
“To Obey Is Better than Sacrifice” 
(1 Samuel 15:22) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Review.   

1.  Remember how the Shorter Catechism began:   
a.  It asked, “What is the chief end of man?”   
b.  And it answered, “Man's chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy him forever.”   
c.  The main reason God made man – why He made you – was for His glory.   
d.  And He made you to enjoy Him.   
 

2.  But how can we glorify Him?  How can we enjoy Him?   
a.  God has told us how.   
b.  He gave us a rule to follow:  it’s found in the Old and New Testaments.   
c.  And it is the only rule – everything else is only man’s opinion, if it doesn’t agree 

with this.   
 

3.  Now what does the Bible teach us to help us to do both of these things?   
a.  First, it teaches us what we are to believe about God.   

(i)  This is what we have been looking at over the past several weeks.   
(ii)  We have seen who God is:  a Spirit, who is limitless, timeless, and changeless 

with regard to what He is, what He knows, what He can do, His purity, His 
impartiality, His kindness, and His integrity.   

(iii)  And we have seen the greatest revelation of His Being in His love:   
(a)  A love that would devise a way to save us when we had fallen away.   
(b)  A way that would be on His heart from all eternity, because we had been on 

His heart from all eternity.   
(c)  The sending of His Son into this world to save us from our sins.   

 
b.  But now having seen these things, the catechism moves on to the second main thing 

we need to know to honor God and to take pleasure in Him forever.   
 
B.  Preview.   

1.  The Scripture also teaches us what duty God requires of man.   
a.  It’s one thing to know who He is and what He has done for us.   
b.  But that’s not enough to glorify and enjoy Him.  
c.  We also need to know what He wants us to do for Him.   
 

2.  He tells us in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments what He wants:   
a.  He wants us to obey Him in everything He has told us to do.   
b.  That’s more important to Him than anything else we might care to give Him.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  To better understand our passage, we should consider its background.   
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1.  The Lord had called Saul to be the first king of Israel.  He was not a righteous king, but 
a king the people wanted.   

2.  Even before Samuel spoke these words to him, he showed signs of moral failure.   
a.  He had taken credit for his son’s victory over the Philistines (1 Sam. 13:3).   
b.  He put his men under a foolish vow not to eat until he had avenged himself on his 

enemies (1 Sam. 14:24), when he knew that his men needed to eat and that 
vengeance belongs to the Lord and not to him.   

 
3.  But this was his greatest failure to date, one that would cost him his kingdom.   

a.  The Lord had sent him out with the armies of Israel to execute His vengeance upon 
Amalek, because they had fought against Israel when He brought them out of Egypt 
(Ex. 17:8-16).   
(i)  This was the battle where Moses lifted up his arms, while Joshua went out to 

fight against them.   
(ii)  As long as Moses’ arms were lifted up, Israel was winning.  But when he grew 

tired and his arms fell, Amalek would begin to win.   
(iii)  And so Aaron and Hur held Moses’ arms up and Israel defeated them.   
(iv)  But because of what Amalek had done, Moses said, “The Lord has sworn; the 

Lord will have war against Amalek from generation to generation” (Ex. 17:16).   
(v)  And before they entered the promised land, Moses brought this again to their 

minds, “Remember what Amalek did to you along the way when you came out 
from Egypt, how he met you along the way and attacked among you all the 
stragglers at your rear when you were faint and weary; and he did not fear God.  
Therefore it shall come about when the Lord your God has given you rest from all 
your surrounding enemies, in the land which the Lord your God gives you as an 
inheritance to possess, you shall blot out the memory of Amalek from under 
heaven; you must not forget.” (Deu. 25:17-19).   

(vi)  The Lord had now given them the land and rest.  Now was the time to execute 
the vengeance the Lord wanted on Amalek, and so He sent Saul out to destroy 
him.   

(vii)  The Lord said to Saul through Samuel, “'I will punish Amalek for what he did 
to Israel, how he set himself against him on the way while he was coming up from 
Egypt.  Now go and strike Amalek and utterly destroy all that he has, and do not 
spare him; but put to death both man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, 
camel and donkey” (vv. 2-3).   

(viii)  And so Saul went out to do what the Lord had said.   
 

b.  But Saul failed to do two things.   
(i)  He did destroy all the people of the Amalekites, but not everything that they had.   
(ii)  We read in verse 9, “But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the 

sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all that was good, and were not 
willing to destroy them utterly; but everything despised and worthless, that they 
utterly destroyed.”   

(iii)  When he returned to Samuel, he said he had done everything the Lord 
commanded.   
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(iv)  But Samuel asked him, “What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears, and 
the lowing of the oxen which I hear” (v. 14)?   

(v)  Saul said that the people wanted to spare them to sacrifice to the Lord.   
(vi)  But Samuel said, “Has the Lord as much delight in burnt offerings and 

sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord?  Behold, to obey is better than 
sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams.  For rebellion is as the sin of 
divination, and insubordination is as iniquity and idolatry.  Because you have 
rejected the word of the Lord, He has also rejected you from being king” (vv. 22-
23).   

