
“The Samaritans Receive the Spirit” 
(Acts 8:14-24)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we saw the power of the Gospel in breaking the hold Satan’s 
kingdom had on the Samaritans.   
a.  Simon had beguiled the Samaritans with his sorcery.   

(i)  He astonished them with his magic arts.   
(ii)  They concluded that he was some kind of divine person and called him 

the Great Power of God.   
(iii)  He even made these claims for himself, telling them that he was 

someone great.   
(iv)  The result was that everyone was listening to him, from the smallest and 

most insignificant person, to the greatest among them.   
(v)  Why do people display their abilities anyway, except to get people to 

listen to them?   
(vi)  But what Simon said was only drawing attention to himself and away 

from Christ.   
 
b.  But remember Simon was not the main problem:  he was merely a pawn in 

the hands of a greater evil, Satan.   
(i)  The kingdom of God was advancing, and Satan didn’t like it.   
(ii)  He had been maneuvering, trying to gain footholds in different areas to 

head off the progress of the Gospel.   
(iii)  He had moved Simon to pursue this course in Samaria, trying to keep 

the seed Christ had planted earlier from bearing fruit.   
(iv)  And for the most part, he seemed to be successful, until Philip arrived.   
 

2.  When Philip came preaching the Gospel, things changed:   
a.  The miracles Jesus did through him immediately grabbed their attention:   

(i)  They were of a different character:  more immediate, more powerful.   
(ii)  They soon put Simon’s magic to shame – even he realized this, which is 

why he gave up his magic and began to follow Philip.   
 

b.  And Philip’s message was blessed by the Spirit to change their hearts:   
(i)  Many believed and were baptized, both men and women.   
(ii)  Simon himself believed, was baptized, and was admitted into the visible 

church.   
(iii)  Satan’s stronghold was broken completely, or so it seemed.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, we see two more interesting developments:   



2 

a.  First, though the Samaritans had received Jesus Christ and had been baptized, 
they had not yet received the gift of the Holy Spirit.   

b.  This was something that Philip was not able to give them, and so when the 
Jerusalem church was notified of the progress of the Gospel in Samaria, Peter 
and John came down that they might receive the Spirit.   

c.  However, when Simon saw that there was a Spirit, what happened when He 
was given, and that He was bestowed through the laying on of hands, he 
offered to buy this ability from the apostles.   

d.  In doing so, he showed that his heart never had been changed:  he was still 
dead in his sins and in the power of the evil one.   

 
2.  This evening, we’re going to consider these two things:   

a.  First, why the apostles needed to be in Samaria before the Lord gave them the 
gift of His Spirit.   

b.  And second, how this event was used by the Lord to reveal that Simon 
himself had never been freed from Satan.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider why the apostles needed to be in Samaria before the Lord gave 
them the gift of His Spirit.   
1.  We see that the apostles were still in Jerusalem (v. 14).   

a.  Why?   
(i)  It appears that just as Jerusalem was the center of OT Judaism, so it 

would be the center of NT Christianity.   
(ii)  This may have been the case until the completion of the forty years (the 

time frame of the book of Acts) and the destruction of the Temple.   
 

b.  While in Jerusalem, the apostles heard what the Lord had done in Samaria.   
(i)  Philip had not only preached the Gospel there, but the Samaritans had 

received it.   
(ii)  And so they sent Peter and John (v. 14):   

(a)  We should note here that Peter was not the head of the Jerusalem 
church.   

(b)  Later we will see him giving an account to the leadership of the 
church after he goes to Cornelius’ house and preaches the Gospel to 
them (Acts 11).   

(c)  Peter was in submission to the church, not the head of it:  both he and 
John submitted to the counsel of the whole.   

(d)  This is interesting in light of how the Roman Church views Peter as 
the first pope.   

 
2.  The reason the apostles sent Peter and John was that they might bestow on them 

the gift of the Spirit (v. 15).   
a.  He had not fallen on any of them as yet, as evidenced by the fact none were 

speaking in tongues (v. 16).   
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(i)  Tongues may not have always accompanied the giving of this gift, but it 
often did.   

