
“The Second Coming” 

(Matthew 13:24-50) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.  Last week, we considered:   

1.  That Satan was bound when Christ came the first time so that he might not 

prevent the kingdom of heaven from advancing (Rev. 20:1-3; cf. Matt. 12:29).   

2.  That the kingdom of heaven is continuing to grow and will do so until it fills and 

influences the whole world (Rev. 20:4-6; Matt. 13:31-33).   

3.  And that at the very end of this time frame (the millennium), just before Christ 

returns, Satan will be released for a short time to bring one last escalating 

persecution against the church (Rev. 20:7-10).   

4.  We consider at least two reasons why the Lord would allow this:   

a.  So that those who are Christ’s enemies would be revealed before the Lord 

brought judgment on them.   

b.  And so that the saints would give the Lord all the more glory for His restraint 

on their enemies and deliverance from them.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, let’s consider what will take place after Satan’s release and 

persecution against the church.   

a.  The next thing that will happen is Christ will return.   

b.  When this takes place, it will set off a string of events that will bring about 

the conclusion of this world and the bringing in of the next.   

c.  As we look at these events, I want us to see two things:   

(i)  First, that they are all connected:  when the Second Coming takes place, 

all of these things will immediately follow.   

(ii)  Second, that this string of events rules out the possibility of a 

Premillennial return of Christ.   

(a)  If all these things do in fact take place when Christ comes again, 

human history as we know it will be changed forever.   

(b)  There can’t be a millennial (or thousand year) reign of Christ on the 

earth following His return since this earth will be gone and there will be 

no one left to rule.   

 

2.  Let’s consider what these events are:   

a.  First, the Second Coming of Christ.   

b.  Second, the destruction of Christ’s enemies.   

c.  Third, the resurrection of the righteous and the unrighteous.   

d.  Fourth, the rapture of the church.   

e.  Fifth, the final judgment.   

f.  Sixth, the destruction of the old heavens and earth and the bringing in of the 

new.   

g.  Finally, the end of Christ’s mediatorial reign.   
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II.  Sermon.   

A.  The first event is the Second Coming of Christ.   

1.  There is nothing more clearly taught in Scripture than that Christ will come 

again.   

a.  After Jesus commanded His disciples to wait for the promised Spirit in 

Jerusalem, He ascended into heaven; and as they watched Him go, two angels 

said to them, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky?  This 

Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the 

same way as you have watched Him go into heaven” (Acts 1:9-11).   

b.  Paul writes, “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 

with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in 

Christ will rise first” (1 Thes. 4:16).   

c.  Jesus is coming again bodily, and it’s important for us to note at this point 

that He will only come in this way once.   

 

2.  If you are a believer this morning, this is something you should be looking 

forward to:  this will be the time of your glorification.   

a.  “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a 

Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble 

state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power 

that He has even to subject all things to Himself” (Phil. 3:20-21).   

b.  When He comes, He will change all of His children into His likeness and 

receive us to Himself.   

c.  We should be looking forward to, and getting ready for, this.   

 

B.  This is not a time, though, that His enemies will relish:  Second, when Christ 

comes, He is coming to destroy them.   

1.  We saw this briefly last week in our text.   

a.  After Satan is released and has gathered his army against the saints, the Lord 

will return to rescue them by destroying their enemies:  “fire came down 

from heaven and devoured them” (Rev. 20:9).   

b.  We read in 2 Thessalonians 1:7-8, “The Lord Jesus will be revealed from 

heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to 

those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our 

Lord Jesus.”   

 

2.  If you have not trusted in Christ to save you and turned from your sins, this 

morning, then be afraid:  our Lord makes no idle threats.  Turn from your sins; 

turn to Christ, and be saved.   

 

C.  Third, after He has destroyed His enemies, He will raise the dead.   

1.  The Bible speaks of only one resurrection that will take place at the Second 

Coming.   

a.  When Jesus spoke of the resurrection, He spoke of it as one event:   
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(i)  This is even how the liberal Jews, the Sadducees, viewed it.  When they 

questioned Him about the woman who married the seven brothers, they 

asked, “In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife of the seven will she 

be?  For they all had married her” (Matt. 22:28; cf. Phil. 3:11; 2 Tim. 

