
 

“The Wheat and the Tares” 
(Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  You will remember that our Lord, in this chapter, is giving us several pictures to explain to us what 
His kingdom in this world will be like between the time He sets it up and the time it reaches its goal.  In other words, 
He is showing us His plans, the blueprints to His kingdom.  A contractor, before he can begin to build anything, 
must first have blueprints, the plans from the architect, so that he will know what he is building and how to build it.  
The workers also need to see the plans, so that they too will know how most effectively to put it together.  Most of 
you children know that building with Legos is much easier if you have a picture or a constructopedia to show you 
how to do it.  Jesus is giving us His plans which were all laid down in eternity, so that we will know what to do.  
They tell us what we are building, how to build it, what we can expect the building to be like, and what will happen 
to it when it is finished.  Jesus told us how to build it in the parable of the Sower:  by sowing the Word of God in the 
field of the world.  He also told us what the different reactions to that Word would be, and who it is who causes 
those reactions:  God is the One who sovereignly opens the eyes and ears of His people, but further hardens those 
who reject His Word.  This morning, He is going to tell us something of what the kingdom will be like while it is 
being built in the parable of the wheat and the tares.  What He says here is that  
 
  There will be both believers and unbelievers included in it, until they are separated at the final judgment.   
 
I.  Jesus again uses the familiar illustration of a man sowing his field to describe His kingdom, only this time 

for a different reason.   
A.  Again the man carefully prepares his field to get rid of the things that would hurt his crops and lessen his 

harvest.   
1.  We would assume that this is the case, since after all the necessary care is given to the soil and the good 

seed is planted, the servants are surprised to find that there are tares growing in the field.   
2.  But when everything is finished, he sits back and waits for the harvest.   
 

B.  Unknown to him, at night, while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came quietly, and secretly sowed tares 
among the wheat.   
1.  A tare is a plant that look just like wheat when it first sprouts, but which doesn’t bear any fruit when it 

matures.   
2.  This means that until they reach the point where they begin to bear fruit, you really can’t tell the 

difference between them.   
3.  When this enemy had done his work, he went away.   
 

C.  Now no one really suspected anything until the plants began to mature.   
1.  Then it became plain that the tares were also there.  The slaves didn’t know what to make of it.  The 

master had done everything right, but now these worthless plants were throughout his field.   
2.  And so they came to the master to ask him about it.  And knowing that it couldn’t have happened any 

other way, he immediately knew, “An enemy has done this!”   
3.  “What should we do?,” the servants ask.  “Do you want us to go and pull out the tares now?”   
4.  “Don’t do that,” the master replies, “If you do, you might pull some of the wheat out with it.  The only 

thing that can be done is to leave them alone and allow them both to grow with the wheat until the 
harvest.  Then I will tell the reapers to gather up the tares in bundles to burn them, but to gather my wheat 
into my barn.”   

 
II.  Now thankfully, this is one of three parables that Jesus explains in this chapter, which means that though 

there may be some disagreement on what the other parables mean, there shouldn’t be as much on this 
one.   
A.  But there may still be some.  Remember what we saw last week.  The truth of the kingdom is a family secret.  

It is only for God’s children to know, which is why Jesus spoke to them in parables in the first place.   
1.  Jesus said to His disciples, “To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, 

but to them it has not been granted” (v. 11).  That is, “It has pleased the Father to open your eyes and to 
declare His will and ways to you.  But it has not pleased the Father to reveal it to them.”   
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2.  And so what does Jesus do?  When He finishes speaking this parable and those of the mustard seed and 
leaven, He leaves the multitude and goes into the house.  Those who heard Him were really no better off 
for what they had heard.  They didn’t understand it, because that truth wasn’t for them.   

3.  But because this parable was meant to hide the truth from those who are outside of the family, it’s also a 
little unclear to the disciples what Jesus meant by this field full of wheat and the tares.  And so they came 
to Him to ask Him:  “Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field” (v. 36).   
a.  This is the same thing that our Lord encourages us to do, whenever we find that we lack the wisdom 

and knowledge that we need.  James writes, “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who 
gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him” (James 1:5).  We 
should seek Him for the answers.   

b.  But we need to learn from the example of the disciples not be afraid to admit that we don’t know the 
answer.  This is usually what keeps us from coming to the Lord.  We don’t want to admit to ourselves 
that we don’t know the answers.  Sometimes our pride won’t let us.  If we would only learn to 
swallow our pride, humble ourselves and come to Him right away, we could save ourselves a great 
deal of wasted time and suffering.   

c.  The Lord stands ready to teach us and to help us to do what He calls us to do.  But we must confess 
our weakness and our dependence on Him, before He will.   

