
“Those Who Know You Will Trust You” 
(Psalm 9) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  In an atmosphere of safety, it’s hard to realize the danger there is in the world.   
a.  We feel safe - we live in relative peace and safety.   
b.  But it isn’t so everywhere.   
c.  Nor was it always like this:   

(i)  Our nation’s history is that of war:  French-Indian, Revolutionary, Civil, Spanish-
American, WWI, WWII, Korean, Vietnam, Gulf War.   

(ii)  Even now we’re at war with terrorists.   
 

d.  We also often forget the war behind all these wars:   
(i)  The war between the two kingdoms:  light and darkness.   
(ii)  Satan wants to destroy men.   
(iii)  While the Lord desires to save them.   
 

e.  But all this adds up to danger; it certainly can lead to fear.   
 
2.  Where do we turn for our hope/confidence?  We must turn to God; trust in Him.   

a.  We must learn about Him in His Word.   
(i)  It tells us about what He is like.   
(ii)  It can create trust in God.   
(iii)  It shows us He is faithful – worthy to be trusted.   
 

b.  His Word contains a history of His faithfulness to His people:   
(i)  Redemption at the Fall.   
(ii)  Salvation in Noah’s day.   
(iii)  Abraham kept safe from surrounding nations.   
(iv)  David’s many deliverances.   
(v)  Preservation of Israel.   
(vi)  Preservation of His NT church.   
(vii)  These are examples of His faithfulness.   
(viii)  They encourage us to believe He will also deliver us.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  The psalms deal with this.   
a.  Today the fear of nuclear holocaust stops a great deal of war.   
b.  Then, it wasn’t so.   

(i)  The nations struggled for domination.   
(ii)  Israel was often threatened.   
(iii)  David, as king, was threatened, and often wrote about it.   
(iv)  He expressed his trust in God to encourage himself and God’s people that they 

wouldn’t be overcome.   
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c.  The same is true for us:  no matter the dangers we must face – physical or ultimately 

spiritual – we won’t be overcome by them.   
 
2.  The key to this confidence is found in verse 10:  “And those who know Your name will 

put their trust in You, for You, O Lord, have not forsaken those who seek You.”   
a.  Those who know God, trust Him.   
b.  The reason is that He has never forsaken any who seek Him.   

(i)  The history of the church stands as a testimony.   
(ii)  It stands today because of His faithfulness.   
(iii)  It will continue to stand, and so will we, because He is trustworthy.   
 

3.  This morning, I want us to see that we can trust that the Lord will be faithful to His 
promise to protect His people and deal righteously with the wicked.   
a.  First, I want us to see the reasons David gives for this confidence.   
b.  Second, I want us to consider how to gain this confidence for ourselves.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what are the reasons/arguments on which David bases his confidence in God?   
1.  First, He says God doesn’t just warn; He acts (vv. 3-6, 15-17).   

a.  God turns the enemy back – “When my enemies turn back, they stumble and perish 
before You – they can’t hold their ground; He makes them retreat (v. 3).   

b.  He makes them stumble – can’t defend themselves as they intend.   
c.  He cause them to perish – they can’t maintain their lives.   
d.  This is His righteous judgment:  “For You have maintained my just cause; You have 

sat on the throne judging righteously” (v. 4) 
(i)  Against their sin.   
(ii)  For the rights of the innocent.   
 

e.  He reproves the nations:  “You have rebuked the nations, You have destroyed the 
wicked; You have blotted out their name forever and ever” (v. 5).   
(i)  Not verbally – although sometimes He did through the prophets.   
(ii)  But through actions against them.   
(iii)  He destroys the wicked.   
(iv)  He dusts off the spot where they stood – blotting out their name – they can’t 

leave a legacy.   
 

f.  He further wipes them away by perpetuating their destruction:  “The enemy has come 
to an end in perpetual ruins, and You have uprooted the cities; the very memory of 
them has perished” (v. 6).   
(i)  The cities are forever raised – e.g., Babylon, Tyre.   
(ii)  Some so thoroughly, they are not even remembered (v. 6).   
 

g.  His means often include just retribution:   
(i)  In justice, the Lord required that whatever one intended to do for harm, would be 

done to them:  an eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth (Matt. 5:38).   
(ii)  They made a pit for the innocent, they have fallen into it.   
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(iii)  They set a net, but they were snared by it (v. 15).   
(iv)  The Lord often causes the wicked to fall into their own devices (v. 16).   
(v)  Hitler tried to kill off all the Jews and take over Europe.  In the end, he ended his 

own life and Germany fell.  
 

