
“The Truth of God”
(Romans 3:7-8)

I.  Introduction.  
A.  Remember in chapter 3, Paul is dealing with four objections the Jews might raise against their being lost and the Gentiles

actually being saved.  
1.  The first objection was if these things are true, then what good is it to be a Jew?  

a.  Paul says their advantages were great.  
b.  They had the means of His salvation – the things that lead up to and pointed to Christ – even though most of them

didn’t use them.  
c.  We have these advantage too and greater advantages:  

(i)  We have His Word, a greater revelation of His will that makes the OT clearer – we should read it and obey it.  
(ii)  We have prayer, access to the throne of grace – we should use it.  
(iii)  We have worship – we should attend and praise Him.  
(iv)  We have the sacraments – we should receive them in faith.  
(v)  We have Christian fellowship – we should build each other up.  
(vi)  We have the Gospel – we should believe it and share it.  
(vii)  Remember, even these advantages won’t do us any good if we don’t use them.  

 
2.  The second objection had to do with God’s faithfulness – doesn’t the fact there are lost Jews mean a breakdown in

God’s faithfulness?  
(i)  Paul says an emphatic no!  
(ii)  God is faithful to His promise to save those who believe.  
(iii)  The key is:  He never promised to save all.  
(iv)  The fact that some didn’t believe doesn’t reflect on God at all.  Rather, it stands as a warning to everyone not to

fail to trust in Him.  
(v)  Remember, God has graciously promised salvation to those who believe, and He will be faithful to that promise.  
(vi)  But He will also be faithful to judge those who don’t.  

3.  The third objection is:  If God is able to bring something good out of my sins, then isn’t it wrong of Him to judge me
for them?  Doesn’t the end (God’s glory) justify the means (my sin)?  
a.  Again, Paul says no.  
b.  God is righteous.  He doesn’t approve of sin; He hates it.  
c.  Sin defiled His world, His creation.  God must judge sin.  He can’t overlook it.  
d.  So no, God is not going to thank us for our sins.  They cost the life of His dear Son to atone for them.  
e.  He will judge those who don’t turn from their sins to Christ.  

4.  This brings us to the fourth objection, which is much like the third:  
a.  If I lie, and my lie gives God the opportunity to reveal His truth, then why should God judge me for it?  
b.  Instead, why shouldn’t I lie more, so that He can reveal more of His truth?  
c.  In other words, why shouldn’t I sin more, so that God can show more of His grace?  
d.  I think you know what Paul is going to answer by now:  He says to the Jews, “If your mind is so perverse as to

think lying is pleasing to God, then your condemnation is just; you deserve to be judged.”  
e.  God isn’t pleased with lies, but with the truth.  
f.  This morning, I want us to see two things:  

(i)  God is truth and hates all lies.  
(ii)  It is still wrong to do evil that good may come:  it is wrong to lie in the hope that God will be glorified.  



II.  Sermon.  
A.  Again, the Jews’ argument is:  If my lie glorifies God’s truth, then why not lie more so that God can glorify His truth

more?  Paul’s answer is that God cannot condone lies, because He is the truth.  
1.  Just as righteousness is a part of God’s character, so it truth.  

a.  David calls Him the God of truth.  He writes, “Into Your hand I commit my spirit; You have ransomed me, O
Lord, God of truth” (Ps. 31:5).  

b.  He abounds in truth:  “But You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abundant in
lovingkindness and truth” (Ps. 86:15).  

c.  It’s good for us to reflect again on God’s attributes.  It reminds us what pleases and displeases Him.  

2.  The fact that God is truth means that there is nothing false in Him.  
a.  James writes, “Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of

lights, with whom there is no variation, or shifting shadow” (1:17).  
b.  That He is light and there is no shifting shadow in Him means He has no sin, including lies or deceit.  That there is

no variation means He never changes.  
c.  Everything He says is true:  Again David writes, “The words of the Lord are pure words; as silver tried in a

furnace on the earth, refined seven times.  You, O Lord, will keep them” (Ps. 12:6-7).  
d.  Just as His righteous character is the standard of what is right and wrong, and His Law reflects that standard; so

also what He knows to be true is the standard of truth, and what He reveals to us in His Word is true and should
be received as the truth.  

e.  His Word is the standard of truth, that by which we should judge all things.  

