
“Turn from Your Idols to God” 
(Acts 14:8-18)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  We understand by now why God made us and all things:   
a.  Not from any need in Him:   

(i)  Because He needed to create; wouldn’t be complete until He did.   
(ii)  Or from a need to give or do something for someone else.   
(iii)  God is perfectly blessed from all eternity.   

(a)  He is neither happier for having made us, nor less happy if He hadn’t.   
(b)  It comes as a blow to our pride:  He doesn’t need us.   
(c)  But if He did, then God couldn’t have been perfect without us, since He 

wouldn’t have been perfectly happy.   
(d)  We must never think God depends on us for anything.   

 
b.  If He didn’t need to create us or all things, then why did He do it?   

(i)  To reveal His glory:  to create an audience to show what He is like and an arena 
or stage on which to do so.   

(ii)  Not because He needed to, but because it pleased Him.   
(iii)  Those who understand this, accept this, submit to Him, and give Him glory by 

trusting in Jesus Christ and doing what He commands will be blessed for 
honoring Him:  that’s the blessing that comes from being a Christian 

(iv)  But those who see God’s glory and refuse to honor Him will still serve God’s 
purpose:  “As the sun, which would shine in its own brightness and glory though 
all the world were blind, or did willfully shut their eyes against it, so God will be 
ever most glorious, let men be ever so obstinate or rebellious. Yea, God will have 
glory by reprobates, though it be nothing to their ease; and though He be not 
glorified of them, yet He will glorify Himself in them” (Nehemiah Rogers).   

 
c.  Understanding this will not only help us make sense of what God is doing in the 

world, it will help us better understand why we are here:  to glorify God by getting 
the message of His redeeming grace out to the world.   

 
2.  Paul and Barnabas understood.   

a.  They knew God was worthy of glory.   
(i)  Because He made them.   
(ii)  Because He redeemed them.   
(iii)  Especially because of who and what He is.   
 

b.  And that’s why they were willing to endure so much to get this Gospel out to others.   
(i)  That’s why they were willing to set their own comfort aside and suffer such 

hardship, even death.   
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(ii)  They wanted the world to glorify God, by turning from everything that dishonors 
Him – themselves, false gods, idols – to the true God through Jesus Christ.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we see a good example of this:   
a.  When the persecution in Iconium forced them to flee to Lystra and Derbe, they 

continued to press forward, preaching the Gospel.   
b.  As they did, Paul saw a man with faith to be healed, and he healed him.   
c.  The crowd (Greeks) immediately concluded that the gods had come down from 

Mount Olympus in the form of men and tried to sacrifice to them.   
d.  But Paul and Barnabas refused their worship and pointed them to God.   
e.  They wanted these men to turn from idolatry to glorify the true God.   
 

2.  Let’s consider three things from our passage:   
a.  First, the miracle at Lystra by which God desired to glorify Himself.   
b.  Second, the reaction of the Greeks to that miracle in which they tried to give that 

glory to another.   
c.  Finally, Paul and Barnabas’ use of that miracle:  to turn their attention to the true 

God that He might receive the glory.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, let’s consider the healing of the lame man at Lystra.   

1.  As we saw in the last section, when they were threatened at Iconium, they fled to Lystra 
and Derbe, where they continued to preach the Gospel.   

2.  As Paul was preaching, he noticed a particular man:   
a.  A man who had been lame from his mother’s womb, who had never walked (v. 18).   

(i)  We’ve seen before that the Lord chooses those that will make His presence and 
glory shine all the brighter.   

(ii)  If He healed this man, everyone would know.   
 

b.  This man was listening to Paul as he preached (v. 9).   
(i)  He was doing what was necessary to receive anything from a minister of the 

Gospel:  paying attention.   
(ii)  Paul stared at him and noticed that he had the faith necessary to be made well.   

(a)  What kind of faith?  We can’t be sure:  merely the faith to be healed, or the 
faith to be saved?  Certainly the first, we’re not sure about the second.   

(b)  Why would he have either?   
(1)  Maybe he saw other miracles they had performed.   
(2)  Perhaps he heard the Gospel and believed what they were saying.   
(3)  Either way, it was the work of the Holy Spirit both to engender this faith in 

him, as well as to alert Paul to it.   
 

c.  When Paul saw that he had faith, he commanded him to stand up (v. 10).   
(i)  And he did – with a leap he rose up and began to walk.   
(ii)  Something which is again quite a bit different than the “miracles” we see today, 

where no one is really quite sure whether anything has happened or changed.   
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(iii)  God actually did this miracle through Paul, and He did it to glorify Himself and 
His Son Jesus Christ.   

 
B.  But second, let’s consider the reaction of the Greeks to this miracle.   

1.  The miracle drew attention, but not the kind the apostles wanted.   
a.  The crowds believed the gods had become men and come down to them (v. 11).   

