
 

“Treat Others as You Want to Be Treated” 
(Matthew 7:12) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Last time we were in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus told us how we were 
to acquire the power we needed to do what He was calling us to do in His sermon.  He 
told us how to get more grace.  We need to ask.  We can’t expect to receive anything if 
we don’t ask, especially since the Lord told us we must ask if we are to receive from 
Him.  God stands ready to help us more than we might think, but we must come to Him 
and ask.  He also told us that we must seek.  We must seek the Lord until He gives us 
what He promised.  We shouldn’t be satisfied to ask once, and then to drop it.  If God 
sees that we are not serious about what we are asking, He won’t take us seriously either.  
And so we must seek until we find.  And we must knock.  We must knock on the door of 
heaven, seeking for God’s grace, and we must try the doors which are in front of us until 
the Lord opens them.  Now just giving us this offer would have been enough.  But Jesus 
even gave us a great encouragement to seek Him in this way.  He told us that “everyone 
who asks receives, he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it shall be opened” (v. 8).  
He said that it is the Father’s good pleasure to give us good things.  If earthly fathers will 
give their children the things they need, how much more will our Father who is in 
heaven, who is free from sin, give what is good to those who ask.  But, of course, we 
must ask in faith, which means we must know that the Lord wants us to have these 
things.  If God has promised to give them to us, or if they clearly appear to be according 
to His will, then we may ask in faith, knowing that we will receive them.  But the last 
thing we saw was what it is that we should be seeking after:  the blessing and power of 
the Holy Spirit.  Our Lord tells us in the Gospel of Luke that it is the Spirit, who is the 
sum of all of our blessings.  He is the One who gives us the power to do what Christ calls 
us to do.  He is the One who puts it in our hearts to do it.  And we would all confess that 
the only reason we don’t serve the Lord with more fervency than we do is because we 
don’t want to do it any more fervently.  The Spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.  Only 
a greater work of the Spirit will help us to overcome this problem.  But the only way we 
can have this, is by asking, seeking and knocking, until the Lord gives Him to us in 
greater measure.  The Spirit is also the only One who can turn this nation back to the 
paths of righteousness.  And this is why we spent this past Lord’s Day in fasting and 
prayer.  Prayer is the means by which we can ask for the Holy Spirit, and fasting is the 
means the Lord has given to us to add power to our prayers.   
  But now this week, our Lord gives to us another important principle for godly 
living, as He continues to wind His sermon towards its conclusion.  It’s really a summary 
of everything He wants us to do for others.  He says,  
 
  You should do for others, what you want them to do for you.  You should treat 
them the way you want to be treated.  You should love them the way you want to be 
loved.   
 
I.  In order to understand what this calls us to do, we must first spend a little time 

examining ourselves.  What is it that we would like others to do for us?   
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A.  Let’s being by considering some of the examples Jesus used in His Sermon.   
1.  If you did something that was wrong, maybe even terribly wrong, how would 

you like others to come to you to tell you about it?   
a.  If you’re like most people, you wouldn’t want them to come to you in a spirit 

of anger, and shout at you, and tell you what a fool you’ve been.   
b.  You would probably rather that they come to you in a spirit of meekness and 

gentleness.  Paul said, “Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you 
who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness” (Gal. 6:1).  We 
don’t like people to yell at us, or get angry.  We like them to deal with us in 
love.   

c.  Jesus told us, “Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth” (Matt. 
5:5).   

 
2.  If you had done something to injure someone else, perhaps hurting them deeply, 

or if you took something from them that you had no right to take, how would 
you like those who come to deal with you to treat you?   
a.  You probably wouldn’t want them to seek revenge, to try and hurt you back, 

or to get even with you.   
b.  You would want them to come to you in mercy, with a willingness to forgive 

the offense, and to overlook the wrong which you committed.   
c.  Jesus said, “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy” (v. 7).  He 

said, “Do not resist him who is evil; but whoever slaps you on your right 
cheek, turn to him the other also.  And if anyone wants to sue you, and take 
your shirt, let him have your coat also.  And whoever shall force you to go 
one mile, go with him two.  Give to him who asks of you, and do not turn 
away from him who wants to borrow from you” (5:39-42).  He said, “But I 
say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you in order 
that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun 
to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the 
unrighteous” (vv. 44-45).   

d.  Jesus knew that this is one of the most difficult problems that we have to 
face:  forgiving others.  This is why He said so much about it in this sermon.   

e.  When we think about how we would like others to deal with us when we do 
wrong thing, we would most likely say that we would like them to deal with 
us in mercy:  not to give us not what we deserve, but what we don’t deserve.   

f.  Surely, the same is true in our relationship with God.  When we offend Him -- 
and everything we do to injure others is an offense against Him, as well as 
the things we do directly against Him, such as doing the things He tells us not 
to do and refusing to do what we know He wants us to do -- surely when we 
do these things against Him, and we come again to our senses and repent, we 
want God to deal with us in mercy.   

g.  No one likes to be dealt with harshly.  No one likes a person who holds 
grudges.  It is a gracious and forgiving attitude that men want.   

