
”Put On the Full Armor of God, Part 3” 
(”The Shield of Faith”) 
(Ephesians 6:14-17) 

Introduction: We have spoken over the last several weeks concerning 
the spiritual warfare the Christian is engaged in as well as the 
gracious armor of God’s provision in order that we might be able to 
stand firm in the battle. We have seen that we must gird our loins 
with truth, put on the breastplate of righteousness and shod our 
feet with the preparation of the Gospel of peace. Today, we will 
look at another very important piece of the armor, the shield of 
faith. It is difficult to say which piece of armor is more 
neglected by the people of God today. Very few seem to be 
interested in the truth of God’s word. Even fewer seem to know 
about Christ’s righteousness and seek about trying to obtain their 
own. There may even be fewer who have readied themselves to speak 
the Gospel with conviction and clarity, the results of which we may 
judge if we simply turn on the television or read a newspaper. But 
this piece of defensive armor that we will look at this morning is 
also highly neglected. Yet, it is one of absolute necessity if we 
are to be more than mere sitting ducks for the attacks of the enemy 
of our soul. The lack of it leaves us open to every assault of the 
enemy. The possession of it gives us a formidable defense against 
his most powerful affronts. So, this morning, what the Spirit of 
God is saying to you in this passage is, 

Theme: Christian, it is not enough for you to know what the Word of 
God says, you must also believe it with all your heart, if you are 
to stand firm against the devil. 

Purpose: To exhort the brethren to know and BELIEVE what is 
revealed in God’s Word in order that they might live the Christian 
life with great victory. 

I. You Are Commanded by God to Store Your Minds with His Word and 
to Embrace It with all Your Soul. 
A. The Word of God is Full of Exceeding Great and Precious 

Truths. 
1.  It contains the truth concerning God and His plans. 

a. We saw this last Lord’s day evening. 
b. It is the only true and reliable revelation of who 

c. It is the end of every dispute for the Christian in 
God is and what He has done. 

these matters because it is the Word of the living 
God. 

2. The Word Contains Many Commandments to Obedience. 
a. It not only tells us about the infinitely glorious 

God of the universe, it also reveals to us His will 
for our lives. 

wants us to know in order than we might please Him 
and not do things which He abhors. 

b. His Word reveals to us everything that our Lord 

c. He defines what is right and wrong, what is holy and 
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unholy, what is just and what is unjust. 
d. It is not for His creatures to question His 

commands, but only to do them. 
The Word Also Contains Many Threatenings of Judgment. 
a. There are also many warnings given in Scripture to 

those who refuse to do what He has commanded. 
b. They are true and legitimate threatenings which 

apply to the unbeliever, believer and apostate. 
c. He gave them to us in order that we might fear Him 

and know that He takes matters of obedience and 
faithfulness very seriously. 

3.  

4. And It Contains Many Promises of Gracious Help. 
a. God not only gives very sober warnings to those who 

would take His law lightly, He also gives to us many 
gracious promises of blessing to those who would 
keep His Word and bear fruit with patience. 

blessings of God; they are graciously bestowed for 
Christ’s sake alone. 

plan, commandments, warnings and promises in order 
that you might stand firm. 

b. Nothing that you or I do merit in any way the 

c. But God gives you the revelation of His nature, 

5. So you must daily search the Scriptures to know them. 
a. When the Bible is not read, neither is it known. 
b. But God commands you to read and study them because 

He wants you to be equipped to fight His battles. 

B. But To Know These Truths Will Do You Absolutely No Good 
Unless They Are Whole-heartedly Believed and Embraced. 
1.  Simply to know these truths is not enough. 

a. You may have a degree from an accredited Bible college. 
(il You may have earned your B.A. in Bible. 

(iil You may have a M.Div., a Th.M., or a Ph.D. 

b. You might have a complete understanding of all the 
major Bible doctrines of Scripture. 
(il You know how to formulate the Nicene doctrine 

(iil You understand the Chalcedonian formula for the 
of the Trinity. 

two natures of Christ. 

c. You might know all the ethics of the Bible. 
(il You know the Ten Commandments. 

