
“The Temple” 
(2 Chronicles 3:1; 5:1)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last time, we considered the faithfulness of God to His promises.   

a.  In particular, to David:   

(i)  He told David that he would never lack a man on the throne; that He 

would establish his kingdom forever.   

(ii)  And that is what He did:  David’s sons sat on the throne of Judah as long 

as Judah was a nation; and even after the exile, He preserved David’s line 

and brought them back into the land so that He might raise up His Son, 

Jesus Christ.   

 

b.  God is faithful not only to that one promise in particular, but to all His 

promises.   

(i)  Whatever He says He will do.   

(ii)  And so when He promises to save us if we trust in His Son, He will do it.   

 

2.  Remember the sharp contrast we saw in the northern kingdom of Israel:   

a.  God had made no such promises to their kings.   

b.  And so that nation was torn again and again by civil war.   

c.  God’s promise and His faithfulness make a very great difference.   

d.  Be thankful for His promises to you which are yes and amen in Christ.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we come to another step forward in God’s work of redemption:  

the building of that more permanent place of worship:  the Temple.   

a.  God had already given the tabernacle to His people, but it was only meant to 

be temporary, while they were in the wilderness, until the Lord brought them 

into the Promised Land.   

b.  Now that they were in the land, and now that the nations around them were 

subdued and they were at peace, the Lord allows David’s son Solomon to 

build it.   

c.  This temple represents another important step forward in the work of 

redemption because of its connection with Christ and His benefits.   

 

2.  This morning, let’s see three things:   

a.  First, the Temple’s connection with heaven.   

b.  Second, the Temple’s connection with Christ.   

c.  And finally, the Temple’s connection with the Church.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, it would be helpful for us to consider the Temple’s connection with heaven.   
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1.  It was built in a very specific location in Jerusalem, where two very important 

events had earlier taken place, both of which represented the grounds of our 

entrance into heaven:   

a.  First, it appears to have been built in the very place Abraham was to offer 

Isaac.   

(i)  The Lord said to Abraham, “Take now your son, your only son, whom 

you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a 

burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I will tell you” (Gen. 

22:2).   

(ii)  After the Lord spared Isaac and gave Abraham a ram to offer instead, 

Abraham gave that mountain a special name:  “Abraham called the name 

of that place The LORD Will Provide, as it is said to this day, ‘In the 

mount of the LORD it will be provided’” (v. 14).   

(iii)  It was on this “mount” or “hill of the Lord” that the temple was built, as 

we read in David’s psalm of ascent, “Who may ascend into the hill of the 

LORD?  And who may stand in His holy place?  He who has clean hands 

and a pure heart, who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood and has not 

sworn deceitfully.  He shall receive a blessing from the LORD and 

righteousness from the God of his salvation” (Psalm 24:3-5).   

(iv)  We read in 2 Chronicles 3:1, “Then Solomon began to build the house of 

the LORD in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah.”   

 

b.  Second, it was built on the very ground over which the angel of the Lord 

stayed His hand in God’s judgment on Israel.   

(i)  When God became angry at Israel for her sins, He allowed Satan to move 

David’s heart to number the people (1 Chr. 21:1).   

(ii)  For this sin, God sent a wasting disease on Israel for three days and many 

were killed (v. 7).   

(iii)  But when He reached Jerusalem, the Lord relented, “And God sent an 

angel to Jerusalem to destroy it; but as he was about to destroy it, the 

LORD saw and was sorry over the calamity, and said to the destroying 

angel, ‘It is enough; now relax your hand.’  And the angel of the LORD 

was standing by the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite” (1 Chr. 21:15).   

(iv)  It was on this very spot that Solomon built the temple:  “Then Solomon 

began to build the house of the LORD in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, 

where the LORD had appeared to his father David, at the place that David 

had prepared on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite” (2 Chr. 3:1).   