(vii)  Saul thought he was doing something that God would like.  But Samuel told 
him that what he had done was no different than divination, iniquity and idolatry.   

(viii)  How could Saul have been so wrong?   
(ix)  He didn’t understand that God is more interested in obedience than anything 

else we might care to give Him.   
 

B.  God tells us that to listen to Him and obey Him is better than sacrifice.   
1.  Our Shorter Catechism asks the question, “What is the duty which God requireth of 

man?” and answers, “The duty which God requireth of man, is obedience to his 
revealed will.”   
a.  Our catechism tells us that to obey God is our duty.   

(i)  Our text bears this out.   
(ii)  It is our responsibility, our obligation.   
(iii)  It is this for at least two reasons:   

(a)  God has the right to command the things that are His.  It is our duty to obey 
Him because He made us and takes care of our needs.   

(b)  But He has also bound us to obedience by His eternal and infinite love 
towards us in Christ.   

 
b.  Our catechism tells us it is our duty to obey His revealed will.   

(i)  Remember, God has a secret will – His decree, His plan of what is going to 
happen.  We don’t know what that is until it happens.   

(ii)  But He also has His will of command – what is right, His commandments.   
(iii)  We are to listen to and obey anything in the Bible that we understand to be His 

will.   
(iv)  We are not to obey the ceremonial law any longer, since Christ fulfilled it.   
(v)  We are not to obey the civil law any longer, except as justice demands.   
(vi)  But we are to obey the moral law, the Ten Commandments, which the 

catechism will go on to explain.   
 

c.  Not to do so, or to offer Him something else, something we might want to give Him 
instead, is sin.   
(i)  Samuel said to Saul, “For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and 

insubordination is as iniquity and idolatry” (v. 23).   
(ii)  Rebellion is like divination or witchcraft, and insubordination is like 

iniquity/wickedness and idolatry.   
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(iii)  It follows in the same vein as these sins.  They are forms of rebellion against 
God.  It is the setting up of oneself as the lawmaker and judge, rather than God, 
and that is making oneself as God.   

(iv)  As God’s creatures and as His redeemed people, we can’t just do whatever we 
feel like doing.   

(v)  We must obey God in all we do.   
(vi)  Thomas Watson wrote, “Some will obey partially, obey some commandments, 

not others, like a plough which, when it comes to a hard piece of earth, stops.  But 
God who spoke all the words of the moral law, will have all obeyed” (Golden 
Treasury).   

 
2.  But let’s not forget why God commands us to do the things He does.   

a.  He does it for our good.  Everything He tells us to do is good and right and just.   
b.  Again, Watson writes, “God commands nothing but what is beneficial.  “O Israel, 

what does the Lord require of you, but to fear the Lord your God, and to keep His 
statutes, which I command you this day, for your good?”  To obey God, is not so 
much our duty as our privilege” (Golden Treasury).   

c.  It basically has to do with where our heart is.   
(i)  If we don’t want to do what God commands, it seems like a duty forced on us.   
(ii)  But if we want to do it, it is a privilege.   
(iii)  But remember, all that God commands is good and for our good.   
(iv)  He has our best interests in mind.   
 

d.  In closing, consider the words of Solomon to his children, “Does not wisdom call, 
and understanding lift up her voice?  On top of the heights beside the way, where the 
paths meet, she takes her stand; beside the gates, at the opening to the city, at the 
entrance of the doors, she cries out:  “To you, O men, I call, and my voice is to the 
sons of men.  O naive ones, discern prudence; and, O fools, discern wisdom.  Listen, 
for I shall speak noble things; and the opening of my lips  will produce right things.  
For my mouth will utter truth; and wickedness is an abomination to my lips.  All the 
utterances of my mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing crooked or perverted in 
them.  They are all straightforward to him who understands, and right to those who 
find knowledge.  Take my instruction, and not silver, and knowledge rather than 
choicest gold.  For wisdom is better than jewels; and all desirable things can not 
compare with her.  I, wisdom, dwell with prudence, and I find knowledge and 
discretion.  The fear of the Lord is to hate evil; pride and arrogance and the evil way, 
and the perverted mouth, I hate.  Counsel is mine and sound wisdom; I am 
understanding, power is mine.  By me kings reign, and rulers decree justice.  By me 
princes rule, and nobles, all who judge rightly.  I love those who love me; and those 
who diligently seek me will find me.  Riches and honor are with me, enduring wealth 
and righteousness.  My fruit is better than gold, even pure gold, and my yield than 
choicest silver.  I walk in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of 
justice, to endow those who love me with wealth, that I may fill their treasuries” 
(Prov. 8:1-21).   

e.  Listen to God’s wisdom in His commandments, and you will be blessed.  Amen.   


