
“There Is Salvation in No One Else” 
(Acts 4:1-12)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we saw the events leading up to arrest of Peter and John:   
a.  As they went to the Temple to pray/evangelize, a lame man asked them for 

help.   
(i)  A man who had not walked from the day of his birth.   
(ii)  And who every day was laid by the entrance to beg for his livelihood.   
 

b.  They had no money to help him, but they did have something better.   
(i)  Money would only help for a while:  but the ability to walk for a lifetime?   
(ii)  And so with the command in the name of Christ for the lame man to 

walk, Peter reached down in faith to help him up, while the lame man 
reached up in faith to respond to the command of Christ, and he was made 
whole.   

 
c.  Immediately, he began to walk and jump and praise God openly.   

(i)  He went into the Temple clinging to Peter and John.   
(ii)  Immediately the people recognized him and gathered about to see what 

had happened.   
 

2.  Peter, knowing this had come about by God’s power and for His glory, began to 
preach:   
a.  “Don’t look at us, as though we did this:  the fact that this man is whole is 

owing only to the power of God through Jesus Christ:  God has raised Him 
up again.”   

b.  Peter went on to indict them for the murder of Jesus, but he also pointed out 
that they were not as directly responsible as their leaders, and that all of this 
was God’s plan.   

c.  This didn’t excuse them, but it was an encouragement:  God was offering 
them salvation through Jesus – the One that Moses and all the prophets wrote 
of.   

d.  God had raised His servant for them first – therefore they should receive 
Him.   

e.  If they didn’t, they would eventually be destroyed.   
 
B.  Preview.   

1.  But remember where they were:  They were in the enemy’s stronghold.   
a.  They were speaking publicly.   
b.  The miracle of the lame man was drawing attention to them.   
c.  The people were surrounding them.   
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d.  It shouldn’t surprise us then that the darkness would notice and begin its 
attack.   
(i)  Sadly, much of the world remains in the power of the evil one.   
(ii)  If we stand out, if we shine the light, we run the risk of attracting 

persecution.   
(iii)  But we shouldn’t let this stop us:  hopefully this account will encourage 

us not to be intimidated.   
 

2.  This morning, we’re going to see two things:   
a.  First, we see renewed opposition against the Gospel.   
b.  But second, we’ll see the continuing triumph of the Gospel.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we see opposition against the Gospel resume.   
1.  The persecution begins:  Peter and John were arrested.   

a.  This was still a time of popularity – as Jesus had His popular days.   
(i)  They had favor with the people, but not all the people.   
(ii)  Times were coming that would be more difficult for the church.   
(iii)  But there were still difficulties:  as we now see.   
 

b.  Luke writes, “As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain 
of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to them, being greatly 
disturbed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the 
resurrection from the dead.  And they laid hands on them and put them in jail 
until the next day, for it was already evening (vv. 1-3).   
(i)  The priests, the captain of the temple guard (there were 24 bands of 

Levites who guarded the Temple, one band at a time, the leader being the 
captain) and Sadducees (who had control and oversight of the Temple, 
who also denied spirits and the resurrection) laid hands on them and put 
them in jail.   

(ii)  Why?   
(a)  They were greatly disturbed/very angry.   
(b)  These men were teaching and proclaiming the resurrection through 

Jesus.   
(1)  That resurrection was not only possible but accomplished (Jesus 

was raised).   
(2)  That this is why they were there preaching and teaching (Jesus sent 

them).   
(3)  That Jesus secured this for everyone who would believe in Him.   
(4)  And that they were urging the Jews to trust in Him.   
 

(c)  They were angry over the fact they were teaching this and that the 
crowds were listening.   
(1)  They thought perhaps that the whole matter of Jesus was finished 

by His execution.   
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(2)  But here His disciples continued to preach and proclaim Him and 
the people continued to listen.   

(3)  Unbelievers hate God, Christ, His people.  They don’t want the 
light of God’s truth to be shone.  And so whenever it does, they do 
what they can to put it out.   

