
 

“The Victory of Faith, Part 4” 
Hebrews 11:32-40 

 
 
 

Introduction:  We were looking last week at the life of Samson as a man of faith, as a 
type of the Lord Jesus Christ, and as an example of what we are to be as men and women 
of God.  The primary aspect of his life that I want you to remember from what we have 
seen is the fact that his life was completely set apart to be holy to the Lord.  Remember, 
Samson was a Nazirite, one who was wholly dedicated to the service of God.  And unlike 
most of the men and women who would take this vow only for a short period of time, 
Samson was a Nazirite from the womb and remained one throughout his entire life.  The 
angel said, “The boy shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb to the day of his death” 
(Jud. 13:7).  This was a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ who was also dedicated and set 
apart to do the will of His Father, even from the womb.  His whole life was one continual 
offering of praise and worship in obedience to His commands.  And since Christ is the 
One whose image we have been predestined to become conformed to, this is what God 
desires to work in our lives as well, in those of us who have savingly trusted in Christ as 
our Lord and Savior.   
  This evening, I would like for us to continue to look at the life of this man to see 
again these three things and to learn more of what we are to be as followers of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 
I.  Let us look then at what follows the announcement of the birth of Samson.   

A.  After the angel disappeared, Manoah’s wife ran to tell her husband what the angel 
said.   
1.  What she told him must have been a great concern to him, because he set his 

heart to entreat the Lord.  And the fact that it caused him to seek the Lord with 
such earnestness, indicates that his heart must have been sensitive to His will.   
a.  The Lord was obviously doing something very special and unusual here.  It 

isn’t every day that the angel of the Lord appears to announce the birth of a 
deliverer.  And because this was something serious enough for the Lord to 
take the time to tell them about, he devoted himself to prayer that he and his 
wife might line up with what the Lord was doing.   

b.  I pray that the Lord would give us such sensitive hearts to discern the times 
and to set our hearts to seek Him.  Christ has things that He wants to 
accomplish in His church at the present time as well.  These things might be 
great, or they might be ordinary.  But if they are things He wants to do, then 
they should interest us.  And since they are things that He desires to do 
through us, this should give us all the more motivation to seek Him in prayer.  
We need direction as a church, and we need power as a people to love and 
serve Him.   

 
2.  But notice that which he does pray for.  He prays that the Lord would give them 

more specific information regarding the child that is to be born.  He prays, “O 
Lord, please let the man of God whom Thou hast sent come to us again that he 
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may teach us what to do for the boy who is to be born” (v. 8).   
a.  And the Lord answers the prayer by sending the angel, who again repeats the 

same things and tells Manoah’s wife to be careful to do all that He has said.   
b.  Now it is true that this is a special case.  The child who was to be born was 

very special to the Lord, and therefore Manoah wanted special instruction on 
how to rear him.  But I can’t help but see this in connection our own 
responsibility in what the Lord has called us to do in the rearing of our 
children.  God has made each of our children for a special purpose.  We don’t 
know at the outset what that purpose is, but we do know that the Lord unfolds 
it as our children grow and as we interact with them.  But one thing we do 
know in light of Deuteronomy 6, Ephesians 6, Colossians 3, and the whole 
book of Proverbs, and that is that He desires that we give them godly training 
in righteousness.  Let us then be exhorted by this example, and encouraged to 
do the very best that we can.  Let us seek after godly knowledge, but 
especially personal holiness, in order that we might lead our children in the 
ways of Christ.  Ultimately it is in His hands as to whether or not they will 
ever come to know Him.  But our faithfulness, as we have seen before, is one 
of the primary means by which He does save them.   May the Lord grant that 
we may see a harvest of righteousness in their precious lives.  And may the 
Lord grant a special measure of grace to you who are mothers, for you are 
undoubtedly the ones who will be spending the greatest amount of time with 
the children, instructing and disciplining them.   

