
“The Widow’s Mite” 

(Mark 12:41-44) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Interesting that take up this topic this morning,  

a.  Considering what saw last Lord’s Day evening  

b.  Regarding error of Health and Wealth movement:   

(i)  Idea that God promises to heal all your sicknesses,  

(ii)  If you have enough faith,  

(iii)  And that He will give you  

(iv)  All the money you want  

(v)  If willing to plant seed in faith –  

(a)  Give to particular ministry –  

(b)  And have faith to receive.   

 

c.  We noted God’s will  

(i)  In many cases is that you not be made well  

(ii)  To teach you to rely on Him more,  

 

d.  And that it’s His will in most cases   

(i)  That you not be rich,  

(ii)  Since riches destroy almost all who have them.   

(iii)  God only gives riches  

(a)  To few to whom also gives grace  

(b)  Not to be ensnared by them.   

 

2.  But need to understand  

a.  That doesn’t mean God won’t provide,  

b.  Even abundantly beyond what you need,  

c.  If faithful in your stewardship to Him.   

(i)  The Puritans –  

(a)  Who were as far  

(b)  From health and wealth movement  

(c)  As you can get –  

 

(ii)  Firmly believed that giving  

(a)  Was way to increase your riches –  

(b)  Both in this life and that to come.   

 

(iii)  If faithful to worship God  

(a)  With the first of your increase,  

(b)  And beyond that in offerings,  

(c)  He will be faithful to bless  
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(d)  What you have and increase it  

(e)  For your good and good of family,  

(f)  And be storing up treasures in heaven  

(g)  Where no one can take from you.   

 

(iv)  This morning, see giving commended by our Lord.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Last week,  

a.  Saw warning He gave in the Temple  

(i)  Against pride and hypocrisy of scribes –  

(ii)  Against pride in drawing attention to self –  

(a)  We should be seeking to draw attention to Lord,  

(b)  Letting light shine so as to glorify Father in heaven –  

 

(iii)  And against hypocrisy –  

(a)  Against pretending to be godly  

(b)  When really worldly.   

 

b.  Need to purify your heart  

(i)  Through faith in Jesus –  

  By trusting Him –  

(ii)  Need to let His Spirit  

(a)  Work a purity/holiness in your heart  

(b)  That will work itself out in your life.   

 

c.  You need a true godliness,  

(i)  Not a veneer.   

(ii)  Veneer won’t help you  

(a)  On the Day of God’s Judgment:   

(b)  Only true holiness will –  

(1)  The evidence of a godly life  

(2)  That argues a changed heart.   

 

2.  Now see Jesus go  

a.  To where He can watch people  

(i)  Making their contributions  

(ii)  To the worship of God’s house  

(iii)  To teach us a lesson on giving.   

 

b.  This morning, let’s look at four things:   

(i)  That giving is part of worship God requires.   

(ii)  That you shouldn’t be concerned if you don’t have much to give since 

Lord looks at the sacrifice, not the amount.   

(iii)  That need to make sure you give with right motives.   

(iv)  Know that God will bless you if you do.   
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II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider that giving is a part of the worship God desires from us.   

1.  Jesus, having finished His teaching  

a.  Sat down across from treasury  

(i)  And was watching  

(ii)  Those who had come for the Passover feast  

(iii)  Putting money in the boxes.   

 

b.  Why were they doing this?   

(i)  Because it was something the Lord commanded  

(ii)  As part of worship.   

 

c.  Apparently, were thirteen chests  

(i)  Located in the Court of the Women  

(ii)  With trumpet shaped openings/mouths  

(iii)  To receive various offerings:   

(a)  Nine to receive what was legally due by worshippers,  

(b)  Four for free will offerings,  

(c)  For the maintenance of the Temple worship (Edersheim).   

 

2.  Today, Temple worship has been fulfilled and passed away,  

But the need to support the worship  

The Lord instituted in its place, remains.   

a.  In Old Covenant, Lord required tithe or tenth  

(i)  To be given to Him to support His worship.   

(ii)  This was true even before the institution of the Old Covenant.   

(a)  Abraham paid a tithe to Melchizedek (Gen. 14:20; Heb. 7:6).   

