
 

“They Desired a Better Country” 
(Hebrews 11:13-16) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Those who are born again from above do not have their hearts in this 
world, but in heaven.  The things of the world are not attractive to them.  But the things 
of heaven are.  For this reason, Christians do not make their permanent home here, they 
don’t put their roots down here, but live like pilgrims, who are only passing through.  
This world is like a wilderness to them, a wilderness of sin.  It is something which must 
be endured until they can reach their final destination, which is the eternal city of God.  
The Lord, who called them, has prepared a home for them, and they long for it, always 
watching and waiting for the time when the Lord will come for them and take them to 
their eternal inheritance.   
  Abraham was such a man.  He was one who looked for that eternal city.  Last 
week, we saw how the Lord called him out of Ur of the Chaldees, that center of 
idolatrous worship, in order to show him a land that He would give to him and to his 
children.  But we also saw that even after he entered the land, he did not consider himself 
to be home yet, because he went out looking beyond the land to the city which God 
prepared for those who love Him.  The same was true of Isaac and of Jacob.  This city is 
not a city which can be seen with the eyes.  It can be found on no map.  Rather, it is an 
object of faith.  God has told us that it exists.  He has promised to give it to those who 
love Him.  Therefore, those who believe His Word look for it.  The author to the Hebrews 
says that they can actually see it, for faith is able to make visible the things which are 
invisible.   
  This evening, I would like for us to consider whether or not we share in the same 
vision as they.  I would like for us to consider whether we, like them, have left our 
citizenship in the world, in order to seek after that eternal city.   
 
I.  First, the author to the Hebrews says that those who have the kind of faith which 

he speaks of, the kind that is necessary to please God, see the promises, desire the 
promises, and then live accordingly, even if they don’e receive them here.    
A.  Now again, what were the promises that they were looking toward?   

1.  Abel, when he offered to God the sacrifice that He required, was looking unto 
the Lord’s Messiah.   
a.  He certainly must have understood what his parents had done:  that they had 

lost paradise and fellowship with God, because they had sinned against Him.   
b.  And he most certainly understood what it was, at least in some measure, what 

God was going to do to rectify the situation:  He was going to send the 
Messiah to save them.   

c.  How did he know this?  The Lord has promised it in His curse upon the 
serpent, that one day the seed of the woman would crush the head of this 
usurper, the devil, and set those who were captive to him free.  He knew that 
the Lord had given them a picture of the Messiah in His sacrificing of the 
animals, whose skins He used to cover the nakedness of Adam and Eve.  He 
also knew that the Lord had instituted sacrifice as a continual reminder of that 
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Messiah and what it was that He was going to do when He came on that day 
to save His people.   

d.  Abel knew that He was the way back to God, the way to have fellowship 
with God in His presence forever.  Remember that Adam and Eve would 
have forever remained in paradise and would never had died, if they had 
passed their test and gained the right to eat of the tree of life.  Abel couldn’t 
have understood all of what that meant, at least in the way that we do, since 
we have the revelation of the New Testament Scriptures, but he did 
understand it.   

 
2.  Enoch, when he turned from his sin to walk with the Lord, also understood 

something of this way of salvation.   
a.  Enock walked in the ways of the Lord.   
b.  The Lord even gave to him to see a revelation of the coming Messiah, not in 

the humility of His first coming, but in all His glory at the second coming.   
c.  And Enoch believed in Him.  The testimony that was left concerning him was 

that he was pleasing to God, and without faith, this is impossible to do.   
d.  The Lord even took him straight up into heaven, that he might not see death, 

as a testimony to us that those who walk according to that same faith will 
inherit from the Lord the same reward, eternity with God.   

 
3.  Noah too understood the promises.   

a.  He believed the testimony, no doubt, of those who came before him.  He also 
believed in the Messiah who was to come and reconcile him with His God.   

b.  And so Noah framed his life on spiritual principles, not on those of the world.  
The sons of God, the godly line, was corrupting themselves with the 
daughters of the man, the ungodly line.  There were great warriors being born 
to them, men of renown.   

c.  But Noah did not choose these ways.  He remained faithful to the Lord, 
though the whole earth went the way of the devil.  Noah was seen by God to 
be the only righteous man living in his time.   

d.  And so the Lord made of Noah and his ark a great picture of the Messiah, of 
the One who would come and would be an ark of shelter against the wrath of 
God which would one day be poured out over the whole earth to destroy 
wicked man forever.   

 
4.  And, of course, we have seen the faith of Abraham, who when he was called left 

his country, his relatives and his father’s house, and went out, not knowing 
where he was going, in order to see the land which the Lord was giving to him.   
a.  But even this was not his final destination.  He had no desire to dwell on 

earth forever, outside of the Lord’s glorious presence.   
b.  He was looking for the city which has eternal foundations, whose builder and 

maker is God (v. 10).   
c.  Undoubtedly, Abraham knew how it was that he would obtain this city.  He 

had the true religion of his ancestors.  The true church at that time existed in 
families and was kept alive through worship in those small churches.   
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d.  And how important it is that we carry on this same practice of making our 
homes to be little churches.  How important it is that we keep the true 
religion alive in our homes, so that even if it did die in the more public 
church of which we are a part, we would not have to die with it.   

e.  These were the promises:  the promises of the Messiah and of life in His 
name.  These were the things which each of them looked to.   

 
B.  But notice, “All these died in faith, without receiving the promises.”   

1.  Not one of them, while they were still living on the earth, received what the 
Lord had promised.   
a.  This did not mean that they would not receive them.  It was just that they 

were yet far away in the future.   