(ii)  It was the evidence to the Jews that these new people groups were now 
included in the household of faith (Cf. Acts 10:44-46).   

 
b.  However, the Samaritans had believed on the Lord Jesus Christ and been 

baptized:  they were true believers (v. 16).   
(i)  It’s clear that this gift of the Spirit is not referring to His work of 

conversion, since they already believed and couldn’t do so without the 
regenerating and renewing work of the Spirit.   

(ii)  Rather, Luke is speaking of the gift referred to by Joel:  the one realized 
at Pentecost.   

(iii)  It is His filling to empower, embolden, to increase love for Christ, to do 
His will - a very precious gift and one that no Christian would want to be 
without.   

(iv)  Apparently Philip had this gift:   
(a)  It was one of the qualifications for the office of deacon he had 

formerly held (Acts 6).   
(b)  It was also evidenced by his success in preaching the Gospel among 

them.   
(c)  But he wasn’t able to confer this gift to anyone else.   
 

c.  However, the apostles were able to do this, which is why they needed to be 
there.  But why did the Lord make it this way?  Why didn’t the Spirit simply 
come on them when they believed?   
(i)  It appears as though the Lord wanted to keep the church united (be 

diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace; Eph. 4:3).   
(ii)  More particularly, He wanted it to be united with the Jewish church, 

headquartered yet in Jerusalem.   
(iii)  He didn’t want a church of the Jews, a church of the Samaritans, and a 

church of the Gentiles.   
(iv)  He wanted them to be one church, laid on the same foundation:  that of 

the Scriptures given through Christ and His apostles, which foundation 
was not yet complete.   

 
d.  And so the apostles came, prayed for them, and they received the gift of the 

Spirit (vv. 15, 17).   
(i)  Sometimes He comes without prayer, such as when the Gospel was 

preached to Cornelius and his household.  In that case, an apostle is 
already present – Peter – and so the Spirit came right away.   

(ii)  In this case, Peter and John prayed, and the Lord poured out His Spirit in 
answer to his prayer.   
(a)  This is how we are to receive that gift and His repeated filling.   
(b)  Jesus said, “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to 

your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask Him?” (Luke 11:13).   
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(c)  If we lack the love, strength, power and discipline of the Spirit, we 
should ask – both for ourselves and for others.   

 
(iii)  Peter and John also laid their hands on them (v. 17).   

(a)  This was an ancient practice used in blessing by those who had the 
authority to do it.   

(b)  The apostles laid their hands on them, and they received the Spirit.   
(c)  This showed that they had been given the authority by God to bestow 

this blessing in the name of Jesus.   
(d)  This is also the basis upon which we lay hands on someone being 

ordained to church office, that the Lord might not only set them aside 
to this work, but that He might give the power of His Spirit to equip 
them for ministry.  We cannot give the Spirit, but we can pray and ask 
the One who can.   

 
B.  Second, let’s consider how the Lord used this event to reveal that Simon himself 

was still in bondage to Satan.   
1.  Simon was watching Philip perform miracles and was intrigued (vv. 13, 17).   

a.  This miracle especially intrigued him:  that the Spirit was given through the 
laying on of the apostles’ hands.   

b.  Simon probably believed that Christianity was another more powerful form 
of sorcery when he saw them bestowing the Spirit, believing that he could do 
so as well, if they would sell him that ability.   

c.  He didn’t ask them to lay their hands on him, but to give him the ability to 
give the Spirit to others.  He was ambitious and wanted to be like the 
apostles, but only to gain honor to himself as before and not to do good to 
others.   

d.  And so he offered them money to purchase this ability.   
 

2.  Of course, this was offensive to the apostles:  that he would ask to buy this from 
them.   
a.  Jesus was the One who through His incarnation, obedience and sacrifice had 

purchased the bestowal of the Spirit.   
b.  He was the only One who had the right to give Him, and He was pleased to 

do this through His representatives:  the apostles.   
c.  Simon was asking this as though they were doing nothing different than he 

had been doing through his magic.   
d.  He was depreciating the work of Christ and the person of the Spirit.   
 