 
B.  The disciples don’t know what the parable means, and so they ask Jesus to explain it, and He does.   

1.  He begins, “The One who sows the good seed is the Son of Man” (v. 37).   
a.  This isn’t hard to understand.  The One who sows the good seed is Christ.  He is the Lord of the field.  

He is also the Lord of the harvest.  As we saw in the parable of the sower, He is the primary One who 
sows the seed of the Gospel, for He is the One who began to preach it in all its fullness, since He is 
the One who came that there might be a Gospel.   

b.  But He is also the One who gives the Gospel success.  All the reading, witnessing and preaching of the 
Word would do no good at all, if it were not for His blessing.  He is the One who prepares the soil of 
the heart by His Spirit.  He is the One who causes the Gospel seed to take root and to grow.  And He 
is the One who causes it to bear more or less fruit, according to His will.  All of these things depend 
upon Him.  He is the One who sows the good seed.   

 
2.  “The good seed,” He says, “These are the sons of the kingdom.”   

a.  I will come back to the field in a moment.   
b.  But notice that the “good seed” are Christians.  Here it is not the Gospel, but what the Gospel with 

Christ’s blessing produces, as we just saw.  They are not those who merely profess to be the sons of 
the kingdom, as the Jews did, but they are those who actually are the sons of the kingdom, and show 
that they are by their love and obedience to their Master.   

c.  This is the good seed that Christ sows in the field.   
 

3.  “The tares are the sons of the evil one.”   
a.  These are the devil’s children, those who are under his power, the citizens of his kingdom.  These are 

the ones who don’t love the Lord or walk in His ways, who seek their own pleasure, and not to please 
the Lord.   

b.  And because they are the citizens of the devil’s kingdom, though they may not even realize it, they are 
the enemies of God, and everything they do tends to stand in the way of His kingdom.   

 
4.  “The enemy who sowed them is the devil.”   

a.  Now when Jesus says that the devil is the one who sows the tares into the field, we are not to think that 
he somehow takes neutral men, those who are neither good nor evil, and makes them evil, even as 
Jesus takes evil men and makes them good, for the Bible tells us that everyone who is born into the 
world is already evil (Psalm 51:5; Rom. 3:10-18).   

b.  Rather, we are to understand that the devil already did this in the root of the human race:  in Adam and 
Eve.  He is the one who corrupted them through his temptations.  He is the one who brought about 
their fall, and through that this terrible sowing of wicked men through procreation.   

c.  It is these fallen sons of Adam that Christ redeems to Himself and makes good.  The devil only 
continues to control those who are already under his dominion, because of the fall of our first parents.   
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5.  “The harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels.”   
a.  At the end of human history, when the kingdom will have fulfilled His purpose, our Lord will send 

forth His angels to gather together all of the people who are still alive, as well as those who have 
previously lived and died, to bring them to judgment.   

b.  There, every man, woman, and child who ever lived will be judged according to the things they have 
done.  Those who have lived a life of sin and evil will be judged for that evil.  And those who have 
forsaken their sins and have fled for refuge in Christ will be delivered from their evil.   

c.  After the judgment, the angels will take the tares, or the unbelievers, and cast them into the fiery 
furnace where they will be burned forever.   

d.  But the righteous will be welcomed into their eternal home by Christ, where they will live with Him 
forever in a world of perfect love and happiness.   

 
6.  The only thing that is left to understand now is what is meant by the field.  Jesus says, “The field is the 

world.”   
a.  Now there are differences of opinion as to what this field is.   

(i)  Some believe that it refers to the church, the church spread throughout the world.  After all, the 
church is the visible expression of the invisible kingdom of heaven.  This is what Jesus is 
describing for us in this chapter.  He says that the church is the world because it is throughout the 
whole world.  It is the universal church.  Those who hold to this position also say that Jesus 
doesn’t use the word church very much at this point, since the idea of church isn’t that clear to His 
hearers yet.   

(ii)  Others, however, believe that when He says the field is the world, He means the world -- i.e., the 
whole inhabited earth.  That is, after all, what the word “world” means.   

 
b.  I tend to think that the second view is right.  The field is the whole world.   

(i)  It would seem strange if Jesus was speaking only about the church, since there are many other 
things in these parables which clearly have to do with the whole earth.   

(ii)  It also wouldn’t make very much sense in light of what He says about the harvest.  If the field is 
the church, then the harvesting and judgment mentioned at the end of the parable would be 
referring only to the church.  But clearly, the harvest is more widespread than that.  This is the 
final judgment of the whole world.   

