
“To Whom Does the Kingdom Belong?” 

(Mark 10:13-16) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  As Jesus approaches the last days of His earthly ministry,  

a.  We see Him drawing nearer to Jerusalem,  

b.  Where He will lay down His life  

c.  To save us.   

 

2.  As we’ve already noted,  

a.  Before He leaves,  

b.  He gives His disciples some final teaching.   

 

3.  Last week,  

a.  We heard His instruction on divorce and remarriage.   

b.  The Pharisees might have meant this to ensnare Jesus,  

(i)  But the Lord meant it to give us instruction  

(ii)  On how we might honor Him in our relationships.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  It’s interesting that in the Lord’s Providence,  

a.  Another subject now arises  

b.  That deals with the rest of the household:   

c.  That is the subject of children.   

(i)  As Jesus is giving instruction on marriage,  

(a)  Some parents come, bringing their children,  

(b)  Seeking to have Jesus lay His hands on them to bless them.   

 

(ii)  When the disciples try to stop them,  

(a)  Jesus becomes angry with them  

(b)  And tells them to let them come  

(c)  Because the kingdom of heaven belongs to them.   

 

(iii)  He goes on to say,  

(a)  That if you don’t receive the kingdom as a child,  

(b)  You won’t enter it at all.   

 

2.  This morning, we’re going to deal with two subjects:   

a.  What Jesus meant when He said you must receive the kingdom as a child to 

enter it,  

b.  And why Jesus laid His hands on these children and blessed them.   

c.  These verses are typically used in arguing the doctrine of infant baptism.   

d.  But this morning, I want us to try something a bit different.   
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(i)  Rather than seeing this purely as a baptism issue,  

(ii)  Let’s just try to understand what Jesus says about these children:   

(a)  Particularly, our own children.   

(b)  Is there any sense in which the kingdom belongs to them?   

(c)  Or are they no different in God’s eyes and dealings  

(d)  Than the children of the world?   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what does it mean that you must receive the kingdom of heaven as a child, if 

you are to enter it?   

1.  We don’t have any reference in this passage  

a.  Or in any of the parallel passages  

b.  That indicates that these were believing children.   

c.  The word Luke uses indicates that at least some of these were infants.   

(i)  So what is Jesus referring to when He says  

(ii)  If you don’t receive the kingdom like a child,  

(iii)  You won’t enter it at all.   

 

2.  Here He must mean  

a.  That to enter His kingdom  

b.  You must receive it with a child-like faith and acceptance.    

(i)  You must believe the Gospel.   

(ii)  Accept it uncritically.   

(iii)  Receive it as the absolute truth,  

(iv)  And of course, trust in the One  

(v)  Who is revealed in the Gospel –  

(vi)  The Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

c.  This is the kind of faith  

(i)  The Spirit of God produces in the soul.   

(ii)  He opens your eyes to see God’s truth.   

(iii)  He gives you the ability to receive and submit to it  

(a)  Uncritically and without reservation,  

(b)  With a childlike faith  

(c)  From the heart.   

 

d.  The message of the Gospel is so simple:   

(i)  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,  

(ii)  And you will be saved (Acts 16:31).   

(iii)  But as citizens of the 21
st
 Century  

(a)  We have a difficult time with simple things.   

(b)  We’re always so full of questions and objections,  

(c)  Since we are the educated elite.   

 

(iv)  Jesus says you need to become like a child:   

(a)  Just simply accept what He says at face value;  
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(b)  Receive Him with your whole heart.   

(c)  Don’t worry about whether  

(d)  You understand everything before you do.   

(e)  Don’t try to reason it out before you accept it.   

(f)  You may never come to Christ if you insist on this.   

(g)  Receive the Gospel with the simplicity of a child:   

(h)  Believe in Him, trust Him,  

(i)  And He will save you!   

 

B.  We come secondly to the question,  

 Why did Jesus lay His hands on these children and bless them?   

 Was it because He saw them as an example of faith –  

 Of the kind of faith we were just looking at –  

 Or was there some other reason?   

 

1.  First, let’s question whether their example  

Would be an adequate reason for Jesus  

To lay His hands on them and bless them?   

 

a.  He certainly didn’t do this to every child  

(i)  With which He came into contact.   