 
2.  Not only were they arrested, they were put on trial and that for doing what God 

commanded, not for sin (those in the dark call evil good and good evil).  “On the 
next day, their rulers and elders and scribes were gathered together in Jerusalem; 
and Annas the high priest was there, and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and 
all who were of high-priestly descent.  When they had placed them in the center, 
they began to inquire, ‘By what power, or in what name, have you done this?’” 
(vv. 5-7).   
a.  They were put on trial the next day:   

(i)  It’s interesting that Christ was put on trial at night because they were 
afraid of the people.   

(ii)  The disciples were in favor with the people as well, but they chose to put 
them on trial during the day, perhaps because of expediency:  They 
wanted to stop this before it took off.   

(iii)  But again consider the state of their heart:  They put these men on trial 
for doing the best thing they could possibly have done:  preach the Gospel.   

 
b.  The place they were put on trial was Jerusalem:   

(i)  The rulers, elders and scribes were there:  representing learning and 
authority.   

(ii)  They gathered together in the place Jesus said His followers would be 
persecuted by the rulers (Matt. 23:37-38):  It was this kind of behavior that 
would bring AD 70 on them.   

(iii)  We also see some familiar faces here:   
(a)  Annas:  the high priest before Caiaphas, who first questioned our Lord 

(John 18:19-23), who was the leader of the Sanhedrin.   
(b)  And Caiaphas:  the one who Annas sent Jesus to next, who was 

married to Annas’ daughter and who was high priest after Annas.   
(c)  These two men were the most antagonistic towards Christ.   
(d)  There was also John (possibly the son of Annas) and Alexander 

(another relative of Annas), all of high-priestly descent.   
(e)  As I said before, this was the enemy’s territory.   
 

c.  They required of them by what power or in what name/authority they had 
done this miracle.   
(i)  This is the same question they asked Jesus (Matt. 21:23).   
(ii)  They wanted to know who had authorized them to teach.  They knew 

they had not given them permission.   
(iii)  They already knew the answer:  they had witnesses who had overheard 

what they were teaching – this is why they were arrested.   
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(iv)  But they asked that they might condemn themselves out of their own 
mouths.   

(v)  How would you answer someone you know doesn’t want to hear your 
answer?  Peter was not afraid to answer:  he told them very plainly.   
 

B.  Second, we see the triumph of the Gospel:  this is the method God has chosen to 
glorify His Son:  And He will not allow anyone or anything to stop Him.   
1.  First, we see the boldness the Spirit of God gave Peter to preach the Gospel:  

this time, in front of Christ’s enemies.  “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
said to them, ‘Rulers and elders of the people, if we are on trial today for a 
benefit done to a sick man, as to how this man has been made well, let it be 
known to all of you and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus 
Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead – by 
this name this man stands here before you in good health’” (vv. 8-10).   
a.  Jesus told His disciple that they would speak before governors and kings for 

His sake (Matt. 10:18).   
(i)  He told them not to think ahead of time about how or what they would 

say, because the Spirit would give them the words (v. 19-20).   
(ii)  And so here we see this happening:  Peter, the one who denied Christ 

before the maid, now filled with the Spirit, speaks boldly before the very 
authorities that handed Jesus over to be crucified – those that might be 
inclined to do the same thing to him.   

 
b.  He begins by pointing to the absurdity of this trial:   

(i)  They were being tried for a benefit done to a sick man – they were being 
treated as criminals for having done something everyone should be 
rejoicing in.   

(ii)  But what was the real problem here?   
(a)  This kind of healing had been done by Jesus Christ before – now they 

were doing it.   
(b)  Were they healing in the name of Jesus?  Was the problem not 

resolved by crucifying Jesus?   
(c)  They already knew the answer to the question, but they asked it 

anyway, to see if Peter and John would condemn themselves by 
identifying with the One they had condemned and executed.   

 
c.  And Peter doesn’t disappoint them.   

(i)  His answer was so frank that they might have been more apt to fall off 
their chairs.   

(ii)  But he doesn’t just tell them what they want to hear – yes, we did this by 
the name/authority of Jesus Christ – but also what they didn’t want to 
hear.   

(iii)  Peter charges them with His crucifixion:  the One whom you crucified.   
(a)  Remember the danger involved here:  These are not just the masses 

who called out for His death – these are the instigators.   



