
“The Wrath of God Revealed, Part 3” 
(Romans 1:18-32) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Paul showed us first how the righteousness and grace of God is revealed in the 

Gospel.  He showed us:   
1.  God’s righteous requirements:  perfection, perfect obedience – this is what He 

loves, this is what He calls all to.   
2.  God’s righteous anger against sin:  wages of sin is death, soul that sins shall 

surely die.   
3.  But the righteousness He provides in Christ through faith in His name:  Christ 

obeys perfectly, He takes the punishment for our sins – physical and spiritual 
death.  If we trust Him, we will be saved, we will be acceptable to God.   

 
B.  Second, he told us how the reality of God is revealed in the creation.   

1.  God shows us that He is.   
2.  He also shows us what He is like.   

 
C.  But finally, Paul also began to show us how His wrath is revealed, because men 

reject that revelation.   
1.  Men see God in what He made, but don’t honor Him or give thanks.   
2.  They use their minds to tear down that knowledge through useless thinking – 

futile speculations.   
a.  Remember, there isn’t a problem with their minds or God couldn’t hold them 

accountable.  It’s a problem with their hearts – they’re full of sin.   
b.  If you don’t use your minds correctly, you won’t arrive at truth – if you 

assume the answer, you’ll arrive at that answer, something we should all 
beware of.   

c.  Thinking themselves wise, they became fools.  They worship the creation 
rather then the Creator – animism, animal, man, evolution.   

 
3.  Remember that this is a description of the people who live in this world.   

a.  Our unsaved family members, our neighbors, those with whom we work, 
unconverted teachers in schools and colleges.   

b.  If they’re not Christians, this is what is going on in their minds.   
c.  They may know a lot of things, and a lot of helpful things.  But when it comes 

to ultimate origins or things related, you can’t trust what they say.   
d.  They think they’re wise, but they’re fools, not in everything, but in this.   
e.  They want to reason without God in their thinking.   
 

4.  So God pours out wrath against them – so-called natural catastrophes, war, 
disease, death, etc.   

 
D.  But Paul tells us this morning that there are other ways the Lord pours out His wrath 

on those who reject Him – this morning we’ll see that He also gives them over to 
their sexual lusts that they might dishonor their bodies.   
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II.  Sermon.   

A.  Paul says that God gives them over.   
1.  He says this three times (vv. 24, 26, 28).   

a.  Some think that each of these explains the others – there is one giving over, 
with these results.   

b.  Others see this as a threefold handing over, with increasing judgment, although 
number two is arguably the worst and number three more general and 
extensive.   

c.  Either way, the judgments here are terrible.   
 

B  God gives men over to the lusts of their hearts, so that they dishonor their bodies.   
1.  They will not have Him, so He withdraws.   

a.  Remember that God everyday restrains sin.   
b.  In this case, He simply removes some restraint and gives them over to their 

sins.   
 
2.  When he does, the lusts in their hearts become stronger – there’s less holding it 

back.   
a.  It’s like opening the flood gates of a dam – as long as they’re closed, the water 

is restrained, but when opened, it flows out, depending on how wide it is 
opened.   

b.  God’s common grace is like a floodgate – it holds back sin.  But when it is 
pulled back, the gates open and sin runs out.   

 
3.  What are the results?   

a.  They give themselves to their lusts.  Which?  We will see all of them.   
b.  But for now, he singles out one in particular:  impurity, which here is sexual 

lust or sexual immorality.   
c.  The result is they engage in it more and more and dishonor their bodies.   
d.  Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 6:18, “Flee immorality.  Every other sin that a 

man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own 
body.”   

e.  Now God made sexual relations to be good, but only in its proper context.  It 
has to be done according to His rule.   

f.  His rule is that it must be between a married man and woman, not unmarried, 
and certainly not between the same gender, as we’ll see.   

g.  If anyone engages in sexual relations – in any of them – in a way not 
commanded by God, it is sin and it dishonors the body.   

h.  In a few moments, I will apply this more broadly.   
 

C.  But again, consider the reason Paul gives:  they exchanged the truth of God for a lie 
and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator.   
1.  They will not acknowledge and honor God.   

a.  Paul can’t stand the thought of this.  His love for God’s honor is too great, so 
he cries out “who is blessed forever.  Amen.”   

b.  May the Lord give us this kind of zeal for His honor.   
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2.  They will not serve God, only the creation.   
3.  And so God removes some of His gracious restraint giving them over to more and 

more sin.   
a.  He doesn’t do it entirely, but according to the seriousness of their sin.   
b.  But the more He does, the more they will store up wrath for themselves in the 

day of judgment, as we will see.   
 
