
“The Righteousness of God Revealed”
(Romans 3:21-31)

I.  Introduction.  
A.  Review.  

1.  Last week, Paul told us that the Law cannot justify us – it cannot save us.  
2.  Like a CT scan, it can only show us the problem.  
3.  The Jews had it all wrong.  

a.  They though they were saved because God gave them the Law.  
b.  But all it did was condemn them – they weren’t keeping it.  
c.  Perhaps if they had paid closer attention to what it said and searched their own hearts, they would have

realized that.  
d.  They probably knew, but didn’t want to admit it because of their sinful hearts.  

B.  This week, Paul finally begins to point his readers to the doctor – the One who can heal them from their spiritual
disease – the Lord Jesus Christ.  
1.  Christ is the One who can save them apart from their works.  
2.  He is the answer for both the Jew and Gentile, both of whom are condemned by law.  
3.  He, as a matter of fact, has always been the only way of salvation.  
4.  Salvation has always been all of God and has nothing to do with our own righteousness.  Therefore, God alone is

worthy of glory and praise.  
5.  These are the things I want us to look at this morning.  

II.  Sermon.  
A.  Paul begins by making a very important declaration:  “But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been

revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for
all those who believe; for there is no distinction” (v. 21-22).  
1.  The righteousness of God has been revealed.  Remember righteousness is necessary for salvation.  

a.  God is a holy God.  
b.  He cannot overlook even the slightest sin.  
c.  If anyone is to be saved, he needs a perfect righteousness.  
d.  Paul has just chased the Jews and Gentiles out of their own righteousness.  
e.  Now where are they going to turn?  

2.  Paul tells them to turn to God’s righteousness.  
a.  This is not His own personal righteousness, but that which He gives.  
b.  It is that righteousness the Law and the Prophets (the OT) talked about.  

(i)  The righteousness that God told Adam and Eve about after the Fall:  the seed of the woman who would crush
the head of the serpent (Gen. 3:15).  

(ii)  The righteousness God told Abraham about:  the One through whom all the nations would be blessed.  
(iii)  The righteousness that the Passover, that all the sacrifices, were pointing to.  
(iv)  The righteousness through the One the prophets spoke of, as we saw over the course of several months in the

evening sermons – the One who would be the great prophet, the priest who would lay down His life for His
people, the King who would rule over them and the whole world.  

c.  Paul tells them to turn to this One in faith to receive His righteousness.  
(i)  His righteousness is His personal obedience.  
(ii)  It is His atoning sacrifice, which takes away sin.  



(iii)  Paul tells them to turn from their own righteousness to Christ’s, for that alone could save them.  
(iv)  This is what both the Jew and Gentile were to do, because when it comes to salvation, there is no distinction

(v. 22).  

B.  But why must they look to Christ in faith?  It’s because He is the only way (vv. 23-24).  
1.  Paul has already shown us that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (v. 23).  

a.  All have failed to do it on their own.  
b.  No one can free himself from Adam’s sin.  
c.  No one can free himself from his own sin.  
d.  No one can keep the Law.  
e.  All are lost, unless God intervenes.  

2.  But God has intervened in Christ.  He has done something about man’s situation.  
a.  He has sent His Son into the world to obey and to die.  
b.  And now justification is given freely to all who will receive it by faith.  
c.  “Being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus” (v. 24).  

C.  This really isn’t anything new.  It’s always been this way – anyone who has ever been saved has been saved by God’s
grace.  
1.  God wanted us to know this, which is why He displayed Christ’s death publicly.  

a.  Jesus wasn’t killed in a corner.  He wasn’t executed in secret.  
b.  That might easily have happened, especially if the Jews wanted to prevent a riot.  
c.  Instead, He was publicly crucified.  

