
“The Samaritans Receive the Gospel” 
(Acts 8:4-8)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we saw three things in the death of Stephen:   
a.  First, there were those who mourned it:   

(i)  Stephen was a good brother:  there were those who would miss him.   
(ii)  He was a fruitful servant:  for those wanting to advance the kingdom and 

see the glory of Christ revealed, his labors would be sorely missed.   
(iii)  Further, his execution was wicked and unjust:  Christians should always 

grieve when justice is miscarried, especially to this degree.   
(iv)  Love should dictate that we would always grieve the loss of the 

bulwarks of the faith.   
 

b.  On the other hand, there were those who rejoiced in it:   
(i)  There were those who hated Christians – especially Saul – who wanted to 

see them all exterminated.   
(ii)  They wanted to see the kingdom of heaven squashed – of course, they 

wouldn’t admit to it, but this is what they wanted.   
(iii)  And they believed this was the righteous thing to do, especially because 

they believed that Christians dishonored Moses and God.   
(iv)  Darkness will always hate the light and want to put it out.   
(v)  This is why opening the door with Stephen’s death, the persecution 

began to escalate.   
 

c.  But finally, we saw the Lord overrule all of these things for His glory.   
(i)  We saw the church was emboldened to stand for the truth.   
(ii)  Some devout Christians came, took Stephen and gave him a descent 

burial - they weren’t afraid that they might lose their lives in so doing.   
(iii)  And when the persecution escalated through the hands of Saul, they 

didn’t go and hide in a corner, but went everywhere preaching and bearing 
witness to the Word.   

(iv)  And so the kingdom of heaven continued to advance.   
 

2.  God very often uses things that outwardly appear to be bad to bring about good 
purposes:   
a.  He used the selling of Joseph into slavery to save His people through the 

famine.   
b.  He used the death of Stephen to encourage His people.   
c.  He used the persecution of Saul to promote the work of the Gospel in other 

areas and fulfill His word.   
d.  This shouldn’t surprise us since He used the death of His Son – the greatest 

crime ever committed in history – to save a multitude no man can number.   



2 

e.  God is sovereign and overrules all things for the advancement of His 
kingdom and the good of His people.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, we’re going to consider the good fruit that Jesus Christ bore 
through the preaching of Philip in Samaria.   
a.  As those who had been scattered made their way around, Philip went in the 

direction a Jew would be least likely to go – to Samaria.   
b.  A Jew would be least likely to go there because Jews hated Samaritans.   
c.  But here again we see the transforming power of the Gospel – it gives us the 

power to love even our greatest enemies.   
d.  Philip not only went there, but he preached and performed signs, with the 

result that multitudes of the Samaritans listened to him and were converted.    
e.  This is what the work of the kingdom is all about:  getting the message out, 

that sinners might repent and come into the kingdom, that they might become  
worshipping disciples, that they might labor as well in the kingdom.   

 
2.  Tonight, we’ll look at two things:   

a.  First, the disciples’ resolution to advance God’s kingdom.   
b.  Second, the success of the Gospel in Samaria.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, the disciples’ resolution to continue to advance the kingdom.   
1.  This, of course, could only come from the Lord.   

a.  He was going to continue to advance His kingdom as He said.   
b.  Jerusalem had now officially rejected the Messiah the second time, and so the 

Lord redirects His Gospel to Judea and Samaria, as He had told them He 
would:  “You shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth” (Acts 1:8).   

c.  The Lord used their persecution with which they intended to destroy the 
church to actually make it grow.   

 
2.  They went everywhere preaching the Word.   

a.  Again, they didn’t hide themselves out of fear for their lives:  They went 
everywhere scattering the seed of the Gospel.   
(i)  The Gospel is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes 

(Rom. 1:16).   
(ii)  If there is no seed scattered, there will be no growth, no harvest, either 

now or in the future.   
(iii)  The reason we don’t see conversions taking place now may very likely 

be because we’re not sowing much seed.   
(iv)  Or we may be sowing and watering for a future harvest.   
(v)  Either way, this is an encouragement and command to us by way of 

example.   
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b.  It’s very likely that some of them built upon the foundation that Christ and 
His disciples had laid in the time of Christ’s earthly ministry:   
(i)  In Christ’s day, they had evangelized all of Judea and even parts of 

Samaria.   
(ii)  Now it was time to come back to see if the seed had born any fruit.   
(iii)  We have to believe that the Word preached earlier was still at work.   
(iv)  Even today their labors are still bearing fruit:  The Gospel has never 

been lost or forgotten:  it is still very much alive, almost 2000 years later.   
(v)  This should be an encouragement to us that our labors will never be lost 

in the Lord.   
(vi)  It often bears fruit in unexpected ways.   

 
B.  Second, we see because of their persistence the Gospel was very successful in 

Samaria.   
1.  As they went about preaching the Word, Philip went to Samaria.   

a.  This is the same Philip who was chosen among the seven.   
(i)  Stephen had also been from that group:  He had advanced to evangelist 

and martyr.   
(ii)  Now we see Philip advanced to evangelist.   
(iii)  By this time, he must have been freed from his obligation to serve 

tables, otherwise he would still have been doing so.   
(iv)  Or it’s possible the situation no longer existed, since most of the church 

in Jerusalem was now scattered.   
(v)  But now he was no longer serving tables, but evangelizing (Acts 21:8).   
 

b.  The Spirit of God, instead of leading him to Judea, led him to Samaria.   
(i)  Samaria was formerly the capital of the Northern kingdom, broken down 

during the siege at the time of the captivity, later given by Caesar 
Augustus to Herod the Great, who rebuilt it.   