(i)  They thought Barnabas was Zeus, the king of the so-called ‘gods’ who lived on 
Mount Olympus.   

(ii)  They thought Paul was Hermes – the messenger of the gods, the god of orators, 
literature, and poets – because he was the primary speaker between them (v. 12).   

 
b.  They were so convinced that these men were the gods, the priest of Zeus brought 

oxen and wreaths/garlands to the gates intending to make a sacrifice to them with the 
crowds (v. 13).   

 
2.  This was not the right response to the miracle, but it was a response and it did draw a 

crowd.   
a.  Notice how men will interpret things according to their world view.   

(i)  They didn’t immediately believe that something greater than their gods had done 
this miracle, but that their gods had.   

(ii)  This is something we must take into account when we evangelize:  the lies of the 
enemy by which he has blinded the minds of others.   

(iii)  We need to be aware of them and prepared to refute them.   
 
b.  They misinterpreted what they saw, but Paul and Barnabas couldn’t leave them with 

their own interpretation:  they had to tell them the truth.   
 

C.  Finally, let’s see how Paul and Barnabas used that miracle to turn these idolaters from 
their idols to give glory to God.   
1.  Paul and Barnabas didn’t leave them with their own interpretation, but pointed them to 

God:   
a.  They rejected their idolatry.   

(i)  Not silently – as we often do – but openly.   
(ii)  They tore their robes to show them just how seriously they were in error.   
(iii)  They rushed out into the crowds crying out, “Men, why are you doing these 

things?”  We are just men like you.  We have come to tell you to turn away from 
these things to the living God, the One who made heaven and earth (vv. 14-15).   

 
b.  Notice they used a different approach than the one they took with the Jews:   

(i)  The Jews knew and accepted that the God of Abraham made the world, there was 
no need to argue that point.   

(ii)  But the Greeks didn’t have this at the foundation of their thinking.   
(a)  They thought their gods had somehow evolved out of some preexisting 

material, that they had created the world, or had built the world from the 
carcass of one of their vanquished enemies.   
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(b)  This was one of the lies of the devil to keep them from seeing the truth more 
clearly:  It had to go.  

(c)  After preaching the Gospel, Paul began to use an apologetic to get them 
thinking on the right tract – something that AIG and ICR are attempting to do 
in the present:  pointing them to the Creation, the fact God created, the fact that 
since He did, they owed not only their existence to Him, but their worship.   

(d)  He may have allowed them to go their own way in the past – though not 
without the constant witness of Creation – but now He was calling all men 
everywhere to repent (v. 16-17).   

 
(iii)  Here is an interesting approach:   

(a)  They first preach the Gospel (v. 7) – let the lion out of the cage, as Spurgeon 
said.   

(b)  Then, because they apparently didn’t understand it or didn’t accept it because 
of a previous worldview, they corrected that worldview by attacking their basic 
assumptions – the universe has always been, the gods have evolved, the gods 
have built worlds out of other gods, or as today, the universe was created by a 
cosmic explosion and all life by billions of years of evolution.   

(c)  Then they gave them a positive argument through the evidence God provided 
– He did not leave Himself without witness – giving them good things – rain, 
fruitful harvests, satisfying their hearts with good and gladness.   

(d)  They pointed to the revelation of God in nature, the revelation He tells us 
which leaves all men without excuse (Rom. 1:20).   

(e)  It is evidence, it is irrefutable just by pointing to it; God says it is enough to 
leave them guilty.   

(f)  It shouldn’t matter to us that they might deny it – men often deny the truth:  
but that doesn’t change the fact that it is true.   

 
2.  Consider one last thing:  Even though they gave them these arguments, they still had 

difficulty keeping these Greeks from fulfilling their first inclinations (v. 18).   
a.  If Paul and Barnabas had been men who wanted glory and attention, as so many so-

called ‘ministers’ or ‘evangelists’ do today, they never would have drawn the 
attention away from themselves to God.   

b.  They never would have pointed to the One who made heaven and earth, the One who 
has revealed Himself, at least at some level to them.   

c.  The message of the Gospel is that all men must turn from their idols to God, whether 
that idol be ourselves, some position or possession we’re striving after in life, or 
literally, some other god that we’re worshipping.   

d.  We must turn from our idols to give glory to God.   
e.  We must turn from seeking our own glory to give glory to God.   
f.  This is why He made us, and unless we submit to it, we will never fulfill our true 

purpose in life.   
g.  As we prepare to come to the table, let’s be reminded why it is here:  God so desired 

to glorify His great grace and love that He sent His Son to die for our sins.   
h.  We don’t deserve the glory:  He does.  Let’s prepare now to give Him glory.  Amen.   


