
“Transformed into Christ’s Image” 
(Romans 8:29)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we considered how spiritual knowledge changes our nature.   

a.  It not only changes the way you see God and His will, it also changes the 

nature of your soul.   

b.  Paul writes, “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the 

glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to 

glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit” (2 Cor. 3:18).   

c.  This is more than what He does in the hearts of unbelievers.   

(i)  He convicts them, heightens their consciences, makes them afraid, and 

through this restrains their sins; but once He stops, He leaves them as they 

were.   

(ii)  But if you’re a believer, once He has changed you by opening your eyes, 

you will never be the same again – your heart is permanently transformed 

and inclined towards holiness and away from sin.   

 

2.  We saw, secondly, that this isn’t something He does only once, but is the first of 

several changes, as He makes us more and more like Jesus.   

a.  Paul wrote to the saints in Rome to be transformed by the renewing of their 

minds (Rom. 12:1-2).   

b.  And he wrote to the saints in Ephesus to put off the old corrupt self and put 

on the new self that has been created in the likeness of God (Eph. 4:22-24).   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, we’re going to reflect on the image into which we are being 

transformed:  Jesus Christ.   

a.  This is the goal of redemption – the reversal of the curse, the undoing of the 

rebellion, the making of obedient children.   

b.  Jesus is the firstborn among many brethren who are brethren in more than 

name only – we are to reflect His character.   

 

2.  Let’s consider two things:   

a.  First, that true religions affections – the result of spiritual knowledge – will 

transform you into the image of Christ, will make you like Jesus.   

b.  And second, that as you are transformed, the characteristics He produces that 

stand out above the rest are those revealed in the work of redemption:  

humility, meekness, love, forgiveness and mercy.   

c.  We’ll open this topic this evening and conclude it next week.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, true spiritual knowledge will transform you into the image of Jesus Christ.   
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1.  There is something we might call the Christian spirit, something that sets every 

believer apart from the world – it is what they reflect of Christ’s image.   

a.  This is what the word Christian means – one who is like Christ.   

(i)  Jesus reminded His disciples when they acted inconsistently with this 

spirit, with His image and nature.   

(ii)  We read in Luke 9:51-55, “When the days were approaching for His 

ascension, He was determined to go to Jerusalem; and He sent messengers 

on ahead of Him, and they went and entered a village of the Samaritans to 

make arrangements for Him.  But they did not receive Him, because He 

was traveling toward Jerusalem.  When His disciples James and John saw 

this, they said, ‘Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down 

from heaven and consume them?’  But He turned and rebuked them, and 

said, ‘You do not know what kind of spirit you are of; for the Son of Man 

did not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.’  And they went on 

to another village” (Luke 9:51-55).   

(iii)  Christ didn’t come to destroy, but to save, and so this is what they 

should have in their hearts.   

 

b.  He came that they – and that we – might become like Him.   

 

2.  All who are godly, all who are true disciples of Jesus, have His gracious 

character.   

a.  Jesus tells us what this image is like in the Beatitudes:  Poor in spirit, 

mourning sin, gentle, hunger and thirsting after righteousness, merciful, pure 

in heart, peacemakers (Matt. 5:3-9).   

b.  Paul gives us a general description of this spirit in Colossians 3:12-13, “So, 

as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; bearing with one 

another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; 

just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you” (Col. 3:12-13).   

c.  In 1 Corinthians 13, he describes it as love:  “Love is patient, love is kind and 

is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act 

unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into 

account a wrong suffered” (vv. 4-5).   

d.  This is also what He refers to as the fruit of the Spirit.   

(i)  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is 

no law” (Gal. 5:22-23).   

(ii)  It is the Spirit’s work to make us like Christ.   

 

e.  James shows us the difference between this spirit/nature and that of the 

world, so that those who have the opposite character would not deceive 

themselves with regard to their spiritual state, “Who among you is wise and 

understanding?  Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the 

gentleness of wisdom.  But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in 

your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth.  This wisdom is not 
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that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic.  For 

where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil 

thing.  But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 

reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy” 

(James 3:13-17).   

f.  Spiritual knowledge produces an evangelical transformation that is 

permanent, and that transformation is into the image of Christ.   

 

B.  Second, the image of Christ it produces has mainly to do with His attributes of 

humility, meekness, love, forgiveness and mercy – those that are revealed and 

glorified more than any other in the work of redemption.   

