
 

“The Victory of Faith, Part 3” 
(Hebrews 11:32-40) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Perhaps of all the characters who are mentioned in the Hebrews 11 hall of 
faith, none is more colorful or more well-known than Samson.  Samson is surely the 
favorite hero of every covenant boy, at least in the present time.  The reason is that, with 
all the emphasis today on sports, this is what impresses young men more than anything 
else.  Physical strength, ability and endurance are so important, and Samson seems to be 
the best biblical example of these very things.  Yes, David had his thirty mighty men, and 
they were very impressive, but there has never been anyone more physically impressive 
than Samson.   
  But yet we would have to admit, as Christians and as parents, that there was much 
left in Samson to be desired.  He may have been very strong, but he also had glaring 
weaknesses in his spiritual character, so much so that we would hesitate to recommend 
him to our children as a model to imitate.  I believe that we can always learn from the 
strengths and weaknesses of all the saints.   
  What I would like for us to do this evening is to look briefly at the life of Samson, 
to see why the author to the Hebrews chose him as an example of faith, to see how his 
life is a picture to us of the person and work of Christ, and to learn what things he fell 
into that we should try and avoid as we seek to serve the Lord.   
 
I.  First, let’s look at the unique situation surrounding the birth of Samson.   

A.  Now many years and many judges had come and gone before the birth of Samson.   
1.  Remember that the author to the Hebrews is not giving us these examples in a 

chronological order, but rather in the order in which they stand out.   
2.  Samson’s work really comes after Jephthah’s, who we’ll look at after we are 

done with Samson.   
3.  But again, we read about the very familiar situation that occurs again and again 

in the book of Judges, “Then Abdon the son of Hillel the Pirathonite died and 
was buried at Pirathon in the land of Ephraim, in the hill country of the 
Amalekites.  Now the sons of Israel again did evil in the sight of the Lord, so 
that the Lord gave them into the hands of the Philistines forty years” (Judges 
12:15-13:1).   
a.  The godly leader of the Lord’s people would die, and then the people would 

forsake Him.  They would forsake Him and begin to follow after other gods.  
Why would they do this?  Well, for one thing, most of them were not 
converted.  If they were, they would follow the Lord, whether they had a 
godly leader or not.  If someone loves the Lord, he doesn’t need to be told to 
serve the Lord.  This is something he will do instinctively.  It will be a part of 
his character.  Even during the worst times for Israel, when they had fallen 
almost entirely away from the Lord, there were always those who remained 
faithful to the true God, the remnant according to election.  Now sometimes 
the saints need encouragement, everyone does from time to time, especially 
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when things become rough.  But he will not need to be forced.  It’s only those 
who really don’t know Him and love Him that need to be badgered.  They 
need a strong leadership to hold them in check.   

b.  But what real good does a strong and godly leadership do, if many of the 
people really aren’t converted anyway?  The most important thing that it does 
is put God’s people into the way of righteousness, so that they might glorify 
Him and receive a full reward.  It also puts those who don’t know Him into 
the way of salvation, so that, if the Lord is willing, they might find God.  This 
is why the Lord gave His people godly leaders:  it was so they might lead the 
people to Him and in His ways.   

c.  How important it is, therefore, that we have leadership that will lead us into 
all the paths of God, who will not be afraid to tell us what it is that the Lord 
requires, and who are not afraid to walk in those ways as well.  Pray that the 
Lord will make your Session, both myself and the elders, godly men who will 
do so, who will study to know and be willing to declare to you all the will of 
God, and who will walk in His ways, that you may be able to walk in them as 
well.  This is the true and only way to God’s blessings.   

d.  And how important it is to have godly leadership in our homes as well.  We 
must pray that the Lord would make those of us who are the heads of our 
households, godly leaders, that we might direct our families into godly paths, 
that we might receive not only God’s temporal blessings, but especially His 
eternal blessings.   