2:16).   

(ii)  And when Jesus answered, this is how He viewed it:  “You are mistaken, 

not understanding the Scriptures nor the power of God.  For in the 

resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like 

angels in heaven” (vv. 29-30).   

 

b.  Paul did the same:  “But this I admit to you, that according to the Way which 

they call a sect I do serve the God of our fathers, believing everything that is 

in accordance with the Law and that is written in the Prophets; having a hope 

in God, which these men cherish themselves, that there shall certainly be a 

resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked” (Acts 24:14-15).   

c.  If there were several resurrections, then both Jesus and Paul would need to 

explain which one they were referring to; but they don’t.   

 

2.  Jesus tells us that in the resurrection, all the dead will be raised:  both the 

righteous and the wicked at the same time.   

a.  “Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the 

tombs will hear His voice, and will come forth; those who did the good deeds 

to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection 

of judgment” (John 5:28-29).   

b.  When Jesus returns He will summon all the dead, not some at this time and 

some at another.   

c.  There is only one resurrection, when Christ returns.   

 

D.  Fourth, after the Lord has raised the dead, He will rapture His church.   

1.  Paul tells us that the rapture will take place immediately after the resurrection:   

a.  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 

of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise 

first.  Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them 

in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the 

Lord.  Therefore comfort one another with these words” (1 Thes. 4:16-18).   

b.  He is talking here about the resurrection:  the dead in Christ shall rise first – 

not necessarily before the wicked are raised, but before the living believers 

are caught up or raptured.   

c.  There is one resurrection; and once the Lord has raised the dead, He will 

rapture the living.   

 

2.  Why don’t we read anything here about the rapture of the wicked?  The 

righteous and the wicked are both raised; why then aren’t the wicked raptured 

with the righteous?   

a.  It’s not because the wicked are left to go through a seven year tribulation:  

there will be no more human history as we know it when Jesus comes again.   
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b.  It’s also not assumed in the rapture of the righteous, as I thought before.   

c.  They’re not mentioned because they’re all included in the resurrection.   

(i)  When Christ comes, the first thing He does is destroy all the wicked who 

have gathered against His church (Rev. 20:9; 2 Thes. 1:6-9).   

(ii)  Since there are no wicked left alive, they must all be raised.   

(iii)  After the Lord raises the dead – both the righteous and the wicked – then 

He will rapture the only remaining group – His church.  

 

E.  Fifth, the reason He raises the dead and raptures the living is to gather them 

together all at the same time for the final judgment.   

1.  Like the resurrection and the rapture, there is only one judgment.   

a.  Jesus refers to it as the “day of judgment.”  “Nevertheless I say to you, it will 

be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for you.  

And you, Capernaum, will not be exalted to heaven, will you?  You will 

descend to Hades; for if the miracles had occurred in Sodom which occurred 

in you, it would have remained to this day.  Nevertheless I say to you that it 

will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for 

you” (Matt. 11:22-24; cf. 12:36; 41-42; 2 Pet. 2:9).   

b.  Jesus tells us this judgment will take place when He comes:   

(i)  “For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His 

angels, and will then repay every man according to his deeds” (Matthew 

16:27).   

(ii)  “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with 

Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne.  All the nations will be 

gathered before Him” (Matt. 25:31-32).   

 

c.  It will be on the “last” day.    

(i)  “Martha said to Him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on 

the last day’” (John 11:24).   

(ii)  This is the last day of human history, before a grand new era begins in 

the new heavens and the new earth.   

 

2.  And so when we read about the Bema Seat Judgment, the Sheep and Goat 

Judgment, and the Great White Throne Judgment, we are reading about the same 

judgment, the last judgment at the end of the world, when everyone will give an 

account for their deeds.   

 

F.  Sixth, when Christ comes again, the New Heavens and the New Earth will also be 

brought in.   

