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 Even though there are many good things in the world and many of the influences 
of God’s Spirit, the world as a whole is still a very wicked place in which to live.  
Certainly there are times when the Lord holds back this wickedness by His Spirit more 
and times when He does so less, but it’s still wicked all the same.  Right now seems to be 
one of those times when He is doing so less, especially when we take a close look at our 
society – with its abortion and sexual immorality – at the world as a whole – with all of 
its superstition, false religion, war and terrorism – and even at the church with all of its 
unfaithfulness, division, disunity and false doctrine.  Thankfully, the Lord has promised 
to do something about it.  He has promised that His kingdom will go forth and continue 
to grow until it fills the earth and finally influences and subdues all the nations.  This is 
something that we should be praying and working towards.  But He has also promised 
that one day He will return to rescue His people from this world, to put an end to this 
wickedness once and for all, and to bring in the everlasting kingdom of His Son in which 
righteousness will reign forever.  These are the things we should be looking forward to as 
we live day to day.  This is our blessed hope:  the return of our Lord.   
 But, of course, we were not the first to know about this return and judgment.  
Even as far back as Genesis, the Lord was giving to His church pictures of that great 
event.  Tonight we will look at one of the clearest pictures:  the destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah.  Last week, when we saw Abraham pleading for his nephew Lot who lived in 
Sodom, he said, “Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal justly” (18:25)?  The answer of 
course was, Yes, He will.  And that is exactly what He did in pouring out His wrath upon 
Sodom and Gomorrah for their sins, and in saving Lot from that judgment, for the sake of 
His Son, Jesus Christ.  Both of these events were a revelation of the righteous judgment 
of God.   
 Now the first thing we need to notice in our passage is the great wickedness of the 
Sodomites.  As Abraham was praying to the Lord, the two angels continued on their way 
to Sodom.  The reason they were going there, as we saw last week, was to see if Sodom’s 
sin was as bad as its outcry had been.  When they arrived, Lot was sitting in the gate, and 
when he saw them, he responded in much the same way as Abraham had done, by 
bowing before them, inviting them into his house, showing them the common courtesies 
of washing their feet and giving them a place to stay for the night.  At first they didn’t 
appear to want to take him up on his offer, since in those days the street was a suitable 
place to spend the night, and because if they spent the night in the street, they would 
better be able to see the sinfulness of the Sodomites first hand.  Lot believed, however, 
that they wouldn’t be safe, and for good reason, so he urged them to come into his house.  
They finally agreed, and he prepared a feast for them.  This shows us among other things 
that Lot did not approve of the sins of Sodom.   
  But before they laid down to sleep, the men of the city, both young and old, 
surrounded the house and demanded that Lot hand his guests over to them so that they 
might have sexual relations with them.  Lot, of course, couldn’t allow this to happen, 
since they had come into the safety of his home.  It was his responsibility to protect them, 
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so he went out to reason with them.  He even very wickedly offered to give his virgin 
daughters to them to do with what they wanted, but they refused.  It’s possible that Lot 
didn’t really intend to give them his daughters, but said this only to shock them to their 
senses.  But they would have nothing to do with it.  Their passions were so perverted that 
they would rather have to do with their own sex, than that which was proper for them.  
The fact that Lot tried to stop them only made them angrier, and though they apparently 
had left him alone up to this point, they now threatened to treat him worse than they had 
planned to treat his guests.  And so they pushed against him and pressed him to his door.   
 But the angels wouldn’t let that happen since Abraham had prayed for Lot and the 
Lord had determined to save him.  They reached out their hands and took hold of Lot and 
brought him into the house, and somehow, perhaps by a superhuman act of strength, they 
were able to shut the door against the mob.  Then they blinded the men to keep them 
outside.  This didn’t stop them however.  They continued to search for the doorway to 
Lot’s house until they tired themselves out.  With their passions still raging within them, 
even this supernatural act of judgment from the Lord didn’t make any difference.  This 
shows us that God’s judgment doesn’t change the heart by itself.  It’s not really meant to.  
