
“The Troubler of Jerusalem” 

(Matthew 2:1-3) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.  (Review).   

1.  Over this month:   

a.  We’ve considered whom we are to worship:  the true God of Creation who is Triune.   

b.  We’ve considered how we are to worship:  only as He commands.   

c.  And we’ve considered a few of the many reasons we are to worship Him:   

(i)  He freed us from our slavery to sin and damnation, and made us His children 

through His Son.   

(ii)  And He did not spare His own Son, but was willing to pay so great a price to 

save us.   

 

2.  Unless we understand the value/worth of these blessings, we’ll never worship God as 

we should.   

a.  So let’s consider this infinite love and give God glory/credit, honor and praise for 

what He has done.   

b.  Let’s give Him all our love and the thanksgiving of our hearts.   

 

B.  Preview.  (Hook).   

1.  This morning, let’s consider one more reason why we should worship Him:  because 

when we were dead in sin and oblivious to our danger, He sent His Son to awaken us, to 

trouble our souls about their condition, so that we might be saved.   

2.  Much of what we’ll look at was adapted from a sermon by Horatius Bonar called, 

“Jesus, the Troubler of Jerusalem.”  It might help us better to understand the man if we 

see something of his heart.   

3.  We’ll look at two things:   

a.  First, that Christ’s coming troubled Jerusalem.   

b.  Second, why Jerusalem was troubled.   

 

II.  Sermon.  (Argue).   

A.  First, let’s consider that Jerusalem was troubled by the announcement of Christ’s coming.   

1.  From our passage it’s clear that the Son of God came into this world silently, so quietly 

that His arrival wasn’t known in Jerusalem until wise men came from the East.   

a.  When He was born, the angels made an announcement to the shepherds, but to no 

one else.   

(i)  There was no thunder or lightening, or blast of a trumpet.   

(ii)  Apparently, they didn’t tell anyone outside of those at that stable.   

(iii)  Or maybe they did but no one listened, or maybe they were ridiculed.   

 

b.  His mother and father didn’t make His coming known either.   

(i)  They knew who He was because of what Gabriel told them; they knew what the 

shepherds told them was true.   

(ii)  But instead of telling others, they treasured these things up in their hearts:  they 

rejoiced that the Lord was fulfilling His promise to Israel, but they were leaving it 

to the Lord to make it known in His time.   
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2.  Now, two years later, these wise men came to seek Him.   

a.  They didn’t come from Bethlehem, or Nazareth or any part of Palestine.   

(i)  They were from outside Israel.   

(a)  They were Gentiles, from the land of Israel’s enemies.   

(b)  They were Chaldeans, from the East, a place known for its knowledge, for its 

science.   

 

(ii)  And when they came, they didn’t come acting on a hunch – they came because 

of something they had seen:   

(a)  They were eye-witnesses:  they saw His star that had risen in the East.   

(b)  They had followed it knowing it would lead them to Jerusalem’s King.   

(c)  And they knew this King would bring them hope.   

(d)  Here we see faith – Gentile faith – fixed on the star of Jacob.   

 

b.  They must have been surprised at Jerusalem’s ignorance.   

(i)  The religious leaders didn’t know He had come.   

(ii)  The king of Jerusalem – Herod – didn’t know either, or even where He was to be 

born until he asked the scribes.   

(iii)  What these Gentiles had to say was a complete surprise, even though this birth 

had taken place two years earlier.   

 

3.  What’s most surprising is the Jews’ reaction:  they were troubled.   

a.  If this had happened in Babylon or Rome or Egypt, this wouldn’t be strange.   

b.  But this happened in Jerusalem, the city of God, among a people that should have 

been ready and waiting, a city that should have rejoiced.   

 

B.  Let’s consider, second, why this happened – why Jerusalem was troubled.   

1.  After all, it was merely the announcement of the birth of the King.   

a.  He was still just a baby.   

b.  Things might have been different if their king was coming to kill the babe, or to put 

Him on the throne by force.   

c.  But all they wanted was to know where He was so they could worship Him.   

 

2.  We know why Herod was troubled.   

a.  He was both a foreigner and a tyrant.   

b.  The thought of a natural born king might alarm him, because it threatened his throne; 

but not the rest of Jerusalem.   

 

3.  These men were bringing good news.   

a.  It was a good report.   

b.  Even if it had turned out later to have been false, they should have been happy, not 

troubled.   

 

4.  It was the best of all possible news.   

a.  This is the One they had been expecting – their great national hope – the Messiah, 

the King of Israel, the Son of David had come to redeem their nation.   

b.  He had been born!  Their response should have been more like Simeon’s – “Now 

Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace, according to Your 

word; for my eyes have seen Your salvation” (Luke 2:29-30).   
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c.  But it wasn’t.  They were troubled.   

 

5.  Why were they troubled?   

a.  Some might have been troubled by the way the news came:  through these Gentiles 

and not their religious leaders.   

b.  Others might have been troubled because they didn’t know what this would mean for 

Israel – perhaps persecution or war.   

c.  But the main reason was that many of them just weren’t ready for His coming.   