 
3.  Lastly, we see Manoah and his wife, still thinking that this One they’re speaking 

with is perhaps a prophet, a man of God, offer to serve Him a meal.   
a.  But the angel said, “Though you detain me, I will not eat your food, but if 

you prepare a burnt offering, then offer it to the Lord.”   
b. Then Manoah asked Him what His name was, so that when His word came to 

pass, they might honor Him.  But He answered, “Why do you ask my name, 
seeing it is wonderful” (v. 18).  The word He uses here means 
incomprehensible.  It was above their understanding.  It was too hard to 
grasp.  It was certainly an indication of his divinity.  It is, as a matter of fact, 
from the same Hebrew root as one of the names of Christ.  Isaiah says that 
the promised Messiah who would be born would be called “Wonderful.”  
And this shouldn’t surprise us since we know that the angel of the Lord is a 
preincarnate appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.   

c.  When Manoah took the kid with his grain offering and offered it on the rock 
to the Lord, the angel performed wonders in front of them.  And when the 
flame went up from the altar toward heaven, the angel ascended in that flame.   

d.  This immediately caused Manoah and his wife to fear, for now they knew 
that this was no ordinary man, but God Himself.  Manoah said to her, “We 
shall surely die, for we have seen God” (v. 22).  But his wife very wisely 
replied, “If the Lord had desired to kill us, He would not have accepted a 
burnt offering and a grain offering from our hands, nor would He have let us 
hear things like this at this time” (v. 23).  She was right.  But why weren’t 
they destroyed when they looked at God in the face, for the Lord said to 
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Moses that no one could see His face and live (Ex. 33:20)?  It was because 
Christ is the One in whom we see the living God, but we are not destroyed, 
for it is He who has come to reconcile us with God.  I think we should also 
see in the burnt offering, the offering of Christ for our salvation, and in the 
ascension of the angel, the ascension of our Lord into glory, after He had laid 
down His life for His people.  But there are yet many more pictures of Christ 
in the account of this judge.   

e.  We read that the prophecy concerning the boy came to pass.  And when he 
was born, they named him Samson.  “And the child grew up and the Lord 
blessed him.  And the Spirit of the Lord began to stir him in Mahaneh-dan 
[the camp of Dan], between Zorah and Eshtaol” (vv. 24-25).  Here very 
similar words are applied to Samson as they were to Christ.  He grows up, is 
blessed by the Lord, and is anointed with His Spirit for the work which God 
has called Him to.  This last element, the anointing with the Spirit of God, is 
that which gave Samson his great strength.   

 
B.  Now let’s consider one event in the life of Samson before we finish this evening, 

and that is the marriage of Samson.   
1.  We read that Samson went down to Timnah and there saw a Philistine woman.   

a.  So he came back and told his father and mother, “I saw a woman in Timnah, 
one of the daughters of the Philistines; now therefore, get her for me as a 
wife” (14:1-2).   

b.  Typically, at that time, and in that culture, marriages were arranged by the 
parents for their children.  This was called betrothal.  It lasted for about a year 
before the marriage, but those who were betrothed were already regarded as 
husband and wife (Easton “Betroth”).  You will probably remember that 
Abraham sent his servant back to his home country to find a wife there for his 
son Isaac.   

c.  However, in this case, Samson is the one who asks for a particular bride.  
Now we are not told that this request was a wrong way of doing things.  
There did seem to be some exceptions to the rule of the parents making the 
decision personally.  After all Jacob had gone back to his grandfather 
Abraham’s country to find himself a wife.  And when he found one, 
realizing, again very importantly, that she met his father’s criteria, he made 
an agreement with her father, Laban, for her.   

d.  The one thing which was true in each of these cases, that I would like for us 
to consider for a moment, is the importance of parental consent in marriage.   
(i)  Today, this is hardly even taken into account.  Lip service is perhaps done 

to it when the pastor asks the question, “Who gives this woman to be 
married to this man?”  The answer which comes from the father, if he is 
still living and if the bride cares to give her father the privilege of saying 
it, is, “Her mother and I do.”   

(ii)  But where did this statement come from?  I would suggest to you that it 
comes straight out of the Bible and is a part of our culture today because 
of effects which still linger of the strong Biblical foundation our nation 
was once built upon.   
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(iii)  But I want you to realize that this tradition is more than just that.  It is a 
biblical truth that we need to take seriously, if we want to see our children 
enter into godly and biblical marriages.   

