
“The Stone Rejected Became the Chief Corner Stone” 
(Psalm 118:22-24) 

 
 
 

I. Introduction.   
A.  Our text this evening deals with the resurrection of Christ.  As we begin, I would 

like to show you how Christ uses it in the Parable of the Vineyard.   
1.  In Matt. 21:33-46, Jesus said to the chief priests and elders, “‘Listen to another 

parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard and put a wall around it 
and dug a wine press in it, and built a tower, and rented it out to vine-growers 
and went on a journey.  When the harvest time approached, he sent his slaves to 
the vine-growers to receive his produce.  The vine-growers took his slaves and 
beat one, and killed another, and stoned a third.  Again he sent another group of 
slaves larger than the first; and they did the same thing to them.  But afterward 
he sent his son to them, saying, “They will respect my son.”  But when the vine-
growers saw the son, they said among themselves, “This is the heir; come, let us 
kill him and seize his inheritance.”  They took him, and threw him out of the 
vineyard and killed him.  Therefore when the owner of the vineyard comes, 
what will he do to those vine-growers?’  They said to Him, ‘He will bring those 
wretches to a wretched end, and will rent out the vineyard to other vine-growers 
who will pay him the proceeds at the proper seasons.’  Jesus said to them, ‘Did 
you never read in the Scriptures, “The stone which the builders rejected, this 
became the chief corner stone; this came about from the Lord, and it is 
marvelous in our eyes?”  Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be 
taken away from you and given to a people, producing the fruit of it.  And he 
who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will 
scatter him like dust.’  When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard His 
parables, they understood that He was speaking about them.  When they sought 
to seize Him, they feared the people, because they considered Him to be a 
prophet.”   

2.  The interpretation.   
a.  The landowner is the Father.   
b.  The vineyard is the kingdom of God.   
c.  The vine-growers are the Jews.   
d.  The fruits they were to bear were the fruits of godliness in showing to the 

world the glory of God.   
e.  The servants were the prophets He sent to bring them to repentance, but they 

mistreated and killed them.   
f.  And of course, the Son was the Lord Jesus Christ, whom they rejected and 

killed.   
g.  But His resurrection and exaltation is also here.   

(i)  He becomes the chief cornerstone of His kingdom, the church.   
(ii)  In His exalted position, He brings judgment on the Jews, takes the 

kingdom from them and gives it to His New Covenant Church.   
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(iii)  In bringing these wretches to a wretched end, the Lord comes in A. D. 
70 to grind them into powder and to scatter them like dust.   

 
B.  Our passage tells us that Christ would be rejected by the leaders of the Jews, and 

be put to death.  But in spite of this, His Father would raise Him to life and He 
would become the foundation of His church.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider the stone and its rejection by the builders.   
1.  Jesus here is called the stone.  Why?   

a.  He was sent to be a part of the building of the church.   
b.  Israel at that time was the building.   
c.  Faithful or believing Israelites were so many stones for building materials.   
d.  Faithful NT believers are the same.  Peter writes, “Therefore, putting aside all 

malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, like newborn 
babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in 
respect to salvation, if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.  And coming 
to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and 
precious in the sight of God, you also, as living stones, are being built up as a 
spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  For this is contained in Scripture:  
‘Behold I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, and he who 
believes in Him will not be disappointed.’  This precious value, then, is for 
you who believe; but for those who disbelieve, ‘The stone which the builders 
rejected, this became the very corner stone,’ and, ‘A stone of stumbling and a 
rock of offense’; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, 
and to this doom they were also appointed” (1 Peter 2:1-8).   

e.  We as believers are called living stones, built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets (Eph. 2:20).   

d.  Christ was to be the key part of that building, the corner stone.   
 

2.  But He was rejected.   
a.  The builders, the leaders of Israel, rejected Him.   
b.  They tried Him and found Him guilty of blasphemy, because He claimed to 

be the Son of God (Matt. 26:63-65).   
c.  They turned Him over to the Roman officials for crucifixion:  They threw 

Him out of the vineyard.   
d.  And they had Him put to death:  they demanded His crucifixion.   
 

B.  But our passage also tells us about the resurrection of the Christ.   
1.  Though rejected, He became the chief corner stone.   

a.  This is what the Father sent Him to be – the foundation stone, the stone 
everything else would be aligned with.   
(i)  The corner stone must be the most accurate stone.   
(ii)  It is the most important stone.   
(iii)  It is used to frame the whole building.   
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(iv)  Christ is that stone.   
 

b.  He is the very foundation – without Him there is no church.   
(i)  His work forms the basis of salvation.  He is the stone which is as straight 

as a rule can make it.   
(ii)  Without Him there is no spiritual temple, no building.   
 

c.  But when did He become this stone?   
(i)  When He was raised from the dead.   
(ii)  Remember, without the resurrection, there is no salvation.  Paul writes, 

“If Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your 
sins.  Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished” (1 
Cor. 15:17-18).   

(iii)  Listen to what Peter said to the Sanhedrin, “Then Peter, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers and elders of the people, if we are on 
trial today for a benefit done to a sick man, as to how this man has been 
made well, let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel, that 
by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom 
God raised from the dead -- by this name this man stands here before you 
in good health.  He is the stone which was rejected by you, the builders, 
which became the chief corner stone.  And there is salvation in no one 
else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among 
men by which we must be saved’” (Acts 4:8-12).   

(iv)  Notice, he says that they crucified Him, but God raised Him:  He is the 
stone which was rejected, but which became the chief corner stone.   

 
2.  How did this happen?   

a.  The psalmist writes, “This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.”   
b.  His Father raised Him from the dead so that He might build His church.   

(i)  He raised Him to give Him His people, His reward.   
(ii)  He raised Him to build His kingdom.   
 

c.  This is something to marvel at; only few were raised, only One never to see 
corruption again (Ps. 16:10).   

 
C.  And so this day would not be forgotten, the Lord marked it out as a special day of 

rejoicing.   
1.  “This is the day which the Lord has made.”   

a.  As He set apart a special day at the end of the creation week (Gen. 2:2-3), so 
He does again here.   

b.  This is the Christian Sabbath, the Lord’s Day, the day He rose from the dead.   
 

2.  And it is to be a day of rejoicing:  “Let us rejoice and be glad in it.”   
a.  It is to be a day of celebration.   
b.  It is to be a day of worship.   
c.  It is to be a day of rest.   
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III.  Application.   

A.  The Jews rejected Christ, but He was raised to become the very foundation of His 
church.   
1.  Believers, like living stones, are being added to that church, as the Lord wills.   
2.  Are you a part of that building?   

a.  If you have received the Lord Jesus by faith and are trusting in Him to save 
you, you are.   

b.  But if you have rejected Him like the foolish builders of Israel by not 
submitting to His Word, you haven’t.   

c.  Don’t forget that the rock that fell on Israel will one day fall again on all 
unbelievers.   

d.  Make sure that it doesn’t fall on you.  Trust in the Lord now, before it is too 
late.   

 
B.  But if you have received Him, don’t forget why He saved you in the first place:  to 

make you a part of a spiritual temple to offer up spiritual sacrifices of praise and 
worship.   
1.  This is what we are to do every day, but especially on this day.   
2.  He wants us to remember the resurrection, for it was our resurrection.   

a.  If we are believers, we have died with Christ, to be raised with Him.   
b.  We have died to sin, to be raised to live a holy life.   
 

3.  Today especially the Lord wants us to build ourselves up in the most holy faith.   
a.  And so let’s remember to rest from our secular employments and recreations.   
b.  And let’s remember to celebrate the resurrection and worship the Lord.  

Amen.   