(ii)  It was then inhabited by the Samaritans – half Jew, half Gentile, the 
result of the Northern Captivity and relocation, who adopted the Jewish 
faith, but were hated by the Jews because they were not pure blooded.   

(iii)  Before they were forbidden to go there by Christ, since He came first to 
gather the lost sheep of the house of Israel (Matt. 10:5-6), but now the 
Gospel was going there in fulfillment of Christ’s command.   

(iv)  Perhaps the Lord chose Stephen because he was a Hellenistic Jew:  the 
temptation to be bigoted wouldn’t have been as great for him as it would 
have for the Jewish Christians.   

 
2.  There he began to preach Christ to them:   

a.  Earlier Jesus had spoken to the woman at the well in Samaria (John 4).   
(i)  This was not the same city, but His conversation with her showed that the 

Samaritans were expecting the Messiah.   
(ii)  Undoubtedly, word must have spread from her city to the surrounding 

cities that Messiah had come, and now Philip was there with the good 
news of Christ.   
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b.  But Philip not only had the testimony of the people of that city to reply on, 

the Lord also confirmed His Word to them with signs/miracles.   
(i)  Sometimes miracles endorse the message, but sometime the message 

proves the miracles to be false, if it is a false Gospel (Televangelists).   
(ii)  These were genuine miracles:  he cast unclean spirits out of the demon-

possessed, a sign that the kingdom of heaven had come to them (Matt. 
12:28).   
(a)  Jesus had bound the strong man and was spoiling his house (v. 29).   
(b)  He was freeing those bound by the enemy, and bringing them into His 

kingdom.   
 

(iii)  As they were cast out they cried out with a loud voice, probably because 
of their reluctance to come out, being overcome by a superior power.   

(iv)  He also healed those who were paralyzed and lame, again the Lord 
doing miracles that were easy to see and recognize, so that there would be 
no mistake.   
(a)  These are definitely not the kind of so-called ‘miracles’ we see some 

laying claim to today.   
(b)  Having been in a church for at least six years where the pastor claimed 

to have the power to heal, I can honestly say I didn’t see one verifiable 
miracle.   

 
(v)  The Lord was doing miracles that everyone could see and know, showing 

in the physical realm what the Lord was doing in the spiritual realm:  
freeing those who trusted in Christ from the power of sin and the devil, 
raising them to life spiritually, healing the complete paralysis of the soul.   

 
c.  The result:  they were giving their undivided attention to Philip, and as he 

proclaimed the Gospel to them, and they were not only being healed, they 
were being converted.   
(i)  The Gospel, the miracles, the way in which Philip preached were all 

means the Lord used.   
(ii)  But ultimately the new birth was brought about by the power of the Spirit 

working in them:  the effectual call.   
(iii)  Multitudes were gathering to listen to Philip and the Lord was again 

adding to His church as many as should be saved.   
 

3.  And they rejoiced as they believed and were baptized (v. 8).   
a.  The Gospel promises joy, and believing apprehends that promise.   

(i)  There is no greater blessing than to know that your sins are forgiven, that 
you will not have to face hell, that you now are reconciled to God, that He 
owns you as His child, that you now have communion with Him that will 
last to all eternity.   

(ii)  They finally understood what Jesus said, that neither on this mountain 
nor in Jerusalem would men worship God, but now everywhere, from the 



5 

heart, in Spirit and in truth.  God was seeking such worshippers and such 
worshippers they had become (John 4:21-24).   

 
b.  And they were baptized, as we see in verse 13, professing the Christian faith, 

promising to hold fast to Christ and His ways, fulfilling what Jesus said to 
His disciples, “I say to you that many will come from east and west, and 
recline at the table with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven; 
but the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into the outer darkness; in that 
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matt. 8:11-12).   

c.  And they rejoiced in their newfound relationship with God:   
(i)  They rejoiced as the man in the parable who found the treasure in the 

field (Matt. 13:44), or the pearl of great price (vv. 45-46), considering this 
more valuable than anything else they had.   

(ii)  In this case, their separation from the Jewish church actually worked in 
their favor.  Salvation was of the Jews, but since they rejected it, Jesus was 
now turning to the Samaritans.   

(iii)  Here we see the prophecies of the OT being fulfilled (Ps. 67:4; 96) that 
the Gospel is bringing joy to the nations.   

(iv)  The Gospel is glad tidings of great joy to all people (Luke 2:10), and it 
should be received as such.   

(v)  No matter what the cost, no matter what Christ calls us to do, the Gospel 
is a reason to rejoice, and so let us rejoice in it as well.   

(vi)  And let’s continue to pray that the Lord would give us the persistence 
we need to evangelize and pour out of His Spirit to advance His Gospel in 
the world.  Amen.   


