
“Transformed into Christ’s Image, Part 2” 
(Matthew 18:21-35)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we considered the goal of redemption, the reason the Lord changes 

our hearts, opens our eyes and gives us spiritual knowledge:  that we might 

become like His Son Jesus Christ.   

a.  The goal of redemption is the reversal of the curse, the making us again what 

God created us to be:  holy.   

b.  Jesus – in His humanity – is what we were meant to be, which is why 

redemption is meant to form us into His image and why Jesus is called the 

firstborn among many brethren (Rom. 8:29).   

 

2.  His image is really made up of everything that has to do with holiness, but 

Edwards centered on five things in particular, five things that God glorifies 

above the rest of Christ’s perfections in the work of redemption:  humility, 

meekness, love, forgiveness and mercy.   

a.  We already considered humility and meekness:   

(i)  Jesus called His disciples to recognize this about Himself and to put on 

these characteristic, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and 

I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am 

gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For My 

yoke is easy and My burden is light” (Matt. 11:28-30).   

(ii)  Christ is often called a lamb in Scripture because of these attributes, and 

so are His followers.   

(iii)  These are the graces the Lord is working in you.   

 

b.  And just so we would understand how gentleness/humility and meekness 

doesn’t contradict what we are to be as bold and brave soldiers of the cross, 

Edwards reminded us:   

(i)  You are not be like the soldiers of this world – with strength of arms and 

ego – rather your strength is to be a strength of heart in subduing your evil 

passions, in fighting your enemy within first and foremost, and putting on 

a “holy calm, meekness, sweetness and benevolence” of mind in the midst 

of the evil and unreasonable acts of men.   

(a)  Solomon writes, “He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, 

and he who rules his spirit, than he who captures a city” (Prov. 16:32).   

(b)  When you get angry and hate your enemies, you show you are more 

like those of the world, that you are spiritually weak rather than strong.   

(c)  Jesus didn’t threaten those who mistreated Him with judgment, but 

prayed for those who crucified Him.   
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(ii)  The strength He calls you to also exhibits itself in humbly being willing 

to say or do anything Christ requires, even if it means your actions will 

anger your enemies or cause you to lose the support of your friends.   

(iii)  Finally, you are to remember that your zeal for Christ must be kindled 

by the fires of holy love and not the passions of the flesh.   

(a)  This means in your love for God you will oppose sin; but in your love 

for man, you won’t want to destroy him in the process, but help him.   

(b)  Again, Christ is our perfect example, who when reviled did not revile 

in return, but kept doing the things He knew were glorifying to His 

Father and for the good of those who opposed Him.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, let’s continue to by considering the three remaining Christ-like 

attributes spiritual knowledge will produce in our souls:  forgiveness, love and 

mercy.   

2.  As we consider these in Christ’s life, examine your own hearts to see if Christ is 

being formed in you.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, Scripture says you will have a forgiving spirit if Christ is being formed in 

you.   

1.  This is perhaps one of the most difficult things we are called to do as Christians:   

a.  We must have a forgiving spirit; we must be able to overlook and forgive the 

wrong things that others do to us.   

b.  This is impossible in the flesh:   

(i)  I once knew a man who seemed to remember every offense as though it 

had just been committed against him.   

(ii)  His bitterness over those things was eating him up.   

 

c.  In Christ, however, by the power of His Spirit, all things are possible (Matt. 

19:26).   

 

2.  If you are able to forgive others their injuries against you, then you can know 

that God has forgiven you – Christ is being formed in you – but if you are 

unable to forgive others, God has not forgiven you.   

a.  Consider our meditation:  “And forgive us our debts, as we also have 

forgiven our debtors. . . .  For if you forgive others for their transgressions, 

your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive others, 

then your Father will not forgive your transgressions” (Matt. 6:12, 14-15).   

b.  And Mark 11:25-26, “Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have 

anything against anyone, so that your Father who is in heaven will also 

forgive you your transgressions.  But if you do not forgive, neither will your 

Father who is in heaven forgive your transgressions.”   

c.  And our passage:   
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(i)  The servant who owed his master ten thousand talents was not forgiven 

and handed over to the tormentors when he refused to forgive his fellow 

servant who owed him a hundred days wages.   

(ii)  Jesus tells us, “My heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if each 

of you does not forgive his brother from your heart” (v. 35).   

 

d.  The Lord does not mean that our forgiving others somehow merits our own 

forgiveness, but like any other works that are created by His grace within us, 

they are the indicators that we have received His forgiveness, that we are true 

believers.  James writes, “But someone may well say, ‘You have faith and I 

have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my 

faith by my works’” (2:18).   

e.  Remember as well, that there is a difference between forgiveness and 

reconciliation.   

(i)  We should always be disposed to forgive the offenses of others.   

(ii)  But we won’t be reconciled to them until the offending party actually 

comes to us and asks for forgiveness.   

 

B.  Second, Scripture says that you will have a loving and giving spirit if Christ is 

being formed in you.  Love is absolutely essential to the image of Christ.   

1.  Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 13 that without it, whatever supernatural gifts we 

might possess (or natural), or whatever sacrifices we might make for God, will 

mean exactly nothing in His eyes.  “If I speak with the tongues of men and of 

angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  

If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I 

have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.  