You can fully expound the Sermon on the Mount 
and know what it requires. 

Christ which fulfills the Law and the Prophets 
it to love the Lord you God with all your 
heart, mind, soul and strength, and to love 
your neighbor as yourself. 

(iil 

(iiil You know that the greatest command given by 

2. But Unless You Believe Them, They Won’t Profit You At All. 
a. The belief I’m referring to is not just an 
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intellectual assent. 
(il 

(iil 
You may know the facts. 
You may even believe those facts to be true. 

(iiil But the mere believing of them to be true is 
not sufficient. 

b. Can we really say that we believe something if we do 
not respond in an appropriate manner? 
(il Can we really believe the truth concerning God 

when we so easily negotiate it? 
(a) The God of truth has revealed Himself in 

His Word. 
(bl If you believe that, how much should you 

want to study it and learn of Him and of 
His Christ? 

(iil Can we really believe the Word if we do not 
obey God’s commandments? 
(a) The Sovereign Lord of the universe has 

given you His code of conduct and says to 
you this is how you can please Me. 
If you truly believe that how fervently 
should you search the Scriptures and 
examine you life in its light? 
How earnestly should you seek to frame 
your life according to it? 

(bl 

(cl 

(iiil Can we really believe the Word if we do not 
tremble at its warnings? 
(a) The Just and Righteous Judge of all men 

has also warned you what the estate is of 
those who refuse obedience to His 
commandments. 

(bl If you are convinced of this, how careful 
should you be to avoid all possible sin 
and things that lead you into sin as well 
as all appearances of evil? 

(ivl Can we really believe the Word when we do not 
embrace its promises and derive hope and 
encouragement from them? 
(a1 The Lord, the God of all hope has promised 

you many precious things in His Word of 
truth. 

should you rejoice in these things which 
are certainly yours as much as if you now 
owned them? 

(bl If you are assured of this, how much 

c. James tells us that faith without works is dead. 
(il Merely saying that you believe something has no 

value at all in God’s economy. 

in the truth of God’s Word and they tremble. 

experience can be evidence of true saving faith 

(iil James points out that the devils also believe 

(iiil And you know that nothing that the devils 
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for none of them have it. 

enough to tremble at its threatenings. 
If you claim to believe something to be true 
and yet do not act upon it, how convinced are 
you of its truth? 
And how do you live differently than those who 
make no pretense of believing Christ? 

(ivl But at least they believe the Word of God 

(vl 

(vil 

d. You really hold something to be true when it affects 
not only your mind, but your will. 
(il It is an intellectual conviction which reaches 

your faculties of choice that is characteristic 
of true belief. 
Every day you make decisions based upon what 
you believe in your heart to be true. 
When you truly believe the Scriptures then your 
will must be affected by it. 
You will be moved to act upon what you believe 
in your heart of hearts to be true. 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

And When The Truths of God’s Word Are Whole-Heartedly Embraced 
and Acted Upon, They Form An Impenetrable Shield Which the 
Enemies Fiery Missiles Cannot Penetrate. 
A. Paul Compares Faith to the Shield of the Roman Soldier. 

1.  The shield was one of the most important pieces of 
equipment for the soldier. 
a. Roman soldiers used several kinds of shields with 

two being the most common. 
(il They used a small, round shield about two feet 

in diameter, which was secured to their arms by 
two leather straps. 
(a1 It was light weight. 
(bl And it was used to divert the sword of 

their opponent at close range. 

(iil The second was a larger shield used in the 
front lines of battle. 
(a1 

(bl 

It was about two and one half feet wide by 
four feet long. 
It was made of a solid piece of wood 
covered with metal or heavily oiled 
leather. 

of the soldier (MacArthur 3581. 
(cl It was designed to protect the entire body 

(iiil This is the type of shield which Paul is 
referring to here. 

