
”The Wisdom of God’’ 
(1 Corinthians 1:18-31) 

Introduction: The world boasts of great learning and wisdom. 
Everywhere we look, knowledge abounds; the world thinks that they 
can find the solution to every one of man’s problems. Yet, in the 
midst of all their academic endeavor, they have not yet discovered 
how to cleanse themselves from a guilty conscience, from the sense 
of condemnation brought about by the guilt of their sins. Man does 
not know as he ought to know, the things which God has provided in 
His wisdom to remove the stain of their iniquity. 

Paul says in this text that he did not come to them by way of 
man’s wisdom, preaching in the cleverness of speech which 
characterizes the world, for that would have been of no profit to 
them. But rather, his message is the cross of Christ, a stumbling 
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles. But to those who are 
being saved, the power of God. 

And what I want you to see in this evening’s text is that, 

God’s wisdom, which infinitely surpasses that of men, is 
most clearly demonstrated in the Gospel, for it humbles men and 
brings the greatest glory to God. 

I. The Wisdom of God Is Infinitely Greater Than Man’s (v. 25). 
A. Man’s Knowledge is Very Limited, and He Is Unable to Apply 

Even the Knowledge He Possesses to Its Best End. 
1. Man’s knowledge is finite. 

a. All of man’s attributes are limited. 
b. Even the most intelligent man on earth only knows 

c. And that which he knows, he does not know fully nor 
in part. 

clearly . 

2. His ability to apply that knowledge is limited as well. 
a. When we speak of wisdom, we are referring to the 

ability to apply knowledge to its best ends. 
b. Simply having knowledge does not mean that one 

knows how to use it. 
(il An uneducated man, who does not possess much 

knowledge, may excel the scholar in wisdom. 

wisdom is the practical use of that knowledge. 
(iil Knowledge is theoretical in nature, while 

c. Not only does man have imperfect knowledge, but 
even the wisest of men are very limited in their 
ability to utilize the knowledge they have. 

B. God Has All Knowledge and Can Apply that Knowledge in the 
Most Perfect Way. 
1. God’s knowledge is limitless. 

a. We have seen how infinite is the knowledge which 

b. He knows all things actual, and all things 
God possesses. 

possible. 
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c. He knows Himself with perfect completeness. 
(il This gives Him full understanding of all 

things. 
(iil For all things exist by His will and according 

to His plan. 

because He has ordained it. 
(iiil Therefore, He knows all there is to know 

d. And all that He knows is always and immediately 
present to His mind with absolute clarity and 
perfection. 

2. And God can also employ that knowledge to implement the 
most perfect means to accomplish the most perfect ends. 
a. Having all knowledge means that God knows all that 

b. God also possesses the absolute wisdom He needs to 
He needs to in any circumstance. 

guide and direct all things to the accomplishment 
of His most perfect goals. 

c. The Wisdom of God, Berkhof writes, ”points to the 
fact that He always strives for the best possible 
ends, and chooses the best means for the 
realization of His purposes” [Berkhof 6 9 ) .  

d. Therefore, God’s wisdom can be defined as ’that 
perfection of God whereby He applies His knowledge 
to the attainment of His ends in a way that 
glorifies Him most” [Berkhof 6 9 ) .  

11. He Demonstrates His Wisdom in the Means He Chose to Bring Men 
and Women into His Kingdom. 

A. God Did Not Choose to Save Man Through Great Intellectual 
Endeavor (w. 19-20, 21a, 22, 25). 
1. The world may claim to seek the knowledge of God, but 

it is on their own terms [v. 2 2 ) .  
a. The Jews sought for a sign [v. 22al. 

(il The Jews continually asked Jesus for a sign, 
while rejecting all the supernatural acts of 
power He had performed. 

an excuse not to believe in Christ. 
(iil It was nothing more than unbelief looking for 

b. The Greeks sought for wisdom [v. 22bl. 
(il The greatest endeavor for the Greek mind was 

the attainment of knowledge. 

philosophy, i. e., the ”love of wisdom. ” 
(iil They sought this through the discipline of 

2. But God has made foolish the wisdom of the world [v. 
19-20, 21a, 25). 
a. The Lord did not ordain that men should find 

salvation through their own wisdom [v. 21al. 
(il 

(iil 
The pursuit of philosophy was not enough. 
They formulated philosophical proofs for God’s 
existence, but never came to know this God, 
nor found any cleansing for their guilty 
consciences. 
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(iiil Man deceives himself into thinking that he is 

(iv) When in reality, he is suppressing the truth 
actually pursuing God. 

about God, and erecting a religion of his own 
making. 

b. Rather, God humbled the world by making their 
wisdom of no effect [v. 19, 20, 2 5 ) .  
(il God said, ”I will destroy the wisdom of the 

wise, and the cleverness of the clever I will 
set aside” (v. 191. 

