
“Three Blessings of Justification” 
(Romans 5:1-5) 

 
 

I don’t need to tell you that many of us here have been going through some very 
substantial trials lately – the Hoeksemas with Colleen’s sickness and her going to be with 
the Lord, Lynn with her mother’s advanced lymphoma, Lenore with her recurrence of 
breast cancer, Jerry with his lymphoma, Heather with her eye problems, Wayne first with 
the possibility of his having MS and now with the possibility of his having glaucoma, 
Nathan with his trying to find employment, and the list goes on.  Along with these trials, 
there have also been varying degrees of tribulation, or suffering, that have come along with 
them.  At times like these, it’s good to remind ourselves that trials and tribulations have a 
good purpose in the Christian’s life, that God sanctifies every one of them for our growth 
in grace.  We don’t often think about how the Lord uses them, probably because we don’t 
like to think about them.  But we need to.  This is one of the subjects that Paul takes up in 
our passage this evening, along with two other wonderful themes, all of which are 
connected with our justification in Christ.   

Now up to this point in the book of Romans, Paul has explained the fact that we 
have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, that because of this when we come 
into the world, we don’t even seek after God and are completely unable to please Him.  
The reason he has said this, of course, was to show us that the only way we can be saved is 
by the grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ.  We can’t work our way to heaven.  That 
would be impossible even if we came into the world with a clean slate.  But Christ will 
give us heaven, if we will only trust in Him.  Paul points out that this is the way Abraham 
was saved.  He wasn’t justified through his good works.  God didn’t grant him the 
blessings of heaven because he was circumcised or because of any other “good” work he 
had done.  He was justified only because he trusted in the Messiah.  But now at this point 
in the book of Romans, having explained how a person is justified, Paul goes on to show 
us some of the benefits of justification.  He gives us at least three here:  1) First, we have 
peace with God, 2) second, we can rejoice in the hope that one day we will share in the 
glories of heaven, and 3) third, we can also rejoice in our tribulations.  It’s these three 
blessings which we gain through Christ that I want us to consider briefly this evening, 
especially the last one, which shows us something of how the Lord uses the trials and 
tribulations He brings into our lives to make us grow even more into the image of Christ.   

First of all, let’s consider that justification gives us peace with God.  Before we 
came to Christ, before His Spirit quickened us to life so that we would even want to come 
to Him, all we did was sin.  Sin, remember, is lawlessness.  It is the breaking of God’s 
commandments.  It is rebellion against His holy will.  It is rebellion against Him.  All we 
did was fight against God.  We were at war with Him, and He was at war with us.  Paul 
tells us what we were like when we were in the flesh, before God sent His Spirit to renew 
our hearts.  He writes in Romans 8:7-8, “The mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; 
for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so; and those 
who are in the flesh cannot please God.”  In this condition, far from loving God, we hated 
Him, and He hated us.  We weren’t His friends, but His enemies.  Yes, it’s true that God 
still poured out His kindness and benevolence upon us every single day, as He does with 
all of His creatures.  But it’s also true that this was merely a demonstration of the kind of 
love that God shows His enemies, and the kind that we are supposed to show ours.  But it 
doesn’t change the fact that God was at war with us.  We were wicked, and David writes, 
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“God is angry with the wicked every day” (Ps. 7:11 KJV).  In His anger, God was pouring 
out His wrath on us, as Paul writes, “For the wrath of God is [constantly being] revealed 
from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in 
unrighteousness” (Rom. 1:18).   

But when the Spirit of God made us alive, when He united us with Christ and this 
change was seen when we trusted in Christ, when our sins were taken away and Christ’s 
righteousness clothed our imperfections, when the Spirit of God freed us from the reigning 
power of sin, then we stopped being God’s enemies, and He ours, and we were reconciled.  
We had peace with God.  The war was over.  God not only entered into a loving 
relationship with us, He even made us His sons and daughters by adoption.  Now we can 
call Him our Father.  And remember, this didn’t have anything to do with what we did.  It 
didn’t come through any works of ours.  It came only through God’s grace.  Jesus did it all.  
He obeyed for us.  He died for us.  And He even sent His Spirit to make us able and willing 
to believe in Him, so that we could receive what He did.  First to last it was all of grace.  
Paul writes, “Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into 
this grace in which we stand” (vv. 1-2).  As the hymn says, “Jesus did it all, all to Him I 
owe.”   

