
“Two Lives Considered” 

(Mark 6:14-29) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we considered the simple message of the Gospel – which is repent.   

a.  This is the essence of what we are to bring to others.   

b.  This is what a person must do if they are to see heaven.   

(i)  Everyone is born into this world on the broad path – their life is offensive to 

God.   

(ii)  They’re going the wrong way – unless they turn around, God will judge them, 

and they will perish forever.   

(iii)  They need to turn to Jesus Christ if they are to be saved.   

(iv)  They need to begin to do what honors Him.   

(v)  If they do, they will live; if they don’t, they’re finished.   

 

2.  As you think about this, consider whom you might invite to the Easter Service.   

a.  It’s true they might not come – but it’s also true they might.   

b.  One thing is certain – if they don’t hear the Gospel and repent, they will perish.   

c.  Let’s all do what can do to keep that from happening.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning we’re going to see two examples to encourage us – two men who 

chose different paths.   

a.  One who did the right thing – he repented and urged others to do the same.   

b.  And another who didn’t, but persecuted the one who called him to repent.   

c.  Each came to an entirely different end.   

 

2.  As we look at these two men, I want you to consider which example you will follow:   

a.  Will you repent and live?   

b.  Or will you not and perish?   

c.  Every day you decide one or the other.   

d.  There are only two paths.  Which will you choose?   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  Let’s consider first, Herod’s bad example.  What do we know about Herod?   

1.  We know that he had a guilty conscience (vv. 14-16).   

a.  Sin always brings guilt, and great sin brings greater guilt.   

b.  Herod felt so guilty, he had become paranoid.   

(i)  This was part of God’s judgment for his sin, and a prelude to what was 

coming.   

(ii)  God gave you a conscience to warn you of your sin and judgment.   

(iii)  It’s meant to drive you to repentance – to Jesus Christ.   
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(iv)  It can also destroy you if you don’t find relief for that guilt by repenting and 

coming to Christ.   

 

2.  What was Herod feeling guilty about?  At least two things:  adultery and murder.   

a.  Herod had arrested John for publicly denouncing his sin with Herodias (vv. 17-

18).   

(i)  Herodias was his brother Philip’s wife whom she had left to marry him.   

(ii)  That might have been acceptable if Philip was dead – in Israel it was a law 

that a man marry his brother’s widow and to keep that line alive (Deu. 25:5-6).   

(iii)  But if the brother was still living, the law forbade that marriage (Lev. 18:16; 

20:21).   

(a)  Herod was guilty of adultery of a very serious kind – he had his brother’s 

wife.   

(b)  Notice that the Law also applied to those who were not of Israel.   

 

b.  Apparently Herod didn’t want to kill John – he only wanted to silence him.  

Herod was really afraid of John.   

(i)  He knew John was a righteous man – which is why he enjoyed listening to 

him in other matters, as long as it didn’t have to do with his adultery – though 

he didn’t always understand him – fear brings respect.   

(ii)  Notice that even the unconverted sometimes enjoy listening to the truth, 

unless that truth convicts them.   

(a)  Just because you find something entertaining in God’s truth doesn’t mean 

you’re converted.   

(b)  And just because someone you know likes to talk about Christianity and is 

interested in the Bible, doesn’t mean they’re converted.  

(c)  You must embrace all of God’s truth, not just parts.   

(d)  You must act on everything He says, not just the things you might be 

inclined to do.   

(e)  And you must do so out of love for God, not just the fear of hell.   

(f)  This is how you can know you are His child.   

 

c.  Herod didn’t want to kill John, but he eventually did.   

(i)  It was because of a foolish vow he made.   

(a)  Herodias had it out for John because what he said also exposed her guilt.   

(b)  But she couldn’t have him executed because Herod was afraid of him (vv. 

19-20).   

(c)  However, she did find her opportunity (vv. 21-28).   

(1)  When her daughter’s dancing pleased Herod, he offered to give her a 

reward – up to half of his kingdom.   

(2)  She went to her mother to ask what she should ask for – her mother 

replied, the head of John the Baptist.   

(3)  Herod didn’t want to grant this request – because he was afraid of what 

God might do to him.   

