
“To Open Their Eyes” 
(Acts 26:9-23)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.  Last week, we saw the essence of Paul’s testimony:  he was on trial 

for the hope of the promise made to Israel.   
1.  He was not the champion of a new religion, but of the same religion that was 

Agrippa’s heritage.   
a.  The promised seed had come and crushed Satan’s head as God promised 

Adam and Eve.   
b.  Jesus had finished His work and become the One through whom all the 

nations would be blessed, if they would only turn to Him in faith, as God 
promised Abraham.   

c.  Christ had declared God’s will to the people as God’s prophet, and offered 
Himself as a sacrifice to put away their sins as their High Priest, as the Lord 
showed them through Moses.   

d.  He had been raised up again and taken up into heaven and seated as King of 
kings, now to rule over all Creation, as the Lord promised David.   

e.  Through Jesus the blessings of the New Covenant promised by God were 
now being mediated:  the forgiveness of sins, love for God’s Law, a personal 
relationship with the Lord, and everlasting life, as God had promised through 
Jeremiah.   

 
2.  Paul had not abandoned the faith of his forefathers or of his nation.   

a.  He had hope in the same promises they did.   
b.  But he knew those promises of God had been fulfilled in Christ.   
c.  How did he know this?  Because he had seen it with his own eyes, and this 

truth had changed his life.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  Paul again points to himself as living proof that all these things were true.   

a.  He told Agrippa what his life was like prior to his conversion – that he was 
not only like the rest of the Jews in his zeal against Christianity, he excelled 
them all.   

b.  He told Agrippa what happened to change all of this – how the Lord 
appeared to him and changed his perspective.   

c.  And he told him what the outcome of this was – how he began to believe, live 
and preach the very things he before tried to destroy.   

d.  Agrippa and Festus wanted to know why the Jews were trying to kill Paul, 
and Paul tells them – it’s because the promises of God had been fulfilled in 
Jesus Christ.   

 
2.  This morning, we’ll consider these three aspects of Paul’s life:   

a.  What he was like apart from Christ.   
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b.  What happened to him when Christ appeared to him.   
c.  And what he was like in Christ.   
d.  Paul’s eyes had been opened by the grace of God, and by that same grace he 

hoped God would open theirs.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, let’s consider again what Paul was like apart from Christ – we can sum it up 

in one phrase:  he hated God.   
1.  Having told Agrippa how orthodox he was raised and lived, Paul now goes on to 

speak of his zeal for Judaism.   
a.  First, he hated Jesus Christ (v. 9).   

(i)  Though we don’t read about any interaction between Paul and Jesus, they 
were contemporaries.   

(ii)  Paul knew about Christ and His ministry while it was ongoing.   
(iii)  We first read of Paul at the stoning of Stephen (8:1) – one of the seven 

chosen to minister to the Hellenistic widows (6:5).  This was shortly after 
Pentecost, which was only 50 days after the resurrection of Christ.   

(iv)  Though he was a young man at the time, Paul was a practicing Pharisee 
during Jesus’ earthly ministry.   

 
b.  But Jesus had been crucified before Paul became an active persecutor of the 

church.  And since he could now do nothing to Jesus, since as far as he was 
concerned Jesus was dead, he persecuted those who followed Him (vv. 10-
11).   
(i)  He locked them in prisons, under the authority of the chief priests.   
(ii)  When they were executed, he cast his vote in favor of their death.   
(iii)  He often punished them in the synagogues:   

(a)  Early Jewish Christians didn’t renounce the Jewish faith, but 
embraced it when they trusted in Jesus; and so they continued to 
worship in the synagogues, as well as on the Lord’s Day.   

(b)  When Paul found them there, he would punish them and try to force 
them to blaspheme God.   

 
(iv)  And not being content to attack those close by he continued to pursue 

them to foreign cities.   
 

2.  This is a reminder of what we’re up against in this world.   
a.  Unbelievers hate believers.  They do whether they know it or not.   
b.  Generally, it’s not until we speak the truth, until we become a light that 

exposes their darkness, that convicts them of their sins, that they realize this 
and begin to persecute us.   

c.  Unbelievers get along with us quite well as long as we remain silent; but once 
we speak, their animosity can become proportionate to our candor and 
boldness.   

d.  This is something we must be willing to risk if they are ever to be saved – we 
can suppress the Gospel, continue our friendships and watch them perish; or 
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we can run the risk of their anger, tell them the truth, and see some of them 
everlastingly saved.   

e.  Someone had to be willing to risk this for us – whether parents or friends – to 
bring us to Christ.   

f.  Out of love for Christ, let’s be willing to do this for others.   
 

B.  Second, let’s consider what happened to Paul when Christ appeared to him – He 
changed Paul’s heart.   
1.  While Paul was on his way to Damascus to capture Christians and bring them 

bound back to Jerusalem for trial and eventual death, Christ appeared to him 
(vv. 12-13).   
a.  He revealed Himself in all His awful glory – His appearance was brighter 

than the sun at midday – this is how He will also appear when He returns on 
the Day of Judgment; perhaps this was meant to instill fear in Paul, to begin 
to teach him the true wisdom.   

b.  He asked him why he was persecuting Him.   
(i)  Remember, anything done to one of Christ’s brothers is something done 

to Him.   
(ii)  Paul had succeeded:  in persecuting the church, he had persecuted Christ.   
 