2. With it, the soldier might have protection against all 
the flaming projectiles of the opponent. 
a. The enemy would launch arrows dipped in pitch and 

b. The shield would deflect and extinguish the darts. 
ignited. 

B. For the Christian, Faith is the Shield Which Can Quench All 
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the Flaming Missiles of the Evil One. 
1.  If you believe the truth of God’s Word, then Satan’s 

deceptions cannot harm you. 
a. Satan came to Eve with a clever lie. 

If you eat of the tree, you shall be as God, 
knowing good and evil. 

lies, ate of the fruit, gave to Adam and he 
ate. 
They listened to the beguiler and fell from 
their state of innocency. 

(il 

(iil Eve listened to that liar and the father of all 

(iiil 

b. Satan came to Christ with the same lies. 
(il He attempted to beguile the Second Adam. 

(iil But Christ knew the truth of God and believed 
it, because He is the truth. 

(iiil And He acted upon it, rebuking the enemy with 
the word of truth. 

c. The truth is able to dowse the fiery darts of 
Satan’s deceptions. 
(il When it is studied and believed, it gives you 

great insight into all the affairs of life. 

pride, ambition, discontentedness, and vanity; 
he will seek to fill your mind with unholy, 
blasphemous, skeptical, and ungodly thoughts 
(Hodge 285). 

(iil But like the Son of God, you will be able to 
see through the lies of Satan and quench their 
effects before it leads you down a path of 
destruct ion. 

(iil Satan will seek to mislead you into lust, 

2. When you obey the commandments of God, then Satan cannot 
condemn you. 
a. To obey the commandments of God is the mark of a 

righteous man. 
(il Job 1 : l  tells us, ”THERE WAS A MAN IN THE LAND 

OF UZ, WHOSE NAME WAS JOB, AND THAT MAN WAS 
BLAMELESS, UPRIGHT, FEARING GOD, AND TURNING 
AWAY FROM EVIL. ” 
Job’s was not a perfect righteousness but a 
relative one. 

heart, daily serving the Lord by ministering to 
the needs of others. 

(iil 

(iiil He did what God commanded him with all his 

b. Though we know that our obedience will always be 
imperfect at best, the lack of it leaves us open to 
even greater attacks by the enemy of our souls. 
(il When Satan came to tempt Job, he clung to his 

integrity knowing that he had kept God’s 
commands. 

stand of himself, for when confronted with the 
absolute holiness of God he answered the Lord, 

(iil In the final analysis, Job was not able to 
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3.  

”I KNOW THAT THOU CANST DO ALL THINGS, AND THAT 
NO PURPOSE OF THINE CAN BE THWARTED. WHO IS 
THIS THAT HIDES COUNSEL WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE? 
THEREFORE I HAVE DECLARED THAT WHICH I DID NOT 
UNDERSTAND, THINGS TOO WONDERFUL FOR ME, WHICH 
I DID NOT KNOW. HEAR, NOW, AND I WILL SPEAK; I 
WILL ASK THEE AND DO THOU INSTRUCT ME. I HAVE 
HEARD OF THEE BY THE HEARING OF THE EAR; BUT 
NOW MY EYE SEES THEE; THEREFORE I RETRACT, AND 

The Lord commended Job because he spoke what 
was right of the Lord and healed him and 
multiplied his possessions again. 
Though Job stood ultimately by the 
righteousness of the Messiah who was coming, it 
was his trust in God and obedience to His Word 
that gave him the victory in the battle. 

I REPENT IN DUST AND ASHES” [Job 42:2-6). 
(iiil 

(ivl 

When you tremble at God and His warnings, then Satan’s 
threats cannot frighten you. 
a. The fear of the Lord is foundational to the 

Christian life. 
(il The Proverbs say, ”THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE 

BEGINNING OF KNOWLEDGE; FOOLS DESPISE WISDOM 
AND INSTRUCTION” [Prov. 1 : 7 1 .  

