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 Reference: 2 KINGS 6:24-7:20 
 

 Church: GRACE Date: 3/18/2001 

This is a Day of Good News! 
 
Purpose: To awaken the church to the spiritual need of the lost and to stir them 
up to preach the Gospel more courageously 

1. Introduction 
Live in days when news travels fast 
Camera crews get places and journalists report 
Can see things that were unknown before 
Recent famines in various places – Ethiopia, Eritrea 
Awful suffering - graphically presented in our news 
Shocking to see such things 
When we become aware, see the misery, we want to help 
Graver SPIRITUAL need around if we could see. 
Horrific scenes around us if we have eyes -  God’s view 
We can be ignorant here too 
We can be impassive - as if it doesn't exist 
Sunday School on evangelism 
Last Sunday morning – open mouth in parables – whole OT 
This morning – preciousness of Kingdom vs. world 
This passage  in 2 Kings draws threads together   
Historically, Arameans have just tried to take Elisha’s life   
Were handed over by God to the king of Israel 
Stopped raiding for a time but now they return 
Samaria is surrounded and besieged – cut off from all aid 
Siege of Samaria shows spiritual state of world 
Will take a walk through the city and see its misery 
Lepers reaction instructive to us as believers 

2. God Wants You To See The World's Spiritual 
Plight 

2.1. Like Samaria, the World Has Desperate 
Problems 

God rejected in favour of self, idols  
? ? Provision, protection, love, Word 
Resulted in God's judgment on their sin - 6:33 
Prisoners of God's enemies 6:24 - cut off 
Desperately needy – famine - 6:25 
The flesh in control - 6:28-29 
? ? It's desires & appetites paramount 
? ? Priorities all wrong; Self comes first 
? ? Children killed to improve lot of parents 

Unbelief and scoffing 7:2  “God can’t help us!” 
? ? Just a load of fables 

Helplessness and hopelessness 6:27, 7:13 
? ? Tried everything but nothing works 
? ? Needs not met, no satisfaction 
? ? So many go to “shrinks” 
? ? So many turn to drugs and to drink 
? ? So many take their lives – why? 

Danger of full and final destruction 
? ? The end could come at any time  
? ? Living a form of death now – final destruction close 
? ? Hell a heartbeat away 

2.2. Like Samaria, the world has inadequate 
solutions 

Go anywhere but to God in repentance 
Can be almost certain this was Elisha’s message 

2.2.1. Eating unclean food 
Donkeys’ heads, doves’ dung 
God’s view of all the world’s trinkets? 
Children 6:28-29 
How depraved!  How shocking! 
Are we so different today? 
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Are we above sacrificing children to suit our own 
convenience or need? 

2.2.2. Works 
Sackcloth but no repentance 6:30 
Perhaps Elisha had said repent and the Lord will deliver 
King "doing his bit" when will God? 6:33 
Not true repentance 
So in the world people "do their bit for God" 

2.2.3. Blaming God and His servant  
King turns on God and Elisha 6:31-33 
Typical today - how can God allow this? 
Isn’t he supposed to be a God of love? 

2.3. Is this how you see people in the world? 
Translate this pitiful picture into a spiritual one 
Can you see it? 
Members of your family, friends, colleagues? 
Can you see them all, fighting over the dove’s dung of this 
world? 
Isn’t that what Paul thought of it? 

Philippians 3:7-8 But whatever things were gain to me, those things I 
have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  8 More than that, I count all 
things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus 
my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them 
but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 

3. God Wants You To Meet The World's Spiritual 
Need 

Spend time with lepers 

3.1. You Have The Real Solution To Proclaim! 
Decide to risk the sword to feed their bodies 
Discovered that God had intervened 7:5-6 
ALL NEEDS MET: 
? ? Had routed His enemies 
? ? Had left provision for the people 

Plenty to truly satisfy their desires 7:8 
Great wealth, Great rejoicing 
What a gospel we have! 
God has intervened in the world’s situation too! 
Christ has crushed Satan’s Head 
He has see the prisoners free! 
There is a way of escape from God’s judgment for sin 
To become heirs of the glorious kingdom (this morning) 

3.2. God has chosen weak vessels like us to be 
His witnesses! 

A band of lepers will proclaim the glad tidings 
Not King’s nobles or those of note 
But the weak and shameful things of the world 
Ring any bells? 

