
“The School of Tyrannus” 
(Acts 19:8-12)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we saw Paul return to Ephesus.  To refresh our minds and get us up to 
speed, we saw:   
a.  Both Paul and Apollos laboring on ground the other had broken.   
b.  We saw Paul’s concern that the twelve disciples he met there were lacking the 

knowledge and power of the Holy Spirit.   
c.  And we saw him correct and instruct them in the fundamentals of the faith, their 

teachable spirit in receiving that instruction and baptism, and the Lord’s faithfulness 
in equipping them with His Spirit to serve Him.   

 
2.  In essence, we saw the spiritual foundation poured for the church at Ephesus.   

a.  Perhaps these men were twelve in number to represent the core from which this 
church would grow, as the Jerusalem church began with twelve.   

b.  Some speculate these would later form the leadership of the Ephesian church and 
were the men Paul would later call to himself to warn before his departure to 
Jerusalem (Acts 20:17).   

c.  In any case, we see the humble beginnings of what would become a great outpouring 
of the Spirit of God.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we see something more of what the Lord was intending to do.   
a.  After Paul finished ministering to these twelve men, he immediately went to the 

local synagogue.   
b.  There, as was his custom, he boldly argued and reasoned with them for three months.   
c.  When some of them began to oppose him, he took the disciples to the school of 

Tyrannus, where he continued his ministry for two more years.   
d.  The Lord also powerfully worked with Paul, performing many extraordinary 

miracles, to confirm His message.   
e.  The result was that all of Asia heard the Gospel 
 

2.  From this, let’s consider four things:   
a.  First, we need to keep pressing forward in our efforts to advance Christ’s kingdom, 

no matter what the obstacles.  After he finished with the twelve, Paul immediately 
went about his work with the Jews in Ephesus.   

b.  Second, when the doors close where we’re ministering, we need to find another area 
of service.  Paul withdrew from the synagogue when opposition mounted, but 
continued his work with the disciples in the school of Tyrannus.   

c.  Third, the Lord often changes our circumstances that He might further advance His 
Gospel.  Paul, by laboring in the school of Tyrannus, was able effectively to 
evangelize all of Asia.   
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d.  Finally, as we do the Lord’s work, He will work with us to confirm His Word:  God 
did miracles through Paul to validate His message.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we need to keep pressing forward in our efforts to advance Christ’s kingdom, no 
matter what the obstacles:  “And he entered the synagogue and continued speaking out 
boldly for three months, reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of God” (Acts 
19:8).   
1.  Paul continued by going first to the Jews.   

a.  God was still calling out His elect from among them before bringing judgment in AD 
70.   
(i)  So Paul goes first to them, before going to the Gentiles.   
(ii)  Unless they come to him, such as the twelve, if they were in fact Gentiles.   
 

b.  Paul spoke to them boldly, not sheepishly.   
(i)  If we expect others to listen, we must speak with confidence.   
(ii)  If we don’t sound like we believe ourselves, why should anyone else believe us?   
(iii)  If we don’t sound like we believe it ourselves, perhaps we’re not persuaded, at 

least not to the degree we ought to be.   
 

c.  And he continued to do this for three months:   
(i)  Paul persisted – reasoning and persuading.   
(ii)  It’s like a three month debate – we’ve had situations where we’ve presented our 

arguments over a long period of time, answering questions, receiving new 
questions, thinking and researching them, going back.   

(iii)  We need to persist.  If we give up right away, nothing will come of it.   
 

2.  Paul’s persistence shows us two things:   
a.  The love he had for the Lord.   

(i)  His continued faithfulness to the Lord proved it.   
(ii)  He didn’t do all this work and suffer all these things for nothing.   
(iii)  His willingness to face even the most difficult situations was borne from a heart 

that was deeply in love with Christ.   
 

b.  The love he had for his neighbor:   
(i)  His love was constant for his countrymen; his continued prayer was for their 

salvation (Rom. 10:1).   
(ii)  He showed his love for all men by reaching out even to the Gentiles – let’s not 

forget Paul was a Jew, and as a Jew would have had some difficulty here.   
(iii)  But even here he was willing to suffer all things for the sake of Christ’s elect – 

all of them – that they might be gathered to Him (2 Tim. 2:10).   
 

3.  We need to learn to push through our difficulties and move forward:   
a.  Whether that opposition comes from Satan – in the form of spiritual warfare – or our 

flesh – in wrestling with sins that hold us back – or the world – the people who 
persecute and threaten us.   
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b.  We’ve never had to face the obstacles Paul has; but hopefully, by God’s grace, our 
love for Christ, our families and our neighbors in general will compel us forward, no 
matter what we must face.   

c.  Christ’s glory and their eternal salvation are at stake.   
 
