORSAUE HER, AND SHE WILL GUARD YOU; LOVE HER, AND SHE WILL 
WATCH OVER YOU” (4:5-6). 

B. Wisdom and Understanding Are to Be Your Life-Long Companions. 
1.  They are meant by God to keep you out of harm’s way. 
2. ”DISCRETION WILL WARD YOU, UNDERSTANDING WILL WATCH OVER YOU, 

TO DELIVER YOU FROM THE WAY OF EVIL . . . TO DELIVER YOU FROM 
THE STRANGE WOMAN” (v. 11-12, 16). 

C. God Has a Purpose in Giving These Things to You. The Purpose Is 
that ”YOU MAY WALK IN THE WAY OF GOOD MEN, AND THAT YOU MAY KEEP THE 
PATHS OF RIGHTEOUS MEN.” 
1.  If you stay on the path of righteousness and don’t deviate to 

the left or to the right, then you need have no fear of doing 
what is evil. 

2. When you observe the traffic laws, you need never fear getting a 
ticket. 

3.  When you observe the safety standards when operating any 
equipment, you needn’t fear getting injured. 

4. Even so, if you follow the Lord’s paths of holy and godly 
living, you will avoid all occasions of evil. 

D. Solomon Says Here That If You You Walk in His Ways, Then Your End 
Will Be Blessed with the Righteous. 
1.  ”FOR THE UPRIGHT WILL LIVE IN THE LAND, ANn THE BLAMELESS WILL 

REMAIN IN IT. ” 
2. You will not only be blessed on this earth, but you will be 

blessed in the new heavens and earth which is to come. 
3.  Though you may only be saved through faith in the Lord Jesus 

Christ and repentance from all your sin, yet your quality of 
life now, and in the age to come, is affected by what you do in 
thi s world. 

4. If you keep to the paths of righteousness, you will be blessed. 

E. But If You Abandon Those Paths to Walk in the Crooked Ways, You Will 
Be Uprooted from the Land of the Living and Be Cut Off from the 
Comfortable Presence of the Lord. 
1.  ”BUT THE wIcmn WILL BE CUT OFF FROM THE Lmn, mn THE 

TREACHEROUS WILL BE UPROOTED FROM IT.” 
2. You will not only shorten your life here, but you will be cut 
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3 .  

off from the eternal city of God’s glory, to inherit your 
portion in the lake which burns with eternal fire. 
In closing, listen to the words of Moses, and apply them to your 
hearts. ”SEE, I HAVE SET BEFORE YOU TODAY LIFE AND PROSPERITY, 
AND DEATH AND ADVERSITY; SO CHOOSE LIFE IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY 
LIVE, YOU AND YOUR DESCENDANTS, BY LOVING THE LORD YOUR GOD, BY 
OBEYING HIS VOICE, AND BY HOLDING FAST TO HIM; FOR THIS IS YOUR 
LIFE AND THE LENGTH OF YOUR DAYS, THAT YOU MAY LIVE IN THE LAND 
WHICH THE LORD SWORE TO YOUR FATHERS, TO ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND 
JACOB, TO GIVE THEM” (Deu. 30: 15, 19-20). Trust in the Lord 
Jesus and do His will, that you may live. Amen. 


