
”To All the Saints” 
(Phi 1 ippians 1 : 1-2 1 

Introduction: This morning we are beginning a new series through 
another tremendous book of the New Testament, that of Paul’s 
epistle to the church at Philippi. In order to gain a better 
understanding of what the Spirit of God was saying through the 
apostle Paul to that church, and through them to us today, it will 
be to our advantage to take a little time to understand the 
background and setting of this letter. 

One thing we have to realize at the outset, is that God is 
absolutely sovereign in the writing of His Word. He ordained the 
situation into which the apostles would write, as well as everything in 
the lives of the inspired authors themselves, so that everything which 
they would write and include in His inspired Word, would be precisely 
what He intended His church of all ages to have as their standard of 
faith and life. So the issues which Paul is addressing in this letter, 
were not only for the church at Philippi, but for His church throughout 
all time, to reveal everything that they would need to know to equip 
them to serve Him better. Taking this into account, let us now look at 
first, the author of the letter, second, its recipients, and thirdly, 
Paul ’ s customary greeting. 

I. The Author of the Letter Was None Other than the Apostle Paul 
Writing By the Inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 
A. Paul Is that Apostle Who Was Uniquely Set Aside to Preach 

the Gospel to the Gentiles. 
1.  Paul was converted on the road to Damascus. 

a. He was on his way to Damascus with papers from the high 
priest that if he should find any who belonged to the 
Way there, he had the authority to bring them back to 
Jerusalem, bound in chains to stand trial. 

b. But, of course, the Lord had other plans for Paul’s 
life that included the proclamation of that Way 
that he persecuted. 

everlasting Gospel of Christ, he was also to suffer 
many things in His name. 

c. But, not only was his life being set aside to proclaim the 

2. But, included in the Lord’s calling upon his life, he 
was set aside specifically to be God’s ambassador to 
the Gentile nations. 
a. Paul writes in Galatians 2:7-9, ”BUT ON THE 

CONTRARY, SEEING THAT I HAD BEEN ENTRUSTED WITH THE 
GOSPEL TO THE UNCIRCUMCISED, JUST AS PETER HAD BEEN 
TO THE CIRCUMCISED (FOR HE WHO EFFECTUALLY WORKED 
FOR PETER IN HIS APOSTLESHIP TO THE CIRCUMCISED 
EFFECTUALLY w o m n  FOR ME ALSO TO THE GENTILES), 
AND RECOGNIZING THE GRACE THAT HAD BEEN GIVEN TO 
ME, JAMES AND CEPHAS AND JOHN, WHO WERE REPUTED TO 
BE PILLARS, GAVE TO ME AND BARNABAS THE RIGHT HAND 
OF FELLOWSHIP, THAT WE MIGHT GO TO THE GENTILES, 
AND THEY TO THE CIRCUMCISED.” 

b. And, when God’s timing and Paul’s preparation were 
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fully come, the Holy Spirit sent Paul and Barnabas 
to begin the proclamation of the Gospel to the far 
reaches of the earth. ”AND WHILE THEY WERE 

SPIRIT SAID, ’SET APART FOR ME BARNABAS AND SAUL 
FOR THE WORK TO WHICH I HAVE CALLED THEM.’ THEN, 
WHEN THEY HAD FASTED AND PRAYED AND LAID THEIR 
HANDS ON THEM, THEY SENT THEM AWAY” (Acts 13:2-3). 

MINISTERING TO THE LORD AND FASTING, THE HOLY 

c. And so began Paul’s ministry to the Lord in 
bringing the Gospel to the Gentiles as the 
representative of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

B .  And, Although Timothy Did Not Author the Letter, His Name 
Is Included as well in the Greeting. 
1.  This is born out by the fact that after the greeting, Paul 

quickly returns to the first person singular (v. 3). 
2. His name is probably included because Paul wanted to 

prepare the Philippians for Timothy’s coming visit. 
”BUT I HOPE IN THE LORD JESUS TO SEND TIMOTHY TO YOU 
SHORTLY, SO THAT I ALSO MAY BE ENCOURAGED WHEN I LEARN 
OF YOUR CONDITION” (2: 19). 

and third missionary journeys. 
a. On Paul’s second missionary journey, he travels 

