
“They Brought Them to Jesus” 

(Mark 6:53-56) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we considered Jesus’ ministry from the aspect of the impact He 

intended it to have in your life.   

a.  He did many things – things that proved He was God, that showed all He said 

was true.   

b.  And they were written down so that you might believe, and that believing 

you might have eternal life – what was true of John’s Gospel is also true of 

the rest (John 20:31).  

 

2.  The fact the disciples actually saw these things and yet didn’t believe should 

stand as a warning not to let the same thing happen to you.   

3.  To the degree that it does, to that degree you won’t be able to do what this text 

exhorts you to this morning.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  In our passage, we see Jesus and the disciples reach the destination they were 

aiming for when they launched out in the boat:  the land of Gennesaret.   

a.  Jesus had been here before – when the people saw Him, they recognized 

Him.   

b.  Knowing what He was able to do, they began to scour the land looking for 

those who needed healing and they brought them to Jesus.   

c.  Wherever Jesus went, those who knew what He was capable of laid the sick 

in public places so that they might just touch the edge of His garment.   

d.  And as many as reached out in faith and touched Him were healed.   

 

2.  This morning, let’s consider two things:   

a.  That you should seek to bring everyone you know to Jesus.   

b.  But you should also be ready to deal with the fact that most won’t want to 

come.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider that you should seek to bring everyone you know to Jesus.   

1.  Those who knew what Jesus was capable of were bringing their families, friends 

and neighbors to Him, everyone they knew needed Him, because they knew He 

could help them.   

a.  Note that these were, for the most part, unconverted people – but they 

weren’t entirely void of love.   

(i)  There is such a thing as natural love – a love that cares for others, that has 

compassion on others.   
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(ii)  When Jesus was asked, “Who is my neighbor?” He even pointed to one 

such act of such love as an example to follow – that of the Good 

Samaritan – and said, “Go and do likewise.”   

(iii)  The unconverted can love, they can show mercy.   

 

b.  The only thing the unconverted can’t do that you can as a believer is to do 

what you do out of love for Him, out of love for your  neighbor for the Lord’s 

sake, or out of a desire to honor the Lord.   

(i)  They can love others – their spouse, their children, their friends – even lay 

down their lives for them.   

(ii)  Here were those who cared enough about those around them in need to 

bring them to Jesus.   

(a)  It’s true that some might have brought them for the novelty or thrill of 

watching Jesus heal them.   

(b)  But there were certainly those who brought others because they 

wanted them to be healed.   

(c)  Today, it would be like taking someone to a doctor or to the hospital – 

only in their case, they were healed immediately from things no one 

else had the power to help them with.   

 

2.  You would do the same, wouldn’t you?   

a.  If someone you cared about was sick, you would take them to the doctor or to 

the hospital.   

b.  If Jesus was in town you would take them to Him to be healed of their illness.   

c.  How much more then should you be willing to bring to be healed of their 

spiritual disease?   

(i)  The needy are all around you.   

(a)  It’s true we have plenty of churches – there’s no lack of religion in 

Modesto.   

(b)  But there is a lack of conversion and true spirituality – most of the 

people in Modesto are lost.   

(c)  Their needs are great – just because you don’t see a pit opening under 

their feet to swallow them up doesn’t mean they’re not in danger.   

 

(ii)  The Lord has given you a love that’s stronger than that which was in the 

hearts of those in Gennesaret.   

(a)  He’s given you a supernatural love – His indwelling Spirit – so that 

you will want to bring them.   

(b)  You really don’t want the lost to perish.   

(c)  You want them to come to Jesus.   

(d)  You want to do your best to bring them to Jesus.   

(e)  You need to give vent to that love and strengthen it, so that you want 

to do so even more.   

(f)  So first, you should seek to bring everyone you know to Jesus.   

B.  Second, you should also be ready to deal with the fact that most won’t want to 

come.   
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1.  The people of Gennesaret who were being brought were willing to receive 

physical healing, but not spiritual – they allowed Jesus to minister to them in 

certain ways, but they would not repent.   

a.  The people in that area recognized Jesus because He had already spent a great 

deal of time there preaching and healing.   