5 

(b)  He lays the charge of Christ’s death – notice he calls Jesus, Jesus 
Christ, or Jesus the Christ, a name they wouldn’t have accepted:  they 
rejected Jesus as the Christ.   

(c)  He perhaps seeks to startle them here with the reality that they had 
killed their Messiah.   

 
(iv)  But then Peter says one more thing they also didn’t want to hear:  But 

“God raised Him from the dead.”   
(a)  You killed Him, but God gave Him back His life.   
(b)  The fact that this lame man was healed is the evidence.   
(c)  These men knew their own report about the disciples stealing Him 

away at night was a lie.   
(d)  And so Peter wants everyone to know – from the rulers to all the 

people of Israel – that it was in the name of Jesus that this man was 
whole.   

(e)  There was no question left as to what Peter and John believed.   
(f)  They said the things that would get them into greatest trouble right in 

the face of those they had most to be concerned about.   
 

(v)  Peter points to the Scripture to show them that this was what was 
prophesied regarding Jesus:  “He is the stone which was rejected by you, 
the builders, but which became the chief corner stone” (v. 11).   
(a)  As the leaders of Israel, it was their job to build the church (the Jews 

were the Old Covenant church).   
(b)  But when God offered them the stone they should have seen as the 

precious corner stone of the whole building, they rejected Him.   
(c)  This same verse was quoted by Jesus as the reason the kingdom was 

being taken away from them:  it was their fault (Matt. 21:42).   
(d)  But though they rejected Him, God raised Him and made Him the 

corner stone of the building – He set Him at His right hand, gave Him 
power and authority over all men, and made Him the Head of the 
church.   

 
(vi)  For this reason, Peter states, “And there is salvation in no one else; for 

there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by 
which we must be saved” (v. 12).   
(a)  There is salvation in no one else; no other name.  If we would be 

saved, it must be through Jesus.   
(b)  How dishonoring it is to Jesus to say there is another way.   

(1)  Would God have put His Son through the agony of the cross if 
there were another way?   

(2)  Having put His Son through that torture, would He now accept 
other methods?   

(3)  No, He is the only way.  That is the burden of the apostles’ 
message.   



6 

(4)  This should be our greatest concern:  salvation can only be received 
through Christ.   

(5)  We can and have destroyed ourselves through Adam, but we 
cannot save ourselves.   

(6)  Jesus is the only Mediator, the only One who can save:  He alone 
has done what is necessary to save us.   

(7)  This is the honor God has bestowed on Him:  that it is only in His 
name we can be saved.   

 
(c)  This is the last thing they would have wanted to hear, and we’ll see 

how they respond this evening.   
 
2.  But before we leave this passage, we should also notice the indication that the 

Lord intended to use this message to save His elect in spite of all opposition:   
a.  We read about it in the opening verses:  “But many of those who had heard 

the message believed; and the number of the men came to be about five 
thousand” (v. 4).   

b.  Yes, there will be opposition; but there will also be fruit.   
(i)  The Word of God cannot be stopped.  The Gospel is the power of God to 

salvation (Rom. 1:16).   
(ii)  Many who heard believed.   

(a)  Not all, but many.   
(b)  There are God’s elect who will respond by the power of God, though 

there are those who will reject Him.   
 

(iii)  And notice:   
(a)  It’s true that if they hadn’t gone to the Temple, they wouldn’t have 

been put in jail.   
(b)  But it’s also true that if they hadn’t gone to the Temple, the 5000 

would not have been saved.   
(c)  Paul said that he endured all things for the sake of the elect that they 

might obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and eternal glory (2 
Tim. 2:10).   

(d)  That, with the love of Christ, should also motivate us to do the same.   
(e)  Often we don’t try because of the possibility of persecution; we’ll only 

step out if we know it’s safe.   
(f)  But Peter and John did this in the face of their greatest opponents, not 

fearing death, but God alone.   
(g)  May the Lord encourage us to do the same:  Christ is the only way of 

salvation.   
(h)  And remember, Satan will always try to stop us, discourage us, or 

make us afraid; but if we step out in faith to do these things for God’s 
glory, He will use us to bring in His sheep.   

(i)  May God give us the grace to do so.  Amen.   