3. Timothy was Paul’s traveling companion on his second 

back through the areas where he first preached to 
see how his disciples were. In Acts we are told, 
”AND HE CAME TO DERBE AND TO LYSTRA (you will 
recall that it was here that Paul was stoned and 
dragged outside of the city on his first journey 
[ 1 4 : 1 9 ] ) .  AND BEHOLD, A CERTAIN DISCIPLE WAS 
THERE, NAMED TIMOTHY, THE SON OF A JEWISH WOMAN WHO 

WAS WELL SPOKEN OF BY THE BRETHREN WHO WERE IN 
LYSTRA AND ICONIUM. PAUL WANTED THIS MAN TO GO 
WITH HIM; AND HE TOOK HIM AND CIRCUMCISED HIM 
BECAUSE OF THE JEWS WHO WERE IN THOSE PARTS, FOR 
THEY ALL I(NEw THAT HIS FATHER WAS A GREEK” 
(16: 1-3). 

WAS A BELIEVER, BUT HIS FATHER WAS A GREEK, AND HE 

b. Timothy accompanied Paul on this journey, and on 

c. The important thing for our purposes is that 
his third journey. 

Timothy was with Paul in Philippi when the church 
was founded. 

4. Timothy himself was a convert from Paul’s ministry and 
a faithful servant of Christ Jesus. 
a. Timothy was probably converted by Paul’s preaching 

on his first missionary journey. 
b. It is apparent by the way that Paul speaks of 

Timothy as his child in the Gospel, ”PAUL, AN 
APOSTLE OF CHRIST JESUS ACCORDING TO THE 
COMMANDMENT OF GOD OUR SAVIOR, AND OF CHRIST JESUS, 
WHO IS OUR HOPE; TO TIMOTHY, MY TRUE CHILD IN THE 
FAITH: GRACE, MERCY AND PEACE FROM GOD THE FATHER 
AND CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD” ( 1  Tim. I: 1-2). 

c. In Christ Jesus, and through the Gospel, Paul 
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fathered many spiritual children. He writes to the 
church at Corinth, ”FOR IF YOU WERE TO HAVE 

MANY FATHERS’ FOR IN CHRIST JESUS I BECAME YOUR 
FATHER THROUGH THE GOSPEL. I EXHORT YOU THEREFORE, 
BE IMITATORS OF ME” ( 1  Cor. 4:15-16). 

d. And in this same context, he again says of Timothy, 
”FOR THIS REASON, I HAVE SENT TO YOU TIMOTHY, WHO 
IS MY BELOVED AND FAITHFUL CHILD IN THE LORD, AND 
HE WILL REMIND YOU OF MY WAYS WHICH ARE IN CHRIST, 
JUST AS I TEACH EVERYWHERE IN EVERY CHURCH” (v. 
17). 

COUNTLESS TUTORS IN CHRIST, YET YOU woum NOT HAVE 

5. Timothy, who was begotten by Paul through the Gospel, 
became a servant with Paul of Christ Jesus, working 
alongside of him, in the proclamation and extension of 
the kingdom of God and His Christ. 

C. The Bible Says that All of God’s People Are also His Servants. 
1.  The fact that Paul and Timothy are both called the 

servants of Christ Jesus here ig not unique to them. 
a. The word in the Greek is 6ovho#, which means bond 

slave. 
b. To be bondslaves of Christ means that they ”are 

those whose service is used by Christ in extending 
and advancing His cause among menn (Thayer 158). 

teachers . 

worshipers of Christ are called 6ovhot. 
t i )  Paul says, ”FOR HE WHO WAS CALLED IN THE LORD 

WHILE A SLAVE, IS THE LORD’ S FREEDMAN; 
LIKEWISE HE WHO WAS CALLED WHILE FREE, IS 
CHRIST’S SLAVE” (1 Cor. 7 : 2 2 ) .  

t i i )  And Peter says, ”ACT AS FREE MEN, AND DO NOT 
USE YOUR FREEDOM AS A COVERING FOR EVIL, BUT 
USE IT AS BONDSLAVES OF GOD” (1 Peter. 2: 16). 

c. It is commonly used of apostles, preachers and 

d. But it is also the case that all og the true 

2. All who name the name of Christ and have been redeemed 
by Him are His bondslaves. 
a. Often times we act as though our lives are our own 

and that Christ has set us free merely that we 
might pursue our own ends and enjoyments. 