3.  And so Peter rejected his request:   
a.  He told him his crime:  that he though the gift of God might be purchased 

with money, something that means nothing to God.   
b.  He put the gift of the Spirit – the Spirit Himself, on the level with the things 

of this world that might be bought:  the same thing the church of Rome does 
by selling indulgences.  God’s salvation and its benefits are free – they were 
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purchased by Christ – He gives them without payment to whomever will 
receive them by faith.   

 
4.  His offer revealed his character:   

a.  Not every sin means that a man is a hypocrite – but this one did:  it showed 
that he had a worldly and carnal mind.   

b.  His heart was not right in the sight of God.   
(i)  Peter told him – not to be cruel to him, but to point him to the way of life, 

if possible.   
(ii)  He was in the gall of bitterness and the bond of iniquity.  Peter was very 

plain with him.   
(iii)  Simon looked like a Christian – he believed, was baptized, continued for 

a while in the church – but was unconverted.   
(iv)  It’s possible to look like a Christian and not be one:  he had been 

“following” Christ for some other reason than that he loved Him.   
(v)  He was in the poisonous bitterness of envy and in bondage still to his sin.   
 

5.  And so Peter pronounced his end:  his money would perish with him.   
a.  Peter was repelled by his offer in much the same way as his statement to 

Jesus had repelled Him.   
b.  When faced with Simon’s offer, he responded much the same as Jesus did 

once to him – “Get behind Me, Satan!  You are a stumbling block to Me; for 
you are not setting your mind on God's interests, but man’s” (Matt. 16:23).   

c.  Simon was only concerned about his own gain, so Peter warned him if he 
didn’t let go of it, he would perish in hell with it.   

d.  Not only would Simon not receive the ability he was after, Peter said he also 
had nothing of Christ.   
(i)  You have no part or portion in this matter, if you think that Christianity is 

something that can be bought and sold.   
(ii)  What does this tell us about those who merchandize Christ through faith 

healings and other gimmicks?   
 

6.  But Peter also counsels him:   
a.  He didn’t rebuke him and then leave:  as a faithful minister, he told him what 

he needed to do.   
b.  First, he needed to repent:  he needed to recognize his sin, turn from it, 

humble himself and be ashamed for it, turn from that sin and do what’s right.   
(i)  This is the same thing we must do.   
(ii)  And if we have harmed anyone by what we’ve done, we need to do what 

is necessary to make it right again.   
 

c.  Second, he needed to pray that God would grant this repentance to him, if 
possible, as well as pardon him for his sin (v. 22):   
(i)  From the intent of his heart, where his sin all stems from.   
(ii)  He doesn’t doubt that God will forgive him if he repents, but his 

repentance is what is in question.   
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(iii)  Or maybe he does because of the seriousness of his sin.   
 

7.  Finally, we see Simon’s request for prayer:   
a.  He was shocked that Peter resented his request.   
b.  He was affected by Peter’s reproof:   

(i)  Terrified that these things might happen to him, he begged that Peter 
might pray they wouldn’t.   

(ii)  Some believe Peter pronounced judgment on him, as he did on Ananias 
and Sapphira, and Simon’s request was that it might be lifted.   

(iii)  Peter was more likely telling him what would happen if he didn’t repent, 
and that he needed to pray that he might escape his danger.   

(iv)  Whether he prayed for himself, as he should have, we don’t know.   
(v)  He appears to have been more concerned about the consequences of his 

actions than the condition of his heart.   
(vi)  And this again shows that Simon was a hypocrite:  if he had been a 

Christian, he would have been more concerned about having offended 
God than the punishment for doing so.   
(a)  We need to make sure that our repentance goes deeper than simply 

being sorry that we have to face the consequences of our sin.   
(b)  True repentance means that we not only acknowledge the sin we’ve 

committed, but that we grieve over it because it is an affront to God, 
and that we turn from it, seek to kill the root of it in our hearts, and to 
cultivate the righteousness that God desires.   

(c)  Again, make sure that your faith and repentance is genuine:  you can 
know if you can do these things from your hearts.   

(d)  And pray that the Lord might give you His Spirit to strengthen your 
love and equip you for a more fruitful service.  Amen.   


