
 

“Treat Others the Way You Would Be Treated” 
(Matthew 7:12) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Have you ever heard of the Golden Rule?  If you were raised in a Christian 
household, you surely have.  If you were not raised by Christian parents, you probably heard it, 
but may not have known what it was called.  It basically goes like this, “Do unto others as you 
would have them do unto you.”  It tells you that however you want other people to treat you, 
you should also treat them the same way.  This is one of the principles we have been trying to 
teach our own children, as I’m sure you have yours.  Through this we are trying to get them to 
be concerned for others as well as for themselves.  Now notice that the rule does not say, “Do 
unto others as they do unto you.”  Very often the rule gets twisted in our children’s 
understanding to mean this because of the corruption in their hearts.  You might have heard 
words like these coming out of your own children, “Well, he did it to me first.  Didn’t you tell 
me to do to him what he does to me?”  And of course you say, “No, I never said that!”   
 But why is it that we seek to teach our children this principle?  It is because in this very 
maxim is included everything that we need to teach them, every moral and ethical direction that 
the Lord has given us.  It is the summary of the whole Law of God.  And that is what makes it a 
fitting end to this section of the Sermon on the Mount.   
 The Sermon on the Mount, you will recall, is a sermon which the Lord preached to His 
disciples to tell them what the character of a citizen of the kingdom of God should be.  It 
describes those who will finally enter into God’s eternal kingdom, having been transformed by 
His grace to reflect His likeness.  In essence, those characteristics are the same as those found in 
the Law of God.  God’s maxims hold forever.  Jesus said, in Matthew 5:17-20, “Do not think 
that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill.  For truly 
I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass away 
from the Law, until all is accomplished.  Whoever then annuls one of the least of these 
commandments, and so teaches others, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but 
whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  For I say to 
you, that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall not 
enter the kingdom of heaven.”  He then exalts the Law of God even further by spending a 
majority of the sermon correcting false ideas of the Law created by the religious leaders.  Our 
text this evening is His conclusion and serves as a fitting summary of the whole of our duty 
towards man.  And what it reveals to us is that  
 
 Your entire duty to your neighbor, that which sums up what is in the Law and in the 
Prophets, is to do to him as you would have him do to you.   
 
I.  Christ Gives Us Here a Commandment Which Is Very Inclusive.   

A.  “Therefore, however you want people to treat you, so treat them.”   
1.  Now I want you to get the impact of this verse.   
2.  He begins with another “therefore,” which, as we saw in this morning’s message, 

points us back to find the reason for His conclusion.   
a.  I believe that as we do look back over this sermon, we find that there are many 

things it refers to.   
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b.  Remember that all of our duty can be divided into those pertaining to God and those 
pertaining to man.   

c.  All the other commandments are related to those two main objects of our duty.   
d.  The sermon itself gives us many commandments in both categories.  For example:  

(let the Lord apply these things to your heart as I read them).   
(i)  We are called not to have an unrighteous anger towards our brother (5:21-22).   
(ii)  We are called to always seek peace with our brother, and to be reconciled with 

him (vv. 23-26).   
(iii)  We are called not to commit adultery, which would be a violation of the 

sanctity, not only of our own marriage covenant, but of our neighbor’s as well.  
Even our thoughts are to be kept pure in this respect (vv. 27-30).   

(iv)  We are called never to put our spouses away in divorce, except when that 
covenant is violated by adultery (vv. 31-32).   

(v)  We are called to make vows in a proper way to the Lord and then to fulfill those 
vows once we have made them (vv. 33-37).   

(vi)  We are called not to fight evil with evil, but to return good for evil (vv. 38-42).   
(vii)  We are called to love our enemies and  to pray for them (vv. 43-48).   
(viii)  When we give, pray or fast to the Lord, we are to do it in secret, and not 

openly, so that only our heavenly Father sees (6:1-18).   
(ix)  We are to set our affections on the things above, and not on the things on earth.  

We are to store up for ourselves treasures in heaven and not on earth, for where 
our treasure is, there our heart will be also (vv. 19-24).   

(x)  We are not to be anxious for our needs, for our heavenly Father has promised to 
meet them all.  Instead, we are to seek His kingdom and His righteousness, and 
trust that He will provide for us (vv. 25-34).   

(xi)  We are not to stand and judge our brother and condemn him for doing the very 
same things that we ourselves do.  Instead we are to repent of our own sins, and 
then when we have dealt with them, we will see clearly how to help our neighbor 
(7:1-5).   

(xii)  We are called not to give God’s holy things to those who despise them, lest 
they dishonor God, and we get insults and injuries for our labor of love (v. 6).   

(xiii)  And we are to seek the Lord in prayer for our needs, believing that He is able 
and willing to meet them (vv. 7-11).   