b. Now obviously, if Paul and Timothy had lived in 
this way, the Gospel would have undoubtedly gone 
forth according to God’s plan, but not with the 
help of Paul and Timothy. 

c. But there is yet a need for the Gospel to go forth 
today, and so there is need for Christ’s bondslaves 
to bear witness to it. 
ti) Do you see yourself as a bond-slave of Christ? 

leisure, or to seek his own ends, rather, he 
lives only to serve his master. 

tiii) This is why Jesus said, ”IF ANYONE WISHES TO 
COME AFTER ME, LET HIM DENY HIMSELF, AND TAKE 

tii) A slave does not live his life for his own 
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tVl 

tvi l 

tviil 

tviiil 

UP HIS CROSS, AND FOLLOW ME. FOR WHOEVER 
WISHES TO SAVE HIS LIFE SHALL LOSE IT; BUT 
WHOEVER LOSES HIS LIFE FOR MY SAKE SHALL FIND 
IT. FOR WHAT WILL A MAN BE PROFITED, IF HE 
GAINS THE WHOLE WORLD, AND FORFEITS HIS SOUL? 
OR WHAT WILL A MAN GIVE IN EXCHANGE FOR HIS 
SOUL?” (Matt. 16: 24-26]. 
The one who does not deny himself to follow 
Christ, is not following Christ at all. 
And if all who profess to be Christ’s 
followers merely seek after their own 
pleasures in this life, then how will the 
kingdom of God advance? 
It won’t, and that is precisely why the work 
of extending Christ’s kingdom moves so slowly 
today. 
Everyone is leaving the work to somebody else, 
rather than seeing their own responsibility to 
use their time, talents and resources in 
extending it. 
Are you being a wise steward over all that 
Christ has given to you? It is better for you 
to examine your stewardship in this life while 
you have the opportunity, rather than to have 
God do it at a time when you can do nothing to 
change what you’ ve done. 

11.  The Recipient of this Letter, Which Is the Church at Philippi. 
A .  Philippi Was a Roman Colony in Macedonia. 

1.  The city of Philippi was named after Philip II of 
Macedonia, who founded it in 356 BC and developed its 
gold-mining industry. 

2. In 167 BC, it became part of the Roman Empire, and in 
42 BC, it was the location of a decisive battle which 
was fought between Anthony and Octavian on the one 
side, who also were the victors, and Brutus and Cassius 
on the other. 

3. After the war, many who had fought in the battle 
settled there, and the city became a Roman colony. 

4. Since it was a Roman colony, the people were very proud 
of their Roman citizenship and special privileges, and 
so they liked to regard themselves as being in, but not 
of, the province in which they lived (Wilson 11 ) .  

B. It Was in this Community that Paul Established the Church 
in Philippi on His Second Missionary Journey. 
1.  You will recall that Paul and Barnabas were originally 

sent out as missionaries of the church at Antioch. 
a. But when a disagreement arose about taking along with 

them John Mark because of his earlier defection from 
the work, Paul did not want to take him again. 

through Syria and Cilicia, while Barnabas took John 
Mark and sailed to Cyprus (Acts 15:36-41). 

b. The result was that Paul took Silas, and headed 

2. It was on this second missionary journey that Paul and 
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Silas founded the church at Philippi. 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

While in Troas, after they had-gone through Derbe and 
Lystra, where they picked up Timothy, they traveled 
through Phyrigia and Galatia and came to Troas. 
In Troas, Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia 
calling him to ”COME OVER TO MACEDONIA AND HELP US” 
(Acts 16 :9 ) .  
Paul and Silas went over, found some women gathered 
at a riverside on the Sabbath, preached the Gospel 
to them, and the Lord opened the heart of Lydia, as 
well as others, to respond. This was the beginning 
of the church in Philippi. 
It was also at Philippi that Paul cast the demon 
out of a certain slave-girl, was cast into prison 
along with Silas on account of it, and this issued 
in the salvation of the Philippian jailer. 
Upon their release from the jail, they went back to 
Lydia’s house where it is plain that a church had 
been established. ”AND THEY WENT OUT OF THE PRISON 
AND ENTERED THE HOUSE OF LYDIA, AND WHEN THEY SAW 
THE BRETHREN, THEY ENCOURAGED THEM AND DEPARTED” 
(Acts 16:40). 