(ii)  A Syrophoenician woman asked Jesus  

(a)  To cast a demon out of her daughter.   

(b)  But instead of laying His hands on her,  

(c)  He reproved her,  

(1)  Pointing out that the bread He came to bring –  

(2)  The kingdom of heaven and its blessings –  

(3)  Wasn’t for her or her child,  

(4)  But for the children of the kingdom,  

(5)  That is, the children of Israel.   

 

(iii)  It wasn’t until she showed herself to have saving faith –  

(a)  A faith that looked to Jesus as the Messiah –  

(b)  A faith that refused to let go –  

(c)  That He granted her and her child that bread –  

(d)  That He healed her child.   

 

b.  But notice He didn’t argue with these Jewish parents  

(i)  When they brought their children:   

(ii)  He immediately wanted to receive them.   

(iii)  When His disciples tried to stop the parents, He got angry with them.   

(iv)  He laid His hands on them and blessed them.   

(v)  Why did He do this for them but not for the Syrophoenician’s daughter?   

(a)  Was it just because He saw in them an example of faith?   

(b)  Was it that the Syrophoenician’s daughter couldn’t produce this same 

example of child-like faith?   
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(c)  Is that why Jesus initially refused to give her the same blessing?    

 

c.  If Jesus blessed these children  

(i)  Because they were an example of child-like faith,  

(ii)  Why didn’t He do the same for others  

(iii)  When He found them doing things  

(iv)  That expressed the virtues found in saving faith?   

(v)  Many of the Pharisees  

(a)  Kept the Law, at least outwardly.   

(b)  But Jesus didn’t bless them –  

(c)  He cursed them (Matt. 23).   

 

(vi)  The outward display of some virtue  

(a)  That doesn’t come from a gracious heart  

(b)  Is not a sufficient grounds  

(c)  For the Lord to lay hands on someone and bless them  

(d)  Regardless of how old they are.   

 

2.  So why did Jesus lay His hands on them and bless them?   

a.  He tells us why:  “Permit the children to come to Me; do not hinder them; for 

the kingdom of God belongs to such as these” (v. 14).   

(i)  He did it because they were the heirs of His kingdom.   

(ii)  Somehow the kingdom belonged to them  

(iii)  Even though there is no mention in this or any parallel text  

(iv)  That they had faith.   

 

b.  What kingdom was He referring to?   

(i)  Was it the Old Covenant Kingdom of Israel?   

(a)  The typological kingdom of Palestine?   

(b)  The picture of the reality?   

(c)  Or was it the reality itself?   

 

(ii)  He was referring to the reality – the kingdom of God.   

(a)  He was referring to the kingdom  

(b)  He was then bringing.   

(c)  That was the only kingdom He made reference to,  

(d)  The only kingdom He preached.   

 

c.  To whom did Jesus say this kingdom belonged?   

(i)  Was He saying it belonged to them?   

(a)  Or to those who were like them?   

(b)  To those who had their childlike disposition?   

 

(ii)  Whom did He lay His hands on and bless?   

(a)  Was it these children?   

(b)  Or was it those who had a faith like theirs – only genuine?   
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(c)  Obviously, He laid His hands on them and blessed them!   

 

(iii)  Jesus is saying the kingdom belonged to them  

(a)  And not to them only,  

(b)  But also to those who were like them.   

 

3.  Now here is the important question:   

Does Jesus mean that these children were in the kingdom?   

Was He saying they were saved?   

 

a.  You know as well as I that you must have faith  

(i)  To enter the redemptive kingdom of heaven.   

(ii)  Was Jesus saying that all these children –  

(iii)  Including the infants –  

(iv)  Had faith?   

(v)  I don’t think so.   

 

b.  There is another sense in which this kingdom  

(i)  Can belong to these children:   

(ii)  And that is by way of promise.   

(a)  It can belong to them  

(b)  In the same sense that it belonged to the Jews,  

(c)  Even when the vast majority of them were unconverted.   

(d)  It was theirs because of their connection with Abraham:   

(1)  The Lord promised to give the kingdom to him –  

  Because he believed –  

(2)  And to his children.   