 
B.  But it is into this situation that the Lord sends His people another judge, another 

champion who is a picture of the coming champion, who was one day to deliver 
His people from the tyranny of the devil.   
1.  The Lord appears this time to a certain woman, of the tribe of Dan.  The author 

of the book of Judges writes, “And there was a certain man of Zorah, of the 
family of the Danites, whose name was Manoah; and his wife was barren and 
had borne no children.  Then the angel of the LORD appeared to the woman” 
(13:2-3).   
a.  Here again we see an appearance of the angel of the Lord, the preincarnate 

Christ, who comes to minister freedom to His people.  Christ not only 
appears as the angel, but He also comes to create for us a picture of His future 
coming in the womb of the Virgin.   

b.  First, the angel comes and announces to her the birth of a son.  He says, 
“Behold now, you are barren and have borne no children, but you shall 
conceive and give birth to a son” (13:3).  Here is a type of the coming 
annunciation of the birth of our Lord, by the angel Gabriel.  When Gabriel 
appears to Mary, he says, “Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor 
with God.  And behold, you will conceive in your womb, and bear a son, and 
you shall name Him Jesus” (Luke 1:30-31).   

c.  Second, Samson is the firstborn son of Manoah’s wife, a child of promise.  
She, like Sarah, Rachael, and Elizabeth, was barren.  But the Lord made a 
promise to her and supernaturally opened her womb to conceive and bear this 



3 

 

child.  Mary was not barren, but she had had no children.  Mary was a virgin, 
who had never known a man.  But the Lord supernaturally opened her womb 
to conceive and give birth to the Christ.  In the fact that Mary was a Virgin, 
she is absolutely unique.   

d.  Third, Samson was given by the Lord to deliver His people from their 
enemies.  The angel says, “He shall begin to deliver Israel from the hands of 
the Philistines” (v. 5).  The Philistines were motivated by the kingdom of 
darkness, and were a picture of the oppression which that kingdom brings.  
Samson was raised up by God to destroy the Philistines and to set His people 
free.  But God sent Jesus into the world to deliver His people from a greater 
enemy, the enemy of their souls.  He is the seed of the woman who would 
crush the head of the serpent and set His people free.  He came to remove the 
power of death, which is sin, and to release His people from its power.  The 
angel said to Joseph in a dream that Mary would bear a son, and he was to 
“call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins” 
(Matt. 1:21).   

e.  As a matter of fact, even his name seems to have reference to Christ.  Samson 
means “like the sun,” that is, the sun which is in the sky.  But Christ is often 
compared to the sun in prophecy as well.  He is the “sun of righteousness” 
who will rise with healing in His wings, according to Malachi the prophet 
(Mal. 4:2).   

f.  But lastly, in connection with his birth, the angel makes it clear that this one 
was to be a Nazarite from his mother’s womb.  He says, “Now therefore, be 
careful not to drink wine or strong drink, nor eat any unclean thing.  For 
behold, you shall conceive and give birth to a son, and no razor shall come 
upon his head, for the boy shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb; and he 
shall begin to deliver Israel from the hands of the Philistines” (13:4-5).  This 
too pictures the coming Messiah.   

g.  A Nazirite was one who would dedicate himself entirely to the Lord for a 
certain period of time.  During this time he was commanded to avoid 
anything that came from the grape vine, including wine, grape juice and the 
grapes themselves, either off the vine, or dried into raisins.  Perhaps this was 
because the produce of the vine, mainly wine, was one of those things that 
men often used to corrupt themselves.  Drunkenness is often condemned in 
the Scriptures.  He was also forbidden to touch anyone who had died, 
including his father or mother.  This means that even he was to separate 
himself from even the slightest bit of pollution.  And finally, no razor was to 
be touch his hair.  Perhaps it was because for a man-made tool to cut it would 
defile it, just as the using of a tool to build an altar to the Lord would also 
defile it.  The time of this vow varied.  For some, it was for about 30 days, 
but could last as long as 100 days.  However, there were at least three men 
who were believed to be Nazirites for life:  Samuel, John the Baptist, and, of 
course, Samson.   

