
“There Is No Forgiveness for Me” 

(Hebrews 12:14-17) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Why are there so many people who don’t believe in Jesus?   

a.  One reason is because so many haven’t heard about Him.   

b.  They need to hear the Gospel, or they will never be saved.   

c.  That’s why our Lord commands us to take the message to them.   

d.  “Faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ” (Rom. 10:17).   

 

2.  But what about those who have heard?  Why haven’t many of them believed?   

a.  Sin – sin keeps them from believing.   

(i)  Sin is the result of the Fall.   

(ii)  It’s universal – throughout all mankind, and man’s whole being.   

(iii)  Sin blinds our eyes to God’s beauty, like storm clouds hide the beauty of 

the sky.   

(iv)  It blocks out the light of His truth, like the moon blocks the sun during 

an eclipse.   

(v)  It misrepresents God, so that we hate Him by nature.   

 

b.  If you don’t see His beauty or appreciate His truth – if what you see and hear 

is hateful and unwelcome – you’ll never want to come.   

(i)  You’ll find excuses not to come.   

(ii)  You’ll even find reasons you can’t come.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we’re going to look at one of these reasons some believe they 

“can’t” come – the unpardonable sin – you can’t come to God because He would 

never forgive you even if you did.   

a.  Why would anyone believe this?   

(i)  Sadly, there is such a sin.   

(a)  A sin that God won’t forgive.   

(b)  One that is eternal – one that could condemn you forever.   

 

(ii)  Because such a sin is possible, you need to know what it is so that even if 

you haven’t committed it, you can avoid it.   

 

b.  Let me begin by saying,  

(i)  If you are at all concerned that you have committed it,  

(a)  That God has abandoned you forever,  

(b)  That you have nothing to look forward to but eternal punishment,  

(c)  You have not committed this sin.   



2 

(d)  The fact that the Spirit is still working in your heart at some level 

proves it.   

 

(ii)  But doesn’t this seem to go against what we just read.   

(a)  Didn’t Esau commit the unpardonable sin?  Didn’t he try to turn away 

from it, even with tears, and yet the Lord still didn’t forgive him?   

(1)  The answer is no – Esau didn’t commit that sin.   

(2)  The only reason we’re considering this passage is because so many 

think he did – and that they have as well.   

(3)  Haven’t you ever thought the same thing about yourself?   

(A)  You’ve sinned against God.   

(B)  You’ve lost His blessing.   

(C)  You’ll never be able to repent – now you’re lost.   

(D)  And the fact that you’re concerned about it doesn’t make any 

difference:  Esau was concerned – he tried to repent, he even 

wept before God – but God was unwilling to forgive him.   

 

(b)  In answer to this,  

(1)  You need to realize that Esau was never a believer.   

(A)  God said, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated” (Rom. 9:13).   

(B)  He never repented or believed.   

 

(2)  Second, the blessing he lost wasn’t salvation, but the blessing of 

the firstborn.   

(A)  The privilege of inheriting the promises of God that would lead 

to the coming of the Messiah.   

(B)  He sold it to Jacob for a bowl of soup (Gen. 25:34).   

(C)  This was really something God had planned all along.   

(D)  So no, he couldn’t get it back, even though he wept and pleaded 

with his father, Isaac (Gen. 27:38).   

 

(iii)  He didn’t commit the unpardonable sin, but that doesn’t mean it can’t be 

committed today.   

 

2.  So let’s consider for a few moments,  

a.  First, what the unpardonable sin is.   

b.  Second, whether or not you have committed it.   

c.  And then finally, why you are struggling with this question in the first place.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what is the unpardonable sin?   

1.  We have several examples of it in Scripture.   

a.  The clearest are in what are called the Synoptic Gospels:   

(i)  Matthew, Mark, and Luke all record the same event.   

(ii)  We heard one read one earlier.   

b.  The main points to see are these:   
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(i)  The scribes and Pharisees recognized that Jesus had authority over the 

demons – He was able to command them, and they obeyed.   

(ii)  Rather than agreeing that this was undeniable proof that He was the 

Messiah, they accused Him of being in league with Beelzebub/the devil 

and of casting out demons by his power.   

(iii)  Jesus, of course, replied that it proves just the opposite:  “Any kingdom 

divided against itself is laid waste; and any city or house divided against 

itself will not stand.  If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself; 

how then will his kingdom stand?” (Matt. 12:25-26).   

 (iv)  They were even more inexcusable because they knew better.   

(a)  They were the Jewish spiritual leaders – the teachers of Israel.   

(b)  They knew Jesus was doing what the Messiah was supposed to do 

when He came.   

(c)  They knew He must be doing these things by the power of His Spirit.   

(d)  They knew He must be from God.   

(e)  But because they didn’t want to lose their position with Rome, they 

accused Him instead of doing these things through the power of the evil 

one.   

(f)  In doing this, they called the Holy Spirit an unclean spirit – which is 

blasphemy against Him.   