 

(iii)  All of the blessings of the New Covenant –  

(a)  Not just the Old Covenant –  

(b)  Were promised to the Jews –  

(1)  Including the Messiah,  

(2)  The salvation He brought,  

(3)  And His Kingdom.   

 

(c)  Paul writes in Romans regarding the advantages of the Jews,  

(1)  “For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from 

Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen according to the 

flesh, who are Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons, and 

the glory and the covenants and the giving of the Law and the 

temple service and the promises, whose are the fathers, and from 

whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God 

blessed forever.  Amen” (Rom. 9:3-5).   

(2)  Why do you think  

(A)  That when Jesus came into the world,  

(B)  He was born into the Jewish race?   
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(3)  Why was His ministry exclusively to them?   

(A)  Why did He say,  

(B)  “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt. 

15:24)?   

 

(4)  Why did Peter tell the Jews on the Day of Pentecost  

(A)  That the promise of the Holy Spirit  

(B)  Belonged to them and to their children?   

(C)  “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the 

gift of the Holy Spirit.  For the promise is for you and your 

children and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God 

will call to Himself” (Acts 2:38-39).   

(D)  It’s because this was part of the blessings  

(E)  To which they were the heirs.   

(F)  They and their children were the children of Abraham the 

believer.   

 

(5)  Why did He also say  

(A)  That this promise also applied to those who were far off –  

(B)  To as many as the Lord would call to Himself?   

(C)  It was because the Lord was now extending  

(D)  The kingdom to the Gentiles.   

(E)  Every Gentile that would repent and believe,  

(F)  Would receive the same blessings,  

(G)  Even as the Syrophoenician woman  

(H)  When she believed on the Lord Jesus.   

 

(6)  When Paul went on his missionary journeys  

(A)  He went first to the Jews  

  Because the promise was made first to them.   

(B)  Then when they would reject  

(I)  The fulfillment of that promise in Christ,  

(II)  He would turn to the Gentiles.   

 

(iv)  So how did the kingdom belong to these children?   

(a)  It belonged to them by way of promise.   

(b)  Because they were the children of Abraham,  

(c)  The one who believed,  

(d)  The one with whom the Lord made His covenant.   

 

(v)  We should note at this point  

(a)  That the kingdom no longer belongs to the Jews.   

(1)  The Lord took it away  

(2)  When they rejected and crucified His Son,  
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(3)  He gave it to another nation  

(4)  That will produce its fruits (Matt. 21).   

 

(b)  It now belongs  

(1)  To all those who trust in the Lord Jesus Christ,  

(2)  And will do the work of the kingdom.   

(3)  It belongs to both Jews and Gentiles who have believed.   

(4)  It belongs to the church – to us –  

(A)  We possess God’s kingdom  

(B)  And His promises,  

(C)  The same promises He made to the Jews.   

(D)  Because we are now the children of Abraham (Gal. 3:7).   

 

4.  And so now what about our children?   

Does the Lord have anything to do with them?   

Or did He only extend His mercies  

To the children of the faithful  

Before the New Covenant,  

But not in the New Covenant.   

 

a.  If we brought our children to Jesus  

(i)  Would He lay His hands on them  

(ii)  And say, “Of such is the kingdom of heaven?”   

(iii)  Or would He tell us  

(a)  As He did the Syrophoenician woman,  

(b)  “It is not good to take the children’s bread  

(c)  And throw it to the dogs?”   

 

b.  After the Syrophoenician woman exercised faith,  

(i)  Jesus gave her that bread – the children’s bread –  

(ii)  And He gave it to her daughter,  

(ii)  Bread that was meant only for the children of Abraham.   

(iii)  He cast the demon out of her and set her free.   

(iv)  Let’s not forget what the New Covenant is:  the fulfillment of the 

Abrahamic Covenant.   

(a)  The blessing this girl received –  

(1)  This bread,  

(2)  This blessing of Abraham,  

 

(b)  Was nothing less than a blessing of the New Covenant,  

(1)  The covenant Jesus was ministering  

(2)  That was the fulfillment of the Abrahamic.   

 

(v)  Having believed as Abraham, and as the Syrophoenician woman  

(a)  Would the Lord lay His hands on our children  

(b)  And say, “Of such is the kingdom of heaven?”   
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(c)  Are they the heirs of His blessings  

(d)  As these Jewish children by way of promise?   