(iv)  Who has the right to tell a man whom he may marry and whom not?  I 
believe the parents do.  It is besides the point if they chose not to listen to 
what we say.  The Lord commands our children to honor us as their 
parents.  This is the fifth of the Ten Commandments, but the first one with 
a promise, “That it may be well with you, and that you may live long on 
the earth” (Eph. 6:3).  This, as you will recall, is not only a promise of a 
long life, but also a promise of a life filled with blessing, for a long life 
without it would be a curse and not a blessing.  But children -- whether 
you are an adult child or a youth -- don’t forget as well, that this command 
to honor your parents applies to you as long as your parents are alive, and 
even afterwards, to honor their memory.   

(v)  But there is an especially strong case in the Scripture for the father’s 
authority to give or to withhold his daughter’s hand in marriage.  Not only 
do we find in the Old Testament that the father has authority over his 
daughter to either allow her vow to stand or to annul it in the day she 
makes it (Numbers 30), and that a father may give or withhold his 
daughter from the man who lies with her, and that in virtually every case 
in the Old Testament a man, if he desires to marry a woman, must first 
gain the approval of her father, such as in the case of Jacob and Rachael, 
Shechem and Dinah, the sons of Benjamin and the daughters of Israel, but 
we also have a clear passage in the New Testament that this is the case.  
Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 7:36-38, “But if any man thinks that he is 
acting unbecomingly toward his virgin daughter, if she should be of full 
age, and if it must be so, let him do what he wishes, he does not sin; let her 
marry.  But he who stands firm in his heart, being under no constraint, but 
has authority over his own will, and has decided this in his own heart, to 
keep his own virgin daughter, he will do well.  So then both he who gives 
his own virgin daughter in marriage does well, and he who does not give 
her in marriage will do better.”  The father has the right to give and the 
right to withhold his daughter, depending on the circumstances and the 
suitors.   

(vi)  Now I bring this up because, no matter how much this culture has 
become corrupted by the devil, we are still bound to do things the Lord’s 
way.  And those of us who have children need to know that we need to 
take a strong leadership role in the social development, engagements and 
marriages of our children.  Parents, if you see your sons and daughters 
developing relationships with other young men or women who are not 
suitable for marriage, you need to put a stop to it.  I would suggest that 
you very carefully monitor and control their social activities, not only to 
ensure that they never put themselves into compromising positions by 
allowing them to be alone with each other, so that they will not do things 
that they will later need to repent of and be very sorry for, but also that 
they develop properly and in proper relationships.   
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(vii)  Now it’s needless to say that this goes against the grain of our culture 
and perhaps the way we were raised.  But don’t be surprised, so does the 
rest of what God calls us to do.   

(viii)  Now you might say, that if I do this, my children won’t listen to me or 
recognize this authority.  That may be true if you have already raised your 
children with the current model.  But if your children are not raised yet, 
this is the time to begin to teach them in this area, as in all others, to honor 
the Lord.  Teach them that you will have an active role in helping them 
choose a spouse.  Fathers, teach your daughters that they may only marry 
a man that has your full approval, and if they marry against your will, then 
they marry without your blessing and the blessing of God.  They marry in 
rebellion.  The same applies to your sons.  But again, if we train them 
properly, and keep them from becoming steeped in this world’s thinking 
through their social involvements and from television and movies, we will 
not find it that difficult.  I think that this reason, more than just about any 
other, is the main reason why the public schools are so dangerous.  They 
are a seedbed of rebellion and rebellious ideas.  Christian parents who put 
their children into them expose them needlessly to all kinds of evil.  We 
need to shelter our children from these influences and do all that we can to 
inculcate within them a biblical model of life and marriage, lest they fall 
prey to the same temptations to immorality that we did, if we should have 
been raised apart from that biblical model.   

(ix)  Now much more could be said about this, but this is all we will have 
time for tonight.  But please weigh carefully and consider how important it 
is that you begin to train your children now that these things are true, so 
that when they come of age, you may discharge your responsibility to do 
all in your power to ensure that they marry godly men and women.  May 
the Lord grant us His mercies in this area.  Amen.   