(b)  When Jacob left his father’s house to go to Paddam-Aram,  

(1)  He vowed to give the Lord a tenth  

(2)  Of all He would give him (Gen. 28:22).   

 

(c)  When the Law was given  

(1)  He commanded that His people give a tenth  

(2)  Of all He blessed them with,  

(3)  To support those who labored in Temple  

(4)  Since they weren’t given land inheritance:   

(5)  “All the tithe of the land, of the seed of the land or of the fruit of 

the tree, is the LORD’S; it is holy to the LORD” (Lev. 27:30).   

(6)  “To the sons of Levi, behold, I have given all the tithe in Israel for 

an inheritance, in return for their service which they perform, the 

service of the tent of meeting” (Num. 18:21).   

(7)  The Levites, in turn, were to tithe of that tithe to support the priests:  

“Moreover, you shall speak to the Levites and say to them, ‘When 

you take from the sons of Israel the tithe which I have given you 

from them for your inheritance, then you shall present an offering 
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from it to the LORD, a tithe of the tithe. . . .  So you shall also 

present an offering to the LORD from your tithes, which you receive 

from the sons of Israel; and from it you shall give the LORD’S 

offering to Aaron the priest” (vv. 26, 28).   

(8)  And so all who served the Lord in His Temple/Tabernacle  

(9)  Were cared for from the tithe of God’s people.   

 

(d)  NB:  The tithe was given to God –  

(1)  And God gave it to those who served Him in the Temple.   

(2)  The people weren’t giving to the Levites or priests.   

(3)  They weren’t paying their salary.   

(4)  They were doing their duty to God.   

(5)  And God used it to support His workers.   

 

b.  In New Covenant,  

(i)  The requirement  

(a)  To give to support worship still applies,  

(b)  Since are those who devote full time to ministry.   

(c)  Paul writes, “Do you not know that those who perform sacred services 

eat the food of the temple, and those who attend regularly to the altar 

have their share from the altar?  So also the Lord directed those who 

proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:13-

14).   

 

(ii)  This support is to come from the tithes and offerings of God’s people.   

(a)  Jesus said to the Pharisees:   “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 

hypocrites!  For you tithe mint and dill and cummin, and have 

neglected the weightier provisions of the law: justice and mercy and 

faithfulness; but these are the things you should have done without 

neglecting the others” (Matt. 23:23).   

(1)  He didn’t reprove them for their tithing –  

(2)  This was part of their obedience –  

(3)  But not to neglect the more serious matters.   

 

(b)  He undoubtedly required this of His disciples as well.   

(1)  This was the pattern before the Law,  

(2)  And the requirement under the Law.  

(3)  Since the need still exists to support the Lord’s work,  

(4)  The requirement must still be in force.   

(5)  Some believe the blessings of the New Covenant  

(6)  Oblige us even further.   

 

(c)  This can be hard to receive,  

(1)  Since our happiness and preservation  

(2)  Is largely connected to money.   

(3)  But after we see what Lord has promised  
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(4)  For those who are faithful in this area  

(5)  It shouldn’t be.   

 

B.  Second, don’t be concerned that the Lord hasn’t given you that much to give:  He 

looks at the sacrifice, not the amount.   

1.  As Jesus watched,  

a.  He saw the rich  

(i)  Making large contributions  

(ii)  To the treasury.   

 

b.  But then He saw a poor widow  

(i)  Put in two small copper coins,  

(ii)  That amounted to one cent.   

 

c.  He then called disciples  

(i)  And said, “Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the 

contributors to the treasury.”   

(ii)  By which meant either  

(a)  She put in more than any one  

(b)  Or more than all of them combined.   

 

d.  How can that be,  

(i)  Since all she put in was one cent –  

(ii)  An amount equal to 1/128 of a denarius,  

(iii)  Or 1/128 of a day’s wage –  

(iv)  While they were putting in such large amounts?   

 

e.  Jesus said it’s because they gave out of their surplus –  

(i)  They had far more than they needed  

(ii)  And when they gave, had plenty left over –  

(iii)  But she gave out of her poverty,  

(a)  All she owned,  

(b)  All she had to live on.   

 

2.  The Lord doesn’t measure what you give  

a.  By the amount only,  

b.  But by what you have.   