c.  Jesus told him, it was hard for him to kick against the goads (v. 14).   
(i)  Jesus had been working on his conscience, but Paul had been resisting 

and fighting against Him, as all do in an unconverted state.   
(ii)  Ox goads are used to get the ox to go in directions it doesn’t want to go 

by making it uncomfortable continuing in the direction it wants to go.   
(iii)  That’s the way our conscience works:  it stings us and turns us down 

paths we wouldn’t otherwise go.   
(iv)  It isn’t until we’re converted that we go the right way because we really 

want to.   
 

d.  Paul didn’t recognize Jesus’ voice because he didn’t know Him – he was a 
stranger to grace – but Paul did know that this One was vastly superior to 
him:  and so he asked, “‘Who are You, Lord?’  And the Lord said, ‘I am 
Jesus whom you are persecuting’” (v. 15).   
(i)  This was probably the last thing Paul wanted to hear – the One he was 

persecuting really was the Lord of glory.   
(ii)  But what he heard next was probably equally shocking –Christ was now 

commissioning him to be His minister and witness.   
(iii)  This is God’s grace – we deserve His wrath, but instead He makes us 

His brethren and witnesses of His truth.   
 
e.  And so commanding Paul to stand up, He gave him a commission:  to 

minister His Gospel and to bear witness to what he’d seen and the things 
Jesus would show him.   
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(i)  As he did this, as he lived as a very high profile Christian, he would be 
persecuted by both the Jews and Gentiles – even as he had persecuted 
Christians – but the Lord would deliver him (v. 17).   

(ii)  More importantly, through his ministry, their eyes would be opened:   
(a)  Once they saw the truth of God through the Gospel, they would turn 

from their ignorance to knowledge, and from the dominion of Satan to 
God.   

(b)  They would receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among 
those who have been sanctified through faith in Christ.   

 
2.  But how would they turn to Him when their hearts were in the same condition as 

Paul’s was before?   
a.  It’s only because of the grace of God in Christ.   

(i)  Paul never would have received Jesus as his Lord and Savior if Jesus 
hadn’t changed his heart.   

(ii)  Paul didn’t just receive new information.  He wasn’t simply scared 
straight by Christ’s appearance.   

(iii)  Jesus changed his heart:  “But God, being rich in mercy, because of His 
great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our 
transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been 
saved)” (Eph. 2:4-5).   

 
b.  And notice how He did this:  It wasn’t through an offer of salvation, but 

through a command.   
(i)  Jesus didn’t simply offer these things to him:  He commanded him and 

expected him to submit.   
(ii)  And Paul responded, because by this change of heart, he now wanted to – 

without the goads.   
(iii)  The Gospel is a command, more than it is an offer:  Repent and believe, 

and if you do, Christ will give you forgiveness of sins and eternal life.   
(iv)  The work of the Spirit must accompany this call, or you will never 

submit to it.   
(v)  But if the Spirit does accompany that call, you will.   
(vi)  This is what the Lord did for Paul.   

 
C.  Finally, let’s consider what Paul was like after Christ converted him – He loved 

and obeyed God.   
1.  When Paul encountered Christ, he became a Christian in more than word only, 

but also in deed.   
a.  He believed the truth and began to preach it – to those at Damascus, then at 

Jerusalem, then throughout Judea, even to the Gentiles – telling them that 
“they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds appropriate to 
repentance” (vv. 19-20).     

b.  He preached so effectively that he (not surprisingly) was heavily persecuted – 
they seized and tried to kill him (v. 21).   
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(i)  The message came through; the Word convicted them and left them no 
room to hide.   

(ii)  If Paul had been afraid of being hurt, he never would have submitted to 
this; but he armed himself with this purpose:  to suffer for Christ.   

 
c.  Works must follow true conversion; without sanctification, there is no true 

justification.   
(i)  Paul preached to open the eyes of the blind, to turn men from their sins to 

righteousness, that, as Jesus said, “they may receive forgiveness of sins 
and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me” 
(v. 18).   

(ii)  The Gospel sanctifies; this is why Jesus saves us:  that we might be holy 
(Eph. 1:4), not just positionally in Him, but practically.   

(iii)  The author to the Hebrews reminds us that without holiness, there will 
be no heaven:  “Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without 
which no one will see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14).   

(iv)  Repentance is not just changing your mind about who Christ is, it is a 
change in the direction of our lives that flows from a changed heart.   

 
d.  This obedience must also include with it the willingness to suffer for Christ.   

(i)  “Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also 
with the same purpose, because he who has suffered in the flesh has 
ceased from sin, so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for 
the lusts of men, but for the will of God” (1 Pet. 4:1-2).   

(ii)  We shouldn’t want to suffer for suffering sake, but we must be willing to 
suffer for Christ’s sake.   

 
2.  Finally, Paul concluded his testimony vv. 22-23:   

a.  First by giving God glory for His help:  it was only because of this that he 
was there to speak to them (without it, he never would have survived).   

b.  And second, by summarizing the Gospel:  that the Christ would suffer, die, 
be resurrected, and then by virtue of His resurrection, would proclaim the 
Gospel to the Jews (who saw Him after His resurrection) and to the Gentiles 
(to both groups through His apostles He had appointed, such as Paul).   

c.  This was his testimony; this was the reason the Jews wanted to kill him:  God 
is faithful; He did what He promised He would:  He sent the Messiah.   

d.  Next Lord’s Day, we’ll consider Agrippa and Festus’ response to the Gospel.  
But this morning, let’s take a few moments to consider ours.   


