
“Trust Nothing but Jesus” 

(Matthew 3:8-10) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Where do you think you’ll go when you die?  Do you think you’re going to 

heaven?   

a.  Most Americans do – about 9 out of 10 people believe in heaven, most of 

them believe that’s where they’re headed.   

b.  Is that what you think?   

 

2.  If it is, why do you believe this?   

a.  Why do you think God will let you go in?   

b.  Everyone has a reason; is yours a good one?   

(i)  Some think they’re going to heaven because they’ve heard the truth.   

(a)  Someone handed them a Gospel tract.   

(b)  They found a Bible in a hotel room and read it.   

(c)  Someone invited them to church, and they heard a message on 

salvation.   

(d)  They even believed what they read or heard was true.   

(e)  But is that kind of belief enough to save you?   

 

(ii)  Others think they’re going to heaven because they belong to a church.   

(a)  They prayed the prayer; they were baptized; they signed up for church 

membership; they’ve been attending faithfully.   

(b)  There are many that belong to other religions who believe God will 

accept them for their faithfulness.   

(c)  But will He?   

 

(iii)  Still others believe they’re going to heaven because they were born into 

a Christian family.   

(a)  Their parents, grandparents and great-grandparents were Christians.   

(b)  They were baptized as infants into the church.   

(c)  They believe God will accept them as long as they don’t do anything 

really bad and end up being kicked out of the church.   

(d)  But is this enough to save you?   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Do you think you’re going to heaven for any of these reasons?   

2.  If you do, think about this:   

a.  Knowing and believing the truth, being a member of a church, or being the 

children of believers isn’t enough to save you by themselves.   

b.  There is only one thing that can save you – faith in Jesus Christ.   
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II.  Sermon.   

A.  All the things we just looked at aren’t enough.   

1.  Think about to whom John was speaking in our passage.   

a.  To the Jews from Jerusalem and all Judea (v. 5).   

b.  To the Pharisees and Sadducees – the religious leaders (v. 7).   

 

2.  All the things we’ve seen were true of them, but they weren’t saved.   

a.  They had the truth.   

(i)  The Lord had given them His Word – they had the Old Testament 

Scriptures – which Paul tells us was enough to teach them the way of 

salvation (2 Tim. 3:16-17).   

(ii)  They read it, believed it, and even followed it to some degree.   

(iii)  But they weren’t saved.   

 

b.  They were also a part of the church.   

(i)  Not just any church:  They were part of the true church – the church of 

God, the only church that existed at that time.   

(ii)  They had circumcision – God’s mark of ownership on them – they ate 

the Passover – to remember His redemption of their forefathers out of 

Egypt – they worshipped in their synagogues and sacrificed in God’s 

Temple – the only true worship of God at the time.   

(iii)  But John said they still needed repentance, still needed salvation.   

 

c.  And they had the best family connections – they were the children of 

Abraham.   

(i)  They were the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham – I will make 

you the father of many nations (Rom. 4:17), I will multiply your seed as 

the sand by the seashore (Gen. 22:17).   

(ii)  God was their God, and they were His people (Gen. 17:7).   

 

d.  They had God’s Word, they were members of God’s Church, they were 

Abraham’s children.   

(i)  But what does John – the greatest of the Old Covenant prophets – say to 

them?  “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”   

(ii)  He said to their religious leaders, “You brood of vipers, who warned you 

to flee from the wrath to come?  Therefore bear fruit in keeping with 

repentance.”   

(iii)  He also said, “Do not suppose that you can say to yourselves, ‘We have 

Abraham for our father’; for I say to you that from these stones God is 

able to raise up children to Abraham.”   

(iv)  Having the truth isn’t enough; being baptized and becoming a part of a 

church isn’t enough; having the right family connections isn’t enough.   

(v)  You can have all these things and still be on your way to judgment.   