(4)  But he was willing to do it rather than go back on his word in front of 

his guests.   
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(5)  And so he was guilty of murder of a very serious kind – he executed 

one of God’s prophets.   

(6)  You should never promise to do anything that binds you to sin.   

(A)  If you have, you must break that vow.   

(B)  You should also never let those around you intimidate you into 

doing what’s wrong.   

(C)  Remember the One you’re accountable to is watching – He will 

bring you into account.   

 

(ii)  Herod also sinned by abusing his power   

(a)  The Lord doesn’t give any governor the right to execute someone because 

it’s convenient.   

(b)  That power is entrusted to him to reward good and punish evil (Rom. 13).   

(c)  This is something else Herod had to answer for, as will our leaders and 

those of all nations.   

(d)  Make sure that you use whatever authority you have for its God-intended 

and honoring purposes.   

 

d.  Is it any wonder Herod was paranoid – is it any wonder he thought Jesus was 

John the Baptist raised from the dead (v. 16)?   

(i)  His conscience was accusing him of something dreadfully wrong, something 

he needed to deal with before he died.   

(ii)  But he didn’t, and Herod went down into the flames of hell where he will 

suffer for all eternity.   

(iii)  He didn’t repent, and so he perished.   

(iv)  Jesus says to you this morning, you too must repent or you will perish – so 

will everyone you know who won’t turn from their sins.   

 

B.  Let’s consider second, John’s good example – he repented and wasn’t afraid to tell 

others they needed to repent as well.   

1.  Notice who was really afraid of whom?  Herod feared John because he was a holy 

man.  

a.  He was holy because he had repented and trusted in the Savior.   

b.  He was holy because God had set him apart to be His spokesman.   

(i)  John was the greatest of the Old Testament prophets (Matt. 11:11).   

(ii)  He was the one who preached repentance to prepare the way for Jesus.   

 

c.  As a preacher of repentance, he faithfully denounced sin wherever he saw it – 

including in Herod.   

(i)  That’s commendable, especially in light of who Herod was:   

(a)  He was the son of Herod the Great – the Herod that attempted to kill Jesus 

when He was born.   

(b)  The same Herod Pilate sent Jesus to before He was crucified.   

(c)  He had the power to arrest John, to imprison him, even to execute him 

without cause – that made him extremely dangerous.   

(d)  And yet, John didn’t hold back even from denouncing his sin publicly.   



4 

 

(ii)  When looking for an example of courage, you don’t need to look any further 

than John.  Where did he find this courage?   

(a)  He found it in the path of obedience.   

(1)  He knew as long as he served his Lord faithfully, he was invincible – 

nothing could touch him that was outside of God’s will.   

(2)  The same is true for you – as long as you are walking in God’s will, 

nothing can harm you.   

(3)  Even if you should suffer and die for the Gospel, the Lord will bring 

you to heaven.   

 

(b)  His courage also came from the Spirit.   

(1)  He can give you the confidence you need to do His will, no matter what 

it is.   

(2)  True courage comes from repenting and walking with the Lord in 

obedience.   

 

2.  The second thing to see here is the honorable end John came to.   

a.  When John’s work was done, the Lord took him to heaven.   

(i)  When Herod executed John, his life wasn’t over – the Lord just put an end to 

his sufferings.   

(ii)  He took him to heaven to receive his reward.   

(iii)  And being now in heaven, he is perfectly blessed and will be throughout 

eternity.   

(iv)  What a contrast to Herod, who has been burning in unquenchable and 

increasing fire for nearly 2000 years and will continue to do so for the rest of 

eternity 

(v)  Which one really prospered?   

 

b.  He was also honored by those who knew him on earth.   

(i)  When his disciples heard what Herod had done to him, they took his body and 

laid it to rest in a tomb (v. 29), in view of the resurrection.   

(ii)  He was honored and remembered because of his holiness.   

 

c.  And so John was honored by the Lord and by men, while Herod was condemned 

by both.   

(i)  Which end do you prefer?   

(ii)  If you would receive this honor from the Lord and those who are His, you 

must do what John did – repent, trust in Jesus, and then do what you can to 

help others come to repentance and faith.  Amen.   
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