
”The Right Use of the Law” 
(1 Timothy 1:8) 

Introduction: Last week we were introduced to the fact that not only has God 
declared to us what we are to believe, but also what we are to do. God is the 
sovereign ruler of the universe and He has declared His will to us that we 
might know it and observe it. God has always given to His people the 
revelation of His will, even as far back as the first man and woman. The Law 
was a part of their makeup as being in the image of God. But the Law has not 
always served in the same capacity throughout the history of man. At first, 
the Law was given as a covenant of Works, whereby Adam, if he had passed his 
probation, would have established the whole human race in a state of 
blessedness. If he had, the Law would still have been the rule of conduct for 
this perfect race, but it would no longer have been a covenant of Works, since 
Adam would already have passed the probation for all men. But after his 
failure, because of the sinful depravity which came upon man, he was no longer 
able to merit life by that Law. Man, if he was to be saved, would have to 
come to this salvation in another way. This does not mean, however, that the 
Law was no longer of any use to him. As we will see, it has yet many good 
uses. And even when someone embraces the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation, and 
passes from the curse of the Law into the righteousness of Christ, the Law is 
still the unchanging standard of his conduct. The Law never becomes obsolete, 
something which no longer bears on our lives. It has its uses and purposes in 
the lives of all men, if it is used rightly. 

to give him instruction on how he ought to conduct himself in the church of 
Ephesus. Apparently, there were some men there who were teaching strange 
doctrines, and myths, and spending a great deal of time on genealogical 
records which led to speculative teaching, rather than preaching the Gospel. 
Paul said that they even wanted to be teachers of the Law, though they 
didn’t understand it. But Paul points out to Timothy, something which he 
already knew, that just because these men wanted to misuse the Law did not 
mean that the Law was therefore bad. He says, ”BUT WE KNOW THAT THE LAW IS 
GOOD.” This is something that Paul and Timothy, who understood the function 
of the Law, agreed on, just as Paul said in Romans 7, ”WHAT SHALL WE SAY 
THEN? IS THE LAW SIN? MAY IT NEVER BE! ON THE CONTRARY, I WOULD NOT HAVE 
COME TO KNOW SIN EXCEPT THROUGH THE LAW; FOR I WOULD NOT HAVE KNOWN ABOUT 
COVETING IF THE LAW HAD NOT SAID, ’YOU SHALL NOT COVET.’ . . . SO THEN, 
THE LAW IS HOLY, AND THE COMMANDMENT IS HOLY, RIGHTEOUS AND GOOD” tvv. 7, 
12). The Law is not something that the Christian should want to do away 
with, as some do today. The Law is good. But there is an important 
statement added here by Paul which is crucial, ”THE LAW IS GOOD, IF ONE USES 
IT LAWFULLY.” There are right uses of the Law, and their are wrong uses. 
And this is what we will look at this evening, namely, 

In Paul’s first letter to Timothy, he is writing to his son in the faith 

The law has its proper uses for all men, and its peculiar uses for 
unregenerate men, and for Chr i s t i ans . 

First, I want you to see what use the moral law is to all men; 
second, to unregenerate men in particular, and third, to the Christian. 

I. The Moral Law Is of Use to All Men, Irregardless If They Are Converted 
or Not. 
A. First, It Reveals to Us the Holy Character of God and of Our Duty to 

Live Accordingly. 
1. The Law is not a set of arbitrary commandments that God thought 
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would be a good idea for us to do. Nor is the Law above God as 
though it was an authority greater than God Himself. Rather, it 
reflects the very nature of God. 
a. He is a God of order, a God of righteousness. There is no 

b. He is absolutely pure, "EVERY GOOD THING BESTOWED AND EVERY 
defect in Him. 

PERFECT GIFT IS FROM ABOVE, COMING DOWN FROM THE FATHER OF 
LIGHTS, WITH WHOM THERE IS NO VARIATION, OR SHIFTING SHADOW" 
(James 1:17) .  He is like a pure and radiant light in which 
there is no darkness. 

2. He is holy, and therefore He wants His creatures to be holy as 
wel 1. 
a. "FOR I AM THE LORD YOUR GOD. CONSECRATE YOURSELVES 

THEREFORE, AND BE HOLY; FOR I AM HOLY" (Lev. 11:44). 
b. Holiness is a separation from that which is unholy, from 

that which is unclean, or common, or profane. The Law 
reflecting the holy nature of God, points out to us what 
unrighteousness is and bids us to come away from it, and to 
be separate from it. 

temple without any idols in it. Paul said, "FOR WE ARE THE 
TEMPLE OF THE LIVING GOD; JUST AS GOD SAID, 'I WILL DWELL IN 

SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. THEREFORE, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST 

c. The Lord has made us to be His temple, but we are to be a 

THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM; AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY 

AND BE SEPARATE,' SAYS THE LORD. 'AND no NOT TOUCH WHAT IS 
UNCLEAN; AND I WILL WELCOME YOU. AND I WILL BE A FATHER TO 
YOU, AND YOU SHALL BE SONS AND DAUGHTERS TO ME,' SAYS THE 
LORD ALMIGHTY" ( 2  Cor. 6: 16-18). 