(iil He challenges man further, ”Where is the wise 
man? (of Jew or Greek) Where is the scribe? 
(the learned Jew) Where is the debater of 
this age? (The Greek sophist or philosopher) 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this 
world?” (v. 2 0 ) .  

cross, thinking it foolish and weak [v. 2 5 ) .  
And so they turned to their own methods to 
find God. 
But man did not find God through his foolish 
endeavors, for God had chosen another way. 

(iiil In their wisdom, they despised the word of the 

(iv) 

(vl 

B. God in His Wisdom Chose to Save Men Through the Foolishness 
of Preaching (w. 18, 21b, 23-24, 26-31). 
1. God did not choose to save individuals according to 

their own strength (vv. 26-29). 
a. Paul says take a look at yourselves [v. 26). 

(il 

(iiil 

There were not many wise among you. 

Not many of noble birth. 

chosen to be the recipients and the bearers of 
His gospel (Henry 5111. 

(iil Not many strong. 

(iv) These are the ones the Lord in His wisdom has 

b. God chose to nullify man’s pride by choosing the 
things which are despised to shame the things which 
were esteemed (vv. 27, 2 8 ) .  
(il God chose the foolish to shame the wise. 

God chose the weak to shame the strong. 
God chose the worthless and despised to 
nullify the world’s wisdom. 

He uses the things the world despises to put 
them to shame [Hodge 25). 

(iil 
(iiil 

(iv) God did not chose us because we were such, but 

c. So that no one may boast before God [v. 29) .  

2. No, it was not because of man’s wisdom, but He chose to 
save humble individuals through the preaching of the 
Gospel (vv. 18, 21b, 23-24, 30-31). 
a. The gospel is God’s message of salvation. 

(il It is the preaching of the cross which is the 
saving message. 

(iil The Spirit, according to His sovereign will, 
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accompanies the preached Word with His saving 
power. 

saved by means of this preaching. 
(ivl This is the only way appointed by God. 

(iiil When a man is quickened and responds, he is 

(vl This is how you came to know Christ, and this 
is the only way anyone in the world will be 
saved. 

b. But if you rely on your own wisdom, you will perish 
(v. 18al. 
(il If you think that the preaching of the cross 

is despicable and foolish, you are among the 
per i sh ing . 

(iil Even as Naaman thought the pure waters of the 
the rivers of Damascus were more fit to be 
cleansed of his leprosy than the muddy waters 
of the Jordan which the Lord had chosen, even 
so the method you choose to acquire salvation 
may seem wiser in your own eyes, yet if it not 
of God’s choosing, it will be futile ( 2  Kings 
5: 1-14). 

(iiil And so all the schemes which men devise to 
provide salvation for themselves and their 
houses must come to nothing. 

c. But if you trust in the wisdom of God, you will be 
saved (18b, 21b, 23, 24). 
(il The Gospel is to those being saved ”the power 

of God” (v. 18bl. 
”God was well-pleased through the foolishness 
of the message preached to save those who 
believe” (v. 21bl. 
To the Jews the preaching of a crucified 
Christ is a stumbling block, and to the 
Gentiles it is foolishness, ”but to those who 
are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God” [v. 

(iil 

(iiil 

23-24). 

d. You see, in this way, you who are saved may only 
boast in the Lord (vv. 30, 311. 
(il By God’s doing you are in Christ. 

(a1 It is by His electing grace. 
(bl By His effectual calling. 
(cl That you are in union with Christ. 

(iil In Christ, He has supplied you with wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. 
(a) The wisdom to know the path of salvation. 
(bl The righteousness to make you just before 

God. 
(cl The sanctification positionally before 

God now, and worked out in your life by 
increasing fruits of righteousness. 
And your redemption from the marketplace (dl 
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(iiil 

(ivl 

(Vl 

of sin, that you should no longer be a 
slave of sin, but of righteousness. 

Therefore, you cannot boast in yourself, but 
in the Lord. 

Salvation is all of God. 
You did nothing to save yourself, indeed, 
there was nothing you could have done. 
God did it all for you in Christ. 
This brings salvation into the grasp of 
the meanest individual. 
You do not need to see miraculous signs. 
You do not need a great intellect. 
All you need is a childlike faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. To trust in Him alone 
for salvation. 
In this way, God alone receives all the 
glory for your salvation. 

This, in God’s wisdom, was the means by which 
He chose to save, that which what would 
glorify Him the most: that is, that man would 
be absolutely dependent upon God for His 
salvation. That, just as it is written ”The 
one who boasts, let him boast in the Lord!” 
Do not thank yourself for your salvation from 
sin, but give God all the glory and praise. 
Amen! 


