
“Three Prophecies” 
(Num. 24:17-19; Deu. 18:18-19; 32:21)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last time we were looking at the history of redemption, we saw how the Lord 

continued to advance this work through a miracle that lasted forty years.   

a.  We know the Lord provides for all His creatures every day:  we call this 

Providence.   

b.  We know there were times when He provided for His people through 

warning them in advance so they could store up food for themselves, such as 

on Noah’s ark and as with Joseph in Egypt.   

c.  And we know there were times when He supplied for His people in a 

supernatural way, such as when He provided for Elijah through the ravens or 

when He caused the flour and oil not to run out of the widow’s jars.   

d.  In this case, He provided for a group of over two million people in the 

wilderness for forty years.   

(i)  They didn’t sow or reap, but the Lord provided food and drink.   

(a)  He gave them bread from heaven:  manna.   

(b)  He gave them water from the rock.   

 

(ii)  They didn’t have to weave or spin or repair their clothes or shoes, 

because He preserved these things as well for forty years.   

 

2.  The Lord provides for His people, He provides for us:   

a.  Because He is good and does good for His whole creation.   

b.  And because we, as they, are a part of His plan.   

c.  Because of this, Jesus tells us, do not worry.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  He not only provided for their physical needs, He also ministered to their 

spiritual needs.   

a.  What they needed most was to know His Son that they might have life in His 

name.   

b.  And so the Lord was pleased further to reveal Him.   

 

2.  This morning, we’re going to consider three of these revelations:   

a.  That the Christ, who was yet far off, would be a King.   

b.  That He would be a Redeemer, Shepherd, Intercessor, and Prophet.   

c.  And that the Jews, who were the heirs of the blessings He would bring, 

would reject Him, resulting in His turning to the Gentiles.   
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II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, the Lord revealed that the Christ would be King through Balaam’s prophecy 

(Num. 24:17-19).   

1.  Balaam was a prophet who lived in Pethor, which was by the Euphrates River in 

Mesopotamia (Num. 22:5).   

a.  He lived in a land of idolatry, yet he had some knowledge of the true God.   

b.  Remember how the worship of the true God continued in Abraham’s more 

extended family, which the Lord allowed to dwindle and die off after He took 

Israel to be His peculiar people.   

c.  Balaam appears to have been one of these remnants.   

 

2.  Balaam had a reputation which Balak, the king of Moab, found desireable – the 

one he blessed was blessed, and the one he cursed was cursed (v. 6).   

a.  And so Balak hired him to curse Israel.   

(i)  Israel had just completed their forty years in the wilderness.   

(ii)  The Lord had brought them to the border of the Promised Land; they 

were camped in the plains of Moab opposite Jericho, just after they 

defeated the Amorites, and Balak was afraid.   

 

b.  Balak pleaded with Balaam three times to curse Israel, but three times he 

blessed them.   

(i)  Balak should have known that he would since Balaam had told Balak’s 

messengers in advance that he could only say what the Lord gave him.   

(ii)  Balak wanted Israel cursed, but the Lord intended to bless them.   

 

c.  Balaam ended by telling Balak something he didn’t want to hear – what Israel 

would do to his people in the future:   

(i)  “He took up his discourse and said, ‘The oracle of Balaam the son of 

Beor, and the oracle of the man whose eye is opened, the oracle of him 

who hears the words of God, and knows the knowledge of the Most High, 

who sees the vision of the Almighty, falling down, yet having his eyes 

uncovered.  I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near; a star shall 

come forth from Jacob, a scepter shall rise from Israel, and shall crush 

through the forehead of Moab, and tear down all the sons of Sheth.  Edom 

shall be a possession, Seir, its enemies, also will be a possession, while 

Israel performs valiantly.  One from Jacob shall have dominion, and will 

destroy the remnant from the city” (Num. 24:15-17).   