 

c.  The Lord prepared a picture of heaven in the place where two very special 

events took place – both of which, you must realize by now, were pictures of 

what His Son would do to stay His hand of judgment against us and allow us 

to enter heaven.   

(i)  It because of His Son that the Lord spared Isaac.   

(ii)  It was because of the blood of His Son, pictured by the sacrifices that 

would be offered in the Temple, that the Lord spared Jerusalem.   

(iii)  It’s because of that same blood that we are spared.   
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2.  The earthly temple Solomon built was actually a copy of the heavenly temple.   

a.  The Lord revealed the plans for this building directly to David:  “‘All this,’ 

said David, ‘the LORD made me understand in writing by His hand upon me, 

all the details of this pattern’” (1 Chr. 28:19).   

b.  And when it was done, it was said to be a copy of what was in heaven:  “Now 

if He were on earth, He would not be a priest at all, since there are those who 

offer the gifts according to the Law; who serve a copy and shadow of the 

heavenly things, just as Moses was warned by God when he was about to 

erect the tabernacle; for, ‘See,’ He says, ‘That you make all things according 

to the pattern which was shown you on the mountain’” (Heb. 8:4-5).   

 

B.  Let’s move on to the second point:  the Temple’s connection to Christ.   

1.  First, Christ, before His incarnation, lived in the temple – if the infinite Son of 

God could be said to live anywhere – until He became incarnate in the womb of 

the Virgin Mary.   

a.  He dwelt in the heavenly temple that was pictured by the one Solomon built.   

b.  The temple, in a certain sense, was His house.   

 

2.  But second, the earthly Temple, which was a copy of the heavenly one, was a 

picture of Christ’s incarnation.   

a.  This was true both of the tabernacle and the temple.   

(i)  “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt [tented, tabernacled] among us, 

and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full 

of grace and truth” (John 1:14).   

(ii)  “Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise 

it up.’  The Jews then said, ‘It took forty-six years to build this temple, and 

will You raise it up in three days?’  But He was speaking of the temple of 

His body” (John 2:19-21).    

 

b.  Both were pictures of the incarnation of the Messiah, through the priesthood, 

the sacrifices, the cleansing rituals, even in the tent and Temple themselves.   

c.  The temporary tabernacle gave place to the more permanent Temple; but 

even the Temple had to give place to the more permanent spiritual temple 

that would be Christ’s body.   

d.  When Christ gave up His spirit, the veil of the temple was rent.   

 

3.  It shouldn’t surprise us then that the Temple was central in Christ’s ministry.   

a.  It was God’s house, the place He chose, the place the church met to worship 

Him, where all their sacrifices were offered and accepted, until the coming of 

the great Sacrifice.   

b.  When Jesus came into the world, He often went to the Temple, ministered 

His Word and performed miracles.   

c.  This helps us better understand why He drove the money-changers out of the 

Temple – not only because these men dishonored that holy place, but that He 

might purify this picture of His person and work.   
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d.  The Temple was a type of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

C.  Finally, let’s consider the Temple’s connection with the Church:  Being a picture 

of Christ’s body, it was a picture of the church.   

1.  First, this was where the Lord gathered His people after His ascension.   

a.  He told them to wait in Jerusalem for the promise, “Gathering them together, 

He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father 

had promised, ‘Which,’ He said, ‘you heard of from Me; for John baptized 

with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 

now’” (Acts 1:4-5).   

b.  The upper room was not the only place they waited:  they also spent time in 

the temple:  “While He was blessing them, He parted from them and was 

carried up into heaven.  And they, after worshiping Him, returned to 

Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple praising God” 

(Luke 24:51-53).   

 

2.  Second, this was also where they continued to gather and worship after 

Pentecost.   

a.  “Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread 

from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and 

sincerity of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people.  And the 

Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved” 

(Acts 2:46-47).   

b.  After the apostles were arrested, punished and released, they continued to 

worship in the temple, “So they went on their way from the presence of the 

Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for 

His name.  And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they kept 

right on teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ” (Acts 5:41-42).   

