
“To Tell the Truth” 
(Exodus 20:16) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Review.   

1.  We’ve been looking at the righteous use of the tongue.   
a.  Like all our members, it needs to be tamed.   
b.  Again, like taming the rest of our members, it’s a matter of the heart.   
c.  We can’t tame it with a whip, although corporal punishment can be helpful – e.g., 

with children.   
d.  It must be trained spiritually – with God’s Word and Spirit.   
e.  And sometimes He will train it through His Providential dealings.   
 

2.  Remember, the Lord wants us to use it to build others up.   
a.  We are to use it in love.   

(i)  Not lying about our neighbor, especially in a court of law.   
(ii)  But by telling the truth about them, at least as love dictates.   
(iii)  We’re going to probe this area a little further this evening:  when to tell the 

truth, when not to.   
(iv)  Remember, love also means that we believe the best regarding our neighbor – 

we are not to use our powers of observation to build our arsenal with which to tear 
them down.   

(v)  But we are not to tear anyone down with it – not even ourselves.   
(vi)  We are to build them up – but not to the point of flattering others, because that 

too would be sin.   
 
b.  We are also to use our tongues to speak the truth – God’s truth.   

(i)  In matters of justice or righteousness, we need to stand on God’s Word.   
(ii)  Remember what a powerful weapon it is, especially when energized by God’s 

Spirit.   
(iii)  We can use it to promote God’s agenda against:   

(a)  Abortion.   
(b)  Homosexuality, the attempts at redefining marriage.   
(c)  This may become more difficult as things get worse in this nation.   
 

(iv)  We can also use it to promote the Gospel – to build up God’s kingdom.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  This evening, we’ll look at one last subject regarding the tongue:  when to tell the truth 

and when not to, regarding our neighbor.   
a.  Yes, we are to speak the truth in love to and about our neighbor.   
b.  But do we need to say everything we can say, everything we know is true, point out 

everyone of their flaws or weaknesses at once?   
c.  Are there ever times we should withhold truth for love’s sake?   
d.  On the other hand, are there situations in which we must not only not tell the truth, 

but lie – break the ninth commandment?   
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2.  Let’s explore these areas for a few minutes.  I want us to see that love and justice are 
the two key principles we need to apply when deciding to speak or not to speak, and 
when telling the truth or even lying.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, when should we tell the truth?   
1.  When love requires it:  Sometimes we need to tell the truth, even truth that might 

damage a person’s reputation, for reasons of love.   
a.  Love to our neighbor in sin.   

(i)  Reproof is God’s ordained way of dealing with sin.   
(ii)  Moses writes, “You shall not hate your fellow countryman in your heart; you 

may surely reprove your neighbor, but shall not incur sin because of him” (Lev. 
19:17).   

(iii)  Jesus tells us that if you reprove him in private, and he doesn’t repent, you need 
to take one or two more with you – the circle grows.   

(iv)  If he still doesn’t repent, you need to take it to the church – it becomes more 
public.   

(v)  If he still doesn’t repent, he is to be put out of the church – it becomes even more 
public – to the eyes of the world (Matt. 18:15-17).   

(vi)  That is the loving thing to do – to reclaim him from sin.   
(vii)  Not to do so is hating him.   
(viii)  But we must speak the truth in love, not out of revenge.   

 
b.  This is love also to those he is affecting or may affect with his sin.   

(i)  If someone teaches a false doctrine, others must be warned.   
(ii)  If they are given to hurting others in some way – brawler, thief, con artist – 

others need to know.   
(iii)  In the Old Covenant, if you knew that your ox was given to goring, and it killed 

someone, you would be culpable for that death.  “If, however, an ox was 
previously in the habit of goring, and its owner has been warned, yet he does not 
confine it, and it kills a man or a woman, the ox shall be stoned and its owner also 
shall be put to death” (Ex. 21:29).   

(iv)  How much more when you know someone is dangerous and don’t warn others?   
(v)  However, if that person is a brother or sister, and the potential for injury is not 

that great, then deal gently.   
(vi)  If serious, then be forthright.   
 

c.  With regard to protecting one another’s reputation, we must do what we can.   
(i)  We must protect our own.   

(a)  “A good name is to be more desired than great riches, favor is better than 
silver and gold” (Prov. 22:1).   

(b)  There were times when Jesus protected His own, such as when He was 
accused of being demon possessed for delivering a man demon possessed.   

(c)  But He defended Himself, “Jesus answered, ‘I do not have a demon; but I 
honor My Father, and you dishonor Me’” (John 8:49).   

(d)  Tamar urged her brother Amnon not to violate her:  her reputation would be 
ruined; he would be called a fool (2 Sam. 13:12-13).   

(e)  If we must damage our own reputation in the eyes of the church and world by 
doing what’s right, we must do it – e.g., Luther, Calvin, Knox, Zwingli, etc.   
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(f)  Jesus did this as well when He stood before His accusers and didn’t answer 
them a word, to fulfill Isaiah’s prophecy, “He was led a sheep to slaughter; and 
as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so He does not open His mouth” (Acts 
8:32; cf. Matt. 26:62-63).   