 
B.  And of course we could think of many other examples.   

1.  Jesus gives us several more in His description of the Sheep and Goat Judgment.   
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2.  If you were hungry, wouldn’t you want someone to feed you?  If you were 
thirsty, to give you a drink?  If you were a stranger, to take you in?  If you were 
naked, to clothe you?  If you were in the hospital, to visit you?  If you were in 
prison, to visit you?   

3.  If you were in sin, wouldn’t you want someone to tell you, to admonish you or 
reprove you, and try to bring you back to your senses, so that you would stop 
doing the things the Lord hates, and begin doing what He likes?  Of course you 
would.  Whatever your need might be, you would like others to show you love.   

 
II.  But Jesus here tells us that these things we would want others to do for us is 

exactly what we should do for them.  In other words, He wants us to treat others 
the way we would want them to treat us, if we were in their shoes.   
A.  Christ here appears again to be directing this against the Scribes and Pharisees.   

1.  They thought that they should do to others as they did to them, that they should 
love their neighbors, but hate enemies, that they should only love those that 
loved them and do good to those who did good to them, to lend to those only 
from whom they hoped to receive back, and to return an eye for an eye, and a 
tooth for a tooth to those who injured them” (Brown, Discourses, 1:308).   

2.  But our Lord’s standard is higher.  He says, “Therefore, however you want 
people to treat you, so treat them.”   
a.  In the Greek, it is even more explicit.  Jesus says, “Therefore, all things 

whatsoever you desire that men should do for you, in this same way you also 
do for them.”   

b.  Our Lord doesn’t want a double standard, one for ourselves and one for 
others.  He wants us to love our neighbor as we love ourselves.   

c.  Surely the Pharisees didn’t want people to treat them in the way they treated 
others.  They wanted others to love them.   

 
B.  Now here is a standard which we can take with us wherever we go.   

1.  Let’s say you are confronted with a situation.   
a.  Someone is angry with you, or is holding a grudge.   
b.  Perhaps someone has hurt you and now is coming to ask you for forgiveness.   
c.  Maybe someone in need has come and is asking you for some food.   
d.  A neighbor is having some difficulties with something they’re doing and 

need a hand.   
e.  You have neighbors, friends, loved ones, and fellow-workers who don’t 

know Christ and are therefore on their way to hell.   
 

2.  What should you do?   
a.  The answer is really quite obvious.  You should do for them what you would 

like them to do for you, if you were standing in their shoes, and they were in 
yours.  You should do the loving thing.  If you know that someone is angry 
with you, go and seek to be reconciled to them.  If someone has hurt you and 
is coming to ask forgiveness, stand ready to forgive.  If someone is in need 
and asks you for food, give them some.  If you neighbor needs help, help 
them.  And if there are those you know who don’t know Christ, pray for them 
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and try to evangelize them, so that they might escape hell.  Do what you can 
to meet their needs, if they are unable to meet it for themselves.   

b.  And don’t think that you need to be asked before you do something.  Some 
people don’t ever ask for help.  They don’t want to be an imposition on 
others.  If you become aware that someone needs help, help them before they 
ask.  That is the loving thing to do.   

c.  This is especially true in the area of evangelism.  Very few people will ever 
seek the Lord earnestly enough on their own to come and ask you to tell them 
about Jesus.  You need to offer that information to them, in the most sincere 
and gentle way that you can.   

 
III.  If we treat others the way we want to be treated, Jesus says, we are doing what 

the Lord taught us to do in the whole Old Testament, with regard to our 
neighbors.   
A.  Remember what Jesus answered when He was asked what the greatest 

commandment in the Law was?   
1.  He said, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 

your soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the great and foremost 
commandment.  The second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’  On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the 
Prophets” (Matt. 23:37-40).   
a.  By saying this, Jesus meant that everything God requires of us is fulfilled in 

love.  If we love God and man, then we are fulfilling the Law.  We are 
fulfilling the Ten Commandments and all of the other commandments which 
are based on them.  We are also fulfilling everything that was commanded us 
in the prophets.   

b.  Paul said the same thing with regard to our neighbor, when he said, “Owe 
nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor 
has fulfilled the law.  For this, ‘You shall not commit adultery, you shall not 
murder, you shall not steal, you shall not covet,’ and if there is any other 
commandment, it is summed up in this saying, ‘You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.’  Love does no wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the 
fulfillment of the law” (Rom. 13:8-10).   