(xiv)  There are things which follow this passage, but they mainly deal with helping 
the hearer to discover whether or not they are in the path of life or death (vv. 
13-27).   

(xv)  But everything Christ has said in the sermon with regard to our relationship to 
man is now completed.  I believe that this is why He now gives us this summary.   

 
3.  On the basis of what we have just heard, we see that this commandment is very broad 

and inclusive, especially when you get the impact of original language.   
a.  It literally reads, “All things, therefore, whatsoever you want that men should do to 

you, in the same way you also do to them.”   
b.  I believe that this comes out in the way the King James version renders it, 

“Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so 
to them.”   
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c.  Whatever, in all areas whatsoever, that you want others to do for you, you are to do 
so for them.   

 
B.  The Application of This Text Is Not Difficult.  It Is Very Easy to Understand and Hits Us 

Right Where We Live.  But It Is Very Comprehensive.   
1.  We begin again to see what the psalmist meant where he wrote, “Thy commandment is 

exceedingly broad” (Ps. 119:96).   
a.  “All things whatsoever” includes everything in the way of behavior.   
b.  There is really nothing that is left out.   
c.  But that is the character of the commandments of God.  He was able to summarize 

them all for us into Ten Commandments, and even further yet, into one:  the 
commandment to love.   

d.  And yet the application of them is broad, very broad.   
 
2.  It will take us a lifetime to work out even the applications of it that we will encounter 

in our short time on earth.   
a.  And again I would have you to remember that this commandment is not primarily 

concerned for what our neighbor ought to do for us, but for what we ought to do for 
them.   

b.  It is a command addressed to us as individuals that we should be doing these things 
for others.  We don’t need to wait for a special occasion.  “Therefore, however you 
want people to treat you, so treat them.”   

c.  In light of what we have already seen, we could make some simple applications.   
(i)  How do you want your spouse to treat you?  Are you treating them in that way?   
(ii)  How do you want your neighbors to be towards you?  Have you ever been that 

way towards them?   
(iii)  And what about the things which Christ already taught us in His Sermon on the 

Mount?  Let’s think about a few of these principles in application.   
(iv)  How do you like people to feel towards you?  Do you like it when they are 

angry with you or when they harbor bitterness or grudges against you?  I would 
think you wouldn’t.  But are you harboring grudges or nursing bitterness towards 
anyone?  Then you are not treating them the way you would like to be treated.   

(v)  How do you like the idea of someone having sexually impure thoughts about 
your spouse, or about you?  As a Christian who has the mind of Christ, you 
should be repulsed by the idea.  If you don’t, its because you are worldly-minded 
and not spiritually-minded.  But do you have impure thoughts about anothers 
spouse, or about another who is not married?  Then again you are failing to treat 
others the way you want to be treated.   

(vi)  Would you like someone to seek revenge against you for something you did 
wrong, or for something you did right which someone else didn’t like?  Are you 
seeking revenge against someone for something you think they did wrong to you?  
Then you are not living according to love.  Remember, that you are to leave room 
for the wrath of God.  God will repay those who need to be repaid.   

(vii)  Now I should interject here that these standards of morality are not ultimately 
determined by what we like and don’t like.  I believe it must be assumed that the 
person in question wants what God wants, that he wants that which is right.  It is 
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the same as where the psalmist says, “Delight yourself in the LORD; and He will 
give you the desires of your heart” (Ps. 37:4).  Does this mean that if a covetous 
person takes delight in the Lord, the Lord will fulfill his evil desires?  No, it 
doesn’t.  A covetous man could never delight in the Lord.  He doesn’t have the 
ability to do so until his heart is changed by the grace of God.  But then he no 
longer desires evil things, but holy things.  And the Lord will delight to give him 
those things.   

(ix)  As I’ve said, the applications are myriad.  But the point is in your relations 
with your brethren, your neighbors, and your enemies, you are to do to them what 
you would have them do to you.  You are to live according to the law of love.  
By this you may make a quick judgment as what the right thing to do is in any 
situation you will be faced with.   

(x)  However, ultimately we need to go to the Word of God to check our 
conclusions, for our sense of what is right and wrong is so easily distorted by the 
sin which is still in us.  We may be justifying sinful practices in our lives, 
anywhere from harboring bitterness and grudges, to nursing the prospect of 
revenge on our enemies.   

(xiv)  We must always go to the touchstone of Scripture to seek the truth and to 
expose our darkness.   