h.  The Lord often does this in a way that He can be seen:  “The Lord has made Himself 
known; He has executed judgment” (v. 16).   
(i)  The wicked will always deny His hand.   
(ii)  But the righteous see His work and acknowledge it.   
 

i.  This is what He will do to all the wicked:  “The wicked will return to Sheol, even all 
the nations who forget God” (v. 17).   
(i)  The wicked will go to the grave and to hell:  even on a national level.   
(ii)  The Lord allowed the Germans and Japanese to believe they were superior and 

should destroy the inferior.   
(iii)  But He did so to judge them for ignoring His truth – forgetting Him.   
 

j.  The first reason David trusted the Lord is that He doesn’t just talk, He acts.   
 
2.  Second, because God is eternal and immutable, as well as just, He will always maintain 

justice (vv. 7-9).   
a.  “But the Lord abides forever”:  He is eternal (v. 7).   
b.  It doesn’t say so here, but He also never changes.   
c.  “He has established His throne for judgment”:  God’s rule is based on justice (v. 7).   
d.  “And He will judge the world in righteousness”:  not only in David’s day, but 

throughout history to the end (v. 8).   
e.  “He will execute judgment for the peoples with equity”:  He will administer justice – 

and do it with equity – quid pro quo (v. 8).   
f.  Because He does forever, He will always be a refuge for the innocent:  “The Lord 

also will be a stronghold for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble; (v. 9).   
g.  God never changes:  He always live to administer justice in His world.   

 
3.  Even when it appears as though the wicked are getting away with sin, they aren’t (vv. 

12, 18).   
a.  “For He who requires blood remembers them; He does not forget the cry of the 

afflicted” (v. 12).   
b.  God will punish the wicked and relieve those oppressed:  “For the needy will not 

always be forgotten, nor the hope of the afflicted perish forever” (v. 18).   
c.  David’s confidence is based on God’s works, the fact He doesn’t change, and that He 

is faithful to judge.   
  

B.  Second, how can we gain this confidence in God for ourselves?   
1.  David says, “And those who know Your name will put their trust in You” (v. 10).  We 

must know Him to trust Him.   
a.  We must know who He is.   

(i)  We must know what we’ve already seen.   
(a)  God is a righteous judge who acts.   



4 

(b)  God never changes and lives forever, so He can and will act.   
(c)  Even though it seems as though He’s hidden His face, He will minister 

justice.   
 
(ii)  We must believe this is true.   

(a)  The God of the OT is the God of the New.   
(b)  He has not and never will change.   

 
b.  But there is more:  we must know Him through Jesus Christ.   

(i)  The devils know about Him, don’t know Him.   
(ii)  We must know Him personally, lovingly, affectionately.   
(iii)  We must trust Him from our hearts – trust in His Son.   

 
2.  Trusting Him, we must cry out to Him for help (vv. 13-14, 19-20).   

a.  We must pray that the Lord would see the injustices and take them into account , “Be 
gracious to me, O Lord; see my affliction from those who hate me” (v. 13).   

b.  We must trust in His ability to do so, “You who lift me up from the gates of death, 
that I may tell of all Your praises, that in the gates of the daughter of Zion I may 
rejoice in Your salvation” (v. 14).   

c.  And we must pray that the Lord would rise up and take action, “Arise, O Lord, do 
not let man prevail; let the nations be judged before You.  Put them in fear, O Lord; 
let the nations know that they are but men” (vv. 19-20).   

 
3.  And having cried out to Him, we must purpose to praise Him (vv. 1-2, 11).   

a.  The fact that David trusted the Lord would do this was his reason for praise, “I will 
give thanks to the Lord with all my heart; I will tell of all Your wonders.  I will be 
glad and exult in You; I will sing praise to Your name, O Most High” (vv. 1-2).   

b.  But we must also call on God’s people to witness and praise, “Sing praises to the 
Lord, who dwells in Zion; declare among the peoples His deeds” (v. 11).   

 
4.  Putting this all together:   

a.  When we are in danger from physical/spiritual attacks, we must remember:   
(i)  God is a God who acts.   
(ii)  And He never changes.   
(iii)  Even though it may appear as though He isn’t or won’t, He will.   
 

b.  Knowing this, we must:   
(i)  Pray that God would see.   
(ii)  Pray that He would act.   
(iii)  Trust that He will.   
(iv)  We must also be ready to praise Him and to call on other saints to do so.   
(v)  Those who know God, trust Him.  Amen.   


