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“How to Make Godly Decisions, Part 1” 
(Lord’s Day School, 6-3-01) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Have you ever asked yourself the question, “What is God’s will for my 
life?”  Have you ever thought in any given circumstance what it was that God wanted you 
to do?  How you ever wondered if you can really know with any certainty that what you 
are doing is right?  I’m sure that we’ve all asked ourselves questions like this at one time 
or another, especially when we have been confronted with situations and decisions that 
seem to have been beyond our ability to deal with.  And this can create problems, because 
the Lord tells us that if we can’t make our decisions with the confidence that we are 
doing the right thing, if we can’t make those decisions in faith, then we are actually doing 
wrong.  We are sinning.   
  What we will look at over the next several Lord’s Days is how we can know God’s 
will and how we can make decisions that we can be confident have the Lord’s blessing 
upon them.  We will look first at the difference between God’s decretive will, or His 
secret will, and His preceptive will, or His revealed will.  Then we will look at His 
revealed will and how to make decisions based on it, which will be the largest part of this 
class.  And finally, we will look at how to make decisions when it appears as though His 
revealed will doesn’t give us enough information, such as in cases like marriage or 
career.  This morning, we will deal very briefly with the first subject and then move into 
the second.   
 
I.  First of all, let’s deal with the question of the difference between God’s secret will and 

His revealed will.   
A.  What is God’s secret will?  It is His sovereign plan, His decree.  It is what He has 

willed will actually take place in this world.   
1.  When did God make this plan?  In eternity, before He made anything.   
2.  What does His plan include?  Absolutely everything that has, is now, or will 

take place.   
3.  How do we know that God has such a plan?   

a.  He tells us in His Word.  The clearest verse is Ephesians 1:11.  Paul writes, 
“Also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to 
His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will.”   

b.  Certainly, when we think about what God is like, we can’t arrive at any other 
conclusion.   
(i)  Is God limited or unlimited, is He finite or infinite?  He is unlimited or 

infinite.   
(ii)  Does this infinity also apply to His knowledge?  Yes.   
(iii)  If God is unlimited, then how much does He know?  Everything.   
(iv)  How long has God known everything?  He has always known it.   
(v)  If God knows all things, then is it possible for Him to do anything 

without knowing what will happen when He does?  No, He knows 
everything before it happens.   

(vi)  If He knows what will happen, and still decides that He will allow it to 
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take place, then would we say that God is willing or unwilling that they 
these things take place?  He is willing.   

(vii)  Could God stop something from happening if He wanted to?  Yes.  If 
He doesn’t stop something, knowing that it’s going to take place ahead of 
time, then God must be willing that it take place.   

(viii)  What does this tell us about everything that takes place?  It is God’s 
will.   

 
4.  Now if this is the case with God’s decretive or secret will, then how can we 

know whether or not we are living according to it?   
a.  Can we ever really choose anything that it not according to God’s will in this 

sense?  No.   
b.  If we actually do something we planned to do, then we can know that it was 

God’s will that we do it.  If it wasn’t, then He would have stopped us.   
c.  We have already seen that He has the power to stop us from doing anything.  

If He allows us to follow through on any of our plans, then it was a part of 
His secret or decretive will.   

 
B.  But now, how will this help us to make godly decisions?  How will this help us do 

God’s will?  It won’t.   
1.  Why not?  Because God decrees all the sinful actions of men as well as their 

good actions.  (Ex. of young man who believed that he was not responsible for 
his actions).   

2.  Should we ever make decisions based on God’s secret will?  Is this what the 
Lord intends?  No, because every choice we make and are able to carry out is a 
part of that will.   

3.  If the Lord doesn’t intend for us to make our choices based on His secret will, 
then what did He intend for us to make our decisions by?  His revealed will.   
a.  Moses writes in Deuteronomy 29:29, “The secret things belong to the LORD 

our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we 
may observe all the words of this law.”  The secret things belong to Him.  
Only the things He reveals belong to us.   

b.  According to this verse, what is God’s revealed will?  His Law.  What then 
are we to make our decisions by?  His holy Law.  How well should we know 
them then?  The more we can learn about His Law, or His Ten 
Commandments, the better equipped we will be to make godly decisions.   

c.  I would like to point out that there are actually three uses of the Law.  Do you 
know what they are?   
(i)  The first is what we’ve just seen:  it is to be the rule that we live by.  It is 

which is to guide our decision making process.   
(ii)  The second follows nicely on our last topic.  It is also that which convicts 

and convinces us of sin.  How do we know what sin is?  John writes, 
“Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is 
lawlessness” (1 John 3:4).  Sin is lawlessness or the absence of law.  
Which law do you think John had in mind when he wrote this?  God’s 
Law.  The better you know the Law of God, the more easily you will be 
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able to use it to convict and convince those you evangelize that they are 
law-breakers, under God’s wrath, and therefore in need of Christ.  In this 
sense, the law is a tutor, a school-master, to lead us to Christ.   

(iii)  The third use of the law is to restrain sin.  When a person knows that 
something is against God’s will and that He threatens to punish those who 
commit it, it tends to make them sin less.  Consider your own life and how 
many times the threatenings of the Lord have been useful to turn you away 
from one sin or another.   

 
II.  Seeing that God desires us to make our decisions based on His revealed will, let’s 

begin to refresh our memories on what that Law says.  This morning, we will finish 
our time by looking at the first commandment, in which the Lord tells us, “You shall 
have no other gods before Me” (Ex. 20:3).  Now the first four commandments have to 
do with our relationship with God.  But since as Christians our relationship with God 
is central in our lives, these are also very practical and will help us to make the right 
kinds of choices.   
A.  The first thing this tells us is that God will not allow us to have anything in our 

lives that we love more than Him, that we prefer before Him.   
1.  In the Hebrew, the expression is very strong, “There shall never be to you 

strange gods before My face.”  This means that the Lord had better never catch 
us giving our devotion to anything else more than to Him.  Where is God’s face?  
It is everywhere, as He is everywhere.   