B.  Second, when the current doors of service close, we need to find another area of service:  

“But when some were becoming hardened and disobedient, speaking evil of the Way 
before the people, he withdrew from them and took away the disciples, reasoning daily in 
the school of Tyrannus” (v. 9).   
1.  Some of the Jews rejected the Gospel:   

a.  We need to remember that the Gospel has two effects:   
(i)  It softens those the Lord is drawing near – either the elect, or those He awakens 

for one reason or another.   
(ii)  But it hardens others – either the reprobate or the elect He isn’t intending to 

bring near to Himself just yet (there were many who rejected Jesus during the 
whole time of His ministry that received Him on the day of Pentecost).   

 
b.  When a significant number are hardened, sometimes we need to withdraw because it 

becomes impossible to make further progress in situations like this.   
(i)  They were not only hardened and disobedient, they began to speak evil of the 

Gospel to the people.   
(ii)  To continue in this situation would be to give the enemy an opportunity to 

blaspheme God.   
(iii)  Jesus told His disciples that when a town or village did not receive them, they 

were to leave and shake the dust off their feet as a witness against them (Matt. 
10:14).   

(iv)  There were many others to be reached, and so they were not to continue to 
waste their time with those who wouldn’t listen.   

 
2.  The important thing to see here is when this happened, Paul didn’t give up the work, he 

only changed his location to continue to work with those whose hearts were opened by 
the Lord.   
a.  He moved to the school of Tyrannus.   

(i)  Tyrannus means “prince.”   
(ii)  Apparently, he was a Greek rhetorician who had a “school” at Ephesus.   
(iii)  “Some have supposed that he was a Jew, and that his ‘school’ was a private 

synagogue” (Easton).   
 
b.  There Paul continued to teach those who were willing to receive.   

(i)  Richard Baxter once wrote that he could not understand why any minister would 
labor with an unprofitable people.   

(ii)  When there is no fruit, we should move on to where the Lord allows us to bear 
fruit – unless He shows us in some other way that it is His will we continue.   

(iii)  The time is so short, we can’t afford to waste it; we must keep pressing forward.   
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C.  Third, the Lord often changes our circumstances that He might further advance His 
Gospel:  “This took place for two years, so that all who lived in Asia heard the word of the 
Lord, both Jews and Greeks” (v. 10).   
1.  Paul was formerly going from city to city and from synagogue to synagogue.   

a.  Now he roots himself in this school for a period of two years.   
b.  During this time, with the disciples going and people coming, eventually all of Asia 

effectively heard the Gospel, both Jews and Greeks.   
c.  The Lord meant this to be the outcome.   
 

2.  Perhaps the Lord is doing something like this with us.   
a.  Perhaps He has allowed the ground to be hard in this area to turn us into another 

direction.   
b.  He has given us time to focus on the ministry of the Word and the means to get that 

Word out in a way that potentially could have a worldwide audience:  through the 
internet ministry.   

c.  Through this resource, we have virtually become a school to whoever wants to learn 
in any part of the world.   

d.  How the Word gets out is not as important as the fact that it does.   
e.  This doesn’t mean we shouldn’t try to reach those around us:  we should; but we 

should use every legitimate means at our disposal, especially those that bear fruit, by 
God’s grace.   

 
D.  Finally, as we set our hearts to do the Lord’s work, He will work with us to confirm His 

Word:  “God was performing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, so that 
handkerchiefs or aprons were even carried from his body to the sick, and the diseases left 
them and the evil spirits went out” (vv. 11-12).   
1.  As Paul taught at Ephesus, God allowed Paul to perform miracles so that those he 

taught would know that this was God’s Word.   
a.  Paul even did greater things than Jesus – as Jesus said those who believed in Him 

would (John 14:12) – by healing and casting out demons through articles of clothing 
that came in contact with him.   

b.  These miracles were not only a great benefit to those who received them, they 
confirmed that his message was from God.   

 
2.  The Lord does not need to confirm His Word any longer, since it is complete, and He 

has already confirmed it through these miracles.   
a.  But this doesn’t mean He no longer demonstrates its power.   
b.  When an unbeliever sees the power of our doctrine to change our lives, producing 

love for one another (John 13:35) and for them (James 2:8), and when they see the 
changes it makes in their own lives – delivering them from their bondage to sin – 
they will know that this message is from God.   

c.  To this end, we need to strive to live up to what the Gospel calls us to be, by:   
(i)  Pressing forward through every obstacle.   
(ii)  Checking for open doors when our doors of opportunity close.   
(iii)  Trusting that the Lord will open and close doors to advance His cause.   
(iv)  And seeking to live the life of love He calls us to believing He will demonstrate 

its truth through the testimony of changed lives.  Amen.   