It only makes the heart harder apart from God’s grace.  If He had done something like 
this to one of His own, it would have had just the opposite effect.  It would have softened 
and humbled his heart.  But it doesn’t do this for the wicked.  This also shows us that 
when men in their spiritual blindness do not humble themselves and repent of their sins, 
God brings a greater blindness on them so that they will eventually be destroyed, unless 
He turns them around by His mercy.   
 Well the test was over, and the Sodomites failed.  Clearly they were every bit as 
wicked as the Lord had heard and were ripe for His judgment.  As long as people are 
willing to turn from their sins and listen to God’s Law, He isn’t willing to destroy them.  
But when they are no longer willing, God gives them over to judgment.   
 The Lord had sent these two angels to judge the sins of Sodom.  But on the other 
hand, we mustn’t forget that He also sent them to protect His child Lot.  This is what we 
see next.   
 After all this happened, the two angels told Lot why they were there – they were 
sent by God to put an end once and for all to this wicked city.  And so they urged Lot 
quickly to get his family together and to flee.  Apparently all Lot had was a wife and two 
daughters, and sadly, through his neglect, also two sons-in-law from that city who were 
yet to marry them.  Lot tried to get them to come with him.  But when he urged them, 
they only laughed at him.  The wicked always laugh at God’s Word.  To them it’s 
foolishness.  But to those who are being saved, it is the power of God to salvation.  But 
the night was now almost gone and the morning had come, the morning of Sodom’s 
destruction.  The two angels urged Lot to hurry, but he delayed, because he didn’t want to 
give up Sodom and all that he had there.  And so, because the compassion of the Lord 
was upon him, the angels seized his hand, and the hand of his wife and two daughters, 
and brought them out of the city.  One of the angels told him to flee, to get out of the 
valley and not to look back, or else they too would be swept away in God’s judgment.  
Lot, apparently thinking that he wouldn’t be able to make it to the mountains in time, or 
because he really didn’t want to give up everything that had to do with Sodom, asked if 
the angel might spare the small town of Zoar.  The angel agreed, but again told him to 
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hurry, for he couldn’t do anything until he had arrived there.  Again the compassion of 
the Lord was on him.   
 Now we need to understand that the Lord didn’t spare Lot because he deserved it.  
When we look at his life, much of what we see is weakness.  He failed to keep himself 
separate from Sodom as he should have.  When his visitors were threatened, he offered to 
give the wicked men of the city his daughters.  When the command came to leave 
Sodom, he hesitated.  As we will see in a moment, he also failed to keep his wife separate 
from Sodom.  When they left, in her heart she turned back.  And he failed to keep his 
daughters separate from Sodom.  He allowed them to become engaged to the men of 
Sodom.  His faith was weak.  It was failure on his part to move to that wicked city in the 
first place.  But yet he was a true believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  When the angels 
came, he received them.  When they wanted to spend the night in the streets, he urged 
them to come into his house.  And when the angels were threatened, he tried to protect 
them.  Lot was the Lord’s, and because he was, the Lord in His grace and righteousness 
spared him.   
 Lastly, we see the full revelation of His divine and righteous judgment.  As soon 
as Lot and his family were safely away, the Lord sent fire and brimstone to destroy the 
entire area.  Remember that in that valley there were tar pits.  These tar pits were ignited 
by God’s judgment from heaven.  Before long the whole valley was buried in the smoke 
of His wrath.  Jude tells us that this was a picture of the everlasting fires of hell.  It’s also 
here where we begin to see that Lot’s family did not share his relationship with the Lord.  