1.  The Spirit of God is working every holy characteristic into your nature.  But 

there are some He produces in you that tend to stand out more because they are 

those the Lord has revealed and glorified in His work of redemption:  humility, 

meekness, love, forgiveness and mercy.   

a.  These are the things that most characterize Jesus Christ:   

(i)  Zechariah prophesied that Messiah would be of a humble and meek spirit, 

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout in triumph, O daughter of 

Jerusalem!  Behold, your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed 

with salvation, humble, and mounted on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal 

of a donkey” (9:9).   

(ii)  This is his Christ described Himself:  “Come to Me, all who are weary 

and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you and 

learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 

for your souls.  For My yoke is easy and My burden is light” (Matt. 11:28-

30).   

(iii)  He is often called a lamb in Scripture, because of His meek and 

harmless spirit.   

 

b.  What is true of Christ will also be true of you.  Edwards tells us that no one 

deserves the name of Christian who does not possess these Christ-like 

qualities.   

(i)  If you have received the grace of Christ, you will take on His character in 

every respect.   

(a)  You are those who have put on Christ (Rom. 13:14).   

(b)  You are the wax on which His image is impressed.   

(c)  You are the mirrors that are made to reflect His nature, His holiness.   

(d)  You are candles lit with the same fire that filled His soul.   

(e)  You are so many branches attached to Christ, that have the same sap 

running through you that produces the same fruit.   

(f)  You are one flesh and one spirit with Him (1 Cor. 6:17).   

(g)  You do not live, but Christ lives in you (Gal. 2:20).   

(h)  As Christ was called the Lamb of God, so you are represented as so 

many lambs sent out in the midst of wolves (Luke 10:3).   
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(ii)  This meek and gentle spirit is also why Christ represents you as little 

children (Matt. 19:14; Mark 10:42; Matt. 18:6, 10, 14; John 13:33):   

(a)  “Little children are innocent and harmless; they do not do a great deal 

of mischief in the world; men need not be afraid of them; they are no 

dangerous sort of persons; their anger does not last long, they do not 

lay up injuries in high resentment, entertaining deep and rooted malice.  

So Christians, in malice, are children, 1 Cor. 14:20.  Little children are 

not guileful and deceitful, but plain and simple; they are not versed in 

the arts of fiction and deceit; and are strangers to artful disguises.  They 

are yieldable and flexible, and not willful and obstinate; do not trust to 

their own under standing, but rely on the instructions of parents, and 

others of superior understanding.  Here is therefore a fit and lively 

emblem of the followers of the Lamb.”   

(b)  Children certainly are not perfect – they are born in sin and inclined to 

sin, but not as strongly as adults.  There is a child-like innocence.   

(c)  What Edwards is reflecting on is what Jesus said as he continues, 

“Persons being thus like little children, is not only a thing highly 

commendable, and what Christians approve and aim at, and which 

some extraordinary proficiency do attain to:  but it is their universal 

character, and absolutely necessary in order to entering into the 

kingdom of heaven:  Mat. 18:3, ‘Verily I say unto you, “Except ye be 

converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the 

kingdom of heaven.”’  Mark 10:15, ‘Verily I say unto you, “Whosoever 

shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter 

therein.”’”   

(d)  You must be wise as serpents and harmless as doves, if you are to 

enter God’s kingdom:  this is the character Jesus is working in you.   

 

2.  Edwards goes on to deal with clearing a misunderstanding that can rise at this 

point:  How does the fact that you are to be humble and meek harmonize with 

the fact that you are called to be strong and brave soldiers of Christ?   

a.  The Lord isn’t saying that you shouldn’t be bold or strong in the battle, but 

you are not to fight as those who are of the world.   

(i)  Your strength is to be a strength of heart, in subduing your evil 

passions and in following holy affections without being afraid.   

(ii)  In other words, the one who is most outspoken and in the face of the 

enemy for Christ, may be the one who is furthest from having a Christ-

like character.   

(iii)  Your strength will really be shown in fighting the enemy within, 

rather than those without.   

(iv)  Edwards writes, “The strength of the good soldier of Jesus Christ 

appears in nothing more, than in steadfastly maintaining the holy calm, 

meekness, sweetness, and benevolence of his mind, amidst all the 

storms, injuries, strange behavior, and surprising acts and events of this 

evil and unreasonable world.  The Scripture seems to intimate that true 

fortitude consists chiefly in this:  Pro. 16:32, ‘He that is slow to anger, 
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is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit, than he that taketh 

a city.’”   