(i)  Many of them were from Capernaum, where Jesus lived.   

(ii)  Some believe – in comparing the account in Mark with that in John – that 

this was Capernaum – since Capernaum is in the land of Gennesaret.   

 

b.  It was because the Lord had done so many miracles here, and that they 

wouldn’t repent, that He would later pronounce His most sobering 

denunciation on them:   

(i)  “Woe to you, Chorazin!  Woe to you, Bethsaida!  For if the miracles had 

occurred in Tyre and Sidon which occurred in you, they would have 

repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.  Nevertheless I say to you, it 

will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for 

you.  And you, Capernaum, will not be exalted to heaven, will you?  You 

will descend to Hades; for if the miracles had occurred in Sodom which 

occurred in you, it would have remained to this day.  Nevertheless I say to 

you that it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of 

judgment, than for you” (Matt. 11:21-24).   

(ii)  Just because they were willing to receive one kind of help from the Lord 

didn’t mean they were willing to receive any kind of help.   

(iii)  How many people do you know that would turn down help for their 

souls, but wouldn’t for their bodies?   

 

2.  You need to be ready to deal with this problem.   

a.  The people the Lord sends you to minister to would much more willingly let 

you take them to the hospital than to church.   

b.  Their unwillingness to receive spiritual help will hurt you in some way.   

(i)  We are social creatures – it always hurts when people don’t like us.   

(ii)  If you try to bring your neighbors to Christ, they’ll think you’re strange 

or backward; they might get angry at you or shun you.   

 

c.  Realizing how they’re going to respond will force you to count the cost more 

carefully – you’ll want to make sure what you’re telling them is real and that 

it’s worth the risk before you open your mouth.   

 

d.  What can you do to overcome these obstacles?   

(i)  First, remember that you already made a commitment to follow the Lord 

no matter what the cost.   

(a)  These are His terms, “If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his 

own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, 

yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.  Whoever does 

not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple” 

(Luke 14:26-27).   
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(b)  You must first come to grips with your willingness to pay it.   

 

(ii)  Second, you need to remember that the Lord calls you to reach them.   

(a)  He says to you, “Go and make disciples of all the nations” (Matt. 

28:19).   

(b)  You don’t need to do all the work, but part of it belongs to you.   

(c)  You are to help bring some of His lost sheep home.   

(d)  You need to let your love for the Lord move you to do it.   

 

(iii)  Third, remember that if you don’t reach them, they will die in their sins 

and perish forever.  Let love for your neighbor move you to reach them.   

(iv)  Finally, you need a thorough conviction that these things are real – that 

they really are in danger – that you really have been called to reach them.   

(a)  If you have any doubts about this, you had better lay them to rest soon, 

or you’ll never reach them as you should.   

(b)  Read your Bible; believe what it says; pray the Lord would strengthen 

your faith and so your resolve to reach the lost.   

(c)  Put away any and every sin that quenches the Spirit’s work.   

(d)  Don’t be like the disciples who kept hearing and seeing but weren’t 

gaining any significant spiritual insight.   

(e)  Believe, and move forward in faith.   

 

e.  Finally, for those of you who don’t know the Lord, let me draw your 

attention to one last thing:   

(i)  If this has made you concerned for your soul – if the Lord has awakened 

you, then look to Him in faith.   

(ii)  Those who were laid in the marketplace, who reached out and touched 

the edge of His garments, who were made whole as soon as they touched 

it, had faith to be healed.   

(iii)  He offers Himself to you this morning as a Savior.  If you have faith to 

be healed and cleansed of your sins, reach out and take hold of Him.   

(iv)  The Bible is true; you really are in danger; Jesus really is the only 

Savior.  If you will believe in Him, He will rescue you.   

(v)  Reach out to Him while He draws near to you in the Gospel and be 

saved.  Amen.   
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