His wife, apparently not able to forget what was behind her and longing to go back, 
looked behind her just as the angels had commanded them not to, and immediately God’s 
wrath fell on her – she was turned into a pillar of salt.  Her heart was still in Sodom and 
so she shared in its judgment.  Jesus will later tell His disciples that when He would 
return to judge Jerusalem for her sins, that they were to get out of the city and not look 
back.  And He warned them, “Remember Lot’s wife” (Luke 17:32).  Those who love the 
world will perish with the world.  But those who love God will receive His mercy and 
spend eternity with Him (1 John 2:15-17).  The Lord tells us flee from the world, flee 
from the wrath that will come upon the world, and don’t look back.   
 Now Abraham rose early in the morning and went to the place where he spoke 
with the Lord.  He looked down into the valley and saw the smoke ascending like a 
furnace.  When he saw this, we can only imagine what happened.  He must have bowed 
before the Lord and worshipped Him for His righteousness.  He must also have rejoiced 
in God’s righteous mercy when he found out about Lot’s deliverance, for it had come 
graciously from the Lord in answer to his prayer.   
 But now after Lot and his daughters arrived at Zoar and then went up into the 
mountains, we also find out that these daughters were truly not the Lord’s.  He didn’t stay 
at Zoar because he was afraid of the people there.  So he decided to go up into the 
mountains and to live in a cave, which is where the Lord wanted him to go in the first 
place.  But it’s here that the daughters begin to get worried.  What were they to do?  
There were no men around to come into them so that they could keep the family line 
going.  They wanted children, but there didn’t seem to be any possibility of having any, 
or was there?  They both decided to get their father drunk and then went into him, one on 
one night and one on another, and both of them conceived and bore sons.  Obviously, 
they were both the children of the flesh, born of sin and in sin, not born of faith or of the 
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promise.  They had no part with God or with His covenant, but both grew up as heathens.  
His daughters had learned the way of the Sodomites.  They had both committed a very 
serious sin with their father.  But their shame was further revealed by the names that they 
gave their children – the first-born daughter called her son Moab, which means “from my 
father,” and the younger called her son Ben-ammi, which means “son of my people.”  
From these two sons came the Moabites and the Ammonites, which, if you read the 
Scriptures you will find, were both the enemies of the covenant people of Israel.   

Now notice again the consequences of Lot’s sin – he was saved, but his children 
were lost.  Part of the blame fell on these children, who were perfectly responsible for 
their own actions.  But part of the blame also fell on Lot, because of his sinful choice to 
live in Sodom in the first place, away from the covenant people of God, away from 
faithfulness to the Lord.  Now it’s true that the Lord says He will not visit the sins of the 
fathers on the children (Ezek. 18:20).  But it’s equally true that that a man can remove the 
Lord’s blessing from his house if he doesn’t walk in obedience to Him.  This is what Lot 
did, and this stands as a warning to us that we must be faithful in the rearing of our 
children, or the results may be the same.   
 The righteous judgment of the Lord was revealed in His punishing the sins of 
Sodom and Gomorrah.  Jude tells us that this judgment was meant to be a picture of the 
coming final judgment.  He writes in verses 5-7, “Now I desire to remind you, though 
you know all things once for all, that the Lord, after saving a people out of the land of 
Egypt, subsequently destroyed those who did not believe.  And angels who did not keep 
their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under 
darkness for the judgment of the great day.  Just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities 
around them, since they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went 
after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example, in undergoing the punishment of eternal 
fire.”  God is righteous, and one day He will destroy all the wicked, just as He said He 
would.  But we mustn’t forget that His righteousness was also revealed in the saving of 
Lot.  But again, how can God’s righteousness be a shield to Lot or to us or to any 
believer, if we too are full of sin?  It’s only through the perfect life and atoning death of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  In Christ, all of our sin is removed.  God no longer sees it.  When 
we come to God through Christ, we become His eternal possession, and He will defend 
and protect us for His sake.  God’s righteous judgment will one day be revealed in our 
lives.  It will be revealed at it was for Sodom, or as it was for Lot.  The difference will be 
whether or not we have trusted in Christ.  Therefore we need to flee from this world, run 
to Christ, and not look back.  In Christ alone is our safety.  Amen.   