 

b.  Our best example of course is Christ whose strength and courage was 

often revealed in the battles He fought.   

(i)  When the soldiers came to arrest Him, and Peter took a sword and cut 

off the ear of a servant, He meekly rebuked Peter and healed the wound 

he inflicted.   

(ii)  When He was crucified, He didn’t curse or threaten, but prayed for 

their pardon.  He was like a sheep led to the slaughter and as a sheep 

before its shearers is silent, He did not open His mouth.   

(iii)  In all these things, He exhibited the humility, quietness, and 

gentleness of a lamb, and yet He was a good soldier of God.   

(iv)  Edwards writes, “When persons are fierce and violent, and exert their 

sharp and bitter passions, it shows weakness instead of strength and 

fortitude.  1 Cor. 3 at the beginning, “And I, brethren, could not speak 

unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in 

Christ. — For ye are yet carnal:  for whereas there is among you 

envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?”   

(v)  Many who think they are bold Christians are nothing more than 

immature at best.   

 

c.  This Christ-like boldness will also make us willing to say and do anything 

Christ requires, even at the risk of losing all our friends and support.  

Again, Edwards writes, “True boldness for Christ is universal, and 

overcomes all, and carries men above the displeasure of friends and foes; 

so that they will forsake all rather than Christ; and will rather offend all 

parties, and be thought meanly of by all, than offend Christ.  And that duty 

which tries whether a man is willing to be despised by them that are of his 

own party, and thought the least worthy to be regarded by them, is a much 

more proper trial of his boldness for Christ, than his being forward to 

expose himself to the reproach of opposers.”   

d.  And what about Christ-like zeal?   

(i)  Should we hate those who are opposed to us or to Christ?   

(ii)  Again he writes, “As some are much mistaken concerning the nature 

of true boldness for Christ, so they are concerning Christian zeal.  It is 

indeed a flame, but a sweet one; or rather it is the heat and fervor of a 

sweet flame.  For the flame of which it is the heat, is no other than that 

of divine love, or Christian charity; which is the sweetest and most 

benevolent thing that is, or can be, in the heart of man or angel.  Zeal is 

the fervor of this flame, as it ardently and vigorously goes out towards 

the good that is its object, in desires of it, and pursuit after it and so 

consequentially, in opposition to the evil that is contrary to it, and 

impedes it.  There is indeed oppositions and vigorous opposition, that is 

a part of it, or rather is an attendant of it; but it is against things and not 

persons.  Bitterness against the persons of men is no part of it, but is 
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very contrary to it; insomuch that so much the warmer true zeal is, and 

the higher it is raised, so much the farther are persons from such 

bitterness, and so much fuller of love, both to the evil and to the good.  

As appears from what has been just now observed, that it is no other, in 

its very nature and essence, than the fervor of a spirit of Christian love.  

And as to what opposition there is in it to things, it is firstly and chiefly 

against the evil things in the person himself, who has this zeal:  against 

the enemies of God and holiness, that are in his own heart (as these are 

most in view, and what he has most to do with); and but secondarily 

against the sins of others.  And therefore there is nothing in a true 

Christian zeal, that is contrary to that spirit of meekness, gentleness, 

and love, that spirit of a little child, a lamb and dove, that has been 

spoken of; but it is entirely agreeable to it, and tends to promote it.”   

 

3.  And so let’s begin your examination of Christ’s spirit and nature in you’re 

here:   

a.  Are you meek, humble, innocent and harmless?   

b.  Do you have that child-like nature Christ says you must have to enter into 

the kingdom?   

c.  Is your boldness for Christ born from the flames of love in your soul for 

Christ, and for the salvation of those made in His image?   

d.  Are you slow to anger?  Do you have control over your spirit?   

e.  Are you willing to stand for Christ even if it means the whole world will 

desert you?   

f.  Is your hatred and anger not against persons, but against things, against 

sin?   

g.  Look to see whether Christ’s nature is being formed in you.   

(i)  If so, you have seen Christ and know Him.   

(ii)  But if not, you have yet to have your eyes opened.   

(iii)  Examine your hearts and then respond accordingly.  Amen.   


