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Last week we saw how the beginning of the famine brought Joseph’s brothers into 
Egypt.  Jacob had heard that there was grain in Egypt, and so he sent his sons down there 
to buy some for their household.  But he didn’t send Benjamin.  Benjamin was the only 
surviving child of his beloved wife Rachel, and he couldn’t bear the thought of losing 
him.  We also saw that it might have been possible that Jacob didn’t trust his sons with 
Benjamin.  He had lost Joseph when he was in their care, and he didn’t want to take the 
chance that it might happen again.  But we also saw that when the brothers arrived in 
Egypt, and Joseph saw that Benjamin wasn’t with them, it made him suspect that his 
brothers had not repented of their sins against him, but that they might have even hurt or 
killed his brother.  Joseph wanted to be reconciled to them, but he didn’t want to reveal 
himself to them until he found out what was in their hearts, perhaps because they might 
end up leaving and bringing their household to ruin in the middle of the famine.  And so 
he put them to the test.  He treated them harshly.  He accused them of being spies.  He 
asked them many questions, especially about their father and their younger brother who 
wasn’t with them.  He finally concluded that the only way he would be able to tell if they 
had repented was to send them back to Canaan to get Benjamin.  But what was he to do?  
If his brother were telling the truth, he knew that his father wouldn’t let Benjamin come.  
He decided that he would keep one of his brothers as a hostage.  He decided not to keep 
Reuben, because he had learned while they were with him that Reuben had actually tried 
to help him when his brothers wanted to kill him.  Instead he took Simeon, the second 
oldest.  He would bear their blame in the Egyptian prison until they returned with 
Benjamin.  But finally, we saw how the Lord tested Jacob.  When his sons returned to 
him without Simeon, he thought that his sons had somehow provoked the Egyptians.  
Matters became even worse when his sons emptied their sacks and found their money 
with the grain.  But the final straw came when they told him that they couldn’t return to 
Egypt without Benjamin.  What was Jacob to do?  Should he trust in the promise of God 
that He would work all things together for his good, which is what He was in fact doing?  
Or should he trust his senses which told him that not only Joseph was dead, but now 
Simeon, and if his sons got their way, soon Benjamin would be dead as well?  He decided 
to trust what he saw, instead of God’s promises.  And even though Reuben offered his 
two sons to him as the guarantee that he would bring Benjamin back, Jacob would not let 
Benjamin go.   

Now that is where we were last time.  This evening, we’re going to see how the 
Lord again uses the famine to force the brothers to return to Egypt, this time with 
Benjamin, and how the Lord continues to move things towards reconciliation for the 
deliverance of His people from the famine.   

First, we see the return to Egypt.  We read that the famine was still severe in the 
land.  Soon, the food that the brothers had brought was all gone.  So Jacob told them to 
go back and get some more food.  But Judah reminded him that they couldn’t go back 
without Benjamin.  The ruler of the land had plainly told them that they wouldn’t see his 
face without him.  In the same way that the Father will not allow us to come into His 
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presence without His Son, so also Joseph would not allow his brothers to come to him 
without this only son of Rachel.  Jacob asked his sons why they treated him so badly by 
telling the man that they had another brother.  They said they were only answering the 
man’s questions.  They had no way of knowing that he was going to ask them to bring 
him to Egypt.  But Judah, realizing that they would soon perish without food from Egypt, 
finally decided to offer himself as surety for his brother.  He might have done this 
because he knew his life depended on it.  He might have done it because he also knew 
that the lives of his household and that of his father and brothers depended on it.  Or he 
may have done so because he knew that his sinful heart had already cost his family the 
life of a brother.  Perhaps his conscience had smitten him earlier when Joseph’s dealings 
with him and his brothers had brought their sin regarding Joseph back to their minds.  
Perhaps he wanted now to do what he could to ensure Benjamin’s safety as restitution for 
what he did to Joseph, since there was nothing he could do to bring Joseph back.  
Certainly, this is exactly what Joseph will be looking for – the sign that the time is right 
to reveal himself to his brothers.  But for whatever reason, Judah offered himself, and 
Jacob decided to let Benjamin go with them.  They were going to die without food 
anyway, so he might as well send him in the hope that not only his household, but also 
that Benjamin, will somehow survive.  Jacob was willing to give the only remaining son 
he had of Rachel, in order to save his household.  In an analogous way, the Father also 
sent His only begotten Son into the world, to save His household – His elect people – the 
household of faith.   