2.  What are the different kinds of things that can capture our hearts?   
a.  Persons:  Husband, wife, children, sports figures, actors, etc.   
b.  Possessions:  Car, house, money, music, movies, etc.   
c.  Vocations:  Doctor, lawyer, politician, professor, etc.   
d.  Positions:  Authority:  ecclesiastical, judicial, governmental, etc.   
e.  Recreations:  Baseball, football, basketball, boxing, skiing, golf, etc.   
f.  As well, of course, as other gods.   

 
3.  The Larger Catechism gives us an even greater understanding of what this 

commandment forbids.  It reads, “What are the sins forbidden in the first 
commandment?  A. The sins forbidden in the first commandment are, Atheism, 
in denying, or not having a God;(1) Idolatry, in having or worshipping more 
gods than one, or any with or instead of the true God;(2) the not having and 
avouching him for God, and our God;(3) the omission or neglect of any thing 
due to him, required in this commandment;(4) ignorance,(5) forgetfulness,(6) 
misapprehensions,(7) false opinions,(8) unworthy and wicked thoughts of 
him;(9) bold and curious searching into his secrets;(10) all profaneness,(11) 
hatred of God;(12) self-love,(13) self-seeking,(14) and all other inordinate and 
immoderate setting of our mind, will, or affections upon other things, and taking 
them off from him in whole or in part;(15) vain credulity,(16) unbelief,(17) 
heresy,(18) misbelief,(19) distrust,(20) despair,(21) incorrigibleness(22) and 
insensibleness under judgments(23), hardness of heart,(24) pride,(25) 
presumption,(26) carnal security,(27) tempting of God;(28) using unlawful 
means,(29) and trusting in unlawful means;(30) carnal delights and joys;(31) 
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corrupt, blind, and indiscreet zeal;(32) lukewarmness,(33) and deadness in the 
things of God;(34) estranging ourselves, and apostatizing from God;(35) 
praying, or giving any religious worship, to saints, angels, or any other 
creatures;(36) all compacts and consulting with the devil,(37) and hearkening to 
his suggestions;(38) making men the lords of our faith and conscience;(39) 
slighting and despising God and his commands;(40) resisting and grieving of his 
Spirit,(41) discontent and impatience at his dispensations, charging him 
foolishly for the evils he inflicts on us;(42) and ascribing the praise of any good 
we either are, have, or can do, to fortune,(43) idols,(44) ourselves,(45) or any 
other creature(46)” (105).   

 
B.  It also tells us on the other hand that we must love the true God above all things.   

1.  God made us for this purpose.  Again, the WLC reads, “What are the duties 
required in the first commandment? A. The duties required in the first 
commandment are, the knowing and acknowledging of God to be the only true 
God, and our God;(1) and to worship and glorify him accordingly,(2) by 
thinking,(3) meditating,(4) remembering,(5) highly esteeming,(6) honouring,(7) 
adoring,(8) choosing,(9) loving,(10) desiring,(11) fearing of him;(12) believing 
him;(13) trusting,(14) hoping,(15) delighting,(16) rejoicing in him;(17) being 
zealous for him;(18) calling upon him, giving all praise and thanks,(19) and 
yielding all obedience and submission to him with the whole man;(20) being 
careful in all things to please him,(21) and sorrowful when in any thing he is 
offended;(22) and walking humbly with him(23)” (104).   

2.  The key here is that we are to love Him.  Moses writes in Deuteronomy 6:4-5, 
“Hear, O Israel!  The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!  And you shall love 
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
might.”  Christ echoes the same thing in Mark 12:30.  Obviously, we are to love 
nothing more than Him.   

 
C.  Now how can the knowledge of what God wills for us in the first commandment 

help us to make godly decisions?   
1.  What does it say about where we should put our affections?   

a.  Sometimes our decisions come down to wanting to have something because 
we can’t live without it.  We have to be careful here, because sometimes it 
can possess us to the point where we desire it more than God.   

b.  A possession is something that we are to possess, not something that 
possesses us.  If it does, then for us it is sin.  We must avoid it.   

c.  If a person, an actor, a sports figure, or anything else captures our hearts so 
that we neglect God, we need to separate ourselves from it.  We must avoid 
it, whatever it is.  (I would refer you to the evening sermons on mortification 
for this, for when this happens, we need to kill that sin, before it kills us).   

 
2.  How could this help us in our choice of a vocation?   

a.  We need to make sure that the Lord has called us to a particular position by 
giving us the giftedness and the desire to do it for His glory.   

b.  If the only reason we want to do it is because it feeds our pride, by making us 
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look more important in the eyes of others, then we need to avoid it.   
 

3.  How will it regulate what sports we play, or what sports we watch?   
4.  Most of all, how will this help us to determine what religion to follow?   

a.  If we are to have the true God as our God, and have no strange gods before 
His face, then it eliminates all other religions and leaves us with Christianity 
alone.   

b.  And of course, we will want to find the purest expression of that faith that we 
can, which means we will want to find a Reformed Church.   

c.  But above all, it will show us that we cannot serve and honor God on our 
own.  If we are to have the true God, we must come through His Son, the 
Lord Jesus Christ.   

 
 
 
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
Walk according to His commandments.   
 
Prov. 3:5-6.   
 
Read His book of Providence.   
 
Doesn’t tell us how to fix cars, but does tell us how to do it to the glory of God.   