 

B.  If these aren’t enough, what is?  There is only one thing:  faith in Jesus Christ.   
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1.  Knowing what the Bible says is good; believing it’s true is good; but you also 

need to act on what it says.   

a.  The whole thrust of the Bible is that we must trust in God’s Son to save us.   

b.  Jesus sums it up in this way, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His 

only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have 

eternal life.  For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, 

but that the world might be saved through Him” (John 3:16-17).   

c.  The Jews knew this, but they still hadn’t trusted Him.   

d.  You must act on the truth – you must turn from your sins and trust Jesus to 

save you.   

 

2.  Being baptized and becoming a member of a church is a good thing; but it won’t 

save you unless you trust in Jesus Christ.   

a.  All the Jews were a part of the Lord’s church – they were all circumcised (the 

OT counterpart of baptism), they were all God’s people.   

b.  But very few of them actually trusted Jesus and were saved.   

(i)  The Lord said of them through Isaiah the prophet, “Though the number of 

the sons of Israel be like the sand of the sea, it is the remnant that will be 

saved” (Rom. 9:27).   

(ii)  If that was true of those who were part of the true religion, what does this 

say about those who believe a false religion?  There is no hope for them.   

(iii)  Don’t trust your baptism or church membership to save you.   

(iv)  Trust Jesus instead – He alone can save you.   

 

3.  Being related to someone who is a Christian is good; but it won’t save you 

unless you also share their faith.   

a.  Christian parents can teach you and show you the way to come to God 

through Jesus Christ – it’s a great blessing to have them.   

b.  But that won’t save you, unless you actually trust in Jesus.   

(i)  The Jews were Abraham’s physical children; but to be saved, they needed 

to become his spiritual children.   

(ii)  They had to believe as he believed.  Paul writes, “Even so Abraham 

believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.  Therefore, be 

sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham” (Gal. 3:6-

7).   

(iii)  If you would be saved and see heaven, you must be a spiritual son or 

daughter of Abraham by trusting in Jesus, as Abraham did.   

 

4.  What does it mean to trust in Jesus?   

a.  You must first of all be willing to repent of all your sins.   

(i)  To hate the things you do that God says are wrong.   

(ii)  And to turn from them for good.   

 

b.  You must also be willing to take Jesus as your Savior.   

(i)  To acknowledge He is the only way, the only Savior God has provided.   
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(ii)  And to place your whole hope of entering heaven on His work – His 

obedience and death.   

 

c.  And you must be willing to follow Him.   

(i)  You must submit to Him as your Lord.   

(ii)  And you must follow Him wherever He leads you.   

 

5.  Finally, how can you know whether or not you’re trusting Him?   

a.  You can know in the same way John knew these Jews weren’t – by the way 

they lived:  their lives weren’t consistent with genuine faith.   

(i)  They weren’t loving God as they should.   

(ii)  They weren’t loving their neighbor as they should.   

(iii)  This showed that they weren’t trusting Jesus as they should.   

(iv)  The evidence of true conversion is love for God and man.   

(v)  This is the good fruit the Lord wants us produce.   

(vi)  Without this change of heart and life that comes through faith in Jesus 

Christ, the Bible warns we will end up in hell.  Jesus says, “Every tree that 

does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire” (Matt. 7:19).   

 

b.  If you trust in Jesus, He will transform your life.   

(i)  You’ll no longer live like the world, but as sons and daughters of God.   

(ii)  You will become like Jesus:   

(a)  John writes, “The one who says he abides in Him [Jesus] ought 

himself to walk in the same way as He walked” (1 John 2:6).   

(b)  Paul writes, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in 

them” (Eph. 2:10).   

 

(iii)  Is this what you’re doing this evening?   

(iv)  If not, is it because you’re trusting something other than Jesus to save 

you?   

(a)  Don’t trust the fact that you have and believe the truth, your baptism, 

your church membership, or your family relationships to save you.   

(b)  These things are all wonderful blessings, but they alone can’t save 

you.   

(c)  Turn from your sins and trust Jesus alone to save you.   

(d)  He is the only One who can save you from the judgment of hell for 

your sins and guarantee that you will arrive safely in heaven.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


