
“The Testimony of Jesus” 

(1 Peter 1:10-12) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Lately, we have been reminded of how important it is to communicate the 

Gospel to others.   

a.  Paul tells us it is the means – the only means – the Lord uses to bring the lost 

to faith.   

(i)  “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for 

salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek” 

(Rom. 1:16).   

(ii)  That’s why Paul was not ashamed of it, nor ashamed to tell others about 

it.   

 

b.  If people do not hear the Gospel, they will not be saved.   

(i)  There are exceptions of course:  those the Lord saves that die in infancy 

and those He saves who are never able to understand the Gospel.   

(ii)  But for the vast majority of mankind, they cannot be saved apart from 

hearing and believing the Gospel.   

(iii)  If we think otherwise, we are clearly mistaken.   

 

2.  It shouldn’t surprise us then that this is the message Jesus preached from the 

very beginning of His earthly ministry to its end.   

a.  We read of its beginning in Mark’s Gospel, “Now after John had been taken 

into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, and 

saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 

believe in the gospel’” (Mark 1:14-15).   

b.  And after He completed His work, had died, and was raised again, just before 

His ascension, He commissioned His disciples to carry on this work, “And 

He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.  

He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has 

disbelieved shall be condemned” (Mark 16:15-16).   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  What we’re reminded of this morning is the fact that Jesus had actually begun to 

preach His Gospel many years before this.   

a.  He was the One who preached the Gospel from the very beginning of the 

work of redemption to Adam and Eve when He pronounced the curse on the 

serpent:  “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between 

your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise 

Him on the heel” (Gen. 3:15).   

b.  He was the One who preached the Gospel through Noah to those who had 

rebelled against God in the days of the Flood:   
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(i)  Peter writes, “For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the 

unjust, so that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the 

flesh, but made alive in the spirit; in which also He went and made 

proclamation to the spirits now in prison, who once were disobedient, 

when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the 

construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought 

safely through the water” (1 Pet. 3:18-20).   

(ii)  Peter isn’t saying that Christ preached the Gospel to them after He died 

on the cross, but by His Spirit through Noah in Noah’s day.   

 

c.  He was also the One who preached the Gospel through the types and 

shadows, the Ceremonial Law, and the psalms.   

 

2.  As we close this particular section of the History of Redemption this morning, 

before Judah is taken into her seventy years of exile, we see how the Lord raised 

up prophets from the time of Uzziah onward to preach His Gospel to His people.  

We’ll look at two things:   

a.  First, that the Lord again did something new by raising up prophets to write 

books of prophecy.   

b.  And second, the main reason He did was that He might preach the Gospel 

again through them.   

c.  As we see how the Lord shined His light during the darkness of that time, it 

should also encourage us to let the Lord do so through us during these dark 

times.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider that the Lord did something new during this time by raising up 

prophets who wrote books of prophecy.   

1.  We saw how the Lord began a succession of prophets in Israel at the time of 

Samuel.   

a.  Many of these prophets recorded the history of God’s dealing with His 

church.   

(i)  Samuel wrote Judges, Ruth, the first part of Samuel, and perhaps part or 

all of Joshua.   

(ii)  Nathan and Gad wrote the rest of the book of Samuel.   

(iii)  Nathan, Ahijah and Iddo, wrote down Solomon’s history in the first 

book of Kings.   

(iv)  Iddo and Shemaiah seem to have been the prophets responsible for the 

further history of Israel (2 Chr. 12:15).   

(v)  Jehu, the son of Hanani, carried that history further forward (2 Chron. 

20:34).   

(vi  Finally, Isaiah (2 Chr. 26:22), and other prophets completed it.   

 

b.  This confirms what we know to be true about Scripture – all the sacred books 

were written by an prophet, apostle or close associate of an apostle and so 

were given by inspiration.   
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c.  However what these prophets wrote was mainly history.   

(i)  They contained records of prophecies, but they were not prophetic books:  

they were historical books.   

(ii)  That’s why these particular books – Joshua, Judges, Ruth, Samuel, Kings 

and Chronicles – were included in the historical section of the Old 

Testament.   

 

2.  But in the days of Uzziah, God began to raise up prophets, not only to carry the 

history forward, but to write books of prophecy.   

a.  For instance, He raised up Hosea, the son of Beeri, to prophesy during the 

reigns of Uzziah, Jothan, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and during the 

days of Jeroboam, the son of Joash, king of Israel.   

b.  The Lord raised up several other prophets around the same time to commit 

their prophecies to writing, such as Isaiah, Amos, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, and 

others.   

c.  You undoubtedly recognize these books which are found in the Prophets 

section of the Old Testament.   

 

B.  But second, why did the Lord raise them up and why did He have them commit 

their prophecies to writing?   

1.  The primary reason was that this was Christ’s testimony of Himself to His 

church.   

a.  He was preaching His Gospel through them by His Spirit:   

(i)  Peter writes, “As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the 

grace that would come to you made careful searches and inquiries, seeking 

to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was 

indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to 

follow” (1 Pet. 1:10-11).   

(ii)  The Lord was preparing the way for His coming and revealing His glory 

that was to follow.   

 

b.  He revealed the Gospel so clearly through some of these prophets that they 

almost seem to be speaking during His ministry.   

(i)  Consider how clearly Christ was revealed in our Scripture reading (Isaiah 

52:13-53:12).   

(a)  The servant of the Lord (Christ) would be greatly exalted (52:13).   

(b)  But first, He must suffer (v. 14), and through His sufferings, atone for 

the sins of many nations (v. 15; Gentile salvation).   

(c)  He would be lowly and humble (53:1-2), despised and forsaken by 

men (v. 3).   