 

c.  This appears to be consistent  

With what we see regarding children  

In the rest of the New Testament.   

 

(i)  It’s consistent with what Paul says  

(a)  About the children of at least one believing parent:   

(1)  That they are holy (1 Cor. 7:14) –  

(2)  That the Lord graciously removes the polluting influence  

(3)  Of the unbelieving parent,  

(4)  So that the children aren’t affected by his uncleanness  

(5)  But possess the promise of the kingdom through the believing parent.   

 

(b)  In the Old Covenant,  

(1)  If one of God’s people married outside the covenant people,  

(A)  Their repentance would include the sending away  

(B)  Of both spouse and children ().   

 

(2)  In the New Covenant, that’s no longer the case.   

(A)  If the unbelieving spouse wants to remain,  

(B)  He or she may remain;  

(C)  But if they want out,  

(D)  The believing spouse must let him leave.   

(E)  Either way, the children of that union are holy.   

(F)  They don’t have to go out with the unbeliever.   

 

(3)  Does Paul merely intend to say here  

(A)  That the children are legitimate rather than illegitimate?   

(B)  If he had, he could easily have done so.   

(I)  The author to the Hebrews, speaking of God’s discipline says,  

(II)  “But if you are without discipline, of which all have become 

partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons” (12:8).   

(III)  The word he uses here isn’t the same.   

 

(C)  Paul isn’t talking about whether the children are legitimate or not –  

(I)  Clearly they are –  

(II)  He’s speaking about whether or not God  

(III)  Will have anything to do with the child  

(IV)  Of an unbeliever and a believer.   

(V)  In the New Covenant, He will:   

(VI)  If the Lord didn’t remove  

(VII)  The polluting influence of the unbelieving spouse,  

(VIII)  The children would be unclean,  

(IX)  But now they are holy.   
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(D)  This holiness can have reference only to God:   

(I)  It means they are set apart to Him.   

(II)  It means He owns them,  

(III)  That He will deal both directly and indirectly with them.   

(IV)  It means the kingdom belongs to them  

(V)  As it did to the children of these Israelites  

(VI)  Who brought their children to Jesus,  

(VII)  And to the Syrophoenician woman’s daughter.   

 

(ii)  The fact that the kingdom belongs to our children  

  Is further consistent with the specific instruction  

  The Lord gives both to parents and children in the church.   

(a)  As we read in our meditation, “Fathers, do not provoke your children to 

anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord” 

(Eph. 6:4).   

(b)  It also explains why he addresses the children directly and tells them, 

“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  Honor your 

father and mother” (vv. 1-2).   

(c)  And why the blessing attached to that particular commandment, applies 

to them as well, “So that it may be well with you, and that you may live 

long on the earth” (v. 3).   

(d)  Paul doesn’t appear to be singling out  

(1)  A select group of children who have believed.   

(2)  He is addressing all the children of believing parents  

(3)  As He did in the Old Covenant:  “Honor your father and your mother, 

that your days may be prolonged in the land which the LORD your God 

gives you” (Ex. 20:12).   

 

(e)  He’s also addressing the parents of these children  

(1)  To do for them what He commanded the parents of the Old Covenant:   

(2)  “These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your 

heart.  You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of 

them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and 

when you lie down and when you rise up” (Deu. 6:6-7).   

 

(f)  If Paul had intended to address only the believing children  

(1)  And parents with believing children,  

(2)  Why didn’t he give additional instructions  

(3)  As to what parents should do for the children present who didn’t 

believe?   

(4)  He didn’t, though there certainly must have been unconverted children 

in that assembly.   

 

d.  So would the Lord lay His hands on our children,  

(i)  And say, “To such belongs the kingdom of God”?   
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(ii)  I believe He would.   

 

e.  This is consistent with the way the Lord has always dealt with His people:   

(i)  He has always dealt with whole families and not just individuals.   

(a)  Did the Lord’s dealings with Adam affect just him, or also his children?   

(b)  What about with Noah?  Abraham?  Isaac?  Jacob?  Jacob’s children?  

David?   

(c)  What about the Gentiles who joined themselves with Israel?   

(d)  The Lord had to do with the whole family.   