1.  He will do this around the same time as the resurrection.   

a.  Paul writes, “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 

worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  For the 

anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of 

God.  For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of 

Him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself also will be set free 

from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of 



5 

God.  For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of 

childbirth together until now.  And not only this, but also we ourselves, 

having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 

waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body” 

(Romans 8:18-23; cf. 2 Pet. 3:10).   

b.  Both we and the Creation became the slaves of corruption at the Fall; both of 

us are now groaning under that corruption longing to be set free; both of us 

will be set free when Christ comes again.   

c.  When our bodies are redeemed at the resurrection, the Creation will also be 

redeemed.   

 

2.  The Second Coming, the destruction of the wicked, the resurrection, the rapture, 

the final judgment, and the New Heavens and New Earth will all take place 

around the same time.   

 

G.  Finally, the end of Christ’s mediatorial reign will come.   

1.  He began to reign after His humiliation – His incarnation, sufferings and death.   

a.  When He was raised from the dead, He ascended into heaven and sat down at 

the right hand of the Father as King over all creation.   

b.  He is now reigning until all His enemies are subdued (Psalm 110).   

 

2.  But once they are subdued and judged, His reign as Mediator will end.   

a.  Paul writes, “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.  

But each in his own order:  Christ the first fruits, after that those who are 

Christ’s at His coming, then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom 

to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and 

power.  For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet.  

The last enemy that will be abolished is death.  For He has put all things in 

subjection under His feet.  But when He says, ‘All things are put in 

subjection,’ it is evident that He is excepted who put all things in subjection 

to Him.  When all things are subjected to Him, then the Son Himself also will 

be subjected to the One who subjected all things to Him, so that God may be 

all in all” (1 Cor. 15:23-28).   

b.  The Father handed the kingdom over to Christ as part of His reward:  that He 

might rule and overrule all things for the good of His church – His people 

who are His true and everlasting reward (Isa. 53:10-12).   

c.  When He has brought all His sons and daughters to glory, and punished their 

enemies, then He will give the kingdom back to His Father.   

d.  This doesn’t detract anything from Christ’s glory, but fulfills His role as 

Mediator.  As God, He still possesses all the glory and as Mediator, He will 

still be honored and glorified.   

 

III.  Application.  Now all these things are going to take place when Christ returns, and 

because they are, they rule out any further human history to follow.   

A.  Among other things, this means there will be no more opportunity for anyone to 

repent of their sins and believe in Christ.   
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1.  There are many who believe that Christ is coming soon, and if He should come 

before they’re ready, they will still have a seven year tribulation in which to 

repent and believe – but they’re wrong.   

2.  Once Christ comes, it’s too late:  if they trusted in Christ, all will be well; if they 

didn’t, they will be lost.   

 

B.  Of course, if the Bible teaches that Christ isn’t coming for a long time, that fact 

isn’t relevant.  But here’s something that is:  we must all stand before Him.   

1.  Christ is coming to raise the dead and rapture the living for a reason:  the final 

judgment.   

2.  On that day, He will judge every man according to what he has done.   

a.  Everything will be brought into the Lord’s court as evidence:  every thought, 

every word, every action, everything that every man, woman or child has 

ever done.   

b.  And everyone will be judged accordingly.   

(i)  If you haven’t repented and trusted in Christ to save you, then every sin 

you have committed – and we have all committed many sins – will speak 

out against you and everyone of them will be like a weight that will push 

you down further into the lake of fire.   

(ii)  But if you have trusted Him, none of your sins will be counted against 

you, only the quality of your service for Christ will be judged to determine 

your level of reward in heaven.   

 

3.  And so judge yourselves now and do what must be done.   

a.  If you haven’t turned from your sins and trusted in Christ to take away your 

guilt, then do so now.   

b.  But if you have, then let the fact that how you live your life will forever 

determine your reward in heaven provoke you to do more with your talents 

for your Lord now.   

c.  May the Lord give us the grace to do the right thing.   

d.  Next week, we’ll look more carefully at what the New Heavens and the New 

Earth, and the Lake of Fire will be like.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


