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(Part 9:  Equips and Empowers) 

 

 

 

IX.  The Spirit Equips and Empowers.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We’ve seen thus far,  

a.  Spirit is love of God.   

b.  His work in redemption reflects this.   

(i)  Unites your soul to Christ:  legally.   

(a)  Yours sins removed 

(1)  Were imputed to Jesus on cross.   

(2)  But now taken away.   

 

(b)  His righteousness imputed to you.   

(1)  His obedience.   

(2)  Makes you acceptable.   

 

(ii)  Unites Himself to your soul.   

(a)  Produces His character/grace:  love.   

(b)  Which enables to trust Christ.   

(c)  Begins transformation into His image.   

 

(iii)  Spirit made Jesus as He was.   

(a)  Jesus sanctified by Spirit in womb.   

(b)  Anointed above measure (John 3:34).   

 

(iv)  His presence does same in you.   

(a)  As Jesus was temple, so you (1 Cor. 6:19-20).   

(b)  As He image of God, so He produces image in you (2 Pet. 1:4).   

(c)  As He had Law on heart, so you (Heb. 8:10).   

(d)  As He lived according to the law, so you (Rom. 8:2-4).   

(e)  As He obeyed with pleasure, so you (1 John 5:3).   

(f)  He is making you like Jesus, “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit 

of the Lord is, there is liberty.  But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a 

mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from 

glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit” (2 Cor. 3:17-18).   

(g)  In fulfillment of His Father’s plan, “For those whom He foreknew, He also 

predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be 

the firstborn among many brethren” (Rom. 8:29).   

 

2.  Last time, saw that He calls and guides.   

a.  He called and guided Christ.   

(i)  “I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I will also hold you by the 

hand and watch over you, and I will appoint you as a covenant to the people, as a 
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light to the nations, to open blind eyes, to bring out prisoners from the dungeon 

and those who dwell in darkness from the prison” (Isa. 42:6-7; cf. 49:1-3).   

(ii)  “He awakens Me morning by morning, He awakens My ear to listen as a 

disciple.  The Lord GOD has opened My ear; and I was not disobedient nor did I 

turn back” (Isa. 50:4-5).   

(iii)  “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 

devil” (Matt. 4:1).   

(iv)  Put desire in His heart for this work.   

(v)  Led Him in the work.   

 

b.  Jesus is the paradigm of how the Spirit works in you.   

(i)  He calls you, “While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy 

Spirit said, ‘Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have 

called them’” (Acts 13:2).   

(a)  Calls you into Christ’s kingdom – desire for Christ.   

(b)  Calls you to particular work – desire to do particular duty in kingdom.   

 

(ii)  And He guides you.  David writes, “Teach me to do Your will, for You are my 

God; let Your good Spirit lead me on level ground” (Psalm 143:10).  How?   

(a)  He doesn’t speak directly of verbally – inspiration complete.   

(b)  But He does communicate:   

(1)  By providentially opening and closing doors.   

(2)  By bringing opportunities in your path.   

(3)  By moving your heart one way or another.   

(4)  Primarily through His Word – opening eyes to understand and apply.   

 

B.  Spirit equips and empowers for service – again like Jesus (Jesus is paradigm).   

1.  He equips – gives the ability to serve.   

a.  He equipped Jesus for service.   

(i)  How was He able to speak God’s Word?  “For He whom God has sent speaks the 

words of God; for He gives the Spirit without measure” (John 3:34).   

(ii)  How was He able to perform miracles?  “If I by Beelzebul cast out demons, by 

whom do your sons cast them out?  For this reason they will be your judges.  But 

if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon 

you” (Matt. 12:27-28).   

(iii)  How was He able to sacrifice Himself?  “For if the blood of goats and bulls and 

the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled sanctify for the 

cleansing of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the 

eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience 

from dead works to serve the living God?” (Heb. 9:13-14).   

(iv)  How is He able to rule?  By Spirit – anointing kings with oil a picture.   

(v)  Did it all by Spirit.   

 

b.  How will you be equipped for service?   

(i)  Jesus gave gifts to build up His church:  “And He gave some as apostles, and 

some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for 
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the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body 

of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 

Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the 

fullness of Christ.  As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and 

there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of 

men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are to 

grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ, from whom the 

whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according 

to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for 

the building up of itself in love” (Eph. 4:11-16).   

(ii)  But how does He give them?  Through the Spirit.   

(a)  The Spirit gave charismatic gifts:  “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the 

same Spirit.  And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord.  There 

are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons.   

But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  

For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the 

word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same 

Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, and to another the 

effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the 

distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the 

interpretation of tongues.  But one and the same Spirit works all these things, 

distributing to each one individually just as He wills” (1 Cor. 12:4-11).   

(b)  He gives continuing service gifts:  “For just as we have many members in one 

body and all the members do not have the same function, so we, who are 

many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.  Since 

we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to 

exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his 

faith; if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; or he who 

exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with 

diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness” (Rom. 12:4-8).   

 

c.  Tying this into the Spirit’s nature:   

(i)  He gives gifts by which you might love to God through service.   

(ii)  He gives gifts by which you might show love by ministering to your brethren.   

 

2.  He also empowers – gives the strength and desire to serve.   

a.  He empowered Jesus:  “You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with 

the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good and healing all 

who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him” (Acts 10:38).   

b.  He also empowers you.   

(i)  “For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and 

discipline” (2 Tim. 1:7).   

(ii)  “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 

shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even 

to the remotest part of the earth” (Acts 1:8).   
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(iii)  “And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together was 

shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word 

of God with boldness” (Acts 4:31).   

 

c.  What is this power?   

(i)  It’s partly of ability.   

(a)  Gifts.   

(b)  Strength.   

 

(ii)  But partly of affection/love:   

(a)  The ardent desire to serve.   

(b)  When your heart’s in it, you will press forward.   

 

3.  Application:   

a.  Spirit equips with gifts.   

b.  He empowers with strength and affection.   

c.  Again see the importance of preserving His influence.   

(i)  “Do not quench the Spirit” (1 Thes. 5:19).   

(ii)  “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 

redemption” (Eph. 4:30).   

(iii)  When He is quenched, your ability to serve is severely weakened.   
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