But before they go, Jacob told them to take a gift for the man – a gift of balm, 
honey, aromatic gum and myrrh, pistachio nuts and almonds.  The reason he sent them 
was that these things were hard to get in Egypt.  They were the produce of that land.  
When the brothers were about to kill Joseph, but then decided to sell him to the 
Midianites, we read that these Midianites were on their way to Egypt to sell these same 
kinds of things to the Egyptians (Gen. 37:25).  Now we might be tempted to wonder why 
they needed food from Egypt if they had all these things already.  But we need to realize 
that these things were not the staples of life, but the delicacies of life.  Although it’s not 
quite the same, it would be like having an endless supply of chocolate to eat, without 
bread or the other basic necessities of life.  You could live off of them for a while, but not 
for very long.  We’re not told precisely how much of these things they had.  They were 
probably in short demand as well.  But what they needed were the basic necessities, 
which are much better to have.  During times of famine, the things that people value the 
most – such as money, or gold, or diamonds – they would gladly trade for food.  These 
things are only valuable if you already have the necessities of life.  Think about how 
many people there are in this world who set aside the most important thing in life – the 
salvation of their souls through faith in Christ – to pursue the treasures of this world.  
And yet on the Day of Judgment, they would gladly give them all up in order to have that 
salvation, which they currently don’t value at all.  These two things that are the most 
important – the salvation of our souls and the basic necessities of life – are there very 
things the Lord promises to give us in Christ Jesus, if we will only believe.  How willing 
then should we be to count all things but loss with the apostle Paul (Phil. 3:8) in order to 
have the treasure that is Jesus Christ, and with Him, all things pertaining to life and 
godliness (2 Pet. 1:3)?  If we truly understand these things, we should be very willing.   
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Now Jacob sent this gift along to pacify the man’s anger, even though as far as he 
knew the man might not have a just cause to be angry in the first place.  But sometimes 
it’s wise to do what we can to make peace, even if it’s more than justice requires.  
Solomon writes, “A gift in secret subdues anger, and a present in the bosom, strong 
wrath” (Prov. 21:14).  He also sent them back with double the money – in case the price 
of the food had risen – and the money that was returned in their sacks – in case it was a 
mistake.  Even if it wasn’t a mistake, even if it had been put there on purpose – which it 
was – they should never take anything that doesn’t belong to them, and so they wanted to 
return it.  But they also took Benjamin, the only remaining son of Rachel, the one Jacob 
loved the most.  Jacob was so concerned that he blessed them as they left and prayed that 
God might grant compassion on them in the eyes of this ruler, that he might release both 
Simeon and Benjamin.  This was the same thing he had done many years earlier when he 
had another enemy to subdue – his brother Esau.  He prayed earnestly to God and sent a 
gift ahead, hoping that the Lord would show him mercy.  Here he does the same, hoping 
for the same mercy from God.  But if God willed that both of them be lost, then so be it.  
Jacob was willing to leave the matter with God.  When we have done everything we can, 
we must leave things in the hands of God.  He is ultimately in control of all things.  And 
so the men departed for Egypt, hoping for the salvation of their households.   

