
The Holy Spirit 

(Part 10:  The Spirit Teaches) 

 

 

 

X.  The Spirit Teaches.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  The Spirit is the love of God – creates nature in own.   

a.  In regeneration, creates love in soul.   

b.  In sanctification, causes growth in love.   

c.  In calling, gives desire/love for particular work.   

d.  In guiding, draws out by love in particular direction.   

e.  In equipping, gives gifts with which to love.   

(i)  Gifts to love God through service.   

(ii)  Gifts to love brethren through ministering – fellowship.   

(iii)  Also helps guide – in direction of gifts.   

 

f.  In empowering, strengthens love.   

 

2.  And so should strive:   

a.  To eliminate things that weaken Spirit’s influence.   

(i)  “Do not quench the Spirit” (1 Thes. 5:19).   

(ii)  “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 

redemption” (Eph. 4:30).   

 

b.  To do things that strengthen it/use means.   

(i)  “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh” 

(Gal. 5:16).   

(ii)  “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the 

Spirit” (Eph. 5:18).   

(iii)  Only way will be able to glorify Him.   

 

B.  The Spirit teaches.   

1.  Seen Spirit guides,  

a.  Calls/gives desire/gifts for particular work.   

b.  Opens/closes doors (opportunities).   

c.  And directs primarily through Word.   

 

2.  Let’s consider more specifically how guides through God’s truth (illumination).   

a.  What illumination?   

(i)  Spirit shines on Word, helps understanding, guards from error.   

(a)  Read 1 John 2:18-29.   

(b)  What difference between illumination and inspiration?   

(1)  Inspiration:  Spirit communicates truth (2 Tim. 3:16).   

(2)  Illumination:  helps understand truth already given.   
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(c)  How does illumination of Spirit help understanding?   

(1)  Reveals divine nature of Word.   

(2)  Opens eyes to see beauty of holiness.   

(3)  Draws out heart.   

(4)  Causes mind to focus –  

(5)  You focus on what heart desires.   

 

(ii)  Spirit gives conviction of truth.   

(a)  Read 1 Corinthians 12:3, “Therefore I make known to you that no one 

speaking by the Spirit of God says, ‘Jesus is accursed’; and no one can say, 

‘Jesus is Lord,’ except by the Holy Spirit.”   

(1)  Does Paul mean everyone who says this, does by Spirit?   

(2)  No, must mean it/know it’s true.   

(3)  Compare Romans 10:9-10.   

(A)  If say, “Jesus is Lord,” saved?   

(B)  No, must mean it!   

(C)  Spirit gives conviction.  

 

(b)  How?   

(1)  Gives desire/love to embrace what you see (above).   

(2)  Also makes truth appear as is:  true/real.   

(3)  Why need this work?   

(A)  Sin hides truth (Rom. 1:18ff).   

(B)  Satan lies.   

(C)  World deceived and deceitful.   

 

(4)  If going to devote life to God’s truth,  

(A)  Or place self in danger for it,  

(B)  Need to be convinced it’s true.   

(C)  Several things about Bible that move us towards conviction:   

(I)  66 Books, written over so many years (over 1500).   

(II)  So many authors (@40).   

(III)  No contradictions, no errors found by archeology.   

(IV)  Fulfilled prophecy.   

 

(D)  But only Spirit can give absolute conviction:  “We may be moved and 

induced by the testimony of the Church to an high and reverent esteem 

of the Holy Scripture, and the heavenliness of the matter, the efficacy of 

the doctrine, the majesty of the style, the consent of all the parts, the 

scope of the whole, (which is to give all glory to God), the full discovery 

it makes of the only way of man's salvation, the many other 

incomparable excellencies, and the entire perfection thereof, are 

arguments whereby it doth abundantly evidence itself to be the Word of 

God; yet, notwithstanding, our full persuasion and assurance of the 

infallible truth, and divine authority thereof, is from the inward work of 
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the Holy Spirit, bearing witness by and with the word in our hearts” 

(1.5).   

 

(iii)  Spirit gives ability to apply.   

(a)  What is ability to apply knowledge called?  Wisdom.   

(b)  “For the LORD gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and 

understanding.  He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to 

those who walk in integrity, guarding the paths of justice, and He preserves the 

way of His godly ones” (Prov. 2:6-8).   

(c)  How?   

(1)  Gives desire/love to do what it says.   

(2)  If want to do it, will find way to do it.   

 

b.  If Spirit teaches, why do we need teachers?   

(i)  If God provides, must need them (Eph. 4:11; 1 Cor. 12:28).     

(ii)  But why?   

(a)  Because in illumination, Spirit confirms truth, doesn’t communicate.   

(b)  Because also illumines teachers.   

(c)  As well as us as we listen to teacher.   

 

c.  If Spirit illumines all believers, shouldn’t all believe same?   

(i)  Some things are difficult (2 Pet. 3:16).   

(ii)  Progress slowed when taught error convincingly.   

(iii)  If prayerfully seek, Spirit will lead to truth.   

 

d.  Miscellaneous:   

(i)  Spirit gives skills/abilities – ability to do something well (Ex. 31:3; 35:31).   

(ii)  Leadership ability (Num. 27:18).   

(iii)  All abilities/skills/discoveries are from God’s Spirit  

(iv)  As directs the course of human history.    
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