III.  Application.   

A.  This describes our world, the people who live in our culture.   
1.  Everyone is affected, but not all to the same degree.  God restrains more in some 

and less in others, depending on an individual’s sins and on the sin of society as a 
whole.   

2.  Just look around you and see if this isn’t the case.   
a.  What stands out more about our culture than anything else?   
b.  It’s a society given over to its lusts, many different lusts, but especially, sexual 

lust.   
c.  It’s foremost in the mind of young men and women, and older.   
d.  Desire and desirability are the most important things – sex appeal.   
e.  It’s used to sell so many things, because it sells.   
f.  It’s constantly kept at the forefront of our minds.   
g.  It has done a great deal to shape our society.   

(i)  It has changed our values:  what we will allow and not allow.   
(ii)  What is considered acceptable today would have been thought scandalous 

five decades ago.  Compare the content of movies now with those of that 
time.   

(iii)  We need to be aware that this is the case, this is what people are like, this 
is what in a large measure is driving our society.   

(iv)  Why do you think men and women’s clothing is as it is today?   
(v)  Why do conservative parents have trouble finding decent clothes even for 

their youngest children?   
(vi)  Why is there so much immorality even in the church?   
(vii)  Why are so many of our youth becoming involved with the young men 

and women of this world and falling away from sexual purity and the 
Christian faith?  Why are they willing to easily give up that which is most 
precious to them – i.e., their purity?   

(viii)  God is giving our culture over to sin.   
(ix)  We need to recognize that He is so that we will know how to deal with it 

biblically.   
 
B.  How can we deal with this?   

1.  We need to remember that society doesn’t set the standard for what we do, but the 
Word of God does.   

2.  The Bible calls us to purity, sexual purity.   
a.  Again, Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 6:13-18, “Food is for the stomach and the 

stomach is for food, but God will do away with both of them.  Yet the body is 
not for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord is for the body.  Now God 
has not only raised the Lord, but will also raise us up through His power.  Do 
you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?  Shall I then take away 
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the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute?  May it never 
be!  Or do you not know that the one who joins himself to a prostitute is one 
body with her?  For He says, ‘The two shall become one flesh.’  But the one 
who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him.  Flee immorality.  Every 
other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins 
against his own body.”   

b.  He writes, “For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you 
abstain from sexual immorality; that each of you know how to possess his own 
vessel in sanctification and honor, not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who 
do not know God” (1 Thes. 4:3-5).   

c.  All of us are liable to this sin, even as Christians, because we still have sin 
dwelling in us.  Our youth are even more susceptible.   

d.  But the Lord calls us to sexual purity.  He tells us to run away from this 
temptation.  We must, if we are to be useful to Him.  Paul writes to Timothy, 
“Now in a large house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also 
vessels of wood and of earthenware, and some to honor and some to dishonor.  
Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from these things, he will be a vessel for 
honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work.  Now 
flee from youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with 
those who call on the Lord from a pure heart” (2 Tim. 2:20-22).   

e.  Proverbs is full of warnings against this sin, because of its dangers:  to young 
men to stay clear of the immoral woman (Prov. 5:20-23), and by implication 
for young women to stay clear of the immoral man.   

f.  These things are for enjoyment in marriage only.   
g.  Don’t listen to the world, or fall into its snares.  Right now it is under the 

judgment of God.  We live in Vanity Faire.  It affects just about everything 
around us.   

h.  The Lord calls us to pursue godliness, inward beauty instead of outward 
beauty, this is what is pleasing to Him.  Consider the Proverbs 31 woman!   

i.  Bond together with your brothers and sisters in Christ to “pursue righteousness, 
faith, love and peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart” (2 
Tim. 2:22).   

j.  Most of all, keep your eyes focused above.  Remember – those of you who love 
the Lord – the Father loves you.  He sent His Son to wash away your sins.  
Look to Christ for your help.   
(i)  He has given you the help of His Spirit.   
(ii)  He has promised to give you a way of escape from every sin (1 Cor. 

10:13).   
(iii)  He has promised to help you persevere to the end (Phil. 1:6).   
 

k.  Let’s cleanse ourselves from these things that we might be useful for the 
Master’s work.  Let’s keep our eyes above and long for heaven.  Amen.   