3. And as we see in our present passage, by the time Paul 
wrote the letter to the Philippian church, it was fully 
organized with its officers. 
a. The date of the letter depends upon where Paul was 

imprisoned when he wrote it. In either case, it 
was probably written from about the late 50’s or 
early 60’s (Carson 322). 

b. And, by this time, the church had a fully organized 
Presbyterian system of government, with a 
multiplicity of elders (the overseers being the 
same office as an elder, only considered from a 
different perspective) and multiple deacons. 
ti) Of course, the elders were those who exercised 

the spiritual oversight of the church. 
tii) And the deacons were those officers that labored 

in the financial and mercy aspects of the church. 

c. So we’ve seen the author of the letter, and we’ve 
seen the congregation to which Paul was writing, 
lastly, let’s look briefly at Paul’s greeting. 

111. Paul Extends to Them His Customary Salutation in the Lord. 
A. He Desires that They Would Experience God’s Grace. 

1.  Grace is God’s undeserved and unmerited favor which is 
properly given only to His elect saints. 
a. The word saint means ”holy one.” One becomes a saint, 

not by accruing a sufficient amount of grace through 
the sacraments and works of cooperation, as the Roman 
Catholic Church believes, but by responding to the 
Gospel offer in faith and repentance. 

b. And it is not that every person in that church was 
the recipient of the grace of God and was in Christ 
Jesus, this is simply the judgment of charity. 
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Even the purest churches under heaven are a mixture 
of wheat and tares, probably without exception. 

2. Paul here desires that the grace of God would continue 
to be bountifully poured out upon them, to strengthen 
their faith and growth in Christ. 

B .  And He Further Desires that They Would Experience the Fruit 
of that Grace, Which is Peace. This is really a combined 
greeting in Greek ”grace,” and in Hebrew ”peace” or 
”shalom. ” 
1.  Those who have received the grace of God, have also 

received peace with God objectively. That is, the war 
with God ended when they came to Christ, and now they 
had peace with God. 

2. And those who are the friends of God, also experience 
peace within their hearts. That is, they experience 
the blessing of God in granting peace even in the midst 
of the worst trials. 

C. And Paul makes it abundantly clear that that grace and 
resulting peace can only come through the Father and His 
Son. 
1.  

2. And it was the work of the Redeemer, the Lord Jesus 

The Father elected in eternity whom He would have mercy 
and bestow His grace upon. 

Christ, the Father’s only-begotten Son, that merited 
that grace that it might be given to them. 

given, and that is why Paul writes ”TO ALL THE SAINTS 
IN CHRIST JESUS.” 
a. How does one who is a tare among the wheat become 

in fact wheat? It is only through the grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ as He is offered in the Gospel. 

b. If you are trusting in Christ this morning to save 
you, if you are truly serving Him as one who 
realizes that you do not belong to yourself but to 
Him who gave His life for you, if you are truly 
growing into the likeness of Christ and increasing 
in your obedience to Him, if the love of Christ is 
in your heart and is being expressed by your 
devotion to Christ and to His commands, then you 
have a sound foundation for your assurance of being 
in the grace of God. 

take a long look and see if you have really 
embraced Christ as He is offered in the Gospel. 
ti) Are you really wheat, or do you just resemble 

3. And it is only in Christ Jesus that this grace is 

c. But if your life lacks this evidence, you need to 

wheat outwardly like the tares? 

Christ, or is Christianity only a convenience 
and that which soothes your soul because you 
believe that by being at church you will 
escape the wrath of God? 

your life, or is He your life? Does your 

tii) Are you really growing in your devotion to 

tiii) Is Christ something that you have added to 
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heart beat for Him? Is pleasing Him your 
greatest concern in life? 

tiv) No one is saved by claiming to have believed 
on Christ. Only those who possess the life of 
Christ are now saved and will be saved. 

tv) Make sure that He is in you, that the grace of 
God is in your heart and increasing. 

said, ”MAKE YOUR CALLING AND ELECTION SURE.” 

prepare to come to the Lord’s Table this 
morning . 

tvi) Make sure that you are truly His. As Peter 

tvii) And this is particularly important as you 