 
2.  Now are Jesus and Paul saying that anyone who says he loves God and his 

neighbor is keeping the Law?  No.   
a.  There are those who teach the universal fatherhood of God and brotherhood 

of man, but yet who practice evil.   
b.  Even Marx’s communist doctrine was an attempt at bringing all men together 

in community, to share the wealth of the nation and live with each other as 
equals.  He thought that by doing so this would usher in Utopia, or a golden 
age.  But he was wrong.   

c.  There are some homosexuals and lesbians who say they love God and their 
neighbor.  They even have buildings where they gather together to worship 
God that they call churches.  But they don’t really love Him.  And their 
gathering together does not really constitute a church.  The sin that they 
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practice is an abomination in the sight of God.  If they really loved Him, they 
would forsake all of their sin and serve Him in the right way.  The Lord will 
cast them away into everlasting torment unless they repent.   

d.  Even the Pharisees thought that they were loving God and their neighbor in 
the things they did.  But Jesus showed them that they were really loving 
themselves.  They did not do the things they did to please God, but man.  And 
even many of the things they did were wrong in themselves, as we have seen.   

 
B.  And that brings us to the last point:  There must be a standard.   

1.  If our hearts and minds were working the way God made them to work, then we 
could use our own tastes of what is good and bad as our guide.   

2.  But the problem is that sin has corrupted our senses.   
a.  This doesn’t mean that the unregenerate always wants the things which are 

evil, but it does mean that whatever they want, they will always want for the 
wrong reasons.  They will want these things for themselves, as James puts it, 
“To spend it upon their own lusts,” rather than wanting these things to honor 
and glorify God.   

b.  And of course many of the things which the unbeliever wants, even many of 
the things that he would want someone else to do for him, are wrong.   

c.  Even we as Christians, because we still have sin in us, will want things which 
are wrong, things which are sinful.   

d.  And this is why we need a standard.  What is that standard?  It is the same 
thing Jesus told us would be fulfilled if we loved our neighbor as ourselves:  
the Law and the Prophets.   

e.  You see the Old Testament is not obsolete, neither is God’s Law.  The 
righteousness required by the Old Testament is still required by the Lord 
today.  Remember Jesus told us that He did not come to abolish the Law or 
the Prophets, but to fulfill them.  Until heaven and earth pass away, not one 
jot or tittle shall pass away from the Law until everything has been 
accomplished.  This is why He told us that we must not annul the Law, even 
the very least of the commandments, and try to convince others that those 
laws have passed away.  But we must practice them and admonish one 
another to keep them.  For this is what is pleasing in the sight of God (Matt. 
5:17-20).   

f.  We must love God in a righteous way.  We must also love our neighbor in a 
righteous way, not always in the way we may want to be loved.  Because we 
still have the corrupting influences of sin within us, we will not always 
automatically love in the right way.  We still need the righteous standard of 
God’s love to show us how to love.   

g.  And so we must add a further qualification when we are seeking to love our 
neighbor as ourselves.  We must not only treat them as we would want them 
to treat us if we were in their shoes, we must treat them as Christ would have 
us to, in holiness and righteousness.   

h.  Now if a man could do these things, and do them perfectly, then he could be 
just in the sight of God.  He would be a perfect man.  But there is only One 
person who has ever done this successfully, and that is the Lord Jesus Christ.   
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i.  You and I could not keep this standard.  We could not love God as we should.  
We could not love our neighbors as ourselves.  As a matter of fact, sin 
corrupted us so completely, that we could not do these things at all.   

j.  But God sent His Son into the world to do them, and to pay for all of the 
times we have broken His Law by pouring out His blood on the cross.  And 
then the Son sent forth His Spirit to apply this work to us, to those of us who 
are trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ this morning.   

k.  If you are trusting in the Lord this morning, all of your sins have been 
cleansed away.  If you are trusting in Him this morning, He has given you 
His Spirit to give you the strength to do all these things.  But don’t forget, 
even if you are a Christian, you must still ask Him daily for His Spirit.  The 
disciples were filled again and again with God’s Spirit.  They knew that they 
needed Him to do what the Lord had called them to do, and so they sought 
Him.  You must do so as well, if you are to have the power you need to love 
others in this way and so live a life which is pleasing to God.   

l.  But lastly, if you have been living a life of selfishness, if you have not been 
loving others but yourself, if you have not been seeking God’s glory, but your 
own, if you have been practicing the things which God forbids in His Law, or 
not doing the things you know He commands, then you are without God’s 
grace and need to come to Christ that you might receive it.  You will never be 
good enough for God to receive you.  Only Christ can make you that way.  
Come to the Father now through faith in the Son.  He alone can do for you 
what you cannot do for yourself.  Come to Christ and live.  Amen.    