 

2.  The unpardonable sin has to do with maligning, slandering or insulting the Holy 

Spirit, knowing fully that you are, with your whole heart.   

a.  It’s not something you can do ignorantly or accidentally.   

(i)  It’s not just a fleeting thought that crosses your mind.   

(ii)  It’s something you do deliberately, in full knowledge of what you’re 

doing.   

(iii)  Jonathan Edwards explains it in this way, “It seems to me by the 

Scripture, that the sin against the Holy Spirit is this:  for a man, when 

convinced in conscience, to set himself with a free and full will to 

reproach, or otherwise openly and [stubbornly] to malign the Holy [Spirit] 

in his office, or with respect to his gracious operations” (M 380).   

 

b.  This is really what the author of the book of Hebrews is warning against – 

against willfully doing spite to the Holy Spirit by turning away from Jesus.   

(i)  To those Jews who were being tempted to go back to Judaism to save 

themselves from the Romans, he writes, “For in the case of those who 

have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have 

been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of 

God and the powers of the age to come, and then have fallen away, it is 

impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to 

themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame” (6:4-6).   

(ii)  And, “For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of 

the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a terrifying 

expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL 

CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES.  Anyone who has set aside the Law of 
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Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.  

How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has 

trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood 

of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of 

grace?” (10:26-29).   

(a)  Willfully to turn away from the truth, after having been taught so 

much and having experienced so much of the Spirit’s influences 

(common, not saving), is to insult the Spirit.   

(b)  If the offense is great enough, He will withdraw completely and 

permanently – He will no longer work to convict or convert you (both 

of which are necessary for salvation).   

(c)  If that happened, you would no longer be able to repent – because you 

would not be willing.   

 

B.  Now that you have a better idea of what this sin is, have you committed it?  As I 

said at the beginning, if you’re concerned that you have, then you haven’t.   

1.  If you had, your heart would be so hardened against the Lord, that you would 

want nothing to do with Him.   

a.  The author to the Hebrews said it would be impossible to renew you to 

repentance – you would never want to repent.   

b.  You would go on sinning willfully – you wouldn’t care whether or not you 

offended the Lord.   

 

2.  If there is any conviction in your heart over your sins at all, the Spirit is still at 

work.   

a.  You should be thankful that He is – without it, you would be lost forever.   

b.  And of course, if you are the Lord’s – if you have trusted in His Son for 

eternal life – this is a sin you could never commit.   

 

C.  Finally, why would you struggle with this question in the first place?  You could 

for at least a few reasons.   

1.  Maybe you’re really concerned that you have committed it.   

a.  Many Christians have struggled with this question because they really didn’t 

understand what this sin is.   

b.  Maybe you didn’t understand, but now that you do, perhaps the question is 

resolved.   

c.  If it isn’t, then go back and study the Bible and your own heart until you see 

the truth.   

 

2.  Maybe the devil has deceived you into thinking you have committed it so that 

you would stop seeking the Lord.   

a.  The devil is real – he hates you and wants to destroy you.   

b.  His most effective weapon is deceit.   

(i)  He’ll continually lie to you to keep you away from God.   

(ii)  He’ll tell you that God is unjust, unreasonable, unfair, a killjoy, a figment 

of your imagination, or that He is unforgiving.   
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(a)  He would never forgive you.   

(b)  You’ve committed the unpardonable sin.   

(c)  He wants you to give up trying so that you’ll eventually be destroyed 

with him in hell.   

 

3.  Or maybe the problem is the sin in your own heart.   

a.  The Bible says, “The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately 

sick; who can understand it?” (Jer. 17:9).   

b.  The sin in your heart has the same goal the devil has – to destroy you.   

c.  Maybe your sin has convinced you that you have committed this sin, so you 

won’t seek the Lord and be saved.   

 

4.  Whatever the case, you need to realize two things:   

a.  Again, if you are concerned, you haven’t committed this sin:   

(i)  If you had, you wouldn’t be.   

(ii)  You would just keep on hating God and be content to do so.   

 

b.  But the fact that you’re concerned doesn’t mean you’re safe.   

(i)  You still need to turn from your sins and trust Jesus to save you.   

(ii)  If you keep hearing His offers of grace to you,  

(a)  But don’t repent and believe,  

(b)  If you keep resisting the Holy Spirit,  

(c)  One day you may cross over the line,  

(d)  You may reach the point of no return,  

(e)  And be lost forever.   

(f)  Even if you never reach that point, if you resist God’s Spirit to the end 

of your life, the result will be the same – you will be lost.   

 

(iii)  Don’t let that happen to you.   

(iv)  Yield to the Spirit’s conviction.   

(v)  Listen to what He tells you through His Word.   

(a)  God gave His Son, both to live and die, so that those who trust in Him 

would never perish, but have eternal life.   

(b)  Turn from your sins and trust in Jesus Christ to save you while you 

still have the opportunity.   

(c)  Death comes at unexpected times – such as it did for Gabe and for 

those twelve in Aurora, Colorado.   

 (c)  If you want to be safe, you must trust in Him.   

(d)  May the Lord give you His grace to do so.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