 
II.  Remember, This Principle Is a Complete Summary of the Law and the Prophets.   

A.  This Is What the Lord Has Been Trying to Teach His People throughout the Ages.   
1.  It is contained in what is considered the Law itself, which is in the Pentateuch, or the 

first five books of the Bible.   
a.  Moses wrote, “You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons 

of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD” (Lev. 
19:18).   

b.  Perhaps you thought that the commandment to love your neighbor as yourself 
originated with Christ in the Sermon on the Mount.  But as you can see, this was 
always God’s intention.   

c.  And it was not for the church to practice toward herself alone, but also toward those 
outside the church.  Moses wrote, “The stranger who resides with you shall be to 
you as the native among you, and you shall love him as yourself; for you were aliens 
in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God” (Lev. 19:34).   

d.  In the New Testament it is clear that this was the intent of the whole Law.  Paul 
writes, “Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his 
neighbor has fulfilled the law.  For this, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT 
ADULTERY, YOU SHALL NOT MURDER, YOU SHALL NOT STEAL, YOU 
SHALL NOT COVET,’ and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in 
this saying, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’  Love 
does no wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of the law” (Rom. 
13:8-10).  And he writes in Galatians 5:13-14, “For you were called to freedom, 
brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through 
love serve one another.  For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, 
‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’”   
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2.  This same command is even more abundantly clear in the prophets, who are the 
spokesmen of God whom He sent to His covenant people to exhort them to walk 
according to the straight path of His commandments.  Listen to what the Lord said to 
His people through them.   
a.  Isaiah writes, “’Learn to do good; seek justice, reprove the ruthless; defend the 

orphan, plead for the widow.  Come now, and let us reason together,’ says the 
LORD, ‘Though your sins are as scarlet, They will be as white as snow; Though they 
are red like crimson, They will be like wool’” (1:17-18).   

b.  Jeremiah writes, “For if you truly amend your ways and your deeds, if you truly 
practice justice between a man and his neighbor, if you do not oppress the alien, the 
orphan, or the widow, and do not shed innocent blood in this place, nor walk after 
other gods to your own ruin, then I will let you dwell in this place, in the land that I 
gave to your fathers forever and ever” (Jer. 7:5-7).   

c.  The Lord said through Ezekiel, “’But if a man is righteous, and practices justice and 
righteousness, and does not eat at the mountain shrines or lift up his eyes to the idols 
of the house of Israel, or defile his neighbor's wife, or approach a woman during her 
menstrual period--if a man does not oppress anyone, but restores to the debtor his 
pledge, does not commit robbery, but gives his bread to the hungry, and covers the 
naked with clothing, if he does not lend money on interest or take increase, if he 
keeps his hand from iniquity, and executes true justice between man and man, if he 
walks in My statutes and My ordinances so as to deal faithfully--he is righteous and 
will surely live,’ declares the Lord GOD” (Eze. 18:5-9).   

d.  Amos, the prophet, wrote, “Seek good and not evil, that you may live; and thus may 
the LORD God of hosts be with you, just as you have said!  Hate evil, love good, 
and establish justice in the gate!  Perhaps the LORD God of hosts may be gracious 
to the remnant of Joseph” (Amos 5:14).   

e.  Micah wrote, “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD 
require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 
God?” (Micah 6:8).   

f.  And finally, Zechariah writes, “Thus has the LORD of hosts said, ‘Dispense true 
justice, and practice kindness and compassion each to his brother; and do not oppress 
the widow or the orphan, the stranger or the poor; and do not devise evil in your 
hearts against one another. . . . These are the things which you should do: speak the 
truth to one another; judge with truth and judgment for peace in your gates.  Also let 
none of you devise evil in your heart against another, and do not love perjury; for all 
these are what I hate,’ declares the LORD” (7:9-10; 8:16).   

 
B.  This Is What the Lord Is Seeking to Teach Us in the New Testament.  God’s 

Requirements Haven’t Changed, Because God Never Changes.   
1.  We have already seen what the Lord said through the apostle Paul in Romans 13 and 

Galatians 5.   
2.  We have seen what our Lord told us in our text this evening, “Therefore, however you 

want people to treat you, so treat them, for this is the Law and the Prophets” (Matt. 
7:12).   

3.  And Jesus says very much the same thing later in this Gospel, where, after giving the 
first and foremost commandment to love God supremely, He says, “The second is like 
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it, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' On these two 
commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets” (Matt. 22:39-40).   
a.  Loving your neighbor as yourself means to treat or love him the way you would 

treat or love yourself.   
b.  This, as a matter of fact, is what Paul says is the goal of the teaching ministry of the 

church.  He writes to Timothy, “But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure 
heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith” (1 Tim. 1:5).   

c.  People of God, do you see what it is that your Lord requires of you?  Do you see 
clearly His will?  Then how much ought you to set your hearts and minds to do this 
very thing?   

d.  If the love of Christ controls us, we must; we have no other option, nor do we want 
another option.  God’s ways are always the best of ways.   

 
4.  Treat others the way you want to be treated.   

a.  What a good lesson this is for us and for our children.   
b.  As we seek to teach them how to love others in this way, let us also seek to do the 

same, that we might provide good models for them to imitate, but especially that we 
might honor and glorify God.  Amen.   