(i)  As the news spread through Jerusalem, they would immediately have asked 

themselves, “Am I ready for His coming?”   

(ii)  Every Jew had some idea of what Messiah would do when He came - but one 

thing they knew for certain:  He was righteous and was coming on a righteous 

mission against evil – were they ready to meet Him face to face?   

(a)  He was the holy Messenger of the holy God.  He was coming to speak holy 

words and do holy things.   

(b)  As much as they hated the rule of the Romans and the tyrant Herod, that was 

better than a holy King.   

 

(iii)  They were troubled because they weren’t ready to receive Him:  they didn’t 

want to be called to account.   

(a)  Our consciences are sometimes better informed than our minds.  They can 

respond more quickly to threatening news.   

(b)  When the widow of Zarephath’s son died, the first thing she said to Elijah 

was, “What do I have to do with you, O man of God?  You have come to be to 

bring my iniquity to remembrance and to put my son to death!” (1 Kings 

17:10).   

(c)  When the Lord brings difficulty into our lives, or our family’s lives, or our 

nation, our conscience is often the first thing to respond.   

(d)  When you tell an unbeliever the truth, it makes him uncomfortable, because it 

troubles his conscience.  He doesn’t like the holy light of God’s Word shining 

into his hearts.   

(e)  This is how the birth of the King of Israel affected Jerusalem.   

 

III.  Application.  (Press for a change).   

A.  Now we know Christ came to bring peace with God – but in some other very important 

respects, He didn’t come to bring peace, but a sword.   

1.  He came to bring God’s grace, but a holy grace – a grace that can make us 

uncomfortable unless we are prepared to surrender ourselves entirely to God.   

2.  He came to offer us rest, forgiveness, eternal life, yet at the same time to lay claim to 

our whole lives – this is something we will only accept if the Spirit quickens our hearts.   

3.  He came to offer us His life by His free grace, but He shows us there is a cross we must 

bear, a yoke we must be willing to submit to.   

4.  He presents Himself to us as a Savior from the consequences of our sins, but at the 

same time as a Savior from sin itself.   

a.  This is why He isn’t always welcomed; this is why He is often rejected.   

b.  Men might welcome His love, but not at the cost of their lives, and so they turn Him 

away.   

c.  Note that the wise men weren’t troubled by this:   

(i)  They began eagerly seeking this King when they saw His star in the East.   
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(ii)  They were willing to submit to Him and to worship Him, and because they were, 

they weren’t afraid.   

(iii)  If you are willing to receive Him and submit to Him, you also will have nothing 

to be afraid of.   

 

B.  At the same time, we need to realize that this troubling is something we need.   

1.  If you’ve never been troubled by Jesus, if you’ve never looked into His eyes and been 

troubled in your heart by your sins, then you have something to be afraid of.   

2.  Jesus comes to trouble sinners – to awaken them.  

a.  When He came to Corinth, preaching through the apostle Paul, it was to trouble 

them.  He did the same in Thessalonica, Philippi, Derbe, and Lystra.  Jesus didn’t 

threaten them, and yet they were troubled.   

b.  He came to Germany in the 16
th

 Century, to Switzerland, Scotland, England, and 

they were troubled.   

c.  Whenever He comes to a town, a city, a family or individual, to one who is asleep, 

they are troubled.   

d.  This is why the world persecutes the church – because Christ troubles the world.   

(i)  If He left the world alone, it would leave Him alone.   

(ii)  But when He speaks the truth, when He preaches His Gospel, when He sends 

revivals, it troubles the world.   

(iii)  False Gospels don’t trouble the world, but the Gospel of the free grace of God 

in Christ does.   

(iv)  It troubles all who hear it, though some are converted by it and some not.   

 

e.  The only hope the world has is to be troubled by Jesus, to be awakened by Him as 

He calls them to repentance through the proclamation of the Gospel.   

(i)  If He leaves them alone, they will perish.   

(ii)  The more fully His Gospel is preached, the more they will be troubled.   

(iii)  Didn’t the Gospel trouble you once?  If you’re a Christian it did.   

 

C.  Finally, let’s remember that when the Lord troubles, He does this in love.   

1.  He seeks to awaken those who are asleep.  He comes in grace, as He came to Jerusalem.   

2.  He isn’t trying to frighten us away.  He seeks to show us our need of Him so that we 

might receive Him.   

a.  If the world has hold of your heart, His coming will trouble you.  If you are serving 

another king, there will be warfare.   

b.  But if by God’s grace you’re tired of serving that king and want to be free, then 

Christ is willing to free you.  

c.  Receive Him this morning.  Receive His grace as He offers it to you in the Gospel.  

Let Him change your heart, so that you might submit to Him and worship Him with 

your life.   

 

3.  If He has already freed you by His grace, then thank Him that He has troubled you; 

thank Him also that He continues to do so that you might grow in grace.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