3. Therefore, recognize in the Law, first of all, the call to be 
holy. 
a. Can a man be holy while his life is filled with the unclean 

things of the world? 
b. Does the Lord through His Word intend that you live in a way 

which is indistinguishable from those around you? 
c. He calls you to be separate; He calls you to be holy. 
d. You are to be separate from the world. You are to be as 

those who join the armed forces, putting on its distinctive 
uniform and conduct. 

into the monasteries, but you are to remove your heart from 
it, and it from your heart, and you are to live a distinctly 
godly life in the sight of all men. 

e. You are not to remove yourself physically from the world 

B. But Secondly, The Law Shows Us that There Is Yet Sin in Our Souls, 
for the More that We Try and Keep It Perfectly, the More Obvious It 
Is That We Can' t. 
1.  The Law has a very powerful way of convincing us of our 

inadequacy to keep it perfectly. 
a. You never know how short you are of the standard until you 

b. Are you tall enough for a particular ride? You need to 

c. Are you smart enough to be accepted into a particular 

stand next to it. 

stand next to the measuring line to see if you measure up. 

college? You need to take the SAT to see if you have the 
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abilities and if they are adequately developed. 

need to measure your life next to God’s unchanging standard 
of moral perfection. You will see that you fall infinitely 
short, especially once you recognize that it applies to you 
heart as well as to your actions. 

JUSTIFIED IN HIS SIGHT; FOR THROUGH THE LAW COMES THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF SIN” (Rom. 3: 20). 

d. Are you righteous enough to enter into God’s kingdom? You 

e. Paul says, ”BECAUSE BY THE WORKS OF THE LAW NO FLESH WILL BE 

2. Have you looked at that unchanging standard lately and seen the 
power of indwelling sin? 
a. For the unbeliever, the power of sin is reigning in his life 

and he is under the bondage of it. 
b. For the believer, though he is set free from the reigning 

power of sin, yet that sin still remains in his soul. 
c. Do you feel the power of indwelling sin? Are you aware that 

it is there, and that it is still affecting you, in ways 
perhaps that you do not know? Take a good long look at the 
Law of God, and you will see it clearly. 

d. It especially will become obvious the more you try and keep 
it. It is like one of those isometric exercisers where the 
harder you push, the harder it is to push. 

e. The more that you push forward into paths of greater 
obedience, the more the sin within you will push back. 

f. It affects every part of your being. It is especially 
concerning to realize that it affects the mind and the way 
that you look at and interpret things, even biblical things. 

g. It is therefore important for you to examine all things by 
God’s standard, for it is God’s only measuring stick. 

C. But Thirdly, Because the Law Points Out the Sin in Our Souls, and 
Shows Us that We Cannot Reach to God’s Righteousness, It Therefore 
Humbles Us and Causes Us to Look to Christ for the Perfection of His 
Obed i ence . 
1.  It is a very humbling thing to the pride of man that he cannot 

meet God’s requirements on his own. 
a. But this is exactly what the Law was intended to show. 
b. Paul writes, ”FOR WE HAVE ALREADY CHARGED THAT BOTH JEWS AND 

GREEKS ARE ALL UNDER SIN; AS IT IS WRITTEN, ’THERE IS NONE 
RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE’” (Rom. 3: 9-10), ”FOR ALL HAVE 
SINNED AND FALL SHORT OF THE GLORY OF GOD” (v. 23), and ”IS 
THE LAW THEN CONTRARY TO THE PROMISES OF GOD? MAY IS NEVER 
BE! FOR IF A LAW HAD BEEN GIVEN WHICH WAS ABLE TO IMPART 
LIFE, THEN RIGHTEOUSNESS WOULD INDEED HAVE BEEN BASED ON 
LAW. FOR THE SCRIPTURE HAS SHUT UP ALL MEN UNDER SIN, THAT 
THE PROMISE BY FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST MIGHT BE GIVEN TO THOSE 
WHO BELIEVE” (Gal. 3: 21 -22). 

sin. 

much sin remaining. 

c. The unbeliever looks at the Law and it reveals nothing but 

d. And the believer looks at the Law and sees that there is yet 

2. In both instances, the purpose of the Law is to get you to see 
your need of Christ. 
a. For ”CHRIST IS THE END OF THE LAW FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS TO EVERY 
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b. 