Second, we see the brothers brought to Joseph’s house and Joseph’s further test to 
see what is in their hearts.  When they arrived and Joseph saw Benjamin, he told his 
house steward to bring them to his house and to prepare lunch for them.  Now when the 
brothers saw that they were being taken to his house, they were afraid.  They thought the 
man was going to blame them for the missing money and use this as an opportunity to 
make them his slaves.  He certainly hadn’t shown them any kindness before.  This, 
coupled with their guilty consciences, made them think there was going to be a bad 
outcome to this.  Usually, when our consciences convict us of something we’ve done 
wrong, we interpret everything in a bad light, which is what they were doing here.  But 
they wanted to head off this charge before it was made, if they could, and so they came to 
his steward and pleaded their case.  They thought that if they gave the money back before 
he asked for it, it would show they were innocent.  But when they spoke to him, the 
steward said he already had their money.  God must have given them that treasure in their 
sacks.  He probably said this to show that he didn’t suspect them of having done anything 
wrong and to keep them from asking any further questions, since he knew that Joseph had 
ordered its return.  It’s interesting that the steward told them that God had done this.  
Joseph had either instructed him in the ways of the Lord, as he sought to be faithful by 
leading his household in the ways of the Lord, or perhaps the true God was now known in 
Egypt, since Joseph had given Him the honor for the interpretation of the dreams that had 
saved Egypt from destruction.  This new reverence for the Lord in the land of Egypt 
because of the interpretation of Pharaoh’s dream was undoubtedly the reason why 
Joseph’s family was treated so well while the current Pharaoh was alive.  The servant 
then brought Simeon to them, brought them into Joseph’s house, gave them water for 
their feet, and then took care of their donkeys.   

Then the brother prepared their gift for Joseph, and when Joseph arrived, they 
presented it to him and bowed down.  Joseph again saw the fulfillment of his dream so 
many years ago.  He asked them about their welfare and that of their father’s.  He asked if 
their father was still alive.  Life is so transient to start with, but it especially becomes so 
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when we are old, which is why we should be ready to die at all times.  They told him that 
their father was still alive and that he was well, and they bowed down again.  Then he 
saw Benjamin.  He asked them if this was their younger brother they had told him about, 
and he blessed him in the name of the Lord.  Then he hurried out because his emotions 
overwhelmed him.  He again wept because he finally saw his brother.  It had been so 
long.  He had been through so much.  But now Benjamin was standing before him.  But 
he also wept because this showed him that his brothers hadn’t lied.  They had told him 
the truth.  But he wept secretly, because he still wasn’t ready to reveal himself to his 
brothers.  Then he washed his face and returned to his brothers.  He had his servant serve 
the meal, to him by himself, to his brothers by themselves, and to the Egyptians with him 
by themselves, because it was a loathsome thing to the Egyptians to eat with a Hebrew.  
In a certain sense, they had the same kind of ethnic bigotry that we will later see in the 
Jews towards the Gentiles, and yet in Christ, that wall will be broken down, when the 
Father will send His Son into the world, to become a man, to reconcile mankind to 
Himself, in the same way that He sent Joseph into Egypt to provide for His people by 
reconciling those two groups in himself.  Joseph also had the brothers seated in order 
from the first-born according to his birthright to the youngest according to his youth.  The 
men were astonished, believing that the man could divine.  They may have also heard 
about how this man had interpreted Pharaoh’s dream, risen to power, and saved Egypt.  
The Lord was continuing to exalt Joseph as a savior in their eyes, as a picture of how He 
would later exalt His Son.   

But finally, we see a last test.  When it came time to eat, he had his servant give 
them portions from his own table.  This certainly must have been a great blessing, 
especially considering that they hadn’t had a good meal now for about two years (Cf. 
45:6).  In time of famine, it’s enough to be fed, but they were feasting, which showed 
how they were experiencing the blessing of the Lord in the land of Egypt.  However, he 
gave Benjamin five times as much, probably not expecting him to eat it all, but as a 
blessing to him and perhaps as a test to see whether or not his brothers would become 
jealous of this special treatment in the same way that his father’s special treatment of him 
made them jealous many years earlier.  He’s still wondering whether or not he can reveal 
himself to them, whether their hearts have changed, whether they can be reconciled.  The 
final test will come next time when he has Benjamin arrested and threatens to keep him, 
unless one of them is willing to offer himself in his place, something they should have 
done when he was in trouble many years ago.   

But again the Lord did all this in order to save His people then, that He might 
bring His Messiah into the world to save His people now.  It is through Jesus, that we are 
reconciled to God.  In Him, we are not only saved from the famine of the wickedness of 
this world and the hell to come, but we are brought into the treasure and feasting of 
heaven forever.  May the Lord help us to ever rejoice in this wonderful salvation.  Amen.   