(ii)  This prophecy was preserved for God’s people that they might know that 

the Lord’s Messiah would be a great King:   

(a)  “I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near”:  His coming was 

still a ways off:  at this point in history, we’re still about 1400 years 

before the birth of Christ.   

(b)  “A star shall come forth from Jacob, a scepter shall rise from Israel”:  

this indicates that He would be a king.   

(1)  Jesus is called the morning star because of the brightness, the glory, 

of His rising.   
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(2)  And the scepter refers to His power to rule.   

 

(c)  This prophecy has first to do with David since he was the one who 

actually fought against and defeated Moab (2 Sam. 8:2).   

(d)  But it also points beyond David to David’s greatest Son, who would 

destroy the devil’s reign and possess the nations.   

(e)  This is a clearer revelation of Christ than any that had come before, 

especially with regard to his kingly office.   

 

B.  The second prophecy through Moses shows us that Christ would be a Redeemer, a 

Shepherd, an Intercessor, and Prophet.   

1.  The Lord gave another prophecy that was even clearer than the last, showing us 

especially that Christ would be a prophet.   

a.  “I will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I will 

put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command 

him.  It shall come about that whoever will not listen to My words which he 

shall speak in My name, I Myself will require it of him” (Deu. 18:18-19).   

b.  Here is a good illustration of how the Lord said He would speak to Moses – 

and apparently through him as well:  “He said, ‘Hear now My words:  If there 

is a prophet among you, I, the LORD, shall make Myself known to him in a 

vision.  I shall speak with him in a dream.  Not so, with My servant Moses, 

He is faithful in all My household; with him I speak mouth to mouth, even 

openly, and not in dark sayings, and he beholds the form of the LORD.  Why 

then were you not afraid to speak against My servant, against Moses?” (Num. 

12:6-8); not through dark sayings and visions, but face to face.   

(i)  The Lord first revealed His Son as the seed of the woman who would 

bruise the head of the serpent.   

(ii)  He then made a promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, that in their seed, 

all the nations of the earth would be blessed, a very general promise.   

(iii)  Jacob’s blessing on Judah (Gen. 49:10-12) is about as specific as 

Balaam’s prophecy:  “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the 

ruler’s staff from between his feet, until Shiloh comes, and to him shall be 

the obedience of the peoples.  He ties his foal to the vine, and his donkey's 

colt to the choice vine; He washes his garments in wine, and his robes in 

the blood of grapes.  His eyes are dull from wine, and his teeth white from 

milk.”   

(iv)  But this is much clearer.   

 

2.  What does it mean?   

a.  The Lord would raise up a prophet from among their countrymen:  He would 

be from the seed of Abraham.  

b.  He would be like Moses, in that He would be:   

(i)  A mediator who would stand between God and man to reconcile them.   

(ii)  The head of His people Israel.   

(iii)  The One who would redeem them from slavery to sin, as Moses was 

used by the Lord to deliver His people from the slavery of Egypt.   
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(iii)  The shepherd of Israel, as Moses who led them through the Red Sea and 

through the Wilderness.   

(iv)  The One appointed to intercede for them, as Moses often pled that God 

would be merciful to them.   

(v)  The prophet who would declare to them the will of God, as Moses had 

also taught them God’s will.   

(vi)  The king (Deu. 33:5) who would rule over them and judge them.   

(vii)  This is who Messiah would be:  a prophet like Moses.   

 

C.  Finally, we see the Jews would reject the Messiah and that the Lord would turn to 

the Gentiles.   