h.  The purpose of the Nazirite vow was that the person be made holy.  Moses 
writes, “All the days of his vow of separation . . . he shall be holy” (Num. 
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6:5).  They were pictures of the beauty of perfect holiness.  Jeremiah writes 
of them in Lamentations 4:7, “Her Nazarites were purer than snow, they were 
whiter than milk; they were more ruddy in body than corals, their polishing 
was like lapis lazuli.”  Samson’s being a Nazirite from the womb represents 
that perfect innocence, purity and holiness of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Who was it that more than anyone else dedicated Himself to the 
service of God?  And who did so perfectly for the entire length of His life?  It 
was Christ Jesus.   

i.  Samson’s birth, and especially his life, was a great type of the person and 
work of Christ, which is just another way in which the Lord, in the Old 
Covenant, was preparing and pointing His people to His Son.   

j.  But there is a lesson for us as well in the vow of the Nazirite, for the Lord 
calls us both to be holy and to follow the example of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
which is the same thing.   
(i)  A Nazirite was one who was holy to the Lord, one who separated himself 

entirely to His service.  But this is exactly what Christ did and what He 
calls us to do.  He did only those things which please the Father, and 
nothing else.  His whole life was wrapped up in fulfilling the will of the 
Father.  This is what He calls us to as well.  Peter writes, “As obedient 
children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in 
your ignorance, but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves 
also in all your behavior; because it is written, ‘YOU SHALL BE HOLY, 
FOR I AM HOLY’” (1 Pet. 1:14-16).   

(ii)  Christ calls us to be separated unto God in Him, to deny ourselves, pick 
up our crosses and follow after Him.  We are not to show that we are 
dedicated to the Lord by allowing our hair to grow long or by avoiding 
wine or strong drink, but by avoiding all sin, and giving all our time to His 
service, no matter where we are and no matter what we are doing.   

(iii)  If you are the Lord’s child here this evening, you are holy.  And unlike 
the vow which the Nazirite took, you are not to separate yourself for only 
thirty or 100 days, but like Samuel, John the Baptist and Samson, you are 
to be holy for life.  Paul writes, “If then you have been raised up with 
Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right 
hand of God.  Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are 
on earth.  For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God” 
(Col. 3:1-3).   

(iv)  When you came to Christ you died to yourself.  You are therefore no 
longer to live for yourself, but for the One who died for you and bought 
you.   

 
k.  But there is another lesson.  The Lord had a specific task that He wanted 

Samson to perform in life.  He had made him and set him apart for a purpose.  
This same thing is true of each of us.   
(i)  We may not have it given to us as conveniently as the Lord gave it to 

Manoah and his wife, but He still has a purpose for each one of us, and we 
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need to find out what it is.   
(ii)  Our purpose should be to answer the questions:  Why did He make me?  

What does He want me to do in life for His glory?  The answer may be 
that He wants you to labor for Him in a secular job, or on the mission 
field, or in the church, or in the home.   

(iii)  How do you find out?  You need to read His word, to see what vocations 
are allowed by Him.  You need to examine yourself to see what gifts He 
has given you.  You need to examine your circumstances to see how He 
has trained you Providentially.  And then you will need to watch to see 
what doors He opens and closes for you.   

(iv)  But in whatever it is that He has called you to do, He calls you to labor 
for Him, to further His kingdom, and to give Him glory.  You must never 
forget, “You have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.”   

(v)  Well, let us stop here for this evening.  But let us now pray that the Lord 
would grant us the grace this evening to be Nazirites for Him.  Christ died 
for us that we might live, let us now die to ourselves that we might live to 
Him.  And let us also seek to know what it is that the Lord has made us 
for, so that we may spend our lives for Him.  Amen.   

 