But this is only the first blessing, the one that opens the door to the others.  Not 
only do we have peace with God, but we can also rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.  
The glory Paul speaks of here is not the glory that God has as God, because that belongs to 
Him alone.  Nor is it the glory which Christ earned through His work, because that belongs 
to Him alone.  But it is the glory that God gives to His saints in heaven.  One day the Lord 
is going to raise and glorify our bodies, as we saw last Lord’s Day evening.  He is going to 
change them and bestow on them a measure of splendor or beauty.  Paul wrote to the saints 
at Philippi, “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity 
with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all 
things to Himself” (Phil. 3:20-21).  Our bodies will be glorified, and this glory will be 
revealed visibly through some kind of brilliant light that our bodies will give off.  The 
angel Gabriel, in the book of Daniel, said that at the resurrection, “Many of those who 
sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to 
disgrace and everlasting contempt.  And those who have insight will shine brightly like the 
brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many to righteousness, like 
the stars forever and ever” (Dan. 12:2-3).  That will be a glorious time for the church of 
Jesus Christ.  But I don’t believe that the glories of heaven are only given at the 
resurrection.  The saints receive something of them at death.  When they die, they go to be 
with the Lord, where they are instantly made perfect and freed from all sin.  Then they 
enter into the presence of the Lord, there to behold His face and His glory, having been 
made perfectly into the image of Christ.  And throughout the ages, their happiness and 
eternal glory will continue to increase as they learn more and more about the wonders of 
God and of His infinite love for them.  These are the blessings of the glory of God that we 
have to look forward to, the latter of which our sister Colleen already has, if we will hold 
fast to Christ, and love and obey Him to the end.   

But I told you at the beginning, there is a third blessing.  Not only is there peace 
with God now, not only is there the rejoicing that we can experience now because of the 
wonderful hope of the glory of God, but there is also the rejoicing we can experience now 
in our tribulations, knowing that God is using them to increase our hope of heaven all the 
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more.  Remember that a tribulation is a time of suffering, brought about by some hard 
circumstances, such as famine – like the famine the patriarchs experienced in Canaan 
which brought them down to Egypt (Acts 7:11) – or persecution – such as that the disciples 
experienced at the hands of Saul or that which the Spirit said awaited Paul in every city 
(Acts 11:19; 20:23) – or poverty – such as that which orphans and widows experience 
(James 1:27) – or sickness, or any number of things.  Jesus told us that tribulations would 
be a part of our lives as His disciples (John 16:33).  But far from allowing these things to 
take away our hope (Rom. 8:35), He uses them to bring us more hope.  How does He do it?   

First, Paul tells us that God uses tribulation to bring about perseverance.  
Perseverance is something that develops in us when we are under some kind of constant 
pressure.  It has been said that the roots of a tree grow deepest where the wind blows the 
strongest.  The wind that God blows on us to make our roots grow deeper in Him is the 
wind of tribulation.  It’s also what He uses to test us to see what we are really made of.  It 
will either cause us to fall or strengthen us, depending on whether or not we are really 
Christ’s.  It proves our character.  Tribulations cause those who really aren’t Christians to 
wither and fall away, like the stony ground hearers.  Jesus said, “And the one on whom 
seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word, and immediately 
receives it with joy; yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and when 
affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls away” (Matt. 
13:20-21).  But they cause those who are true Christians to become stronger, as they see 
the power of Christ in their lives holding them up.  Jesus said to His disciples, “These 
things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you have 
tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).  If we hold fast to 
Christ under suffering and do not abandon Him, it shows that we really are Christians.  It 
proves our character.   

And, of course, once our character has been tried and proven to be genuine, it 
increases our hope – the hope that we shall inherit the glory of the kingdom of God that we 
saw before.  Far from weakening us or disappointing us, tribulation can actually strengthen 
our assurance and our hope of heaven.  It can actually strengthen our confidence that the 
love of God really has been poured out within our hearts by the Holy Spirit, because apart 
from His work, we would never have been able to persevere through these trials.  Just look 
back on you past experiences with suffering.  Haven’t they been used by the Lord to 
strengthen you?  Now I’m not asking you whether or not they have been enjoyable, or 
whether there were times when you felt weak and ready to fall away.  When the Lord 
brings testing, He tests right down to the bottom of our hearts.  If He didn’t, we really 
wouldn’t know what we were like.  If He didn’t take the trial or tribulation to the limits of 
our strength, we would never learn to rely on Him or grow in our trust in Him.  
Tribulations aren’t enjoyable, but they do result in a closer walk with God.  Paul writes in 
2 Corinthians 4:17-18, “For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal 
weight of glory far beyond all comparison, while we look not at the things which are seen, 
but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the 
things which are not seen are eternal.”   

Let’s learn then to see the gracious hand of our Lord behind our trials and 
tribulations and realize that He has a good purpose in them.  He is using them to cause us 
to grow in grace.  And let’s be thankful for what He is going to produce in us through 
them, because in the end our assurance of heaven will be strengthened as we see Him at 
work in our lives.  Amen.   