(g)  Our reputation belongs to God – He will do with it what is good in His eye.   
(h)  It is better to be dishonored in the eyes of all men, if we can have the honor 

that comes from God.   
 

(ii)  We must also protect our neighbor’s.   
(a)  We must love him as ourselves.   
(b)  But again, if our neighbor may hurt someone, we need to warn others.   
(c)  Sometimes the only way we can clear our names is to expose the one who it 

truly at fault.   
(d)  But if there is no righteous reason to expose something someone did that was 

wrong, then we need to be silent.   
(e)  We especially don’t want to be guilty of ruining their reputation in secret by 

telling others about all their weaknesses, when we should be covering over 
them in love.   

(f)  Paul writes, “Now we who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those 
without strength and not just please ourselves.  Let each of us please his 
neighbor for his good, to his edification.  For even Christ did not please 
Himself; but as it is written, ‘The reproaches of those who reproached You fell 
on Me” (Romans 15:1-3).   

(g)  We are to defend one another’s reputation and not destroy it.   
(h)  “Open your mouth for the dumb, for the rights of all the unfortunate.  Open 

your mouth, judge righteously, and defend the rights of the afflicted and 
needy” (Proverbs 31:8-9).   

 
2.  We should also tell the truth when justice requires it.   

a.  When we are called on to protect society.   
(i)  If we hear of someone planning a murder, we need to inform the authorities.   
(ii)  If to break in and steal something, we must do the same.   

 
b.  In a court of law.   

(i)  We must testify truthfully.   
(ii)  Even if we’re not under oath – as is in vogue today – God still takes into account 

what we say.   
(iii)  This is especially where the ninth commandment applies:  “You shall not bear 

false witness against your neighbor,” which is also to say, “You shall speak the 
truth regarding your neighbor.”   

 
c.  Love and justice determine when to tell the truth about others.   

 
B.  When should we not tell the truth?   

1.  When love requires it.   
a.  Sometimes, we need to cover over sins in love.   
b.  Consider that Jesus could have spoken all day every day in criticizing His disciples if 

He wanted to.  There were plenty of blemishes.   
c.  He could do the same with us – pointing out our faults until He ground us into the 

dust.  But He doesn’t.   
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d.  There were important things He didn’t tell His disciples – not necessarily regarding 
their personal lives – until He was sure they could bear it.   
(i)  “I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  But 

when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He 
will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and 
He will disclose to you what is to come” (John 16:12-13).   

(ii)  Sometimes we tend to correct a brother or sister’s theological positions all at 
once and don’t give them the time to grow into them, as the Lord did for us.   

(iii)  One time here a professing Pentecostal was confronted by a member who 
wanted to set them straight, and ended up blowing them out of the church.   

(iv)  It ended any possibility of gently dealing with that person to lead them to the 
truth.   

(v)  There are times when silence is wisdom.   
 
e.  This doesn’t mean if the disciples were in gross sin, Jesus wouldn’t have 

immediately rebuked them – e.g., He said to Peter, when Peter tried to prevent Him 
from going to Jerusalem “Get behind Me Satan” (Matt. 16:23).   

f.  But He didn’t pick at their obvious weaknesses.  Nor did He love them any the less 
for them.  Love covers a multitude of sins (1 Pet. 4:8), and we all have plenty of 
them.   

g.  He got around to their faults, either while He was there or by His Spirit from heaven.  
But He didn’t lay them all on them at once.   
(i)  Neither does He do so with us.   
(ii)  Nor should we do so with ourselves.   
(iii)  Neither should we to our neighbor.   
(iv)  If our neighbor or brethren has faults we can overlook, we should.   
(v)  But if they are too serious – too injurious to ourselves or others – we must 

reprove them.   
 

2.  Finally, we should not tell the truth when justice requires it.   
a.  Some believe we should never lie.   
b.  But there are times when it would be a sin not to.   

(i)  Such as during times of war.   
(a)  Corrie Ten Boom hiding the Jews.   
(b)  Rahab hiding the two spies (Joshua 2), commended by James (2:25).   
(c)  Jael who deceived Sisera (Judges 4:18-22).   
(d)  The woman who hid Ahimaaz and Jonathan (2 Sam. 17:19-20).   
(e)  You don’t give your strategy away in war.  You use deception.   
 

(ii)  Or when the wicked want the truth to harm your neighbor.   
(a)  Those in a sense are times of war as well.   
(b)  Ask yourself why they want that information.   
(c)  If we are authorized to kill someone else in self-defense or in defense of the 

innocent, we may also lie to protect them.   
(d)  Sometimes a lie may be the righteous thing to do.   
 

3.  May the Lord help us to use our tongues righteously – to build up His kingdom, to help 
our brethren, to convert the lost – and not to tear others down.  Amen.   


