
“The Scars of Christ” 
(Galatians 6:17-18) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we considered the different forces driving the Judaizers – and all 
who are of the flesh – and that which compelled Paul to do what he did – and all 
who are of the Spirit.   
a.  Those who are of the flesh are out for themselves:   

(i)  They want others to think they’re special.   
(ii)  They seek for the applause of men.   
(iii)  They want to be looked up to as fathers.   
(iv)  Because of this, they’re concerned about how things look on the outside, 

not what God sees on their inside – in their hearts.   
 

b.  Those who are of the Spirit are quite different:   
(i)  They don’t glory in what they do, but in what Christ did:  in His cross.   
(ii)  They don’t seek the applause of the world, they have died to it.   
(iii)  They don’t worry about external observances of traditions and opinions 

of men – they realize those things are indifferent; instead they mind the 
truth and the state of their heart.   

(iv)  They know it’s the new birth that makes them a part of God’s people – 
His Israel – not circumcision and observing the Law of Moses.   

(v)  Because of this, they’re concerned both about their outward behavior and 
their inward disposition:  they want to do the right things for the right 
reasons.   
(a)  The right thing is to follow Christ.   
(b)  The right reason is that they are completely indebted to Him for His 

cross:  His life, death, resurrection, ascension, Spirit/grace, blessings.   
 

2.  This difference between them makes all the difference in the world:   
a.  It makes a difference as to what they do in this world:   

(i)  Those of the flesh seek to draw attention to themselves that they may 
boast in themselves and their own works.   

(ii)  Those of the Spirit seek to draw attention to Christ and to boast in Him.   
 

b.  And it makes a difference in their destinations:   
(i)  Those of the flesh will perish forever.   
(ii)  But those of the Spirit will live forever.   

 
c.  There is nothing more important in all the world than this, which is why Paul 

took the time to endorse this letter with his own hand:  he cared about the 
Galatians, as certainly our Lord who gave us this letter cares about us.   
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B.  Preview.   
1.  This difference in character between Paul and the Judaizers produced results that 

Paul now uses to make one more argument for the Gospel he preaches.   
a.  We just touched on it this morning.   

(i)  The Judaizers taught what they did – compelling the Gentile Christians to 
receive circumcision and to obey Moses – so that they would not be 
persecuted for the cross of Christ.  They did everything they could to 
avoid suffering.   

(ii)  Paul, on the other hand, didn’t avoid it:   
(a)  He was willing to preach what the Jews stumbled over/hated.   
(b)  He was willing to face their persecution, and he did.   
(c)  He had the scars left from his many beatings and stonings to prove he 

did.   
(d)  He bore on his body the stigmata, the scars that showed that he was 

preaching the message that Christ commissioned and that he really 
belonged to Christ.   

 
b.  This may be the greatest evidence of the truth of Christianity:  Jesus said the 

world would hate those who follow Him, and they do.  He said, “In the world 
you have tribulation” (John 16:33).   
(i)  Paul points to these scars and says that no one should cause him any 

further trouble – that is, no one should argue with him about his doctrine 
any further – here was the proof that he was right.   

(ii)  What does he mean?  It’s a matter of simple deduction:   
(a)  Jesus said His people would be hated and persecuted by the world.   
(b)  Paul was hated and persecuted as evidenced by his scars.   
(c)  Paul therefore was a true believer who preached the truth.   
(d)  Of course, the world also hates its own on occasion.   
(e)  But it especially hates those who boldly shine the light of truth in its 

face, as Paul did.   
(f)  The Judaizers didn’t suffer anything at the hands of the world, at the 

hands of the Jews who hated and killed Jesus, their doctrine, therefore 
was not the same as Christ’s or Paul’s.   

 
2.  This is what I want us to explore this evening, as we look at two things:   

a.  First, the scars Jesus calls us to bear as Christians.   
b.  And second, how He gives us the grace to bear them as Christians.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider the scars Christ calls us to bear for Him, “From now on let no 
one cause trouble for me, for I bear on my body the brand-marks of Jesus” (v. 17).   
1.  What are these “brand-marks of Jesus”?   

a.  The “brand-marks” Paul refers to here are literally scars.   
(i)  The Greek word is ���������, from which we get our English word 

stigmata.   
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(ii)  It is used in Roman Catholicism to refer to the marks some claim to have 
that correspond to those on Christ when He suffered in His crucifixion.   

(iii)  In their view, only the very spiritual ever receive them.   
 

b.  While we don’t believe that the Lord miraculously inflicts wounds on any of 
His people, we do believe that every believer will have the brand-marks of 
Jesus in their lives:   
(i)  Jesus said, “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before 

it hated you.  If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but 
because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 
because of this the world hates you.  Remember the word that I said to 
you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’  If they persecuted Me, they 
will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also” 
(John 15:18-20).   

(ii)  Paul told the saints at Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, “Through many 
tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22).   