B.  But this also shows us why God can’t and won’t thank sinners for their lies.  
1.  Far from thanking Him, He will judge them for their lies, even though He brings good out of it.  

a.  Again, just because God works it together for good, doesn’t mean that it’s good.  
b.  When the sinner tells a lie, he does it because it’s wrong, not because he wants to glorify God.  
c.  He doesn’t even do it because he knows God will work His will through it.  
d.  He does it because his heart is evil.  
e.  No matter how sincere we might be in what we do, we can never please God by doing something He says in

wrong.  

2.  It’s interesting that Paul would repeat essentially the same argument a second time.  
a.  It shows us something of the nature of sin.  
b.  The essence of sin is hatred of what is right and true.  
c.  The devil is called the father of lies, because that is his nature.  
d.  It’s so difficult for those who are deceived to see or receive the truth.  
e.  Actually, it’s impossible apart from Christ.  
f.  But even the saints often have difficulty seeing the truth.  Just consider the way the church is going today.  
g.  This is why God repeats Himself so often in His Word:  We are so slow learners.  We need to hear it over and

over again.  

C.  But notice that not only did they want to believe that God would congratulate them for their sins, they also believed that
His spokesmen – the apostle and his companions – taught this very thing.  Paul writes, “And why not say (as we are
slanderously reported and as some affirm that we say), ‘Let us do evil that good may come’” (v. 8).  
1.  Perhaps they were trying to slander them, or they simply misunderstood what they said.  But either way, Paul wanted

his readers to know that what his opponents said was slanderously wrong.  
a.  It wouldn’t be the first time a servant of God was accused of teaching lies.  
b.  Our Lord Himself was accused by the Jews of working miracles by the power of the devil.  He was accused of

saying He could tear down the Temple and rebuild it in three days (Matt. 26:61).  Of course, no one could make
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any charge stick, because Jesus never said or did anything wrong.  
c.  It’s not that Paul or our Lord taught unclearly, but because the enemy was attacking them and because of the sin

in their hearers that wanted to believe a lie.  
d.  The best men and the purest truths are all subject to slander.  

2.  Paul doesn’t argue with them any further, but simply says, “Their condemnation is just.”  
a.  Of those who accused him of teaching falsehood.  
b.  Especially those who excuse their sin because of the good God works from it.  
c.  They will not escape God’s judgment.  
d.  Some believe Paul was referring to the coming destruction on Jerusalem.  
e.  But that is nothing compared to His wrath which will fall on them on the last day.  
f.  They might be able to deceive themselves now.  But they won’t be able to on that day.  

III.  Application.  
A.  That God always tells the truth and never lies, and that He is faithful to His Word, should both encourage us and cause

us to fear.  
1.  It should encourage us that He will be true to His promises.  

a.  If we believe in His Son, we will be saved.  
b.  Our guilt – all our guilt – has been taken away.  
c.  The power of sin within us has been broken.  
d.  Our sins will not condemn us.  
e.  God will receive us into heaven when we die.  He will own us on that day.  
f.  And in this life, our sins will not rule over us.  We will overcome them.  

2.  But His truth should also be a cause of fear to those who don’t turn from their sins and embrace His Son.  
a.  Again, God will judge all men by His truth, not by what they want to believe is true.  
b.  When God threatens judgment, He will carry it out.  
c.  When He says He will cast everyone who doesn’t turn from their sins and trust in His Son into a lake of fire that

burns forever, He will do it.  
d.  The fact that God doesn’t lie, that He carries out what He says He will do, and that He has the power and the

right to do it, are the greatest reasons the sinner should fear.  
e.  It’s true that sometimes it appears like He doesn’t or won’t carry it out.  

(i)  God is often slow in carrying out His judgments.  
(ii)  This is because He gives time for repentance.  
(iii)  But so often the wicked use it as an excuse to sin more.  
(iv)  This doesn’t mean God isn’t true, but that He’s merciful.  
(v)  Make use of the opportunity to run to Christ to be freed from your sins, before that opportunity is over.  

B.  But secondly, remember to be truthful:  don’t use His grace as an excuse for sin.  
1.  Too often we excuse our sins because we bank on the grace of God.  
2.  But God hates all sin, especially that of lying.  
3.  Turn from that sin and cultivate truth.  
4.  Remember the words of Solomon, “Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord, but those who deal faithfully are His

delight” (Prov. 12:22).  Amen.  
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