1 Corinthians 1:26-29 For consider your calling, brethren, that there 
were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many 
noble; 27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame 
the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame 
the things which are strong, 28 and the base things of the world and the 
despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that  He may nullify 
the things that are, 29 so that no man may boast before God. 

We, who are lepers in God’s sight 
Carry this great Gospel to a fallen world! 

3.3. You May Have Inertia Or Selfishness 
Yet the lepers don’t report immediately 
begin to hoard up treasures 7:8 
contented - so easy – lifetime’s supply! 
complacent - we have all we need 
Comfortable – gorging on good things 
Anyone here like the lepers?  
Feasting on good things while the world eats dung? 

City still in need - no Good News - siege on 
Perhaps, like us, they made excuses: 
? ? Situation's not that bad - I don't want to rock the boat 
? ? My contacts in the world are decent enough people 
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? ? I’ll get around to it later 
? ? Someone else can do it  
? ? If God wants them to know, they’ll find out 
? ? I can’t speak clearly enough 
? ? I'm not good enough 
? ? I'm too old/young/busy/tired 
When did you last witness to someone? 
bring (or try) someone to a gospel service? 
come to the prayer meeting to plead for the lost? 
No excuses: cut through all the dross; Q. simple 
People are dying in sin; we have the only solution. 
I'm like lepers were, what can I do? 

3.4. Repent!  - You Are Not Doing Right 

3.4.1. Change of mind “This is a day of good 
news” 7:9 

Lepers’ conscience  aroused – is ours? 
Compassion for those in the city – do we? 
Guilt - judgment coming 7:9 – parables of talents & minas 
Privilege at being chosen messengers – feel it? 
Compassion?  (Christ’s example) 
Believers also have the Lord's command 

3.4.2. Manifested in the life  
Immediate - wouldn't wait for morning 7:9 
Dramatic action - got king out of bed! 7:12 
Did the situation really call for this? 
Are we urgent and insistent in our witnessing? 

4. Conclusions 

4.1. If You Are Not A Believer, This Is Your 
Need 

This is how God sees you 
Can you see it?  Can you feel it? 

The world can never satisfy your soul – YP!! 
Note the king’s right-hand man 
“This can’t happen!”  Would not believe 7:2 
Look at his fate 7:17 
Saw the blessing from a distance 
Never partook of it.  Is that what you want? 
Like rich man and Lazarus 
Sees Lazarus comforted while he is in agony 
The way of escape is opened 
All who will come may come 
Come to Christ now 
Leave your sins, rest wholly upon Him 
Why eat doves’ dung in the world when you can know the 
wonderful bread of heaven? 
Discover the Good News personally tonight! 

4.2. Believer 
Do you believe this is condition of the world? 
Do you believe gospel you possess is only answer? 
What are you doing to win the lost? 

Oh, if you have the hearts of Christians or of men in you, let them yearn 
towards your poor ignorant, ungodly neighbors.  
Alas, there is but a step between them and death and hell; many 
hundred diseases are waiting ready to seize on them, and if they die 
unregenerate, they are lost for ever. Have you hearts of rock,  that 
cannot pity men in such a case as this? If you believe not the Word of 
God, and the danger of sinners, why are you Christians yourselves? If 
you do believe it, why do you not bestir yourself to the helping of others? 
Do you not care who is damned, so you be saved? If so, you have 
sufficient cause to pity yourselves, for it is a frame of spirit utterly 
inconsistent with grace. . . . Dost thou live close by them, or meet them 
in the streets, or labor with them, or travel with them, or sit and talk with 
them, and say nothing to them of their souls, or the life to come? If their 
houses were on fire, thou wouldst run and help them; and wilt thou not 
help them when their souls are almost at the fire of hell? 

A disaster you are fully resourced to deal with 
You can be instrument God uses to save souls 
Day of Good News - don't keep it to yourself! 