(d)  He would carry our griefs and sorrows and be punished in our place 

(v. 4-6).   

(e)  In His sufferings, He would be as silent as a sheep being led to the 

slaughter (v. 7).   

(f)  He would die with wicked men, but be buried with a rich man (v. 9).   
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(g)  For laying down His life as a guilt offering, His reward would be 

those for whom He died (vv. 10-12).   

(h)  Christ, through His Spirit, was testifying to His future work.   

 

(ii)  He also appeared to Isaiah in the form He would later take to accomplish 

our salvation (Isaiah 6:1ff), when He called him to the prophetic office, 

revealed and applied the Gospel to him, and told him that He would bring 

Judah into exile.   

(a)  “In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, 

lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple.  

Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings:  with two he 

covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he 

flew.  And one called out to another and said, ‘Holy, Holy, Holy, is the 

LORD of hosts, the whole earth is full of His glory.’  And the 

foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called 

out, while the temple was filling with smoke.  Then I said, ‘Woe is me, 

for I am ruined!  Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among 

a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of 

hosts.’  Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal in his 

hand, which he had taken from the altar with tongs.  He touched my 

mouth with it and said, ‘Behold, this has touched your lips; and your 

iniquity is taken away and your sin is forgiven.’  Then I heard the voice 

of the Lord, saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?’  

Then I said, ‘Here am I.  Send me!’  He said, ‘Go, and tell this people:  

“Keep on listening, but do not perceive; keep on looking, but do not 

understand.”  Render the hearts of this people insensitive, their ears 

dull, and their eyes dim, otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear 

with their ears, understand with their hearts, and return and be healed.’  

Then I said, ‘Lord, how long?’  And He answered, ‘Until cities are 

devastated and without inhabitant, houses are without people and the 

land is utterly desolate, the LORD has removed men far away, and the 

forsaken places are many in the midst of the land.  Yet there will be a 

tenth portion in it, and it will again be subject to burning, like a 

terebinth or an oak whose stump remains when it is felled.  The holy 

seed is its stump’” (Isa. 6:1-13).   

(b)  John tells us this One who spoke to Isaiah was Christ:  “But though 

He had performed so many signs before them, yet they were not 

believing in Him.  This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet 

which he spoke:  ‘Lord, who has believed our report?  And to whom 

has the arm of the lord been revealed?  For this reason they could not 

believe, for Isaiah said again, ‘He has blinded their eyes and He 

hardened their heart, so that they would not see with their eyes and 

perceive with their heart, and be converted and I heal them.  These 

things Isaiah said because he saw His glory, and he spoke of Him” 

(John 12:37-41).   
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2.  When we consider not only what Isaiah wrote, but all the other prophets, we see 

just how much light Christ gave His church in those days of His future work.   

a.  They had much more than those who lived from the time of Adam to Noah, 

or those who lived from Noah to Abraham, or those who lived before Moses, 

or even during the time of Moses, Joshua and the Judges.   

b.  The Lord added a great deal of revelation to the Scriptures from the time of 

Uzziah to the captivity in Babylon to keep the Gospel before His people, that 

they might have hope, that they might be saved.   

c.  He also did so during the captivity, during the return, during His ministry, 

and afterwards, and will do so to the end of the world, as we will see later.   

d.  The Gospel is the only message God uses to save.   

 

III.  Application.   

A.  And so we should keep that Gospel before our eyes.   

1.  We should keep it before our eyes because it is our hope.   

a.  It’s the hope of our own personal salvation.   

(i)  Living in a nation as wicked as this can cause us to struggle spiritually.   

(ii)  The fact that the Father has given us His Son, and to His Son, is our hope 

that He will never allow us finally to fall away:  He will preserve us, if we 

continue to look to Him.   

 

b.  It’s our hope that the Lord will work things out in this nation and this world 

for the progress of His kingdom.   

(i)  We’re living in very dark times - our country is falling deeper and deeper 

into sin and away from the Lord.   

(ii)  But God’s promise to His Son that He will give Him the nations as His 

inheritance is our hope that things will get better.   

 

2.  We need to keep the Gospel before our eyes as an encouragement to keep 

pressing forward.   

a.  Even if the Lord called us to fight a losing battle, we would still have to give 

Him our best.   

b.  But how much more when He has promised that His kingdom will overcome 

and fill the earth through the Gospel?   

 

3.  We should keep the Gospel before our eyes as our reproof when we fail to 

worship and serve the Lord as we should.   

a.  We struggle the most when we don’t have our eyes where they should be – 

on the Lord and His kingdom rather than on our own comfort.   

b.  When we fail to give to the Lord what He requires of us, the Gospel reproves 

us by showing us what He was willing to do for us, what He was willing to 

give.   

c.  Next time we’re struggling with the temptation to sin, or trying to work up 

the desire to come to His worship services, just look at the Gospel and 

remember God’s love and His great sacrifice for you.   
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B.  The Lord also wants us to keep this Gospel before the eyes of the lost:   

1.  This is Christ’s message, the message He preached through His servants the 

prophets, the message He preached Himself, and the message He has committed 

to His church to bear witness to in every generation.   

a.  It’s the message He has entrusted to us to get out to others – He didn’t entrust 

it to angels, or to ministers only, but to each of us.   

b.  We are His messengers, entrusted with this most important message.   

c.  It’s our privilege to do this work, and it should be our pleasure.   

 

2.  This message is the only message that can save our perishing neighbors:   

a.  Without it they will be lost forever.   

b.  If mercy would move us to save them from some physical danger, shouldn’t 

it also move us to save them from spiritual danger – from everlasting 

punishment?   

c.  Then let your love for your neighbor, and especially love for Christ, move 

you to get this message to them.  Amen.   