(iii)  He told the saints at Rome that they would have to endure many trial 
and afflictions, but nothing could take them away from their Savior:  
“Who will separate us from the love of Christ?  Will tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  Just 
as it is written, ‘For Your sake we are being put to death all day long; we 
were considered as sheep to be slaughtered’” (Rom. 8:35-36).   

(iv)  Paul wrote to Timothy, “Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ 
Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Tim. 3:12).   

(v)  These brand-marks are the wounds the world inflicts on Christians 
because of their hatred of Christ and His Gospel.   

(vi)  They’re not always visible; sometimes their emotional scars from verbal 
or other non-physical abuse; but they are scars nonetheless.   

(vii)  You know what they are – every Christian has them, some more than 
others.   

(viii)  There is no honor in suffering for the wrong things we do, because we 
deserve that punishment.   

(ix)  But we should never resent having to suffer for Christ – this suffering is 
the Lord’s mark on us, showing that we belong to Him.  

 
2.  Why did Paul use these scars as an argument as to why no one should cause him 

further trouble?   
a.  They proved the truth of his message.   

(i)  The Jews hated Paul and his message, even as they had hated Christ.   
(ii)  Paul gives to us a catalog of his scars/injuries in 2 Corinthians 11:22-33, 

“Are they Hebrews?  So am I.  Are they Israelites?  So am I.  Are they 
descendants of Abraham?  So am I.  Are they servants of Christ? -- I speak 
as if insane -- I more so; in far more labors, in far more imprisonments, 
beaten times without number, often in danger of death.  Five times I 
received from the Jews thirty-nine lashes.  Three times I was beaten with 
rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night and a day I 
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have spent in the deep.  I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from 
rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from 
the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the 
sea, dangers among false brethren; I have been in labor and hardship, 
through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in 
cold and exposure.  Apart from such external things, there is the daily 
pressure on me of concern for all the churches.  Who is weak without my 
being weak? Who is led into sin without my intense concern?  If I have to 
boast, I will boast of what pertains to my weakness.  The God and Father 
of the Lord Jesus, He who is blessed forever, knows that I am not lying.  
In Damascus the ethnarch under Aretas the king was guarding the city of 
the Damascenes in order to seize me, and I was let down in a basket 
through a window in the wall, and so escaped his hands.”   

(iii)  This abuse was meant for Christ, but was given to Paul.  That’s why 
they’re called the “brand-marks of Jesus.”   

(iv)  But they proved he was walking in the footsteps of His Master, the Lord 
Jesus, who also suffered at their hands.   

(v)  His sealed his testimony with his suffering – he would rather die than 
deny Christ – but the Lord Jesus used this suffering to assure Paul he was 
His child and messenger:  they were His mark upon him.   

 
b.  What about the Judaizers?  Did they suffer for their “gospel”?  No.   

(i)  They purposely avoided the offense of the Gospel.   
(ii)  They pushed as hard as the Jews did for circumcision, just so they 

wouldn’t have to suffer at their hands as Paul did, as Christ did.   
(iii)  Paul writes, “Those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh try 

to compel you to be circumcised, simply so that they will not be 
persecuted for the cross of Christ” (Gal. 6:12).   

(iv)  This proved that their “gospel” was a lie.   
(v)  “All who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Tim. 

3:12).   
 

B.  Seeing that all who love Christ and believe and bear witness to His Gospel will 
bear the scars of Christ/be persecuted, where will we find the strength to endure it?   
In the same place the Galatians would find it:  in Christ.   
1.  We should find it, first, in the example of Jesus.   

a.  He went through this hatred and persecution before us to give us an example 
of how to endure it.   

b.  Peter tells us, in 1 Peter 2:19-24, “For this finds favor, if for the sake of 
conscience toward God a person bears up under sorrows when suffering 
unjustly.  For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, 
you endure it with patience?  But if when you do what is right and suffer for 
it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God.  For you have been called 
for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example 
for you to follow in His steps, who committed no sin, nor was any deceit 
found in His mouth; and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; 
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while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him 
who judges righteously; and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the 
cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His 
wounds you were healed.”   

c.  Examples always teach and encourage us, and Christ’s is the best example of 
all.   

 
2.  We should find it, second, in the love of Jesus.   

a.  Let’s not forget, first, that Christ bore the abuse/persecution/scars of the 
world’s hatred for us.   

b.  How can we try to avoid it, if by doing so we dishonor Him and show to the 
world that His Gospel isn’t true.   

c.  The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.   
 
3.  We should find it finally, in the grace of Jesus.  “The grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ be with your spirit, brethren.  Amen” (v. 18).   
a.  Jesus suffered and died, not only to provide a place in heaven for His people, 

but also grace while they are in this life, and this grace is sufficient.   
b.  Paul here asks the Lord to bestow it on the Galatians so that they will hold 

fast to the Gospel and not run shipwreck by the Judaizers.   
c.  We must also seek the Lord for His grace, to hold on to the end, to endure 

whatever we must, for His Gospel, for His kingdom, for His cross.   
d.  May the Lord give us the grace to do so.  Amen.   