And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to 

be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing” (vv. 1-3).   

2.  This is the one virtue emphasized more than any other in the NT by which you 

will be known as Christians by others and by yourselves.   

(i)  “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I 

have loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all men will know 

that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:34-35).   

(ii)  “The one who says he is in the Light and yet hates his brother is in the 

darkness until now.  The one who loves his brother abides in the Light and 

there is no cause for stumbling in him” (1 John 2:9-10).   

(iii)  “We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the 

brethren. He who does not love abides in death” (1 John 3:14).   

(iv)  “Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and 

truth.  We will know by this that we are of the truth, and will assure our heart 

before Him” (vv. 18-19).   

(v)  “This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus 

Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us.  The one who keeps 

His commandments abides in Him, and He in him.  We know by this that He 

abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us” (vv. 23-24).   
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(vi)  “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who 

loves is born of God and knows God.  The one who does not love does not 

know God, for God is love” (1 John 4:7-8).   

(vii)  “No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in 

us, and His love is perfected in us.  By this we know that we abide in Him 

and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit” (vv. 12-13).   

(viii)  “We have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. 

God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in 

him” (v. 16).   

(ix)  “If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the 

one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom 

he has not seen” (v. 20).   

(x)  If you love in this way, Christ is being formed in you.   

 

C.  Finally, Scripture says that you will have a merciful spirit if Christ is being formed 

in you.   

1.  You will feel compassion for others and do what you can to relieve their 

afflictions.   

a.  “The wicked borrows and does not pay back, but the righteous is gracious 

and gives. . . .  All day long he is gracious and lends, and his descendants are 

a blessing” (Psalm 37:21, 26).   

b.  “It is well with the man who is gracious and lends; he will maintain his cause 

in judgment. . . .  He has given freely to the poor, His righteousness endures 

forever; His horn will be exalted in honor” (Psalm 112:5, 9).   

c.  “He who oppresses the poor taunts his Maker, but he who is gracious to the 

needy honors Him” (Prov. 14:31).   

d.  “Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this:  to 

visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by 

the world” (James 1:27).   

e.  “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy” (Matt. 5:7).   

f.  “For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy 

triumphs over judgment.  What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has 

faith but he has no works?  Can that faith save him?  If a brother or sister is 

without clothing and in need of daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go 

in peace, be warmed and be filled,’ and yet you do not give them what is 

necessary for their body, what use is that?   Even so faith, if it has no works, 

is dead, being by itself” (James 2:13-17).   

g.  Remember that at the final judgment (Sheep and Goat) that all who are there 

will be judged on whether or not they showed mercy.  Our Lord is showing 

us in advance that unless our hearts are full of a mercy that works itself out 

into our actions, He will not own us on that day (Matt. 25).   

 

2.  To balance this biblically, you know that the corruption you still have in your 

hearts will also cause you at times to behave in just the opposite way that you 

should:  prideful, arrogant, unforgiving, unloving, unmerciful.   
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a.  But Christ’s Spirit will work so powerfully in you that your character will 

become like Christ’s.   

b.  Edwards writes, “None will understand me, that true Christians have no 

remains of a contrary Spirit, and can never, in any instances, be guilty of a 

behavior disagreeable to such a spirit.  But this I affirm, and shall affirm, 

until I deny the Bible to be anything worth, that everything in Christians that 

belongs to true Christianity, is of this tendency, and works this way; and that 

there is no true Christian upon earth, but is so under the prevailing power of 

such a spirit, that he is properly denominated from it, and it is truly and justly 

his character, and that therefore ministers, and others, have no warrant from 

Christ to encourage persons that are of a contrary character and behavior, to 

think they are converted, because they tell a fair story of illuminations and 

discoveries.  In so doing, they would set up their own wisdom against 

Christ’s, and judge without, and against that rule by which Christ has 

declared all men should know his disciples.  Some persons place religion so 

much in certain transient illuminations and impressions (especially if they are 

on such a particular method and order) and so little in the spirit and temper 

persons are of, that they greatly deform religion, and form notions of 

Christianity quite different from what it is, as delineated in the Scriptures. 

The Scripture knows of no such true Christians, as are of a sordid, selfish, 

cross and contentious spirit.  Nothing can be invented that is a greater 

absurdity, than a morose, hard, close, high-spirited, spiteful, true Christian.  

We must learn the way of bringing men to rules, and not rules to men, and so 

strain and stretch the rules of God’s Word, to take in ourselves, and some of 

our neighbors, until we make them wholly of none effect.”   

 

3.  Finally, Edwards again reminds us that you must make certain allowances for 

your natural temper and disposition that would make these things more of a 

struggle for you than for others.  On the other hand, you mustn’t allow for so 

much that you consider yourselves converted without a very remarkable change 

in your life.   

a.  Paul writes to Titus, “For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, 

deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice 

and envy, hateful, hating one another” (3:3), and to the Colossians, “And in 

them you also once walked, when you were living in them.  But now you 

also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech 

from your mouth” (3:7-8).   

b.  If you are a true believer, the power of sin will be broken and Christ will be 

formed in you.   

c.  So examine yourself to see if you are becoming like Christ in these areas – 

humility, meekness, forgiveness, love and mercy – if so, then you are true 

believers.  Amen.   