 

3.  This continued until the temple was destroyed.   

a.  We find James in Acts 21 counseling Paul to take four men to the temple who 

appear to have been under the vow of the Nazirite, “Then Paul took the men, 

and the next day, purifying himself along with them, went into the temple 

giving notice of the completion of the days of purification, until the sacrifice 

was offered for each one of them” (Acts 21:26).   

(i)  He did this to show the Jews who had believed that Paul had not forsaken 

the tradition of Moses:  the Jews who had believed in Christ did not need 

to stop being Jewish to be Christians.   

(ii)  On the other hand, our Jewish brethren need to understand, as we also 

read about at the Acts 15 Council, Gentiles don’t have to become Jews to 

be Christians.   

 

b.  The point is that the temple continued to be central to Christian worship as 

long as it stood.   

(i)  This undoubtedly had to do with their Jewish upbringing.   
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(ii)  But it also had to do with the fact that they saw the temple’s connection 

with Christ, and with themselves as Christ’s body.   

(a)  The tabernacle – which was a picture of this body – because of its 

temporary nature, was a picture of the transitory nature of life in this 

world.   

(b)  But the temple – which was another picture of Christ’s body– because 

of its more permanent nature, was a picture of the permanent nature of 

life in heaven.   

(c)  This material temple was torn down – as all things in this world 

ultimately will be – but it represented the permanent spiritual temple 

the Lord is still building by His Word and Spirit:  the Church.   

 

III.  Application.  In closing, let’s consider three applications.   

A.  The temple reminds us, first, of the destination to which we should be striving:  

heaven.   

1.  The temple was modeled after the reality that is in heaven.   

a.  Heaven is a real place.   

b.  God lives there, and He has provided a place there for us.   

 

2.  The fact that the temple was much more permanent than the tabernacle reminds 

us that heaven is our final destination.   

a.  When the tabernacle of our body is destroyed, we have a place made without 

hands, eternal in the heavens.   

b.  We need to make sure that we keep that goal always in front of our eyes and 

be racing towards it.   

 

B.  The temple reminds us, second, of the glory that awaits us in heaven:  we will be 

adorned with that glory Christ will give us as members of His body.   

1.  There can be no greater honor than to be a part of the body of Christ, unless it is 

to be honored within that body.   

2.  That is what we should be striving for:  not the honor that comes from this 

world, but that which comes from God.   

a.  Jesus tells us, “How can you believe, when you receive glory from one 

another and you do not seek the glory that is from the one and only God?” 

(John 5:44).   

b.  The temple reminds us that we should be seeking for glory above, not glory 

in this world.   

 

C.  Finally, the temple reminds us of how we will arrive in heaven:  only through 

Christ.   

1.  To be a part of this temple, you must believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.   

a.  Jesus said to the church of Philadelphia:  “He who overcomes, I will make 

him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore; 

and I will write on him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My 

God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, 

and My new name” (Rev. 3:12).   
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b.  Peter wrote, “And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected 

by men, but is choice and precious in the sight of God, you also, as living 

stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer 

up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 2:4-5).   

c.  You must come to Him; you must place your whole hope of being accepted 

by God on Him and you must turn away from any other hope; and you must 

turn from your sins into the path of obedience.   

d.  If you do, you will be honored by God and made a part of this temple – the 

body of Christ.   

e.  If you refuse, you will be refused entrance into heaven and cast into hell on 

that great day.   

 

2.  Let’s not forget as well that as living stones, we are one of the means by which 

the spiritual temple is being built.   

a.  We are to go out armed with the Gospel, and through the Gospel gather the 

living stones together.   

b.  In just a few moments, we’ll be looking to that sacrifice that created and 

sanctified this temple in the Lord’s Supper.  Before we do:   

(i)  Make sure that you are trusting in Christ to save you.   

(ii)  And make sure that your life shows that you are through your pursuit of 

holiness.  Amen.   