(e)  This is what He has always done,  

 

(ii)  This is what He said He would do in the Old Covenant  

(a)  As He looked forward to the New:   

(b)  “Behold, I will gather them out of all the lands to which I have driven 

them in My anger, in My wrath and in great indignation; and I will bring 

them back to this place and make them dwell in safety.  They shall be My 

people, and I will be their God; and I will give them one heart and one 

way, that they may fear Me always, for their own good and for the good of 

their children after them.  I will make an everlasting covenant with them 

that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; and I will put the 

fear of Me in their hearts so that they will not turn away from Me.  I will 

rejoice over them to do them good and will faithfully plant them in this 

land with all My heart and with all My soul” (Jer. 32:37-41).   

 

f.  So to whom does the kingdom belong?   

(i)  It belongs to all those who by faith enter that kingdom,  

(ii)  As well as to their children – by way of promise.   

 

5.  Does this mean your children are saved?   

a.  Or that they will automatically be saved sometime in the future?   

b.  No.  But it does mean that God has set your children apart to Himself.   

(i)  That He deals with them because of you –  

(ii)  Not only through you,  

(iii)  But also directly.   

 

c.  It means that when He blesses you  

(i)  With the blessings of the New Covenant,  

(ii)  He does it also with reference to them:   

(a)  When He gives you the strength to live a godly life,  

(1)  It’s not only that you might glorify Him directly,  

(2)  But also indirectly, by becoming a saving influence on your children.   

 

(b)  That when He reveals things to you from His Word,  

(1)  He does it not only to edify you,  

(2)  But that you might instruct your children.   
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(c)  When He provides for you,  

(1)  He not only does it for your sake,  

(2)  But also that you might provide for His children.   

 

(d)  And when He commands you to discipline your children  

  And your children to obey you,  

(1)  He doesn’t do this just so you will have the blessing of well behaved 

children,  

(2)  He does it because He wants His children to behave in a godly way.   

 

(iii)  There is a huge difference between children  

(a)  Raised in an ungodly and ignorant household,  

(b)  And those raised in Christian homes.   

(1)  Those in Christian homes are blessed  

(2)  With many sanctifying influences,  

(3)  Including the Gospel,  

(4)  Which the Lord intends to save them!   

(5)  Most of those the Lord has powerfully used in history  

(6)  Have been raised by godly parents.   

 

(c)  Jesus says, “Permit the children to come to Me; do not hinder them; for 

the kingdom of God belongs to such as these” (Mark 10:14).   

 

6.  And so in closing, what does this passage call you to do?   

a.  It calls you first of all who are parents  

(i)  To recognize that God is dealing  

(ii)  Both with you and your children in His mercy.   

(iii)  That they are His children, and because they are  

(a)  He wants you to raise them in the discipline and instruction in the Lord.   

(b)  He wants you to teach your children,  

(c)  To discipline them,  

(d)  To pray for them,  

(e)  To model Christ before them,  

(f)  To evangelize them,  

(g)  To bring them to worship,  

(h)  So that they might come to know Him  

(i)  And come into His kingdom through His Son.   

 

(iv)  It’s interesting  

(a)  That no matter what position you take  

(b)  With regard to the children of believers  

(c)  Virtually all Christian parents raise their children the same way.   

(1)  This can’t be anything less  

(2)  Than the Lord’s insuring  

(3)  That His children be raised properly.   

(4)  May He continue to grant us this grace!   
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b.  But secondly, it reminds you children  

(i)  That the Lord has given you these blessings for a reason:   

(ii)  That you might know Him.   

(iii)  If you haven’t yet trusted Him –  

(a)  Or if you have, but haven’t yet professed that faith –  

(b)  Do so now.   

(c)  You must be willing to confess Jesus before others  

(d)  Before He will confess you before the Father.  

 

(iv)  If you don’t want to trust Him  

(a)  Remember as well,  

(1)  That if you have all these advantages  

(2)  And don’t come to the Lord,  

(3)  Things will be much worse for you on the Day of Judgment.   

 

(b)  Don’t let the things that God intends as a blessing  

(1)  Become a curse for you.   

(2)  Let them draw you to Jesus:   

(3)  Trust in Him, turn from your sins,  

(4)  And be saved.  Amen.   
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