2.  God wanted His people to see how He took away their sins, so that they wouldn’t think that somehow He forgave
them on the basis of animal sacrifices.  
a.  The author to the Hebrews tells us that “it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins” (10:4).  
b.  Why did God say in the OT they did (Lev. 4:20)?  
c.  He did because if a person offered that sacrifice in faith, the blood of Christ – even though He hadn’t come yet –

was applied to their sin and washed it away.  But it was because of Christ’s blood, and the Father wanted us to
know it.  

d.  The Father had Jesus crucified in front of all His people so that they might see His righteousness:  
(i)  He does take sin seriously.  
(ii)  The blood of animals was not enough.  
(iii)  If God accepted the life of an animal in our place, He wouldn’t be just, because an animal is not a man; it is

not as valuable.  
(iv)  Jesus had to become a man to pay man’s debt.  
(v)  But the Father, in giving Jesus, has paid a price much greater than our sin, showing Himself to be righteous.  
(vi)  He has satisfied His justice.  He has made full atonement for sin.  

D.  And why did Paul want the Romans to know all these things?  It was so God would receive all the glory for salvation,
whether of the Jew or the Gentile.  
1.  He says, “Where then is boasting?  It is excluded.  By what kind of law?  Of works?  No, but by a law of faith” (v.

27).  
a.  No man can brag that he earned salvation, because God has pulled out the rug from under his righteousness:  man

has none.  
b.  God did not give us a law to keep, to save ourselves.  

(i)  If He had, we might have kept it and congratulated ourselves.  
(ii)  But there was no law that could save us.  
(iii)  We needed to obey perfectly; we didn’t do it.  Obedience can’t atone for that; only death.  
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(iv)  We needed to be able to begin to obey perfectly; we couldn’t do that either.  

c.  Instead, God established the law of faith:  believe in Christ and His works and you will be saved.  
d.  Since that has nothing to do with us, we can’t boast.  Paul says, “For we maintain that a man is justified by faith

apart from the works of the Law” (v. 28).  
e.  The Lord has done it this way that He might receive all the glory.  

2.  Again, this is the way for both Jew and the Gentile.  
a.  God is God of both the Jew and the Gentile (v. 29).  
b.  He has made only one way for either to be saved – through faith (v. 30).  
c.  Neither, then, may boast.  

E.  Lastly, does this mean that the Law has been done away with, since it can’t save anyone?  
1.  Paul begins a theme here that he will pick up later.  

a.  Having spoken so much against the Law, some might be tempted to think it’s a bad thing.  
b.  He will tell us later that is not so:  it is holy and righteous and good (Rom. 7:12).  

2.  God hasn’t done away with the Law; He established its purpose.  
a.  Remember, the Law wasn’t given to save anyone.  
b.  It only issues a challenge to those who want to try.  
c.  It was meant to reveal sin, so that it might drive us to the healer of sin:  the Lord Jesus Christ.  
d.  Paul simply reminds them that what he said is in no way meant to imply that the Law has been abrogated.  
e.  Rather, it has fulfilled its purpose in showing his readers that they need Jesus.  

3.  Paul will go on in the next chapter to show that both Abraham and David – two of the greatest OT saints – were not
saved by their works, but recognized that their salvation was only by God’s grace.  

III.  Application:  The righteousness of God has been revealed.  It doesn’t come through works, but through faith in Christ.  He
is the only way and has always been so.  Have you come by that way?  
A.  Are you trying to justify yourself by keeping the Law – either God’s Law or some other law or system of works?  

1.  Are you trying to be good enough?  
2.  Are you looking to someone else besides Christ to make you good enough, such as the Virgin Mary, the saints or

angels?  
3.  Do you think that if you pray enough, or burn enough incense or candles that that will make you good enough?  
4.  Are you trusting in your baptism or in the Lord’s Supper to save you?  
5.  Are you trusting in your faith to save you?  

a.  Some believe that their personal faith is what saves them.  
b.  Even that can be turned into a work.  

B.  But salvation comes by trusting in someone else’s work; it has nothing to do with us.  
1.  Faith is not something we do; it’s someone we look to.  
2.  Yes, we trust, but we trust in Christ and His works, not our own.  
3.  The Bible says that if we do this, God will take away our sins and covers our nakedness with the righteous works of

His Son.  
4.  Is this what you have done?  Is this what you are doing now?  

a.  Faith is not a one time act, but something we must persevere in.  
b.  Are you trusting in Jesus now?  In Him alone?  Then you are saved.  
c.  But if you are trusting anything else, you are yet lost.  
d.  You must turn from everything else and look to Christ alone.  
e.  If you do, He will save you.  God will count you righteous, and you will enter into heaven at last.  Amen.  
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