C. 
d. 

e. 

f. 

II. Secondly, 
A. First, 

ONE WHO BELIEVES” (Rom. 10:4). 
Since no one measures up to the standard of righteousness 
revealed in the Law, they must begin to look outside of 
themselves to another who can give them that righteousness. 
This is the unbeliever’s only hope. 
While to the Christian it is a daily reminder of how much he 
needs Christ . 
Have you thought lately of your need of Christ’s 
righteousness? Have you looked into the perfect mirror of 
God’s righteousness in the Law lately and seen what kind of 
a person you really are? Has God lately removed His 
gracious restraints from your heart and shown you what you 
would be like apart from His grace? 
It is very humbling. It is humbling because we are revealed 
to be completely dependent upon Christ for everything. Just 
as a baby is dependent on its parents to feed, clothe and 
protect him, so you are dependent on the Lord for His 
sustaining grace. You are helpless without it. 
But what a comfort to know that it is there. 

the Moral Law Has Uses Which Are Peculiar to the Unconverted. 
It Has the Ability to Awaken Their Consciences to Flee from 

the Coming Judgment and to Drive Them to Christ. 
1.  Law was made for wicked men and not for the righteous. 

a. Our text says, ”REALIZING THE FACT THAT LAW IS NOT MADE FOR 
A RIGHTEOUS MAN, BUT FOR THOSE WHO ARE LAWLESS AND 
REBELLIOUS, FOR THE uNmnLy AND SINNERS, FOR THE UNHOLY AND 

LIARS AND PERJURERS, AND WHATEVER ELSE IS CONTRARY TO soum 

PROFANE, FOR THOSE WHO KILL THEIR FATHERS OR MOTHERS, FOR 
MURDERERS AND IMMORAL MEN AND HOMOSEXUALS AND KIDNAPPERS AND 

TEACHING” ( 1  Timothy 1:9-10). 
b. A truly righteous man does not need law, for he does 

righteously by nature. 
c. But the wicked man needs the Law to show him his wickedness. 

Paul says, ”AND I WAS ONCE ALIVE APART FROM THE LAW; BUT 
WHEN THE COMMANDMENT CAME, SIN BECAME ALIVE, AND I DIED; AND 
THIS  COMMANDMENT^ WHICH WAS TO RESULT IN LIFE, PROVED TO 
RESULT IN DEATH FOR ME” (Rom. 7:9-10). 

2. And once the consciences of the wicked are awakened to their 
danger, the Law points them to Christ in order that they might 
find life. 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

”THEREFORE THE LAW HAS BECOME OUR TUTOR TO LEAD US TO 
CHRIST, THAT WE MIGHT BE JUSTIFIED BY FAITH” (Gal. 3:24). 
You see then the importance of the Law in the ministry of 
the Gospel. 
At some point in your life, you must have seen your sin, or 
else you would not have seen your need for a Savior. 
reach out for the life-saver if you know how to swim? Why 
run to Christ if there is no danger of your sinking into 
hell? 
It is true as well of your neighbors, friends and loved 
ones. Unless they first see their sin, unless they first 
see their need of a Savior through the work of the Law, they 
will not come to Christ. 
Therefore, how important it is that you know the Law and 

Why 



5 

know how to use it in your own life as well as in the lives 
of others to help them to see their sin. 

B. Secondly, If The Unregenerate Will Not Flee from Their Sin, the Law 
Will Leave Them Without Excuse and Under Its Curse. 
1.  The Law has two possible effects: It may awaken, or it may 

harden. 
a. Some will listen to its warnings and instruction and flee to 

b. Others will take offense at it and begin to justify their 
Christ. 

lives so as to escape the conviction that it brings. 

2. But they will never fully escape this witness of God against 
their sins, because it is written on their hearts. 
a. 

b. 

C. 

Paul says, "THEY SHOW THE WORK OF THE LAW WRITTEN IN 
THEIR HEARTS, THEIR CONSCIENCE BEARING WITNESS, AND THEIR 
THOUGHTS ALTERNATELY ACCUSING OR ELSE DEFENDING THEM" 
(Rom. 2: 15). 
The accusation that it brings is that they have broken the 
Law and they have no place to hide. They are therefore 
under the curse of that broken law. "FOR AS MANY AS ARE OF 
THE WORKS OF THE LAW ARE UNDER A CURSE; FOR IT IS WRITTEN, 
'CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN 
IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM" (Gal. 3: 10).  
If this is your condition here this evening, don't harden 
your heart, but listen to what the Law is telling you and 
flee to Christ! 