(iii)  We also need to recognize that while sometimes the kingdom of heaven refers only to the visible 
church, it can also refer to all of Creation.  Jesus told His disciples in the Great Commission, “All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth” (Matt. 28:18).  Christ has been made Lord 
of all, so that He might rule over all things for the good of His church.   

 
c.  But if this is the case, that the field is the world and not the church, then why does the master in the 

parable tell his servants to leave the tares alone and allow them to grow together with the wheat until 
the harvest?  If the tares are all outside of the church, why not harvest them now and be rid of them?  
Those who believe that the field is the church say that Jesus does this to protect the wheat.  But if 
these tares are in the world, why not root them out?  And how could rooting them out hurt the wheat?   
(i)  Well for one thing, we need to remember that the Lord has not given us the authority to pass 

judgment on and to destroy the unbeliever.  The power of the sword is only in the hands of the 
civil magistrate, and he alone is to execute justice on those who do what is wrong.   

(ii)  If that’s the case, why doesn’t the civil magistrate execute them?  It’s because God has not called 
the magistrate to execute unbelievers.  He has only called them to execute those who have 
committed crimes worthy of death.  Besides this, no man can see into another man’s heart to tell 
whether he is truly converted or not.  If the magistrate went around trying to uproot the tares, he 
might very well destroy some of the wheat.   

(iii)  I should also mention that all of us here were once tares, until the Lord had mercy on us.  If we 
were to root up a tare now, who’s to say that he wasn’t predestined by God to become wheat, by 
His mercy?  Also, how many tares have given birth to other tares who have become wheat?  Some 
of you might be from an unbelieving parent or parents.  Some of your parents may have already 
died unrepentant in their sins and showed themselves to be tares.  But yet the Lord had mercy on 
you.  Some of the children of unbelievers are chosen by God in eternity.  To cut off their root now 
would be forever to put an end to their fruit, to their offspring.  Only God has the authority to 
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command this, which is why the final separation must be put off until the end of the age, when He 
will make that final separation.   

(iv)  Another problem, of course, is that some of these tare do make their way into the church.  Great 
care needs to be exercised when removing any of these from the visible kingdom because of the 
possibility of injuring some of the legitimate wheat.  Sometimes the roots of the tares are entwined 
around those of the wheat, and pulling it up can injure the wheat, such as when a true believer is 
hurt because someone close to them in the church is disciplined for their sins.  Of course, there is 
also the possibility of a true believer being uprooted from the church because of a temporary fall 
into sin, which is why the doors of the church are never to be closed against them forever, but only 
until they repent and show themselves again to be true wheat.   

 
C.  The last thing I want to draw your attention to is the fact that even though this field has tares in it, it is not so 

overrun by them as to cease to be a field of wheat.   
1.  I don’t think that this means that there will ultimately be more Christians than non-Christians in the world, 

because the Lord tells us in another place that this will not be the case.   
a.  Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount, “Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide, and the way is 

broad that leads to destruction, and many are those who enter by it.  For the gate is small, and the way 
is narrow that leads to life, and few are those who find it” (Matt. 7:13-14).   

b.  There will be far more lost than saved on the day of judgment, even though the number of those who 
are saved will add up to a multitude which no man can number.   

 
2.  But what this does mean is that no matter how much the tares prevail in this world, the world is still the 

Lord’s, and He will finish the work which He has begun.   
a.  There is a day coming when He will send forth His angels to remove all the wicked of the earth, “all 

stumbling blocks and those who commit lawlessness, and will cast them into the furnace of fire,” 
where “there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (v. 42).  His enemies will one day be destroyed 
forever.   

b.  But when He does this, “Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father” 
(v. 43).  All of our sin and imperfection will be removed, and we will shine forth with all the holy 
radiance and fire of those perfectly filled with the divine and sanctifying presence of the Holy Spirit.  
Our condition will not only return to what it was in the garden of God, but will go far beyond it for all 
eternity.  If this doesn’t encourage us while we are working in the field down below, I don’t know 
what will.   

c.  In closing, I would ask you to examine your heart to see if you are of God’s wheat, or if you are of the 
tares.  If you find that you really don’t love the Father or His Son and it shows by the way you live, 
then I would invite you to take hold of Christ this morning and be saved.  Jesus is in the business of 
turning tares into wheat, and He can do that for you, if you will only trust in Him.  But if you do love 
Him and are serving Him, then rejoice!  God is preparing a kingdom for you, a kingdom which is 
glorious, and you will inherit it, because the One who promised you is faithful.  Amen.   