1.  Before Moses died, he wrote a prophetic song and taught it to the leaders of 

Israel to be a witness against them:   

a.  “Assemble to me all the elders of your tribes and your officers, that I may 

speak these words in their hearing and call the heavens and the earth to 

witness against them.  For I know that after my death you will act corruptly 

and turn from the way which I have commanded you; and evil will befall you 

in the latter days, for you will do that which is evil in the sight of the LORD, 

provoking Him to anger with the work of your hands” (Deu. 31:28-29).   

b.  After Moses recounted the many blessings the Lord had given them and 

would give them, he then showed them what they would do with these 

blessings:  “But Jeshurun grew fat and kicked – you are grown fat, thick, and 

sleek – then he forsook God who made him, and scorned the Rock of his 

salvation.  They made Him jealous with strange gods; with abominations they 

provoked Him to anger.  They sacrificed to demons who were not God, to 

gods whom they have not known, new gods who came lately, whom your 

fathers did not dread.  You neglected the Rock who begot you, and forgot the 

God who gave you birth.  The LORD saw this, and spurned them because of 

the provocation of His sons and daughters.  Then He said, ‘I will hide My 

face from them, I will see what their end shall be; for they are a perverse 

generation, sons in whom is no faithfulness.  They have made Me jealous 

with what is not God; they have provoked Me to anger with their idols.  So I 

will make them jealous with those who are not a people; I will provoke them 

to anger with a foolish nation” (Deu. 32:15-21).   

 

2.  The Lord would reject His people Israel and turn to the Gentiles.   

a.  They would provoke Him to jealousy through their idols, and so He would 

provoke them to jealousy by casting them off and taking those who were not 

a people to be His people.   

b.  Paul writes, “But I say, surely Israel did not know, did they?  First Moses 

says, ‘I will make you jealous by that which is not a nation, by a nation 

without understanding will I anger you.’  And Isaiah is very bold and says, ‘I 

was found by those who did not seek Me, I became manifest to those who did 

not ask for Me.’  But as for Israel He says, ‘All the day I have stretched out 

my hands to a disobedient and obstinate people’” (Rom. 10:19-20).   
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c.  The Lord would sent them His Son, but they would reject Him with the result 

that He would turn to the nations.   

 

III.  In closing, let’s consider three applications:   

A.  First, and very simply, we see again how the Lord gives a clearer revelation of His 

Son as the time approaches.   

1.  He wanted them to be ready for His Son’s arrival.   

2.  But He also wanted them to put their trust in Him before He came, that they 

might be saved, just as you are to put your trust in Him for your salvation nearly 

two thousand years after He came.   

3.  The Lord reveals these things to you for your salvation.   

 

B.  Second, since you have seen the fulfillment of these prophecies, you know:   

1.  That He is the Great Prophet of God:  Have you listened to Him and are you 

doing all that He tells you to do that you might be safe?   

2.  That Christ is the only Redeemer God has sent:  Have you trusted in His perfect 

life and atoning death to save you?  Have you turned from your sins into the 

path of obedience?   

3.  That He is the only Mediator between God and man:  Have you come to Christ 

to be reconciled to God?  He is the only way.   

4.  That He is the Great King over all the earth:  Have you submitted to His rule 

and are you willing to obey Him no matter what the cost?   

5.  That He is your Shepherd:  Are you following Him as He leads you through the 

wilderness of this world by His Word and Spirit?   

6.  That He is your intercessor:  Are you trusting in His prayers to keep you in the 

grace of God?   

7.  I hope your answer to each of these questions is yes.  If not, turn from your sins 

and trust and obey Him now.   

 

C.  Finally, listen to the warning the Lord gave to those who were well cared for and 

grew fat under the Lord’s blessings and turned away from God.   

1.  Make sure that you don’t become careless and take His blessings for granted, 

otherwise He may turn from you.  Peter, quoting Moses, said, “Moses said, ‘The 

Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brethren; to Him 

you shall give heed to everything He says to you. And it will be that every soul 

that does not heed that prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among the 

people’” (Acts 3:22-23).   

2.  Israel had many spiritual privileges, but most of them were lost.   

a.  Make sure this doesn’t happen to you.   

b.  Trust in Jesus, and it won’t.   

c.  Especially examine your hearts now in these areas as we prepare to come to 

the Table.  Amen.   