III. Lastly, the Moral Law Has Many Sanctifying Uses in the Life of the 
Christian as Well. 

A .  First, It Shows You How Much You Should Be Thankful to Christ for 
Fulfilling It. 
1.  You could never have been justified by the Law, any more than 

2. But Christ fulfilled it all and delivered you from its 
you could jump to the moon. 

obligations. Paul writes, "GIVING THANKS TO THE FATHER, WHO HAS 
QUALIFIED US TO SHARE IN THE INHERITANCE OF THE SAINTS IN 
LIGHT. FOR HE DELIVERED US FROM THE DOMAIN OF DARKNESS, AND 
TRANSFERRED US TO THE KINGDOM OF HIS BELOVED SON, IN WHOM WE 
HAVE REDEMPTION, THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS" (CO~. I: 12-14). 

3. How thankful should you be then for what Christ has done for you? 
a. 
b. The amount of thanksgiving which would be appropriate would 

c. But Christ has given you a gift of infinite value, for the 

How much praise should you give Him? 

depend on the value of the gift. 

fulfilling of that law entitles you to an inheritance which 
is everlasting and will never fade away. 

d. Therefore an eternity of thanksgiving could never be enough 
to thank Him. 

e. And if even an eternity isn't enough, how much more should 
you thank Him now than you do? 

B. Secondly, It Shows You How Indebted You Are to Him For Enduring Its 
Curse in Your Place. 
1.  "CHRIST REDEEMED US FROM THE CURSE OF THE LAW, HAVING BECOME A 

CURSE FOR US -- FOR IT IS WRITTEN, 'CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS 
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ON A TREE’ -- IN ORDER THAT IN CHRIST JESUS THE BLESSING OF 
ABRAHAM MIGHT COME TO THE GENTILES, SO THAT WE MIGHT RECEIVE THE 
PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT THROUGH FAITH” (Gal. 3: 13-14). 

2. You must never forget that by your sins you fell under the curse 
of the Law, a curse which has as its penalty everlasting 
separation from the presence of God’s blessing. 

3. The Law constantly reminds you that you do fall short and that 
you do deserve that curse. 
a. But it also reminds you that there was One who was willing 

to bear that curse for you. 
b. It reminds you that the Son of God became man and was hung 

on the cross to bear your sin in His own body. 
c. It reminds you that only the Son of God could have borne 

that curse; it was His divine nature that enabled Him to 
stand under the great weight of it. 

undergoing that wrath in your place. 
d. And it reminds you how indebted you are to Christ for 

C. And Therefore It Should Provoke You to Make Greater Efforts to 
Conform to the Law as Your Rule of Conduct. 
1.  Paul writes to Titus, ”FOR THE GRACE OF GOD HAS APPEARED, 

BRINGING SALVATION TO ALL MEN, INSTRUCTING US TO DENY 
UNGODLINESS AND WORLDLY DESIRES AND TO LIVE SENSIBLY, 

BLESSED HOPE AND THE APPEARING OF THE GLORY OF OUR GREAT GOD AND 
SAVIOR, CHRIST JESUS; WHO GAVE HIMSELF FOR US, THAT HE MIGHT 
REDEEM US FROM EVERY LAWLESS DEED AND PURIFY FOR HIMSELF A 
PEOPLE FOR HIS OWN POSSESSION, ZEALOUS FOR GOOD DEEDS” 
(2: 11-14). 

RIGHTEOUSLY AND Gomy IN THE PRESENT AGE, LOOKING FOR THE 

2. As over against the righteous requirements of God in the Law, 
which can only condemn us, the grace of God appears to bring us 
salvation through Christ. 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

His grace does not absolve us of the responsibility to keep 
the Law, but should stir us up to an even closer observance 
of it. 
Christ redeemed us from lawless deeds, in order that we 
might live according to the righteousness of the Law. 
Therefore Christian, set your heart and your mind to know 
the Law and to know how to use it rightly. 
And do what the Law instructs you to do, in order that you 
might bring forth a life of thanksgiving and love to your 
Savior. 
Jesus said, ”HE WHO HAS MY COMMANDMENTS AND KEEPS THEM, HE 
IT IS WHO LOVES ME; AND HE WHO LOVES ME SHALL BE LOVED BY MY 
FATHER, AND I WILL LOVE HIM, AND WILL DISCLOSE MYSELF TO 
HIM” (John 14:21). 
Even so, show Jesus that you love Him by keeping His 
commandments. Amen. 