(iil Jesus said, ”AND DO NOT FEAR THOSE WHO KILL THE 
BODY, BUT ARE UNABLE TO KILL THE SOUL; BUT 
RATHER FEAR HIM WHO IS ABLE TO DESTROY BOTH 
SOUL AND BODY IN HELL” [Matt. 10:28). 

b. And if you fear the Sovereign Lord of the universe, 
it will take the fear out of lesser beings. 
(il Put your fear in the proper place. 

(iil Do not fear the reproach that men or devils 
will bring upon you for confronting this 
generation with the truth of God. 

ability to cast into hell. 

we will do all that we can to aver His wrath to 
the point of bringing all the wrath of earth 
and hell against us. 

fearing the consequences, for the consequences 
of pleasing men and not God are far more 
t err if y ing . 

(iiil Rather, Jesus says, fear the One who has the 

(ivl If we fear the One who is most fearsome, then 

(vl You will do what the Lord commands without 

4. When you believe God’ s promises, then all the 
discouragement that the devil brings to destroy you will 
not overwhelm you. 
a. Discouragement is a very potent weapon of the enemy. 

(il Paul was discouraged about the opposition to 

(iil But, ”THE LORD SAID TO PAUL IN THE NIGHT BY A 
the Gospel that he faced in Corinth. 

VISION, ’DO NOT BE AFRAID ANY LONGER, BUT GO ON 
SPEAKING AND DO NOT BE SILENT; FOR I AM WITH 
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YOU, AND NO MAN WILL ATTACK YOU IN ORDER TO 
HARM YOU, FOR I HAVE MANY PEOPLE IN THIS 
CITY. ’ ” 

(iiil And so believing the promise of God, ”HE 
SETTLED THERE A YEAR AND SIX MONTHS, TEACHING 
THE WORD OF GOD AMONG THEM” [Acts 18: 9-1 1 1 .  

b. But why should you be discouraged when God has 
promised you many wonderful things? 
(il Faith is looking beyond the present 

circumstances to the things which God has 
promised. 

THE EVIDENCE OF THINGS NOT SEEN” [Heb. 11 : 6 1 . 
When you believe the promises of God then the 
arrows of Satan’s discouragement cannot subdue 
you. 

trust in the Lord’s Word above all. 

THAT I WOULD SEE THE GOODNESS OF THE LORD IN 
THE LAND OF THE LIVING. WAIT FOR THE LORD; BE 
STRONG, AND LET YOUR HEART TAKE COURAGE; YES, 

(iil ”FAITH IS THE SUBSTANCE OF THINGS HOPED FOR, 

(iiil 

(ivl No matter how bleak the situation becomes, 

(vl ”I WOULD HAVE DESPAIRED UNLESS I HAD BELIEVED 

WAIT FOR THE LORD” [Ps. 27: 13-14). 

4. Carry with you at all times the shield of faith that the 
enemy may not cast you down with his devices. 
a. The command is to ”stand firm” having taken the 

b. Of course, no one of you can wield the shield of 
shield of faith. 

faith unless you have first believed in the name of 
the only begotten Son of God. 
(il This is the gift of God. 

overcome the world. 
But having entered the battlefield through this 
grace of God, you must now earnestly seek to 
trust God on all fronts. 

(iil It is that which gives you the ability to 

(iiil 

c. The more intensely you believe and trust the Word of 
God, the more effective will be your defense against 
the stratagems of the devil. 
(il The devil tried to silence Luther when he spoke 

the truth to the church of his day. 
But he firmly believed that he would live and 
not die that he might declare the wonderful 
works of the Lord. 

(iiil As a result, the Lord used Martin Luther to 
bring about a Reformation in His Church which 
has carried on to this day. 

(iil 

d. With the shield of faith firmly in front of you, 
those fiery missiles which the enemy launches 
against you will not deceive you into believing a 
lie, condemn you for your disobedience, frighten you 
into immobility, and discourage you into despair. 
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e. Take up the shield of faith or you will be open and 
vulnerable to all the attacks of the enemy, and you 
will certainly not stand but fall. Amen. 