(i)  If you have a lot  

(a)  You might give a lot,  

(b)  But it might not be that much in God’s eyes  

(c)  Because it’s not that great a sacrifice.   

 

(ii)  But if you have little,  

(a)  And give little,  

(b)  The Lord will count it of more value  

(c)  If it’s a greater sacrifice.   
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(iii)  You don’t have to have a lot, to give a lot.   

 

C.  But, as we warned last Lord’s Day evening,  

1.  You have to be careful  

a.  That what you do for the Lord  

b.  You do with right motives.   

(i)  Don’t give primarily to receive;  

(ii)  Don’t give to become rich.   

(iii)  Give because you love the Lord,  

(iv)  Because you want to honor and obey Him,  

(v)  Because of what He’s given you.   

 

c.  Give with desire to glorify Him, and advance His cause.   

 

2.  If you do this,  

a.  It will bring joy to the heart of your Savior.   

(i)  Remember, Jesus is still a man, as well as God –  

(ii)  And ever will be –  

(iii)  And so you can increase His blessedness  

(iv)  By seeking to honor Him.   

 

b.  If you love Him,  

(i)  This what you’ll seek to do.    

(ii)  It will be your pleasure to bring Him pleasure.   

 

D.  Finally –  

 And this is the part that will make this duty more desirable –  

 If you do this, it will be His pleasure  

 To bless you for your faithfulness in this area.   

1.  This widow gave all she had,  

a.  Even the money she had for food that day.   

b.  We’re not really told why,  

(i)  But it wouldn’t be a stretch to assume –  

(a)  That because of her willingness to give it,  

(b)  And fact Lord takes notice of it –  

 

(ii)  That she did it out of real love,  

(a)  With a view to His promise  

(b)  That He would bless those  

(c)  Who are faithful to Him.   

(d)  Paul writes, “Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap 

sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.  

Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to 

make all grace abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency in 
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everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed; as it is 

written, ‘HE SCATTERED ABROAD, HE GAVE TO THE POOR, 

HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS ENDURES FOREVER’” (2 Cor. 9:6-9).   

 

(iii)  She had little –  

(a)  Something that might have  

(b)  Provided food for that day.   

 

(iv)  But instead of using it for that  

(a)  She gave it to the Lord.   

(b)  And because it was all she had,  

(c)  The Lord counted it as much:   

(1)  She sowed bountifully,  

(2)  And so she would reap bountifully:   

(3)  The Lord would take care of her.   

 

2.  Let’s not make the mistake of the health and wealth movement:   

a.  The majority of these blessings are for heaven:   

(i)  Jesus says, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 

and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for 

yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and 

where thieves do not break in or steal; for where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:19-21).   

(ii)  Joseph Hall writes, “Christianity teaches me that what I charitably give 

alive, I carry with me dead; and experience teaches me that what I leave 

behind, I lose.  I will carry that treasure with me by giving it, which the 

worldling loses by keeping it; so, while his corpse shall carry nothing but a 

winding cloth to his grave, I shall be richer under the earth than I was 

above it.”   

 

b.  But can’t exclude that blessings also break through on earth.   

(i)  This widow looked to the Lord to take care of her that day.   

(ii)  The bountiful reaping, Paul speaks of, is fulfilled partly on earth.   

(iii)  The Lord will take care of you, if faithful in stewardship.   

(a)  This may very well be  

(1)  Why we struggle more than we need to financially:   

(2)  Because we haven’t yet learned secret  

(3)  Of receiving the Lord’s provision.   

 

(b)  This isn’t a recipe for riches –  

(1)  But what Jesus says is nonetheless true,  

(2)  “Give, and it will be given to you.  They will pour into your lap a 

good measure – pressed down, shaken together, and running over.  

For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in 

return” (Luke 6:38).   
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c.  May God give us the grace  

(i)  To learn from the example of this widow  

(a)  Who took the burden of her care  

(b)  And put it in the Lord’s hands .   

 

(ii)  Salvation comes purely  

(a)  By trusting the Lord alone for salvation.   

(1)  But He would have us trust Him  

(2)  For other things as well.   

 

(b)  And so trust the Lord;  

(1)  Be faithful with your stewardship 

(2)  Looking towards His promises  

(3)  Knowing He will give you everything you need.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


